
There’s a lot of action 
going on at ECS 
Ministries! We’ve 
been creating short, 
catchy videos to help 
people understand 
the mission and vi-
sion of ECS. Someone 
has called ECS the 
best kept secret. 
Well, we want the 
secret to get out!
 The history and 
work of ECS is 
powerful. An 
estimated 40 
million Bible study 
courses have been 
distributed across 
the United States 
and around the 
world. From the 
mountains of Tibet 
to the concrete cells 
of American prisons, 
countless people are 
learning and growing 
through the Bible- 
based resources 
published by ECS. 

Continued on page 5

CHECK OUT ADDITIONAL PICTURES AND VIDEOS AT WWW.ECSMINISTRIES.ORG



  

Rob Tyler, Director

WHAT’S IN A NAME?

bition agent, famous for his efforts 
to enforce Prohibition in Chicago, 
Illinois between 1929 and 1934, and 
the leader of a legendary team of law 
enforcement agents nicknamed The 
Untouchables.) The similarity in names 
caused some amusement in the office.
We may sometimes think of inmate 
students in a generic way. Our Prison 
Ministry sends over 350,000 courses 
each year to students who are incarcer-
ated, and we can sometimes see them 
as a group and forget that they are in-
dividuals with their own names—like 
Elliot Ness. 
 Each one of them individually 
needs to know the Lord Jesus as Savior 
and then be able to study God’s Word 
to see how they can grow in the spiri-
tual life. Our Bible courses help them 
do precisely that. 

 Check out the testimonies from 
prison inmates on page 3 and praise 
God that many are finding our materi-
al helpful and even life changing.
 Thanks for all your prayers and 
support of ECS Ministries as we work 
toward the goal of taking the Word to 
the World.

By The Way...

E
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 ach week we prepare certificates  
 for students that have completed 
multiple courses. Perhaps I should 
mention that each of our courses has 
a “unit” value assigned to it based on 
difficulty and length. After a student 
completes a course, they receive a cer-
tificate indicating the number of units 
earned for that course. As they com-
plete more courses and accumulate 
units, we issue certificates as they reach 
certain milestones, such as 12, 24, 36, 
48, etc. units. These certificates record 
their achievements as they progress 
though the course curriculum.
 One week, I signed a certificate for 
Elliot L. Ness! My somewhat flippant 
thought was “What are things coming 
to when Elliot Ness finishes up in pris-
on?” (Eliot P. Ness, note the different 
spelling of the name, was a Prohi-

Scan the QR code with your 
smartphone or tablet and watch a video 
about the Warehouse.

Use the enclosed envelope for 
your warehouse building gift.

HELP ECS MINISTRIES 
BUILD FOR THE FUTURE 

PURCHASE 
WAREHOUSE 

$600,000

CURRENT 
FUNDS RAISED  

$100,000



“I am very grateful to all who have helped me on my path of God. May God bless 
you, your families, and everyone involved with ECS Ministries. As for me, I am taking 
this blessing of being in jail and running with it. I count it with all joy, all tears and 
endurance, and running with it. Without Jesus, I never would have made it this far. 
Jail is supposed to be a punishment, but not for me. It has been the best part of my 
life.” – Chris (IL)

“I would like to personally thank you for your words of encouragement. The Bible tells 
us to encourage one another, yet we often overlook this command. You have no idea 
how much those encouraging words mean to someone on the inside! We struggle 
with all the same things Christians on the outside face, yet in here, everything seems 
always to be in the extremes. The spiritual battle we face in here is beyond what most 
can even imagine. I thank the Lord for you and others like you, who God has placed in 
their hearts to help those in prison!” – Randy (PA) 

From the Prisoner’s Pen

MINISTRY HIGHLIGHT: VOLUNTEERS
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      n this edition, we are taking the  
      time to honor two very special 
volunteers for very special milestones.
 Margaret Horn, volunteer with 
Set Free Prison Ministries in Colorado, 
was one of the first volunteers when 
the Colorado ministry first started 
sending out courses in January 1989. 
Margaret was primarily in charge of 

the outgoing mail at that time. In 
August, Margaret turned 100 years 
old. She still volunteers as she is able 
and her faithful example of service is 
an inspiration to many. 
 The second volunteer we are 
honoring is not quite 100 but if you 
meet her, she will ask you to guess her 
age. Doris, a delightful 94-years-old 

works out of the Dubuque office 
commenting on courses. The mile-
stone that we are honoring here is of 
her 70-year marriage to her husband 
George. Doris is a faithful caregiver to 
her husband and a cheerful witness of 
God’s work in her life.

Doris and George Blevins, volunteer 
at ECS Ministries, Dubuque

Margaret Horn, volunteer at Set Free 
Prison Ministries, Colorado

CHECK OUT OUR NEW WEBSITE
ECSMINISTRIES.ORG

I

HEAR INMATES TELL THEIR STORIES OF REDEMPTION AT WWW.ECSMINISTRIES.ORG.
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          he Fleming’s had a great time 
          of fellowship and teaching in 
September when they visited the ECS 
Ministries in Korea and Japan.
 In Korea, a number of years ago, 
Mr. Park passed the work on to Sung 
Mo Yuh in order to breathe younger 
life into the work.
 Since then the ministry has 
blossomed into a good team of 
volunteers, a spacious office, and 
40 courses translated and printed! 
Many churches in Seoul are using 
and distributing the courses.
 Japan is one of our oldest interna-
tional schools but the work struggles 
in this country. Earning the title of the 
most evangelized and hardened-to-
the-gospel countries in the world, the 
ECS work in Japan is small.
 ECS courses are distributed main-
ly on CDs in Japan and those studying 
access the course on their computer or 
from a computer printout. This meth-
od has increased the number of people 
accessing the courses.

 In September, Japan was host to 
the ECS Conference for seven East 
Asian countries.
 The most encouraging news from 
this visit was the testimony of Imai. 
When Imai was twelve years old, a 
free-offer card appeared in the mail-
box. She sent it in and a few days later, 

ECS VISITS KOREA AND JAPAN

her course arrived. For the first time, 
she was able to read Bible verses and 
heard the gospel. Soon after, she was 
saved through the study of the courses. 
50 years later Imai is a solid Christian 
serving in church all because of an 
ECS free-offer card.

T

Mr. Park, Mr. Yuh, Jim Fleming

Peter Clift (right) talking about 
course distribution.

ECS Asia Conference attendees.

Japan volunteers and courses.
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Continued from page 1

 Through The ECS Experience 
videos, you’ll discover how the corre-
spondence program works, learn about 
challenges faced by international stu-
dents, understand how a book is made, 
see the powerful testimony of an ECS 
student on death row, and much more!
People today want to develop a ‘rela-
tionship’ or ‘emotional connection’ 
with a ministry. The ECS Experience 
lets people peak behind the curtain 
to see and feel the heartbeat of the 
ministry—and in so doing, hopefully 
be inspired to partner with ECS in 
the future. KEEP UP WITH US BY 

USING YOUR

SMART 
PHONE!

JUST USE THE 
HANDY QR CODES.

Don’t have a QR code reader? 
Try the RedLaser App, 

www.redlaser.com/application.

 Ben Kerns is the current host for 
the show. In 2001, he attend Emmaus 
Bible College where he met his wife 
Elena. A few years later, they traveled 
to Spain where they served as mission-
aries for the past 7 years. This Septem-
ber, Ben joined the staff in Dubuque, 
Iowa. He is thrilled to be using his 
video editing and technology skills in 
service to Christ.
 “Sure, I’d heard about ECS cours-
es in the past,” says Ben, “but when 
I found out the huge extent of their 
other ministries—from international 

to prison to publishing—I was simply 
amazed!”
 These ECS Experience videos are 
designed to be short and fun. Check 
them out on at ecsministries.org or on 
Facebook. Then click the like button 
and share to help other people discover 
the videos and, in turn, the vital minis-
try at ECS.
 So go ahead, get watching and join 
with us in The ECS Experience!

EPISODE 1

EPISODE 2

EPISODE 3

EPISODE 4
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Day by Day in Galatians, Ephesians, 
Philippians & Colossians
CHUCK GIANOTTI

These verse-by verse expositional med-
itations follow the four epistles of Paul 
to the Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians 
and Colossians. The Bible text is accom-
panied by short textual commentaries 
and devotional thoughts for each day, 
spanning an entire year.
 The reader will notice that the de-
votionals are divided up to suit a typical 
five-day work week. Included are sug-
gested readings for the weekends from 
the four accounts of the Gospel of Christ: 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.
 May God use these brief daily 
thoughts to spur you on to greater 
discipleship of our Lord and King, Jesus 
Christ, and to enjoy ever-deepening con-
templations about His person and work.
336 pages

God’s Good News
A. P. GIBBS

Are you saved? Maybe you don’t 
even know what this exactly 
means. Yet the Bible has much to 
say about salvation. The reason for 
this is that all humanity is in peril and 
needs to be delivered from danger. 
And it is Jesus Christ that provides this 
salvation.
Read about God’s Good News!
 • The Need for God’s Salvation
 • The Provision of God’s Salvation
 • The Way of God’s Salvation
 •  The Assurance of God’s Salvation
 • The Results of God’s Salvation
48 pages

So you have a smartphone, tablet or 
dedicated eReader. Well, now you can 

read Bible-based books and booklets on 
all of these devices.

 Whether you want to read a 
doctrinal book like The Basis of the 

Premillennial Faith by Charles C. Ryrie or 
an inspirational devotional like Walking 
with Jesus by David A. Glock—you have 

plenty of choices with ECS eBooks.
 If you’re not sure which one to 

select, you can preview the first chapter 
of each book at www.ecsministries.org. 

Once you have decided which resource 
you want, simply click on the Apple or 

Kindle link to complete the purchase and 
immediately download to your device. 

Get started today. The main goal is to get 
reading, studying, and growing.

ECS eBOOKS: 
SAME RELIABLE

TEXT—DIFFERENT 
FORMAT



JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH

W O R L D W I D E  P R AY E R  G U I D E

WEEK 1 (BEGINNING 1/5)
Prison Work, Northwest US

Mike Rice – OR
Mindy Sauerlender – WA
Betty Steenmeyer – AK
Bari Mitchell – AK, Spanish
Russ Bevan – AK

WEEK 2 (1/12)
Associate Instructors, Midwest US

Craig Rollinger – IL
David Possing – MN
David Harmon – IN
Janet Freeman – IA
Ruth Hughes – MO

WEEK 3 (1/19)
Special Areas 

2015 Bible Book Challenge
Local Jail Ministries
Outreach through our website
Gary Griswold
Course Translation/Development

WEEK 4 (1/26)
International, Oceania

Faith Connell – Australia
Nilesh Goundar – Fiji
Lindsay Smith – New Zealand
John and Ethel Orr – Australia
Len Smith – National Director,   

  Australia

WEEK 1 (BEGINNING 2/2)
Dubuque Office Staff 

Volunteer Commenters
Jim Fleming – International   

  Coordinator
Ben Kerns – Video Editor
Rob Tyler – Director
Steve Olson – Warehouse   

  Coordinator

WEEK 2 (2/9)
Prison Work, California

Doug and Jeanne Crabb
Paul Freeman
Joseph Cabral
Andrew Eden
Mike Ausmus

WEEK 3 (2/16)
International Directors, Africa

Ayman Fahmy – Egypt 
Degefa Sedoro – Ethiopia 
Francisco Donge – Angola
Gedeon Nibigia – Burundi 
Marlon Govender – South Africa 

WEEK 4 (2/23)
Associate Instructors, 
Southeastern US

David Bosworth – FL
Maurice McMillion – TX
Michael Gentile – FL
Delois Gillis – GA
Georgia McLaren – FL

WEEK 1 (BEGINNING 3/2)
Dubuque Office Staff

Mindy Stiles – Communications  
  Coordinator

Mark Wainwright – Publications  
  Coordinator

Rick Volgarino – Operations   
  Manager

Al Stoltz – Prison Ministry   
  Coordinator

Linda Jeske – Student Services

WEEK 2 (3/9)
International Directors, Asia

Yasushi Okamoto – Japan 
Rajeev Nicholas – Sri Lanka
Ronnie Tin Maung Tun – Myanmar 
San Tosh Wong – Malaysia
Bangun Haro – Indonesia

WEEK 3 (3/16)
Translation work

Cambodian
Chinese 
Tamil, Hindi, Bengali
Arabic
Portuguese

WEEK 4 (3/23)
Prison Work, Northeastern US

Bill Hulshizer
Jeff Hage – NY
Greg Kuras – NJ
Binu George – NJ
George Landis – PA

WEEK 5 (3/30)
International Directors, Africa

Peter Andrews – Rwanda
Lazarus Kisau – Kenya
Monika Snethlage – Tanzania
Jim Gillett – Nigeria
Daniel Webster - Ghana
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Take this Prayer Guide out and 

post it on your refrigerator or put it 

in your Bible and remember to pray 

daily for ECS Ministries. You can 

also email mstiles@ecsministries.org 

and sign-up to receive a weekly 

email Prayer Connection.



  

PO Box 1028
Dubuque, IA 52004-1028

(563) 585-2070

 Check us out online:
www.ecsministries.org

Discover Inside
The ECS Experience 1 & 5
Building for the Future Update 2
By The Way 2
From the Prisoner’s Pen 3
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Hot Off the Press 6
Worldwide Prayer Guide 7
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www.ecsministries.org     1-888-338-7809     ecsorders@ecsministries.org

Day by Day in the 
Gospel of Matthew
(336 pages, softcover)

Walking with Jesus: 
90 Devotionals on the 

Life of Christ
(336 pages, hardcover)

 

Blessings All Mine 
with 10,000 Besides!
(448 pages, hardcover)

Early in the Morning
(224 pages, softcover)

ENJOY SPECIAL PRICING ON THESE DEVOTIONALS. 
PURCHASE THEM FOR YOURSELF OR AS A GIFT FOR SOMEONE ELSE.


