
READ ABOUT JIM FLEMING’S TRIP 
TO BARBADOS, TRINIDAD, GRENADA, DOMINICA, 

ST. VINCENT, ANTIGUA, AND ST. KITTS

An enthusiastic group of Grenada church 
leaders met with Jim Fleming to consider 
using ECS courses in their island churches. 

CHECK OUT ADDITIONAL PICTURES AND VIDEOS AT WWW.ECSMINISTRIES.ORG



Rob Tyler, Director

ECS MINISTRIES . . . AN 
(UNFORTUNATELY) WELL-KEPT SECRET

BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE—UPDATE

I was a teenager, I took part in your 
correspondence courses. I do not see them 
on your website. Do you still have this 
program? I would like my home-educat-
ed boys to have this privilege.”
 Obviously, this person had never 
“got the message” about the fact that 
back in 2002, Emmaus Correspon-
dence School was spun off from the 
Bible college and renamed ECS Minis-
tries. SO, if you ever wonder how you 
can help this ministry, one way would 
be to spread the word that the Bible 
correspondence ministry is still going 
strong in the strength of the Lord 
and under His direction, that we have 
about 3,000 students studying across 
the USA, and that the “privilege” of 
being educated by the courses is still 
very much available to all.

 (Feel free to let your friends also 
know about our books, eBooks, ECS 
App—and that we are now distrib-
uting  David C. Cook Sunday school 
material!)
 Thank you for your faithful prayers 
and support of ECS Ministries as 
we strive together toward the goal of 
taking the Word to the World.

By The Way...

W

W

 

2
EC

S C
O

N
N

EC
TIO

N

 
             e say it often, but it does bear    
             repeating, that ECS Ministries…
	 ■   distributes well over a million 
  Bible courses annually (over 1.4  
  million in 2013, 70% of which  
  were returned for grading)
	 ■  offers courses in over 120 
  languages worldwide
	 ■ has a network of directors in  
  over 100 countries
	 ■ distributes over 360,000 courses  
  in the United States
	 ■ prints over 100 courses in 
  English, and 50 in Spanish
 Why do I keep on saying this? Well, 
one reason is because of letters/emails 
like the one I received the other day 
that had been forwarded to me from 
Emmaus Bible College. It read, “When 

Use the enclosed envelope for 
your warehouse building gift. 
Thank You! 

PURCHASE 
WAREHOUSE 

$600,000

CURRENT 
FUNDS RAISED  

$100,000

       e continue to thank, praise, 
    and pray to the Lord for His 
provision for a new warehouse.   
Currently, we are at 1/6 th of our goal 
to purchase a new warehouse. Once 
the fund reaches $400,000, ECS 
Ministries will start reviewing suitable 
properties. 
 By giving financially to this project, 
YOU make the distribution of Bible 
courses to students possible for years 
to come. Please help us build for the 
future!
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“Proverbs for Life is filled with positive words from God on how to live a life amid 
adversity. Despite a place that can be cold and evil at times, God has brought joy into 
my life by doing in me here what I failed to do in the world. He has given me brothers 
who love me unconditionally. I live and endure things through Jesus that I would 
never have lived outside these walls. I’m growing in Christ daily.” – Alfredo (TX)

“I was very pleased with How to Succeed on the Streets. It touched on everything 
wrong with my life today. I pray the Lord will deliver me from this life of sin. He will 
be my shield against the devil himself as well as the gods of immoral sex, money, 
family neglect, violence, and intoxication. I pray that the Lord will be with us to resist 
all of them while we patiently wait for His return.” – Brian (CO)

From Walkin’ the Walk exam question #8: How have you seen God use your present 
situation in a way you had not anticipated? Answer: “When I was free, I was in prison. 
Now that I’m in prison, I am truly free!” – James (CA)
 

From the Prisoner’s Pen

Bible study courses and suggested that 
these be given to the inmates whom 
Gerrit was visiting.
 Around that time, Dorothy 
Stringfellow began to correct and 
process Emmaus courses out of her 
home. As the work grew, an office 
was opened at the Blok’s home. Soon 
the ministry expanded across Canada 
(prison population of about 40,000).
  A second office was established in 
Kingston, Ontario. Robert and Susan 
Martin began to process all courses 
coming out of federal institutions in 
the area. By 1986 the ministry needed 
more space and the office was moved 
to a building in Arva, just north of 

MINISTRY HIGHLIGHT: NEW LIFE PRISON MINISTRY

O           ver the past thirty years,  
           camp work and prison 
ministry have been an effective means 
of spreading the gospel in Canada. 
When God’s people take advantage 
of these opportunities, thousands of 
people hear the gospel clearly
 presented.
 In 1980, Albert Blok asked the 
chaplain at Elgin-Middlesex Deten-
tion Centre in London, Ontario if 
he and his brother Gerrit could show 
Christian films and testimonies to the 
inmates. As the inmates got to know 
them, many asked for one-on-one 
visits. Two years later, Susan (Gerrit’s 
wife) purchased a number of ECS 

London, Ontario.
 The volume of courses to be graded 
has steadily risen in 32 years to more 
than 15,000 annually. This number 
requires many volunteers and some 
full-time staff. Currently over 50 
people volunteer at the main office. 
God has raised up scores of faithful 
volunteers over the years.
 Recently, with the goal of passing 
on the baton to a younger generation, 
Gerrit and Susan submitted their 
resignations. They will both continue 
to be involved with the ministry. 
Please pray that the Lord sends the 
right person to fill this important role 
and responsibility.

Gerrit and Albert Preparing Exams Worker’s Conference 
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CHARTING AN EMMAUS  COURSE IN THE CARIBBEAN

lack of Bible study programs, and 
few islanders will ever have the 
opportunity to travel abroad to 
attend a Bible college.
 As you might imagine, enthu-
siasm was evident as we explained 
that they can have their own “Bible 
School at Church” or “Bible School 
at Home” using the Emmaus courses, 
with material at just the level they 
need. On two occasions, I took a 
lesson out of the course What the 
Bible Teaches, taught through it with 
them, then assigned them the exam to 
complete. They exchanged exams and 
as we went through the answers, they 
graded their friend’s exam. They had 
a great time putting big X’s through 
the wrong answers and adding the 
final grade. Then I asked them if they 
had ever had so much fun studying 
the Bible? “No, that was great!” they 
responded.
 On St. Vincent, I had hardly 
closed in prayer when one of the 

elders cornered me: “That’s exactly 
the program we need. Can we get it 
up and running before you leave?” 
Wow! We had 36 more hours on that 
island. So I said, “Get those interested 
from the different churches together 
and we will meet and train you in the 
process.” The following afternoon a 
group of about 10 people met and we 
went over some of the first steps to 
beginning a correspondence school. 
After the meeting, they set a date to 
meet later and I gave a couple hours 
of evening Bible teaching. After I 
arrived at home, I found out that the 
St. Vincent group had assigned Clari 
Gilbert as their National Director. 
They are on their way to starting 
ECS St. Vincent!
 The Caribbean Regional Confer-
ence was the last stop on this trip. 
Assembly leaders from 14 countries 
met together on St. Kitts. I was able 
to explain Emmaus to a large group, 
teach a seminar, and talk to many at 
the ECS table where I made contacts 
with many countries. Pray for 
people to get a passion to study 
God’s Word—that’s the only thing 
which motivates us! 

J

Pray for Clari Gilbert (and her husband Ted). 
Clari is St. Vincent’s new National Director!

JULY 2014 TRIP BY  JIM & SHARON FLEMING
  etting off for a three-week trip   
       to the Caribbean might not be 
your idea of a ministry trip. You may 
picture Sharon and I lounging on 
white beaches under swaying palms, 
frolicking in clear aqua waters while 
sipping out of freshly opened coconuts. 
Oh yes, we enjoyed some of that, and 
many other exquisite scenes, scents, 
and savory seafood. However, the 
best part of the trip was certainly the 
warm, smiling, relaxed, hospitable 
believers on each of the islands.
 We visited Barbados, Trinidad, 
Grenada, Dominica, St. Vincent, 
Antigua, and St. Kitts. On each of 
these islands there were any number 
of assemblies, but only on Trinidad 
was there an organized Emmaus 
correspondence work. 
  “The old, old Emmaus story” was 
true in these countries—most had 
heard of Emmaus, and the older ones 
had started their Christian walk with 
Emmaus. Currently there is a real 

Leaders in Antigua are learning about ECS for the first time. For some of them it was 
the first they had heard of the correspondence ministry. They are enthusiastic.
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CHARTING AN EMMAUS  COURSE IN THE CARIBBEAN
JULY 2014 TRIP BY  JIM & SHARON FLEMING

How to tell the weather 
on the Islands! 

This group took off work to take advantage of the remaining 36 hours the Flemings were on 
St. Vincent. They wanted to be trained in starting an ECS program before Jim moved on.

Jim talking to people about the courses and ministry opportunities. Checking out Emmaus courses 
after presenting the program at an 

assembly on Trinidad.

Although Muslims believe the Koran to 
be sacred and  infallible, many are still 
curious about the Bible. 

Dear Muslim Friend, by Jerry Mattix, 
seeks to answer the basic questions Muslims 
commonly ask about Christianity. These 
include:
■   Hasn’t the Bible been changed?
■   How could Isa [ Jesus] be the Son of  
  God?
■   Didn’t someone else die on the cross  
  instead of Isa?

ACROSS THE WORLD, 
OVER 1.8 BILLION 
PEOPLE CONSIDER 
THEMSELVES MUSLIM. 
THAT’S NEARLY 25% 
OF THE WORLD’S 
POPULATION . . .  OR 1 
IN EVERY 4 PEOPLE!
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BOOKLET
Child Evangelism
A. P. GIBBS

While every genuine Christian 
acknowledges the value of 
evangelizing children, few 
have any idea of how to en-
gage in it. In this booklet, A. 
P. Gibbs offers timeless help 
that will motivate and equip 
you to properly lead children 
to a saving knowledge of the 
Lord Jesus Christ.
(48 pages)

BOOK
He Died Climbing
DONALD L. NORBIE

Life is a mountain to be    
     climbed, 
Unknown, mysterious, 
     difficult. . . .

Experience the challenges 
and triumphs of life in this 
personal collection of over 35 
poems by Donald L. Norbie. 
You’ll empathize with the 
struggle, but rejoice that God 
has a plan and purpose for 
us all.

Press on
To the summit,
Where God waits
To welcome His weary 
climber home.

SPANISHENGLISH

BOOKLET
Basic Doctrines of the 
Christian Faith
WILLIAM N. BUSH

This booklet is useful not 
only to teachers and per-
sonal workers, but also to 
new Christians to help them 
explore the Word of God and 
become acquainted with the 
wonders and joys of belong-
ing to Christ, and being part 
of the church. 
(48 pages)

COURSE
Hebreos (Hebrews)
DAVID J. MACLEOD

Junto con Romanos, Hebreos 
destaca como una de las 
epístolas o cartas más notables 
de la Biblia. Se la ha llamado 
“la epístola más profunda del 
Nuevo Testamento”, y “el escrito 
doctrinal más plenamente 
desarrollado de todo el Nuevo 
Testamento”.
     Hebreos se centra en el 
sumo sacerdocio de Cristo y 
en la importancia de esta 
doctrina para sus lectores, 
y para nosotros hoy día.
(240 pages)

eBooks also available at 
www.ECSMinistries.com



7
EC

S C
O

N
N

EC
TIO

N

OC TOBER NOVEMBER

W O R L D W I D E  P R AY E R  G U I D E

WEEK 1 (BEGINNING 10/6)
Associate Instructors, West

David McNabb – CO
Bill McCotter – CO
Charles Gray – MO
Brent Runge – WA
Robert Deeds – PA

WEEK 2 (10/13)
International, Europe

Portugal – Need a director
Vladimir Majersky – Serbia
Anatoly Slivca – Moldova
Fares Marzone – Italy
John Kremidas – Greece

WEEK 3 (10/20)
Prison Work, Northeast US

Walter Martin – NJ
Jim Yorgey – PA
Henry Sanchez – NY
Jeff Hage – NY
Greg Kuras – NJ

WEEK 4 (10/27)
International, ZAM Coordinators
(Central Africa Mission distributes 
in Africa and CIS Countries)

Mark Schibli – Haitian work
Hartmut Schulte – Central Africa
Herbert Martin – West/Central Africa
Andreas Reh – Asia
David Astier – West Africa

WEEK 1 (11/3)
Special Needs

Printing of new courses/books
Creating new ECS website
Financial support of ECS Ministries  

  worldwide
Editorial staff as they review new  

  materials
Increased enrollment in the 2015  

  Bible Book Challenge

WEEK 2 (11/10)
Dubuque Office Staff

Al Stoltz – Prison Ministry   
  Coordinator

Rick Volgarino – Operations   
  Manager

Ann Alvarenga – Administrative  
  Assistant

Mark Wainwright – Publications  
  Coordinator

Rob Tyler – Executive Director

WEEK 3 (11/17)
Associate Instructors, Northeast US

Daril Neverson – NY
Mike O’Connor – NY
James Moriello – RI
Robert Lucas – VT
James Varn Hagen – NJ

WEEK 4 (11/24)
International, Middle East

George Khalil – Israel
Babu Thomas – U.A.E.
Renji Philip – Qatar
Ibrahim Zakria – Jordan
Ayman Fahmy – Egypt

DECEMBER

WEEK 1 (BEGINNING 12/1)
Prison Work, Midwest US

Mike Woeffler – MN
Jim Wilcox – OH
Pradeep Mathew – KY
Gaylord Kramer – IN
Ron Goossen – OK

WEEK 2 (12/8)
International, India

K.C. Jacob – Regional Coordinator,  
  All-India

R.P. Samuel – Board Chairman
Awadhesh Thakur – Kolkata, Bengali
K.C. Johnson – Kerala, Malayalam
Santosh Thomas – Jharkhand, Hindi

WEEK 3 (12/15)
Prison Work, Eastern US

James Boyd – NY
Eric Hester – NC
Gerry Bettencourt – RI
Frank Owen – NC
Anita Grey – PA

WEEK 4 ( 12/22)
International, Europe

Jean Price – England
Markus Wilhelm – Switzerland 
Jim Gillett – Ireland
Gil Vargas – Spain
Brigitte Sutherland – France

WEEK 5 (12/29)
Associate Instructors

Janet Freeman – IA
Carla Wills – GA
Alfredo Rios – FL
David Harmon – IN
David Possing – MN
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PO Box 1028
Dubuque, IA 52004-1028

(563) 585-2070

 Check us out online:
www.ecsministries.org

Discover Inside
Charting a Course 
     in the Caribbean 1, 4, 5
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By The Way 2
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www.ecsministries.org     1-888-338-7809     ecsorders@ecsministries.org

 This year, the Bible Book 
Challenge will be back in the Old 
Testament studying Judges by Ken 
Fleming. Start gathering your group 
together and plan to participate.

REGISTRATION STARTS
October 1, 2014

REGISTRATION ENDS
December 2, 2014

THE CHALLENGE STARTS
January 4, 2015

THE CHALLENGE ENDS
April 19, 2015

2015 BIBLE BOOK CHALLENGE

W         e are still hearing positive   
            reviews from folk who 
participated in the 2014 Bible Book 
Challenge.
 Karyl Lynn Harper, “We were 
really challenged with this study. Some 
had never done a Bible study, so it was 
very exciting to see them work through 
this course.”
 Ann Weber, “Our group is really 
enjoying the study. We feel we all 
benefit from these studies as they draw us 
closer to Jesus.”
 Over 800 people signed up to 
study The Gospel of Luke. The study 
was a great blessing to many. We were 
blessed and encouraged to read how 
God worked in the lives of the partic-
ipants. 


