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Rob Tyler, Director

By The Way...

 recently read a summary of an 
 article* that posed 10 reasons why 
Bible correspondence study may not 
survive. They were:
1.  Regulation: State and Federal  
 regulations may impact the 
 ministry, particularly the prison  
 work.

2.  Competition: Many other forms of  
 education could attract students  
 away from this form of study. 

3.  Image: Education by correspon- 
 dence tends to have a “second class”  
 image in comparison to other  
 methods.

4.  Creativity: There exists an ongoing  
  need to update materials and to  
 make them appealing to current  
 students.

5.  Technology: Continuing changes  
 and advances in technology create  
 a state of constant change.

6.  Cost: Printing and distributing  
 courses via “snail mail” is becoming  
 more costly compared to other 
 approaches. However, develop- 

 ment and maintenance costs of  
 more technical approaches are also  
 high and ongoing.

7.  Complexity: Bringing new courses  
 and materials into the curriculum  
 causes an increasing complexity  
 and increase in administrative 
 overhead.

8.  Market: The ways by which people  
 are educated are always changing.

9.  Relevance: Correspondence is a  
 dated mode of education. Is it the  
 right mode for our increasingly  
 “instant” society?

10. Accreditation: More and more  
 students these days are interested  
 in studying “accredited” courses  
 rather than those classified as 
 “popular level.”

 It will probably surprise you to 
learn that this article was written in 
1981! Some of the scenarios have 
changed, but the underlying issues 
are surprisingly similar. Certainly, 
here at ECS Ministries we find 
ourselves facing some of these issues. 

We constantly have to evaluate them 
so that our ministry can be true to 
our mission statement:
“ECS Ministries exists to glorify God 
by providing doctrinally sound 
resources and structured study 
materials for the purpose of teaching 
people from every nation to know 
Jesus Christ as Savior and to live in 
a way that is consistent with God’s 
Word.”

 One way you can pray for ECS 
is that God will help our board of 
directors, my staff, and me to keep 
our fingers on the pulse of the current 
world of Bible study even as we 
continue to take the Word to the 
World.

*Louis Frenzel, 55th Annual Convention of the National 
Home Study Convention.

Now at 384 pages, the 2013 Assembly 
Address Book is hot off the press. 
 The Address Book section lists 
many assemblies of Christians 
throughout the United States and 
Canada. It is a helpful resource for 
Christians who travel or relocate. It 
contains a wealth of information, 
including addresses, phone numbers, 
email addresses, websites, meeting 
times, and persons to contact for fur-
ther information.

 The Commended Workers section, 
in addition to address, phone, and 
email information, provides commen-
dation listings and ministry details. 
The list of commended Christian 
workers is published to encourage 
prayer and personal contact. 
 The Camp section lists assembly 
camp information for each state or 
province. The Service Organization 
section is categorized by ministry 
activity. 

I

Get ConneCted



3
EC

S C
O

N
N

EC
TIO

N

B y  J i m  &  S h a r o n  F l e m i n g

  hat’s what the Greek Orthodox  
 Church labels ECS courses in their 
official manual of “Sects, Heresies, 
and False Cults in Greece.” If a priest 
encounters an ECS study course, he 
consults the manual, reads the two 
pages exposing our “heresies”, sees an 
“ECS Certificate” pictured, and confis-
cates the course from his parishioner. 
 Add governmental tax issues, a 
society that does not widely read or 
buy books, plus the State Church 
actively opposing all forms of 
evangelicalism, and you grasp what 
John & Irene Kremidas face doing the 
ECS work in Greece. However, their 
enthusiasm is not deterred.
 Thirty-one years ago, Irene got John 
to attend an International Teams 
“Concert of Prayer” led by George 
Verwer. “That’s for people who have 
nothing else to do but go to the mis-
sion field,” John said. Irene had already 
arranged for a babysitter, so they went. 
At the meeting, George instructed, 
“Tonight we are going to pray for three 
closed countries in Europe: Turkey, 
Greece, and Albania. Pray that God will 
send Turks, Greeks, and Albanians back 
to their home countries, because no one 
else can go.” John told Irene, “You pray 
for Turkey. I’ll pray for Albania. We are 
not going back to Greece.” But that 
night God distinctly called John to 
leave his prestigious position in metal-
lurgy, leave the United States, return to 
his native Greece, and help strengthen 
the weak church where only 0.4% are 
evangelicals.*

 Gordon Haresign, former ECS 
Executive Director, contacted the 
Kremidases and explained how ECS 
would help them achieve their min-
istry goals. Over three decades later, 
starting with What the Bible Teaches, 
ECS continues to impact individuals. 
Their daughter Damaris, who God 
now has in Turkey, recalls: “As a kid I 
remember Dad excitedly reading letters 
he received from students! In fact in 
my mind, ECS was the reason we came 
to Greece when I was four.”
 Although the Greek Orthodox 
Church may label ECS “heretical,” 
God’s Word overcomes! The local 
church in Patras has seen 25 new 
believers baptized over the last 15 
months. The worship service we 
attended in the Corinth Assembly was 
dynamic, and what a delight to preach 
there to many ECS students—heretics 
for God in the city where Paul 
ministered! 

* “Greece.” Operation World. 2012. Web. 
30 Aug. 2012. 

Sharon Fleming measuring the width 
of a fallen column.

 John Kremidas standing on the ruins 
of the Cencrea port, near Corinth. 

Paul departed from here at end of his 
second missionary journey.

This inscription, in Corinth, mentions 
Erastus. Paul sent a greeting to Erastus 

in Romans 16:23

Jim Fleming standing in the Agora 
(market place) in Corinth.
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T    hank you! At ECS, we can 
   never thank you enough 
for your prayerful and thoughtful 
donations. You are helping us reach 
the goal of building a new warehouse. 
 As you read this, average highs in 
Iowa are 48 and average lows are 30. 
In a building that was built shortly 
after the Civil War (circa 1900), you 
can imagine, the state of the heating 
system. In the “pick” line area, there are 
overhead heaters that blow heat down 
to a small area while the rest of the 
building remains unheated.
 This is why your donation to the 
warehouse fund is so critical. There 
remains:
n	 A critical lack of storage space
n	 Multiple problems with water leaks
n	 Increased rent
n	 Neighborhood transformation,  
 requiring future relocation
n	 Harsh conditions for the storage of  
 printed material
 ECS Ministries wants to continue 
faithfully spreading the Word to the 
world. A modern warehouse is critical 
to effectively accomplishing this. That’s 
why we ask you to prayerfully consider 
the ECS Building for the Future 
campaign. 

Purchase New Warehouse—
$600,000
Upon reaching $400,000, ECS will 
start reviewing suitable property.

Relocation & Equipment Fund—
$100,000
Used to relocate from the current ware-
house and purchase needed equipment.

Building Maintenance Fund—
$300,000
Help us ensure the building remains 
suitable, without drawing heavily on 
the ministry operating fund.

Help us build for the future!

B r i c k  B y  B r i c k

PurchaSe 
WarehOuSe 

$600,000

current 
fundS raISed  

$20,000

Use the enclosed envelope for your warehouse building gift.

h e l P  e c S  M I n I S t r I e S 
B u I l d  f O r  t h e  f u t u r e . 
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New

course

christiaN
iNmates

T r u S T i n g  a  B i g  g o d

IN JANuAry 2012, 
A 4,000 quANTITy prINTINg 

puT THe NeW Walkin’ the Walk 
CourSe INTo THe HANdS oF 

prISoN MINISTry CoordINATorS 
For THe FIrST TIMe. 

Four MoNTHS LATer, THe INITIAL 
prINTINg SoLd ouT!

Never BeFore IN THe HISTory 
oF eCS MINISTrIeS HAS A CourSe 

SoLd ouT So quICkLy! 

A SeCoNd prINTINg oF 13,000 
HAS SINCe BeeN CoMpLeTed. 

 n discussing the use of power,  
 Theodore Roosevelt said, “Speak 
softly, and carry a big stick.” Unlike the 
famous President, ECS Prison Ministry 
Coordinator Bill Hulshizer is charac-
terized by speaking softly and trusting a 
big God. Along with a dozen dedicated 
volunteers, Bill, and his wife Jeanne 
minister to inmates in Connecticut, 
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, 
Mississippi, Vermont, and Maine. 
 After retiring from Merck & Co in 
1998, Bill prayed that the Lord would 
provide full-time work. A year later, the 
necessity for a new area coordinator 
arose and Bill took on the responsibility.
 Reflecting, Bill says, “I am doing 
this as a faith work and depend on God 
to supply our needs. We have had low 
times. It is during the low times when 
God gives us ways of making things 
more efficient and less costly. One way 
or another, He never lets us down.”
 Some of the challenges facing all 
ECS coordinators include postal 
regulations, increasing mailing costs, 
prison protocols, and retaining 
sufficient graders and commentators.
 In spite of trials, the blessings 
achieved will count eternally. Nothing 
thrills them more than witnessing an 
inmate be delivered from a life of sin to 
live for Him. Bill exclaims what a joy it 

is “watching how the Lord uses simple 
servants like us!” You won’t read about 
Bill and Jeanne in the history books 
as they quietly and humbly serve, but 
there will be a day when the all-power-
ful God will tell them, “Well done!”

Practical
Proves

to

“I was a Sunni Muslim for 33 years. three and a half years ago, I began ecS 
courses with the intent to find faults with christianity. Instead of finding 
faults, I found the truth and became born again 27 months ago. I accepted 
Jesus christ as my personal lord and Savior who died for my sins. I am saved 
and sure of it. I have eternal life. I now love, trust and rely on Jesus christ.” 
– Steven (cT)

“Walkin’ the Walk helped me change my character and my way of living to 
be the man God created me to be! each lesson helped me grow deeply in 
christ’s love as I study and put it into practice daily.” – khoa, TX inmate

Jeanne showing off one of the 14,409 
courses sent from the office located 

in their home.

Hundreds of courses and mailings 
line the walls at the home of  
Bill and Jeanne Hulshizer.
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Around the Table
The Basis of the Premillennial Faith
Biblical Theology of the New Testament
Blessings All Mine with 10,000 Besides!
The Challenge of Change in Assembly 
 Missions
Christian Baptism
Christian Devotedness
Church Discipline
The Coming of Christ
Cremation: Is It Christian?
The Christian Woman in God’s 
    Family and Church
Enticed By Evil
An Evening In Mingouwee
Enjoying the Psalms
The Formation of the New Testament
Getting Along With Each Other
The Grace of God
Grasping for Shadows
Growing Older, Growing Wiser
God’s Voice in the Stars
Letters Missionaries Never Write
The Miracles of Our Lord
No Other Foundation
Nuestra Razon de Ser
Our Reason To Be
The Preacher and His Preaching
Principles & Rewards of Giving
Repairing Broken Relationships
The Seven C’s of Decision Making
The Lord’s Supper
Think of Your Future
There’s a Way Back to God
Worship: The Christian’s Highest Occupation
Walking With Jesus
Your Mind Matters

So you have an iPhone, iPod, 
or iPad . . . or maybe a smart-

phone . . . or perhaps a dedicated 
eReader such as the Kindle. Well, 

now you can read Bible-based 
books and booklets on all of these 

devices. 
 Whether you want to read a 

doctrinal book like The Basis of the 
Premillennial Faith by Charles C. 
Ryrie or a devotional one like Walking 
with Jesus by David A. Glock, you have 
plenty of choices with ECS eBooks. 

 If you’re not sure which to do 
first, you can preview the first 
chapter of each on our website 
(www.ecsministries.org). Once you 
have decided which resource you want, 
simply click on the Apple or Kindle 
link to complete the purchase and 
download process. 
 Why not download an ECS eBook 
today? The main goal is to get reading, 
studying, and growing. 

ecS eBookS: 
Same reliaBle

TeXT, diFFerenT 
FormaT

a wide raNge of 

ecs eBook s 
are Now availaBle.

www.ecsmiNistries.org

n o  e B o o k
c o S T S  m o r e  T h a n

$999 $999 
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   any times over the 28 years  
   we spent as missionaries I met 
people who told me, “I pray for you 
regularly.” These wonderful people 
used a prayer guide and prayed for us, 
even though they had not known us 
personally. How encouraging!
 But, what did they pray for? 
Or, more applicable, 
how can you pray for 
“names” on a list when 
you have never met the 
people face to face? 
Here are a few ideas:

Ask God what to pray—that’s 
my first request when a name 
comes up on my list like the 
ECS prayer guide. Sometimes 
God gives me an idea right 
away of a need I might not 
have thought of myself. 

Pay attention—do they 
serve in a part of the 
world that is in the news 
because of violence, 
earthquakes, or typhoons? 
Or because of drought or 

economic struggles? You can pray for 
God’s protection, opportunities for the 
gospel, and provision of needs. When 
we were overseas we had frequent 
power cuts, and women would tell me 
they prayed that I would be able to 
cope with cooking, food storage, and 
laundry.

Inform yourself—learn what kind of 
ministry they have: Bible teaching, 
social, counseling , medical, 
evangelistic. Think about what people 
in these situations need, like wisdom, 
leadership qualities, provision of 
equipment, funding, discernment, 
or open doors, 
and ask God to 
provide them for 
the missionary.

Family or not? —a single missionary 
needs encouraging friends. All mar-
riages can use prayer. Missionary kids 
need prayer too. When missionary 
friends of ours told us their son had 
left the faith, I had to 
confess to the Lord that 
I had not specifically 
prayed for this area of 
his life. Now I always 
pray for MKs to be 
obedient to God.

Time use—so many 
activities can take up a 
missionary’s time. Ask 
God to show them what 
He wants them to do.

Faithful men and women—sadly, 
Satan loves to distract promising 
disciples with anything that keeps 
them from effectively doing God’s 
work. Every missionary 
has invested heavily in 

B y  S h a r o n  F l e m i n g

someone who gets swallowed by a job, 
moves away, or even falls into sin. Pray 
that God would raise up trustworthy 
disciples.

 Missionaries are not super-
Christians. They need prayer just 
like you do. If you would pray for 
something for yourself, the missionary 
probably needs it too. As you pray 
for a missionary, you are a vital part 
of their ministry!

 Other ways to support missionaries 
are described in the ECS book 
An Evening in Mingouwee.
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e c S  W o r l d W i d e  P r ay e r  g u i d e - W I n t e r  2 0 1 2

NOVEMBER 2012 DECEMBER 2012 JANUARY 2013

Week 1
Prison Work, Northwest US

Mike Rice – Oregon
Mindy Sauerlender – Washington
Betty Steenmeyer – Alaska
Bari Mitchell – Alaska/Spanish
Russ Bevan – Alaska

Week 2
Associate Instructors, Central US

Craig Rolinger – Illinois
David Possing – Minnesota
David Harmon – Indiana
Faye Wahls – Iowa

 Ruth Hughes – Missouri

Week 3
Special Funding Areas

2013 Bible Book Challenge
Local Jail Ministries
Outreach through the eCS website
Course Development
Course Translation

Week 4
Oceanic Regional Directors

Faith Connell – NSW, Australia
Nilesh Goundar – Fiji
Lindsay Smith – New Zealand
John and ethel Orr – Queensland,  
 Australia
Len Smith – National Director,   
 Australia

Week 5
Dubuque Office Staff

Volunteer Graders
Gary Griswold – Online Courses
emalie Neils – Publications Assistant
Terry Wilson – Chairman of the  
 Board 
Steve Olson – Warehouse   
 Coordinator

Week 1 
Prison Work, Southeast US

Bill Atkinson – North Carolina
esther Bradford – Florida
ed Goodwin – South Carolina   

  (Spanish)
ken Gross – Georgia
Gerald Tice – South Carolina

Week 2 
International Directors, 
North America, Caribbean, 
and Central America

Peter kerr – Canada
Antonio Gomez – Dominican Republic
Jean-Mattheiu Cherine – Haiti
Jorge Rosa – Honduras
Carlos Oronozor – Mexico

Week 3
  Dubuque Office Staff

Melody Marshall – Grader
ellen Volgarino – Administrative  

  Assistant
Wally and Charlene Searcy –   

  Volunteers
Darlene Fizer – Student Services
Jim Fleming – International   

  Coordinator

Week 4
 Associate Instructors, Central US

John Avery – Illinois
Ron Beard – Kansas
Irv Risch – Minnesota
Janet Freeman – Iowa
Todd Carter – Missouri

Week 5
 Special Funding Areas

International Ministries Fund
Scholarship Fund
General Fund
Prison Ministry Fund
Publishing Ministry Fund

Week 1
International Directors, 
South America

Brad Hallock – Bolivia
Christine Fenning – Ecuador
Ruben Quispe – Perú
Loida de Gillies – Venezuela
eduardo Carbone – Argentina

Week 2 
Translation work

Rwanda – Ikinyouwanda language
Philippines – Tagalong/Ilikani   

  language
12/24 India Project – 12 courses in 24  

  languages
Holland – Dutch language
Indonesia – Indonesian language

Week 3 
Prison Work, Central US

 Grant Gruber – Missouri
John Lopez – Colorado
Gaylord kramer – Indiana
Will Nuce – Kansas
Frank Strmic – Illinois

Week 4 
International Directors, India

kC Jacob – National Coordinator
Awakhesh Thakur – Kolkata
kC Johnson – Kerala
CP Mathew – Orissa 

 AD Rathnakara – Karnataka

“I have been incarcerated for 4 years. 
during this time, ecS has been a part 
of my life, part of my family. I cannot 
thank you enough. a special thanks to 
those who have corrected my studies 
and have been an inspiration to me 
through their comments.” – John (nh)
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“lennie Spitale is stepping onto the 
ecS scene at a crucial time. he is 
committed to the spiritual welfare 
of the prisoner. May Walkin’ the Walk 
make a positive impact for years to 
come.”  – rodger Turley, director  
Texas Write-Way Prison Ministries

registration Starts: October 9, 2012
registration ends: november 30, 2012
The challenge Starts: January 2, 2013
The challenge ends: april 29, 2013

“Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of 
the ungodly, nor stands in the path of sinners,
nor sits in the seat of the scornful; but his delight is 
in the law of the Lord, and in His law he meditates 
day and night.” Psalm 1:1

Psalm 1 is one of the 13 psalms in the course 
My God and I: Selected Psalms. Join with christians 
across the country and your own local church by 
participating in the 2013 Bible Book challenge.

nOW is the time to get your group together and 
register for this event!

registration, including the study course and 
grading, is only $5.20. complete details are 
available at www.BibleBookchallenge.org. 

M y G o d a n d 
I:  S e l e c t e d 
P S a l M S
By ken Fleming
 (132 pages)
the book of Psalms, 
a collection of 150 
hebrew poems, has 
been the devotional 
favorite of God’s 
people down through the centuries. In the 
Psalms, believers expressed their hearts to God.  
the thirteen psalms selected for this ecS study 
course cover the believer’s relationship to God 
amid the circumstances of life.

JOIn ecS MInIStrIeS 
In the 2013 

BIBle BOOk challenGe
Donating to ECS Ministries through 
a charitable gift annuity will reap 
spiritual fruit in evangelism and 
teaching of God’s Word throughout 
the world.

Consider:
	 n  Your financial resources used to  
  purchase a charitable gift annuity
	 n  Potentially increasing your own  
  personal income
	 n  Enjoying a significant charitable  
  deduction

B l e S S i n g S  a B o u n d

	 n  Assisting in the development  
  and distribution of sound, Bible  
  based books and study guides  
  that are used around the world.

 If you would like to invest and 
partner with ECS Ministries in this 
worldwide outreach, call or write for 
more details. There is no obligation; 
just complete the form below and 
mail it to us in the enclosed return 
envelope. 

name: 

address:

Cit y State:    Zip Code:

Phone:

 I would like more information on a charitable gift annuity, through  
 Believer’s Stewardship Services.

“I have truly enjoyed the Bible study 
lessons that you have been sending 
me. they have helped me a lot with my 
every day walk with my lord and Savior, 
Jesus christ. Please pray for my present 
situation, that God would give the family 
members I have hurt a forgiving heart 
toward me.” – Forrest (mS)

3



10
EC

S C
O

N
N

EC
TIO

N

A few years ago (2009), we showed you 
the process ECS takes to publish a book 
or correspondence course. Now with 
the availability of eBooks, that process 
has changed slightly. 

Here is our updated process of how a 
book or course becomes a reality. Not 
an easy path, but a detailed, time-con-
suming process taking anywhere from 9 
to 18 months and $5,000 to $6,000 for 
a book to get into the hands of a reader.

“I have seen guys who were heartless, 
vicious criminals converted into 
loving men, and glad to lend a hand 
to someone in need after accepting 
Jesus christ as lord and Savior. 
God has given them a heart of love.” 
– Willie (mS)

“I’m hungry for my next course. 
I depend on ecS courses to feed on. 
I’m so blessed by them and forever 
thankful.” – robert (ma)
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S P o T l i g h T:  e a S T e r n  e u r o P e
B a S e d  o n  J i m  F l e m i n g ’ S  6 - W e e k  T r i P

ECS in Eastern Europe is potential 
waiting to get out of the box but with 
many protective wrappings that keep 
it from getting out with power. Those 
are: low evangelical populations 
producing a minimal student and 
worker base; lack of funds in places; 

difficulties in transitioning from 
missionary to national leadership; 
little history of Emmaus besides last-
generation missionaries; distribution 
not being decentralized; small vision. 
But is there potential? Yes, there 
certainly is! A basic curriculum in 

many languages; well published and 
ready-to-use courses; a passion for 
the unsaved; a recognized need for 
discipleship; great Christians willing 
to work on our enthusiastic ECS 
teams at personal sacrifice. ECS is 
ready to make an impact.

elen Mikesova leads a dynamic ecS 
team in the czech republic – eager to 

add non-prison students and reach out 
to churches.

lots of courses and a great structure 
are all in place in Slovakia for younger 

workers to take over and move ecS into 
the next generation.

help needed in hungary – a man to 
make known the courses by traveling 
to assemblies and churches. krisztina 

needs more graders!

for 59 years Bill and Maria have lead 
ecS Italy. now a group of younger men 

is considering taking on the ministry.

cluj, romania, starting place for new 
romanian ecS work.

Serbian student’s responses indicate 
true conversions guided by Vladimir’s 

intense discipling.

far-reaching, five-year goals set by
Bulgarian ecS director, Ivelin Minkov.

renewed enthusiasm in Greece 
includes the desire to translate 

much-needed courses.

i



  

PO Box 1028
Dubuque, IA 52004-1028

(563) 585-2070

 Check us out online:
www.ecsministries.org

12
EC

S C
O

N
N

EC
TIO

N

Discover Inside
2013 Assembly Address Book 2
By The Way 2
Heretical! 3
Building for the Future Update 4
New Course Proves Practical 5
Trusting a Big God 5
eBooks – Same Text, Different Format 6
How to Pray for Missionaries 7
Worldwide Prayer Guide 8
2013 Bible Book Challenge 9
The Publishing Process 10
Spotlight: Eastern Europe 11

ClUj, RoMANiA 

connect 
with us!

f a c e b o o k . c o m / e c s m i n i s t r i e s

yo u t u b e. c o m / e c s m i n i s t r i e s

www.ecsministries.org     1-888-338-7809     ecsorders@ecsministries.org


