
1.  Children’s Ministry Conference, 
  Northern Ireland
2.  ECS England Conference
3.  Denmark Investigation
4.  ECS Faroe Islands Training
5.  ECS Italy Team Transition

ADDITIONAL STORIES, PICTURES, AND VIDEOS AT WWW.ECSMINISTRIES.ORG

GROWING AGAIN 
IN EUROPE

New Italian team reviving the work in 
Italy. Read more about the new things 

happening in Europe.



   

Rob Tyler, Director

WE ARE BURSTING TO TELL YOU . . .By The Way...

P
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BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE

PURCHASE 
WAREHOUSE 

$600,000

CURRENT 
FUNDS RAISED  

$190,374

awarded to students who complete 
144 units of study with Emmaus 
Correspondence School. We have some 
great new courses The Shepherd Leader 
at Home, Discovering Bible Study, and 
our latest The Bible Speaks, a really good 
(we think so) primer on Doctrine. 
 Another new item we recently 
mentioned is that you can listen to some 
of the courses “on the radio” at our web 
site (www.ecsministries.org/ecsradio). 
 Our effort to encourage the inter-
national work has resulted in some new 
works and some older ones having fresh 
energy. Just check out the travels of Jim 
Fleming and our website for more 
information.
 So we have much to be excited 
about, and we hope that you are excited 

along with us. Thanks for being part 
of this ministry in helping people to 
understand the Bible.

  raise the Lord for the growth in 
  the building fund balance! 
The fund was opened in May 2012, 
and as of June 2015 the overall amount 
on hand is $190,374. 

Our Building for the Future plan is:

Purchase / Renovate a Warehouse – 
$600,000.

Establish a Relocation & Equipment 
Fund – $100,000.

Create a Building Maintenance Fund – 
$300,000.

Our Building for the Future resources 
are now split proportionately across these 
funds to ensure that we can meet the 
financial costs.

Check out the ECS website to view 
the warehouse video.

O     ur ministry is 73 years old this 
            year! Usually at that age one gets 
excited about just being around. But 
there are so many things happening here 
at ECS that we are excited—even after 
73 years.
 When we were “spun off ” from 
the Bible College in 2002 (yes we are 
separate from Emmaus Bible College, 
and we do cohabit the same building and 
work together) we wanted to encourage 
new authors. In this issue you will see the 
result from that effort; books by Amy 
Hernandez and Mike Stephenson.  We 
hope you will check them out.
 In addition, we have reached our 
goal of offering a significant reward to 
students who study our courses—a 
Diploma in Biblical Studies. This is 
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“WOW, I really have enjoyed this course and 
feel so much more rounded in the knowledge 
of the Summary of the Bible. I already know 
how much it will help me in the near future 
when looking for guidance through studies, 
group studies, helping others, personal 
growth, and much more. It’s going to be put to 
use right away for I’m going to be in-between 
facilities and won’t be able to carry a Bible, 
so I will meditate on what I have learned and 
studied.” – Gene (CO)

“I want to thank you all for your time, effort, 
care, love, and the desire to see prisoners 
grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ. It’s been a blessing to 

From the Prisoner’s Pen
partake in your Bible study and I plan to take 
my booklets with me when I leave prison. I 
have enjoyed this study and look forward to 
starting my life over, being led by the Holy 
Spirit to bring glory to our Father in heaven.” 
– Chris (OH)

 “Men Who Met the Master was a great study. I 
am currently working on the new studies that 
you sent. They are very informative. God bless 
you for helping me to get closer to God. I am a 
changed man and will stay this way from now 
on. I didn’t realize how foolish I was. I can see 
no other way other than Christ’s way. It brings 
much joy to what was a sad, hopeless life.” 
– Carroll (VA)

 t was with great sadness that word 
 quickly spread around the office on 
Monday, April 13th that one of our long-
time volunteers had gone to be with His 
Lord over the weekend.
 Walter “Wally” and Charlene Searcy 
volunteered at ECS in Dubuque for over 
25 years, driving up from Springville, 
Iowa (60 miles each way) once a week. 
Each Wednesday, following lunch in the 
Emmaus Bible College cafeteria to catch 

up with their “adopted” kids, Wally and 
Charlene would settle into an afternoon 
of grading ECS courses and addressing 
mail. Wally had a heart for prisoners and 
enjoyed interacting with them through 
his comments on the courses. He strove 
to encourage them and tried to help 
them better understand the Scriptures.  
Wally will be greatly missed by not only 
the prisoners he interacted with but by 
the staff here in Dubuque.

WELL DONE
 Wally and Charlene were married on 
September 21, 1963 in Washington state. 
Wally was a middle school teacher at 
Springville for 18 years. However, what 
Wally was most passionate about was 
telling others about his faith, and about 
receiving salvation through Jesus Christ.
 Wally was an example of the 
strength of God in a person’s life and the 
power of forgiveness.

I

25 years of serving at ECS Ministries
Wally and Charlene in the 90s, 

volunteers at the Dubuque office
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73 YEARS AND COUNTING…….

 In the fall of 1942 three courses 
were offered and 137 students from 
Alberta, Ca to New Jersey, USA were 
enrolled and studying. Within six 
months 300 students were enrolled.
 Let’s “fast forward” to 2015. 
Worldwide distribution of courses has 
reached over 1,400,000 each year—
with over 40 million distributed since 
the school started. The number of stu-
dents is estimated to be over 300,000. 
We started with three courses and now 
have 100 courses in English, over 50 
in Spanish, and courses in over 100 
languages.

Praise God with us for how He has 
worked!P 

T 

  icture a kitchen. Someone is 
  holding a glass of milk. It slips 
from their grasp and crashes to the 
floor. The milk goes everywhere! Even 
places where you would not expect. 
Now think of the Emmaus Correspon-
dence School.
 It was in the summer of 1942 that 
the founders of the Emmaus Evening 
Bible School discussed how to help 
more people to study the Bible. Many 
wanted to study the Bible but found it 
difficult to attend the evening school 
in Toronto. Thus the Emmaus Corre-
spondence School was started.

Louisiana. Today Angola is noted 
for its atmosphere and programs 
of hope and purpose.
 Of 112 Texas state prisons, 
67 now have “faith dormitories.” 
The fields of harvest are indeed 
ripe! Our goal is to work with 
these new field ministers to 
implement the ECS curriculum in 
the faith dormitories. From many 
sources, the consensus is that 

true restoration is happening! 
May God grant WPM/ECS contin-
ued access to the prisons with our 
quality resources for evangelism 
and discipleship, and “so much 
the more as you see the Day 
approaching”  (Heb. 10:25).
 – Rodger Turley
 Penal Coordinator
 Write-Way Prison Ministries 
 Garland, TX

ECS STUDENTS MOVE ON!
 he maximum-security 
 Darrington prison in Texas 
was built in 1917. Described as an 
overcrowded institution plagued 
with problems, Darrington seemed 
like an unlikely place for a spiritual 
revival. However, in 2011, South-
western Baptist Theological 
Seminary enrolled 40 long-
sentence convicts to a four-year 
Biblical Studies program. Several 
Write-Way Prison Ministry (WPM)/
ECS students participated in the 
Darrington program. On May 9, 
2015, these men graduated. 
Further plans are to transfer the 
“field ministers” to six state prisons 
in an effort to improve the overall 
prison culture by targeting moral 
transformation. 
 Seminarians have saturat-
ed Darrington’s culture. This year 
200 students are enrolled. An ECS 
student originally incarcerated at 
Darrington in 1977 returned for 
the program and noted, “This is not 
the prison I knew back then.” God 
is working and ECS courses have 
been foundational in assisting this 
movement.
 A similar system was institut-
ed at the infamous Angola prison in 



converted through studying ECS 
courses kept us spellbound with 
how God reaches one life at a time!

Not even a full 24 hours were spent in 
this country, but contacts were made. 
Pray God will burden someone to 
direct a new work.

When the last director closed the 
doors on the ECS Faeroe Islands work, 
he passed on thousands of copies of 
16 titles to Jens Bech. The visit here 
included much training for effective 
and widespread distribution of courses 
to the Assemblies on these Islands.

A transition is happening in Italy from 
the work being directed by the Baptist 
church now to the Italian Brethren 

“Come over to … help us,” (Acts 16:9) 
the Macedonian called to Paul in his 
vision. With that, the Church entered 
Europe. While Europe may not be the 
spiritual powerhouse it once was, it 
is thriving in areas—and ECS is right 
there to assist! Jim Fleming visited 
five countries to assess, encourage, and 
support these Bible correspondence 
ministries. 

Directors from 30 countries came 
together in Enniskillen at the home of 
BibleTime Lesson, our sister ministry 
that distributes children materials. 
With this ministry, our courses reach 
people from 5 to 95 years old!

Struggle defines the ministry in recent 
years, although thousands of students 
took courses in the 1970s and 1980s. 
New life is showing again with the 
restart of the Annual Supporters 
Conference. Testimonies abounded 
from prison chaplains and ex-inmates. 
An infamous Irish terrorist who was 
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NEW GROWTH IN FIVE COUNTRIES
B Y  J I M  F L E M I N G 

The 5th Commandment
BY SAM THORPE, JR.

No one enjoys thinking about 
growing old, yet it is an unavoid-
able journey that we all face. In 
this booklet, Sam Thorpe lays a 
foundation for biblical principles
—first addressing the responsibil-
ities of parents in training their 
children, before discussing the 
responsibilities of children to their 
aging parents, and the unique 
opportunities older people have to 
support and pray for succeeding 
generations. 

Also available 
as an eBook.

Bible Institute. Alessandro Zanella is 
taking on the vision of getting local 
ECS schools opened all over Italy.

Please add these ECS countries to 
your Prayer List.

E N N I S K I L L E N
N O R T H E R N  I R E L A N D

 E N G L A N D

I T A LY

F A E R O E  I S L A N D S

D E N M A R K
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UnStuck: Moving 
Beyond Defeat
BY AMY HERNANDEZ

In our efforts to successfully live this 
life we call Christian, we squirm and 
kick, grunt and push, only to find 
ourselves right back where we started: 
stuck in defeat. Do you ever wonder 
why living for Christ has to be so hard? 
Does the lack of spiritual power in 
your life cause you to question whether 
God exists? Where’s the power from 
the Spirit we were promised to receive? 
There’s only one thing opposing the 
Spirit in our lives and that is the flesh.

Check out a video 

trailer and preview 

the 1st chapter.

Thank you! Please return this 
form with your tax-deductible gift 
or use the enclosed envelope. 
To make a gift right now, visit 
ECSMinistries.org/donate.

NAME

ADDRESS  CITY STATE ZIP

PHONE  EMAIL ADDRESS

YES! I WANT TO HELP GET BIBLE STUDY COURSES INTO 
THE HANDS OF PEOPLE THAT CAN LEAST AFFORD THEM.

Here is my gift of $

Unstuck: Moving Beyond 
Defeat will expose you to the 
tactics of the flesh in ways you 
have never seen it before, so that 
you can give it the only thing it is 
good for—a death sentence. Defeat 
isn’t where it ends; defeat is where 
real living begins.

WELCOME TO A WALK OF DYING, WHERE 

EVERY THING SEEMS UPSIDE DOWN.

Also available as 
an eBook.

For 73 years, students have been study-
ing ECS courses in paper form. Now 
these same Bible-based courses can be 
studied on all computers and mobile 
devices. 

E - C O U R S E S  S A M E  G R E AT 
M AT E R I A L ,  U P G R A D E D !

Try it out for FREE! 
Simply visit ecsministries.
org/ecourses or scan the 
‘QR Code to get started. 



JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER

W O R L D W I D E  P R AY E R  G U I D E

WEEK 1 (BEGINNING 7/6) 
Prison Work, Pennsylvania

Lennie Spitale
Bill Hulshizer
Tim Priano
Richard Augustine
Pat Clark

WEEK 2 (7/13) 
Associate Instructors, Southern US

Phil Guikema – FL
Sellers Jenkins – NC
Earl Detwiler – TX
Robert Hoffman – TX
Andrew Shelor – VA

WEEK 3 (7/20) 
Special Funding Areas

Scholarship Fund
General Fund
International Ministries Fund
Course/Book Development Fund
Building for the Future Fund

WEEK 4 (7/27) 
Regional Directors, Eastern 
Europe

Yuri Yur – ZAM, Ukraine
Markar Mardirossian – Bulgaria
Elen Mikesova – Czech Republic
Zoltan Oroszlany – Hungary
Jan Hudec – Slovakia

WEEK 1 (BEGINNING 8/3) 
Associate Instructors, NW US

Rick Cook – OR
Nathan Cedarland – WA
Irene Ridgeway – WA
Fred McHugh – WA
Hernan Diaz – WA

WEEK 2 (8/10) 
Prison work, Western US

Lenora Scoggins – AZ
Bill Douglas – NV
Mike Ausmus – CA
Cathy Stallings – NM
John Martin – WA

WEEK 3 (8/17)
International Directors, Africa

John Finegan – Malawi
Patrick Mulenga – Mozambique
Dorothy Grieve – South Africa (Zulu)
Bob Cullen – Uganda
Marilyn Campbell – Zambia

WEEK 4 (8/24)
Special Needs

Rising shipping costs
Work in closed countries
Overseas prison ministries
Released prisoners as they continue  

  taking courses
Replacements for retiring workers 

WEEK 1 (BEGINNING 8/31) 
Dubuque Office Staff

Jim Fleming – International   
  Coordinator

Mindy Stiles – Communications  
  Coordinator

Ellen Volgarino – Administrative  
  Assistant

Melody Marshall – Student Services
Volunteer Graders

WEEK 2 (9/7) 
Associate Instructors, 
Mid-West US

Jill Ganze – IL
Donald Williams – IN
Ron Beard – KS
Eleanor Westman – MI
John Headrick – MO

WEEK 3 (9/14)
International, Asia

Bryan & Joy Ford – China
Ling Ching Leong – Malaysia
Insun Park – Cambodia
Kap Cin Chang – Myanmar
Asai Tripura – Bangladesh

WEEK 4 (9/21) 
Prison work, Spanish US

Ed Goodwin – SC
Don Dunkerton – NJ
Doug & Jeanne Crabb – CA
Carlos Botello – NJ
Need for more Spanish graders

WEEK 5 (9/28) 
Translation Work

Shona, Zimbabwe
Japanese, Japan
Dzongkha, Bhutan
Nepalese, Nepal
Kinyarawanda, Rwanda
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DON’T HAVE A QR CODE READER? TRY THE REDLASER APP, WWW.REDLASER.COM/APPLICATION.

GET DAILY PRAYER REQUESTS BY 
“LIKING” OUR FACEBOOK PAGE. 

ON A WEEKLY BASIS, WE EMAIL 
MORE URGENT PRAYER REQUESTS. 

SIGN UP BY USING THE QR CODE



  

PO Box 1028
Dubuque, IA 52004-1028

(563) 585-2070

 Check us out online:
www.ecsministries.org

Discover Inside
Growing Again in Europe 1
Building for the Future. 2
By the Way 2
In Their Own Words 3
Well Done 3
73rd  Years and Counting 4
ECS Students Move On! 4
Hot Off the Press 6
Worldwide Prayer Guide 7
New Testament Priests, Step Up! 8

www.ecsministries.org     1-888-338-7809     ecsorders@ecsministries.org

H willing to express his worship audibly 
can learn to share in this wonderful 
time of remembrance and worship of 
our God and Savior.

Also available as 
an eBook.

Check out a video 

trailer and preview 

the 1st chapter.

N E W  T E S TA M E N T  P R I E S T S , S P E A K  U P !
B Y  M I K E  S T E P H E N S O N

    ave you ever wished that more  
    of the men in your assembly 
would participate in the Lord’s Supper, 
leading the congregation in sponta-
neous worship of our Lord Jesus?
 Well, this book may be of help. 
Within the context of passing on the 
same simple and practical guidelines 
that he used to encourage and equip 
some of the men in his home assem-
bly, Mike Stephenson emphasizes the 
privilege men have in carrying out this 
particular aspect of New Testament 
priesthood.
 Our Lord is looking for (and de-
serves!) our heartfelt love, adoration, 
and gratitude. It is the author’s firm 
conviction that any believing man who 
truly desires to please the Lord and is 
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