
   t 19 years of age, Louis Dooley  
   faced a life plus 100 years sentence 
at Potosi Correctional Center in Mis-
souri. It was likely Louis would never 
experience freedom again. But God 
was working in his life and heart. Louis 
realized that his way wasn’t working. He 
finally yielded to Christ and accepted His 
marvelous salvation. 
 After 13 years behind bars, parole 
(scheduled to last until 2079) was granted. 
Although out of prison and living in the 

F R E E
A Chicago area, Louis was restricted in his 

activities with inmates and prohibited 
from visiting most institutions. Yet, Louis 
promoted ECS Ministries and minis-
tered to churches, Christian organiza-
tions, and released inmates. Ultimately, 
Louis wanted to personally return to 
prison to share the Word of God.    
 Last summer, in the providence 
of our Lord, a former caseworker who 
remembered Louis had been promoted 
to warden of a Missouri maximum state 
prison. The warden was following Louis’ 
progress since his release and considered 
him a “success story.” He invited Louis to 
speak to the 70-person prison staff and 
some 60 inmates at Southeastern 

Correctional Center. It is virtually 
unheard of that a parolee is allowed back 
into a maximum-security facility.    
 Because of failures and high re-
cidivism rates, prison staffers are gen-
erally skeptical of programs investing 
in the lives of prisoners. Prior to Louis’ 
message, the warden spoke briefly and 
addressed his staff. He asked them to be 
open-minded. 
 Louis delivered a powerful presenta-
tion. “The Holy Spirit had to be glowing 
on me because it felt like I was floating 
the whole time I spoke,” said Louis.
 The next day, Louis entered his “old 
home” at Potosi. No longer was Louis in 
shackles—instead he was physically and 
spiritually free. A 20-year anniversary 
party took place for the Set-Free inmate 
office. Set-Free Missouri operates an 
inmate office inside the Potosi prison, 
distributing, grading, and commenting 
on courses. Louis celebrated with many 
inmates who influenced his life for 
Christ. Tears flowed as Louis shared the 
joy of Christian brotherhood. What a 
blessing!
 Some friends were allowed to come 
with Louis on the trip. All were blessed 
by the experience and have a new outlook 
on prison. Early in his incarceration, a 
volunteer told Louis that the only differ-
ence between them was that they weren’t 
caught. It’s easy to label people in prison 
as maniacs or dangerous. In essence, they 
are broken people like all of us. People 
need Jesus. People need a Savior. 
 God was not finished freeing Louis 
Dooley. A few days after his trip, Louis 
received a call from his parole officer. 
Figuring it was simply a scheduling 
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LOUIS DOOLEY (LEFT) GREW TO LOVE 
AND SERVE CHRIST WHILE IN PRISON.



 

Rob Tyler, Director

YOUR PARTNERSHIP WITH ECS 
MEANS EVERYTHINGBy The Way...
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BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE

PURCHASE 
WAREHOUSE 

$600,000

CURRENT 
FUNDS RAISED  

$187,690

though I was born in a Pastor’s family, 
better than any other program.
 I can read, study, think about my 
responsibility toward the truth or what 
should I do with Jesus Christ. 
 I believed and accepted Jesus Christ 
as my personal Savior in 2012. My parents 
encouraged me to study the Bible more. 
The Bible School workers, Uncle Mr. 
Shibu and Mr. Gopal Bhattacherjee, also 
encouraged me for baptism, and I was 
baptized by my father on 25th December 
2014, on Christmas Day.
 I am still young and need to know 
more about the Holy Word of God. 
Please pray for me that one day God 
would use me also in His service like my 
father. Thanks to the Bible Correspon-
dence School for helping me to under-

stand the need of salvation in my life 
through Christ Jesus.”
 Praise God for His goodness, and 
many thanks to all of you who make this 
worldwide outreach possible through 
your work, prayers, and gifts.

   raise the Lord for the growth in the  
   building fund balance! The fund 
was opened in May 2012, and as of 
January 2015 the overall amount on 
hand is $187,690.

We have established a threefold 
approach.

Purchase / Renovate a Warehouse – 
$600,000.

Establish a Relocation & Equipment 
Fund – $100,000.

Create a Building Maintenance Fund 
– $300,000.

Starting from February 1, 2015 gifts to 
our “Building for the Future” fund will 
be split proportionately across these 
funds to ensure that we can meet the 
financial costs.

Check out the ECS website to view the 
warehouse video.

.   s you know, the ministry of  ECS    
          Bible courses is worldwide. We 
recently received this testimony from 
Asai Tripura, the International Director 
for Bangladesh, which encouraged me 
greatly and I hope will encourage you 
also:
 “I am Rick Dev, son of Pastor 
Komol Dev. I am a high school student. 
While in class six, I started doing Bible 
School courses, and am still doing them. 
I got opportunities to know about Jesus 
Christ in many ways, from my parents, 
Sunday school, boy’s camp, etc. But the 
ECS courses are much more helpful to 
me because the courses explained and 
taught more about God, creation, sin, 
salvation, what Christ Jesus did for 
humankind, and what I should do 

A



     n a Monday night in September  
  1990, six other women and I sat 
down together for the first time. We had 
our Bibles, an ECS course, and the study 
questions I had written. 
 We all had one common desire. That 
desire was to understand God’s Word. 
 My husband Charlie and I had used 
the ECS courses with people in Korea, 
Japan, and at home. We knew how thou-
sands of inmates had heard the Gospel 
and been saved. Like us, people were 
using the courses to lead people to Christ 
and teach believers. 
 We began with the Gospel of John 
ECS course as our study guide. I knew 
how good the ECS courses explain the 
Word of God and make it understand-
able. I decided to write questions on 
the text of Scripture using the Emmaus 
course as an outline. These questions 
are available now, for a small fee, for 22 
courses. Just call ECS, and ask for them.

H O W  T O  B E G I N
 • Prayer is vital. Start with a 
  desire to begin a study.
 • Decide what subject or Bible  
  book would be suitable. Who  
  will attend? Believers or 
  unbelievers? What is their level  
  of understanding? ECS has 
  studies for any level of 
  understanding. 
 • Buy the course and study it 
  yourself.
 • Organize your group of 
  interested people.

O

3
EC

S C
O

N
N

EC
TIO

N

review of the material studied. It also 
encourages the students to complete 
the course and receive certificates 
from ECS.

 • Follow-up if there are additional  
  questions to be addressed.
 • Finish with a thought question  
  concluding the lesson. 

 A good teacher helps students become 
independent investigators of the Word of 
God. The course helps them find answers 
and understand the meaning in the Bible. 
The group helps people come together 
in fellowship. One of my favorite verses 
comes from Genesis, “I am not worthy 
of the least of all your mercies and of all 
the truth which you have shown your 
servant…” 

GROWING INDEPENDENT INVESTIGATORS OF GOD’S WORD
B Y  D A R L E N E  F I Z E R

Darlene’s current Bible study group

 P E R S O N A L B I B L E S T U DY

 S U N DAY S C H O O L

 C AM P WO R K

 H O M E B I B L E S T U DY

 E VA N G E L I S T I C O U T R E AC H

 T E AC H E R T R A I N I N G

 W I T N E S S I N G P R O G R AM S

 FAM I LY D E VOT I O N S

 F O L LOW - U P P R O G R AM S

 D I S C I P L I N G

 • Have an initial informal time  
  with all those interested.   
  Explain how the study will be   
  conducted. Explain discussion  
  guidelines. (Never discuss what a  
  church believes or practices. 
  Prayer requests are confidential.  
  Begin and end on time.) Explain  
  what format you will follow.   
  Have a supply of courses for people  
  to see and purchase, along with a  
  copy of the questions.
 • Set up a system to record 
  students and grades.

H O W  T O  P R O C E E D
 • Begin with prayer. Have a 
  prepared list and add updates. 
  Start with praise and move to   
  specific requests. Make it clear  
  that no one is obligated to pray.
 • Memory work should be 
  included. Start with one verse  
  and sometimes include two. 
  Encourage memory work, but 
  do not make it a requirement. 
 • Proceed through the questions  
  by having each person read a 
  question. They can choose not  
  to answer if they do not feel 
  prepared. Stay on track, but be 
  understanding of sensitive issues.
 • Answer the ECS course exam 

questions. Questions on the course 
exams can be answered after you 
have finished all the material cov-
ering that exam. This can be a good 
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A FRANK INTERVIEW WITH 
THE INTERNATIONAL COORDINATOR

Announcer: Jim Fleming is Interna-
tional Coordinator. Born in South 
Africa to missionary parents, Jim and 
his wife Sharon served as missionaries 
in South America for 24 years. Bible 
School administration and teaching 
also equipped Jim for this international 
position with ECS.  
 So, Jim, your work seems straight-
forward: you explain the system and 
value of Emmaus Bible Courses, people 
buy them, and hundreds of students 
study the Word of God. All these 
testimonies we hear of great things 
happening is 100% of the picture 
worldwide, right?

Jim: Not exactly. Think of it this way. 
Big ministry. Big issues. Even, big 
problems. Take language as an example. 
Not everyone knows English. Transla-
tion is very complicated. Even a foreign 
missionary who speaks the language 
will struggle to get the biblical concepts 
into the vernacular. The truth, cultural 
thought patterns, accuracy, and keeping 
the author’s intent all have to be guard-
ed. A professional Christian translator 
may be the first step, but the process 
is much longer. Now consider India 
where we are translating courses in 14 
languages! 

Announcer: Culturally relevant 
language…hadn’t thought about that. 
Can the believers in India pay for the 
translation?

Jim: Not only translation, but printing 
costs are a problem for India. We have a 
partnership program for the work there. 
People or local churches can “adopt” a 
course in one language and help cover 
the costs that the local believers can’t 
possibly manage.

Announcer: How do they get these 
courses printed?

Jim: India generally hires out the 
printing work as it is inexpensive by our 
standards and they distribute thousands 
of courses. Peru and Bolivia want to 
have their own little printer, but need 
the funds to purchase one. Shipping 
has become exorbitant over the past 5 
years and continually less reliable. Plus, 
places like Bolivia make it very difficult 
to import Christian material. Another 
problem!

Announcer: That’s not an obstacle I 
would have thought of for a “free 
Christian” country! Are there other 
unforeseeable problems?

Jim: What’s the main tool you need to 
study the Bible?

Announcer: Umm…the Bible?

Jim: Right. In Zimbabwe, they speak 
Shona. Hundreds of prisoners studying 
our courses beg us for their own Bibles! 
The Emmaus office, run by nationals 
can’t afford to give them away at $10 
each. Perhaps some believers will step 
up and help with this expense. 

Announcer: Okay, we’ve seen there are 
many financial needs to the ministry. 
What other kinds of needs are there?

Jim: Are you ready for a quick 
“problem” trip around the world? Here 
it goes: The work in Portugal has died 
and needs a new director. Our lovely 
directors in Slovakia are in their late 
70s. They want replacements. Our 
Middle East ministry needs prayer 
warriors for our ex-patriot students 
to “infiltrate” and reach the local 
population with the gospel—“safely”. 
In China, retired teachers could teach 
English and be training ECS 
coordinators in different cities. Closer 
to home, Canada needs volunteer 
Provincial Directors to network 
distribution in churches. The reality 
is that this big ministry has big needs. 

Announcer: Jim, this has been eye 
opening for me and for our listeners. 
We’re out of time, but how can people 
who want to help get more informa-
tion?

Jim: They can check out the ECS 
website www.ecsministries.org for 
pictures, videos, special projects, 
and lots of other details.

APRIL 6-27 
Northern Ireland, England, 
Faeroe Islands, Italy

JUNE 12-30 
Spain, Italy

AUGUST 21 – SEPTEMBER 20 
France, DR Congo, Uganda, 
Rwanda, Burundi

OCTOBER 16-28 
Caribbean

NOVEMBER 6-16 
California, Northern Mexico

I N T E R N AT I O N A L 
C A L E N D A R

Jim and Sharon Fleming



Louis (4th from left) and friends after visiting Missouri prisons.

my Bible study began with ECS courses. 
I find the information to be clear and 
complete. I highly recommend I’ll Take 
the High Road.”

Carol started as a new believer and has 
since completed 27.5 units. She writes, 
“What the Bible Teaches offered me 
foundation for my new faith. By studying, 
Ready to Give an Answer, I am better 
prepared to defend my faith.”
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Continued from page 1

procedure, Louis was astonished to 
receive a very different message! The Mis-
souri Department of Corrections was so 
touched by the sincerity of Louis’ story 
that they immediately requested Illinois 
permanently remove his parole standing.  
The officer transferred the information 
and told Louis, “You are officially off 
parole.” Just like that, Louis was a totally 
free man!
 With the guidance of many godly 
people, Louis is pressing on. Recognizing 
the grace of God throughout his amazing 
journey, Louis is planning to visit inmates 
in many institutions going forward. 
Surely Satan will try to disrupt the work 
ahead. Pray for Louis. Personally unfet-
tered physically and spiritually, Louis is 
now set free to minister to inmates with 
a real story of hope. Don’t tell him that 
it can’t be done. Louis knows what God 
can do. 

Pam has studied for 12 years and 
completed 16 units. She says, “I have 
learned so much about Jesus in the 
Gospels and Paul’s Epistles because 
of your Bible study.”

In Their 
Own Words

Lori, who has been in the group for 5 
years says, “I took the course, Forgiving 
and Being Forgiven. I was confident that 
forgiveness was not within my reach. 
The lessons impacted me in forgiving 
my ex-husband for years of mental and 
physical abuse that ended badly. After 
serving 12 years in prison, he was 
released. Through the class and my Lord 
and Savior, I was able to forgive him.”

Michelle was saved during a study of 
Matthew. She says, “As a new Christian, 

Thank you! Please return this 
form with your tax-deductible gift 
or use the enclosed envelope. 
To make a gift right now, visit 
ECSMinistries.org/donate.

NAME

ADDRESS  CITY STATE ZIP

PHONE  EMAIL ADDRESS

YES! I WANT TO HELP GET BIBLE STUDY COURSES INTO 
THE HANDS OF PEOPLE THAT CAN LEAST AFFORD THEM.

Here is my gift of $



6
EC

S C
O

N
N

EC
TIO

N

“I wanted to thank you for all of the 
correspondence courses that I have 
received. They have been life changing, 
and I can now enjoy the fullness of God’s 
grace. I have been blessed to witness 
God’s miraculous power of physical and 
spiritual healing while incarcerated. In 
fact, God’s hand touched a Muslim and 
a Jewish brother’s heart and now they 
are new converts to Christ. Without your 
courses, I would never have been able to 
know and share the word in depth.” 
– John (CO)

“It is a lot to digest, but I’m willing to 
apply these principles of Proverbs for 
Life to my life. Some things I presently 
practice, and I realize the benefits of 
self-control are paramount to my walk 
with the Lord. In retrospect, I was miss-
ing many of these principles and believe 
that was the beginning of my backslid-
ing. Being here and getting ECS lessons 
has given me a better understanding on 
what I’m supposed to be studying in my 
Christian walk.” – Matthew (AL)

From the Prisoner’s Pen

Are there problems that you could help 
with in the ECS world? Good question! 
With 1.4 million courses distriuted each 
year, a huge team of volunteers are need-
ed to help make these studies possible.

So how can you help? 
• Become an ‘in-touch’ prayer   
 warrior of a specific country.   
 We’ll put you in email contact   
 with someone so that you get   
 their prayer requests directly.

 1.  Peru – printer / copier
 2.   Ethiopia – buy and ship a 3rd  
    level of courses
 3.   Portugal – new director
 4.   Bolivia – printer / copier
 5.   Slovakia – new director 
 6.   India – more courses translated  
    and printed
 7.  Canada – Provincial Directors  
   to distribute in churches
 8.  Nigeria, Liberia, Mali, Niger,  
    Ivory Coast and most of West  
   Africa – protection and peace
 9.  Colombia – in-country travel  
   funds for director 
 10.  Middle East – prayer warriors 
 11.  China – retired teachers to teach  
    English and be ECS coordina- 
    tors in different cities
 12.  Zimbabwe – Shona language  
    Bibles 

• Adopt one course in a language  
 and be its sponsor? Join Jim on  
 one of his trips? Why not?
• Would you like to “check”   
 courses in your (non-English)   
 language? Yes! We need biblical  
 authors to fill some gaps in the   
 curriculum material. 

For more information on other 
obstacles facing international 
correspondence distribution, visit 
our website www.ecsministries.org.

GET INVOLVED 12 AREAS

H E L P
T H A T  N E E D
Y O U R



APRIL MAY JUNE

W O R L D W I D E  P R AY E R  G U I D E

WEEK 1 (4/6)
Prison Work, International

Robert & Susan Martin – Canada
Bryan and Joy Ford – China
Esther Frey – Puerto Rico
Dorothy Grieve – South Africa
Edward Kadenga – Zimbabwe

WEEK 2 (4/13)
Associate Instructors, California

David Metters
Duane and Lori Delzer
Matt Clarke
Stephen Roughton (Spanish)
Josue Abreu

WEEK 3 (4/20)
Special Areas

2014 Bible Book Challenge
The ECS Board of Directors
Outreach through our website
Course Development
Course Translation

WEEK 4 (4/27)
Regional Directors, India

Awadhesh Thakur – Bengali 
Santosh Thomas – Hindi 
K.C. Johnson – Malayalam 
John Pandi – Tamil 
B. Nimbargi – Marathi 

WEEK 1 (BEGINNING 5/4)
Associate Instructors, 
Northeastern US

Michael O’Connor – NY
James Moriello – RI
Daril Neverson – NY
Robert Lucas – VT
James Varn Hagen – NJ

WEEK 2 (5/11)
Prison Work, Southeastern US

David Sanford – AL
Ken Gross – GA
Rodger Turley – TX
Pat Warner – TN
Frank Owen – NC

WEEK 3 (5/18)
International, South America

Patricio Villaroel – Chile
Ruben Quispe – Peru
Ruben Diaz – Paraguay
Gregorio Taborda – Colombia
Warren Brown – Brazil

WEEK 4 (5/25)
Associate Instructors, Midwest US

Lillian Bauswell – IL
Melvin McQueen – OH
Brack Strong – OH
Chris Hedlund – WI
Mike Allen – MI

WEEK 1 (BEGINNING 6/1)
Dubuque Office Staff

Steve Olson – Warehouse   
  Coordinator

Ann Alvarenga – Administrative  
  Assistant 

Darlene Fizer – Student Services
Wally & Charlene Searcy –   

  Volunteers
Sue Tyler – Editing

WEEK 2 (6/8)
International Directors, North 
America

Antonio Gomez – Dominican   
  Republic

Jean-Matthieu Cherine – Haiti
Peter Kerr – Canada
Clari Gilber – St. Vincent
Carlos Oronzor – Mexico

WEEK 3 (6/15)
Translation work

Dutch – bilingual editions
Spanish
India – various languages
Chinese
Indonesian

WEEK 4 (6/22)
Prison Work, Florida

Esther Bradford
Joseph Jeremiah
Julie Marsh
David Bosworth
Daniel Arango

WEEK 5 (6/29)
International Directors, South 
America

Stanley Boodie – Guyana
Eliseo Zuniga – Bolivia
Ruby Jean Campbell – Colombia
Eduardo Carbone – Argentina
Loida Salas de Gilli – Venezuela
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D O N ’ T  H A V E  A  Q R  C O D E  R E A D E R ?  T R Y  T H E  R E D L A S E R  A P P, 
W W W. R E D L A S E R . C O M / A P P L I C AT I O N .

GET DAILY PRAYER REQUESTS BY 
“LIKING” OUR FACEBOOK PAGE. 

ON A WEEKLY BASIS, WE EMAIL 
MORE URGENT PRAYER REQUESTS. 

SIGN UP BY USING THE QR CODE

Y O U R



  

PO Box 1028
Dubuque, IA 52004-1028

(563) 585-2070

 Check us out online:
www.ecsministries.org
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F    or decades, men and  
    women have read, studied, 
and appreciated the writing of 
beloved author and evangelist 
A. P. Gibbs. Through his clarifying 
explanations of fundamental 
topics (interwoven with stories 
and examples), Gibbs helps 
make Scriptural teachings 
practical for us today.
 Whether obeying the Lord 
in Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, 
or perhaps preaching and 
proclaiming Christ through 
evangelism, you’ll certainly 
appreciate God’s Word more     
    fully and be motivated to 
              greater service as you     
                   study these books 
     by A. P. Gibbs.
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www.ecsministries.org     1-888-338-7809     ecsorders@ecsministries.org


