
P R AY I N G TO G E T B AC K I N
B Y  L O U I S  D O O L E Y

A not going to be a pushover and owe 
anyone a debt, I planned my retalia-
tion. That night I followed him to his 
cell, waiting outside while mustering 
up the courage to rush in and kill him. 
It may seem crazy, but in my mind that 
is how I had to handle this. What hap-
pened next changed my life forever.
 A hand reached out and pulled 
open the curtain that closed off the 
cell. Inside stood three men. One of 
them asked, “Do you want to come 
in?” I thought that once inside I might 
have a better chance at taking them 
on—so I went in.
 They were having a Bible study 
and asked me if I believed in God. 
“No,” I replied. As they handed me 
some Bible tracts, my thoughts of 
violence dissipated. I went back to my 
bunk and started reading the tracts. 
One of them talked about having a 
clean slate with God. That image really 
hit home. I was in prison because of 
my terrible sins. I desperately needed 
my slate wiped clean. Instead of sink-
ing further into the bondage of sin that 
night by destroying another person, I 
put my trust in the Lord Jesus Christ 
to save me. Although I still had much 
to learn about Him, at least I knew I 
now belonged to Him.
 Before being sentenced to the state 
prison (where I figured I’d spend the 

rest of my life), I received two bits of 
advice. My friend who had given me 
the box told me the name of another 
Christian who would help and show 
me around. And another inmate, obvi-
ously not a believer, recommended 
that I “bust the head” of the biggest, 
meanest guy there so that everyone 
would know that I wasn’t a punk to be 
messed with.
 Arriving at the prison, my cellmate 
gave me a tour. In the weight room was 
a big, mean-looking man working out. 
He would be the guy to get if I wanted 
to establish my standing. But God 
provided a better way. Having been 
involved with jail Bible studies, I was 
eager to go to church in prison. At the 

Continued on page 3

Louis Dooley (right) working 
with a prisoner.

 t 19 years of age, I was sentenced  
 to life in prison, plus 100 years.
 While my paperwork was being 
processed, I was sent to the county jail,

 stripped of my pos-
sessions, and given 
only a jumpsuit to 

wear—no socks, 
no underwear.

 Shortly after 
arriving at the 

jail, a man 
approached 

me with a box 
of candy bars, 
socks, and un-

derwear. To the 
outside world, 
this simple act 

would likely 
be perceived 

as a kind 
gesture. But in 
prison culture, 
nothing is free. 
I knew sinister 
consequences 

might ensue for 
accepting items 

from another 
inmate. Yet, hungry 

and uncomfort-
able, I took the 

box. To show I was 
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Rob Tyler, Director

WHERE DOES THE TIME GO? . . .

We now have over 140 books, book-
lets, and group study guides in print, 
with 60+ available in eBook format.
 In 2013 the ministry expanded 
again when Truth & Praise came 
under our umbrella and we took on 
the publishing of their hymn books 
and the distribution of David C. Cook 
Sunday school material.
 Along the way we have continued 
to increase the number of Bible corre-
spondence courses available in English. 
We now have 100, with 34 of them 
available for study via our mobile App 
on Apple and Android devices. The 
App was developed in 2012, initially 
for Apple devices, and expanded to 
include Android devices this year.
 Latest statistics show that in 2012 
we distributed 1,335,588 Bible courses 
into over 110 countries, with about 70 
percent being completed and returned 
for grading.

 The Emmaus Road is getting 
longer with each passing year, but our 
purpose will remain the same until 
it junctions with Rapture Road—to 
reach people with the Word of God. 
Thank you for your faithful prayers 
and support of ECS Ministries as 
together we strive toward the goal of 
taking the Word to the World.

By The Way...

I ’m in a mood to reminisce a   
 little, so please join me on a short 
jog down memory lane. I penned my 
first “editorial” back in the spring of 
2003, in the revamped newsletter 
The Emmaus Road. I shared two main 
items of news in that article. The first 
was that courses were available in over 
120 languages and distributed into 
more than 100 countries. The second 
was that we had been spun off from 
Emmaus Bible College to become an 
independent organization with our 
own board and a brand new name: 
ECS Ministries.
 We’ve passed several milestones 
in the past 10 years. In 2003 we took 
over the publishing of some books 
from Loizeaux Brothers; this provided 
a boost for our fledgling publishing 
ministry. Adding the inventory and fu-
ture printing of Walterick books to our 
ranks in 2009 gave us another boost. 

H E L P  E C S  M I N I S T R I E S 
BUILD FOR THE FUTURE. 

PURCHASE 
WAREHOUSE 

$600,000

CURRENT 
FUNDS RAISED  

$67,941

Thank you! At ECS, we can never be 
thankful enough. We are thankful for 
our current warehouse, but we are also 
thankful that the Lord is providing for 
a new one.
Please use the enclosed envelope for 
your warehouse-building gift. And 
thank you for partnering with us!



MINISTRY
PRISON
C O N F E R E N C E

COMING SOON!
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first service, to my surprise, that big-
gest, meanest guy was there! He stuck 
his hand out and said, “Hi, my name is 
John.” Incredibly, that was the name of 
the Christian I was told to find!
 Soon after that, I began attending 
a Bible study run by Randy Gruber 
(Prison Coordinator for Missouri 
and Illinois). Even after all that the 
Lord had already done, my attention 
still wavered between playing softball 
or basketball games and attending 
studies. I began the Born to Win study 
course, but often set it aside. Every few 
months, though, I would get my Born 
to Win course out and work on it, then 
put it away again.
 Eventually my hunger for spiritual 
food grew stronger. I finished Born to 
Win and continued studying addition-
al courses. By then, Randy knew my 
commitment to Christ was solid. He 
offered me the opportunity to serve 
by commenting on courses from other 
inmates.
 That all happened in about 1999. 
Since then, God has continued to 
work in my life. So many things hap-
pened that can only be explained by 
God’s mercy and grace. After serving 

Continued from page 1

13 years of my life sentence I was eli-
gible to stand before the parole board. 
I thought they would tell me to come 
back again in a few years. Instead, a 
date for my release was set. My incar-
ceration was coming to an end!
 Looking back, I thank and praise 
God continually for the gifts He has 
given me, including that little box 
from a fellow Christian as I entered 
the county jail! God not only gave me 
back my freedom, but most impor-
tantly eternal life through His Son 
Jesus (neither of which I deserved).
 In 2012, Randy invited me to 
share my testimony at the ECS Prison 
Ministry Conference. We also discussed 
the possibility of me working for Set 
Free Ministries.
 Having done the work of 
grading and commenting while 
incarcerated, I was thrilled to now 
labor with the ministry “on the 
streets.” God continues to encour-
age and reward me in sharing the 
ECS courses with chaplains as well 
as recently released men and women. 
ECS courses were instrumental in my 
walk with Christ and now as the ECS 
Prison Ministry Coordinator for 

Illinois. Who would have imagined 
that?
 As I think back on the many years 
I was in prison hoping one day to be 
free, it is now ironic that my hope and 
prayer is to one day be allowed back in 
to serve and teach inmates!

Louis Dooley (left) grew to love and 
serve Christ while in prison.

Who:  ECS Prison Ministry Coordinators and  
 those interested in starting a prison  
 ministry
What:  2014 ECS Prison Ministry Conference
Where:  Emmaus Bible College, Dubuque, IA
When:  Wednesday, June 4 to Saturday, 
 June 7, 2014
Why:  To increase the special bonds 
 developed by those reaching   
 inmates for Christ and to learn   
 much from the experiences and  
 ideas of like-minded people.

H I G H L I G H T S :
✔  “Redeemed” theme featuring ex-inmates
✔  Sharing of ministry memories
✔  State of the Ministry reports
✔  Dan Smith recalling his life in ministry
✔  Warehouse Book Sale

Inmates correcting study courses at Potosi Correctional Center
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Angola—over 160 graduating, 
just in Luanda.

B Y  J I M  F L E M I N G

EMMAUS GRADUATIONS ALL OVER 
THE WORLD!

countries, where many people never have 
an opportunity for further education, 
earning an Emmaus diploma for the 
completion of a consecutive series of 12, 
24, or 36 courses is very significant.
 Adding the formality of a graduation 
gives an opportunity for family, friends, 
and the local church to celebrate this 
significant accomplishment! Graduations 
vary according to culture, some even 
with caps and gowns. Typically there will 
be local music, an uplifting message, the 
gospel clearly presented to the unsaved, 

and food to keep people around. The 
occasion gives the ECS school a chance 
to sign up new students or get others 
studying once again.
 Celebrate with these students for what 
the Lord is doing through them as they 
grow in Him and serve Him in their 
countries. 

         inishing a project, reaching a goal,  
     or winning a competition are all 
reasons for celebration. Emmaus 
curriculums are usually set up around 
series of 12 courses, on the completion 
of which the student receives a special 
diploma. More and more countries are 
celebrating this achievement with a 
formal graduation once or twice a year. 
In developing Haiti—despite poverty, earthquake 

devastation, and multiple problems, 
they study 24 courses and take a 

comprehensive exam over all 24 before 
graduating, and by the hundreds.

Honduras has many small schools 
throughout the country.

Nurul with Diploma—former 
Maccau prisoner

Bangladesh—Sharon Fleming 
presenting a prize to a graduate 

in this difficult country.

Egypt reaches out to restricted 
Arabic countries. This was a 

graduation for the first student in a 
country we cannot name.

Venezuela—life is difficult, but the believers are studying.

F
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ACROSS THE WORLD, 
OVER 1.8 BILLION 
PEOPLE CONSIDER 
THEMSELVES MUSLIM. 
THAT’S NEARLY 25% 
OF THE WORLD’S 
POPULATION . . .  OR 1 
IN EVERY 4 PEOPLE! 

Although Muslims believe the Koran to 
be sacred and  infallible, many are still 
curious about the Bible. 

Dear Muslim Friend, by Jerry Mattix, 
seeks to answer the basic questions Muslims 
commonly ask about Christianity. These 
include:
■   Hasn’t the Bible been changed?
■   How could Isa [ Jesus] be the Son of  
  God?
■   Didn’t someone else die on the cross  
  instead of Isa?

THE JESUS ACCOUNTS—
ARE THEY RELIABLE?

This is a common question from people 
who are not Christians—can we trust the 
Biblical record about Jesus Christ? 
Developed by some missionaries from 
the United Kingdom, this video is 
available in many languages. Check it 
out at www.TheJesusAccounts.tv.

ECS MOBILE – 
NOW AVAILABLE ON 
ANDROID DEVICES 
Download the Free “ECS Bible Study” 
App from either the Apple App store or 
the Google Play store to get started.

■  Select a course
■  Study the text, chapter-by-chapter
■  Answer the exam questions

With a tap of a button, send your exams 
to be graded. Less waiting, no mailing 
hassles! Get started by scanning the QR 
code with your smart phone.

ON THE GO!
The App comes with a FREE course. 
Other Bible courses can be downloaded 
at very reasonable prices.

APP TUTORS NEEDED
Become an approved commenter by con-
tacting Rob Tyler (rtyler@ecsministries.
org) and help in the grading process by 
answering the questions from Bible Study 
App students.

This book is designed to provide answers 
in an easily-understood format. More 
importantly, it sheds light on God’s truth 
as it relates to the salvation God offers to 
all people. (128 pages)

DO YOU KNOW A MUSLIM OR 
HAVE A MINISTRY TO THE 
ISLAMIC COMMUNIT Y? 
If so, contact ECS Ministries for details 
about how to receive free copies of this 
book.
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Knowing the 
All Knowing 
BY WARREN HENDERSON

The paramount reason to 
study Scripture is to learn 
what God reveals about 
Himself—to know the One 
who is all-knowing. Knowl-
edge that puffs up is not the 
goal, but rather awareness 
of God’s greatness which 
prompts us to fall on our 
faces in wonder and awe 
before Him. Understand-
ing who God is, and what 
He has done and will do, 
promotes our spiritual vital-
ity. May our comprehension 
of God prompt us to exalt 
Him and have an insatiable 
desire to know Him more. 
(176 PAGES, DEVELOPMENT 
WORKBOOK)

The Shepherd 
Leader at Home
BY TIMOTHY Z. WITMER

Husbands and dads play a 
crucial role in the health 
and survival of the family. In 
this study course (developed 
from the book of the same 
title, published by Cross-
way), leadership expert Tim 
Witmer strengthens our 
efforts to lead well. He ap-
plies a biblical framework to 
the role of leadership in the 
home, showing how effec-
tive shepherding involves 
“knowing, leading, protect-
ing, and providing for your 
family”; all the while com-
municating solid principles 
in a down-to-earth, 
conversational tone. 
(160 PAGES, BIBLE COURSE)

The Believer’s 
Battle with 
Temptation
BY R. JAY WAGGONER

Temptation to sin is inevi-
table. But does that mean 
we can’t have victory over 
it? Although every be-
liever is targeted by evil and 
confronted with tempta-
tion that comes in many 
ways, understanding the 
principles in God’s Word as 
to how we can resist it and 
triumph over it will equip 
and encourage us in our 
Christian lives. This course 
is a basic guide to spiritual 
self-defense. It is theologi-
cally sound, and intensely 
practical. 
(128 PAGES, BIBLE COURSE)

Forgiving & 
Being Forgiven
BY R. JAY WAGGONER

Forgiving and Being For-
given concisely presents 
what the Bible teaches 
about the one crucial matter 
in every relationship—the 
need to forgive one an-
other. Whether you need 
to forgive someone who has 
offended you, or you need 
to be forgiven, this course is 
your guide for repairing the 
damage. 
(40 PAGES, BIBLE COURSE)
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APRIL MAY JUNE

W O R L D W I D E  P R AY E R  G U I D E

WEEK 1 (BEGINNING 4/7)
Prison Work, International
Gerrit Blok – Canada
Bryan and Joy Ford – Macau Prison
Esther Frey – Puerto Rico
Dorothy Grieve – South Africa
Edward Kadenga – Zimbabwe

WEEK 2 (4/14)
Associate Instructors, California
David Metters
Duane and Lori Delzer
Matt Clarke
Stephen Roughton (Spanish)
Josue Abreu

WEEK 3 (4/21)
Special Areas
Apple/Android App Development
The ECS Board of Directors
Outreach through 
 www.ecsministries.org
Course Development
Course Translation

WEEK (4/28)
Regional Directors, India
Awadhesh Thakur – Bengali 
Santosh Thomas – Hindi 
K.C. Johnson – Malayalam 
John Pandi – Tamil 
B. Nimbargi – Marathi 

WEEK 1 (BEGINNING 5/5)
Associate Instructors,   

 Northeastern US
Michael O’Connor – NY
James Moriello – RI
Daril Neverson – NY
Robert Lucas – VT
James Varn Hagen – NJ

WEEK 2 (5/12)
Prison Work, Southeastern US
David Sanford – AL
Robert Scheid – GA
Rodger Turley – TX
Pat Warner – TN
Frank Owen – NC

WEEK 3 (5/19)
International – South America
Patricio Villaroel – Chile
Antonio Canchari Borja – Peru
Ruben Diaz – Paraguay
Gregorio Taborda – Colombia
Warren Brown – Brazil

WEEK 4 (5/26)
Associate Instructors, Midwest US
Lillian Bauswell – IL
Melvin McQueen – OH
Brack Strong – OH
Chris Hedlund – WI
Mike Allen – MI

WEEK 1 (BEGINNING 6/2)
Dubuque Office Staff
Steve Olson – Shipping Coordinator
Ann Alvarenga – Administrative  

  Assistant 
Darlene Fizer – Student Services
Wally and Charlene Searcy –   

  Volunteers
Sue Tyler – Editing

WEEK 2 (6/9)
International Directors, 
North America
Antonio Gomez – Dominican   

  Republic
Jean-Matthieu Cherine – Haiti
Peter Kerr – Canada (French)
Perry Wallace - Bahamas
Carlos Oronzor – Mexico

WEEK 3 (6/16)
Translation work
Dutch – bi-lingual editions
Spanish
India – various languages
Chinese
Indonesia

WEEK 4 (6/23)
Prison Work, Florida
Esther Bradford
Joseph Jeremiah
Julie Marsh
David Bosworth
Daniel Arango

WEEK 5 (6/30)
International Directors, South 
America
Stanley Boodie – Guyana
Eliseo Zuniga – Bolivia
Ruby Jean Campbell – Colombia
Ruben Quispe – Peru
Loida Salas de Gilli – Venezuela



  

PO Box 1028
Dubuque, IA 52004-1028

(563) 585-2070

 Check us out online:
www.ecsministries.org
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ECS MINISTRIES NOW 
OFFERS SUNDAY SCHOOL 
CURRICULUM FOR YOUR 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 
PROGRAM.

S U N D AY  S C H O O L  C U R R I C U L U M

www.ecsministries.org     1-888-338-7809     ecsorders@ecsministries.org

 With the New Year comes an 
exciting new opportunity for ECS 
Ministries to serve the local church 
by offering David C. Cook Sunday 
School resources that are designed to 
help students understand and grow 
in the knowledge of God’s Word. 
Support the worldwide evangelistic 

outreach of ECS Ministries by 
purchasing your David C. Cook 
Sunday School curriculum from 
ECS Ministries. For more 
information contact Rick Volgarino 
at 888-338-7809 or email your order 
for summer quarter curriculum to 
rvolgarino@ecsministries.org.


