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Since 1942, Emmaus Correspon-
dence School has been faithfully 
bringing the Word to the World. Last 
year alone, over 1.4 million corre-
spondence courses were distributed 
through our network of Associate 
Instructors, Prison Coordinators, 
and International Ministry Partners. 
That’s over 2½ courses every minute 
of every hour of every day of the year!

 ECS Ministries is effectively 
reaching these students in all 50 states 
and in more than 105 countries. At 
home, in churches, small group stud-
ies, city events, homeless shelters, or 
prisons and jails, ECS Ministries is 
systematically teaching the Bible in 
over 120 languages.
 However, all this does not hap-
pen by itself. We need your help and 
partnership, now more than ever.

Background
Last year, a major water leak from the 
sprinkler system poured water down 
onto our warehoused inventory. 
Over 180,000 pieces were damaged, 
necessitating an insurance claim for 
$49,000, many hours spent on clean 
up, and administration related to the 
claim. In the last six years, we have 
suffered the effects of four water 
leaks.
 The current warehouse is located 
on the second floor of a turn-of-the-
century (circa 1900) building in a his-
toric district of the city of Dubuque. 
This location in the Dubuque Mill-
work District Revitalization area is 
now part of an effort to transform 
former factory buildings into urban, 
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 rowing up, one of our 
 daughters’ favorite bedtime  
 stories was The Spooky Old 
Tree, in which three intrepid bears, 
undaunted by the loss of rope, flash-
light, and stick, visit a mysterious tree 
by night. Well, using a little imagina-
tion, I invite you to join me on a visit 
to our “Creaky Old Warehouse,” and I 
can reassure you that it doesn’t house 
any of the fearsome creatures that the 
bears came across on their adventure. 
 As we approach the 4-storey, 
100-year-old red-brick building, no-
tice first the lack of parking space. As 
the parking lot is full, we’ll use this va-

The Creaky Old WarehOuse

Rob Tyler, Director

cant meter on the side street. Follow 
me through these double doors on 
the first floor and up this steep flight 
of stairs. (Yes, I have to stop here and 
catch my breath, too.) Now, through 
this second set of doors, and here we 
are—the ECS warehouse. Here in 
front of us you can see the mailing 
machine, the computer that Steve and 
Al use to access UPS shipping infor-
mation, and the general packing area. 
(Please excuse the mess!) And over to 
the right and to the left, as you might 
expect, are boxes and boxes and boxes 
and . . . well it is a warehouse!
 Yes, those large pillars you see 
do get in the way of wheeling and 
carrying boxes back and forth. Now 
look down at your feet—can you 
imagine what a pain it is to push a 
cart between the storage and packing 
areas on that uneven floor? The poor 
lighting, the grimy windows, and 
the lack of adequate heating and any 
air-conditioning contribute to the 
dismal atmosphere. And yes . . . good 
eye . . . those are, indeed, water stains 
from the deluge last year when the 
sprinklers burst again. All part of the 
warehouse “experience.” 
 By now you’re wondering, how 
do all those boxes get to the second 
floor? Surely not up the stairs and 
through that door! Well just around 
the corner to your left, you can see the 
freight elevator. (Yes, it’s even older 
than me!) The delivery point is on the 
first floor on the opposite side of the 
building to where we came in. Trucks 
arrive at the unloading dock and the 
guys transfer the pallets of material 
from the trucks to the dock. From 
there they move them across the first 
floor, through areas leased by other 
organizations, to the freight elevator. 

You have probably already guessed 
that to ship to our customers requires 
a return journey taking that same 
cumbersome route.
 I know it takes even more imagi-
nation, but in the next few years, 
these walls and floor space will be 
transformed into apartments, offices, 
and retail space, as this building is 
right in the middle of a redevelop-
ment area. So we’re doing our own 
forward-planning and asking God to 
provide through His people the funds 
we’ll need to get our own warehouse. 
If you would like to help us, just des-
ignate your gift for our “Building for 
the Future” project.
 Before you go, be sure to read 
the testimonies on page 4. The 
practical business of funding and 
finding a new warehouse may seem 
a far cry from testimonies of how 
God is working in prisoners’ lives, 
but really, it’s not. It’s just one of 
the essential factors involved in 
our taking the Word to the World. 
Thank you for partnering with us.

By The Way...

G



3
EC

S C
O

N
N

EC
TIO

N

(continued from page 1)

mixed-usage neighborhoods. As such, 
rent will likely be increasing as the 
area improves, and in 5 years, our 
current building may no longer be 
used as a warehouse. Additionally, the 
building lacks adequate security, heat-
ing and cooling systems, lighting, and 
access to modern technology.
 The issues prompting us to plan 
for the future can be summarized this 
way:
	 •	 Lack	of	space	to	meet	our		
  changing needs

	 •	 Problems	with	water	leaks	
  impacting inventory (4 times 
  in the last 6 years)

	 •	 Increased	rent	as	the	area	
  develops

	 •	 Neighborhood	transformation		
  will require future relocation

Benefits of the Warehouse
 The warehouse is a vital part of 
ECS Ministries. Being able to store a 
significant level of inventory affords 
us the opportunity to offer numerous 
benefits to our Prison and Interna-
tional Coordinators, other ministry 
partners, and students. 
 Our ability to provide printed 
material because of reliable, adequate 
storage is an important part of our 
operating program. 
	 •	 Our	ministry	partners		 	
  are not required to carry large  
  amounts of printed stock

	 •	 	Materials	purchased	in	large		
   quantities = lower printing  
   prices

	 •	 	 Savings	are	passed	on	to	
   associates, students, and 
   customers

	 •	 	 Partners	retain	flexibility	of		
   ordering based on their 
   storage capabilities

The Project
As ECS Ministries carries on its mis-
sion, we realize the importance 
of securing a permanent and safe 
warehouse structure. To do so, we 
have established a Building for the 
Future campaign. This campaign 
seeks to raise the following funds:

 P u r C h a s e  N e W 
 W a r e h O u s e 
 $ 6 0 0 , 0 0 0
 When the fund reaches   
 $400,000, ECS Ministries will  
 start reviewing suitable 
 properties.

W a r e h O u s e  F a C T s

400 inventory items
1,300,000 pieces in inventory

 e s T a b l i s h  r e l O C a T i O N  & 
 e q u i P m e N T  F u N d  –    
 $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0
 This fund will be used to relocate  
 from the current warehouse and  
 to purchase needed equipment/ 
 storage racks.

 C r e a T i O N  O F  a  b u i l d i N g 
 m a i N T e N a N C e  F u N d  –    
 $ 3 0 0 , 0 0 0
 This fund will ensure that the  
 building remains in a suitable 
 condition and allows for the  
 expenses of owning a building  
 rather than leasing without 
 drawing heavily on the current  
 ministry operating fund.

Building for the Future!
By giving financially to this project, 
YOU make the distribution of Bible 
courses to students possible for years 
to come. Please partner with ECS 
Ministries in bringing the Word to the 
World. Help us build for the future!

Looking across the warehouse

connect with us!

f a c e b o o k . c o m / e c s m i n i s t r i e s
y o u t u b e . c o m / e c s m i n i s t r i e s

Pick line for small orders

Water-logged exams

http://www.facebook.com/ecsministries
http://www.youtube.com/ecsministries


From the Prisoner’s Pen
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gary griswold, of Northern hills bible 
Chapel in Cincinnati, Oh, is retired with 40 
years’ experience in the field of software 
development. gary has devoted the last 2 
years of his retirement to working on a new 
grading system for eCs. While we believe 
the prison ministry will use paper courses 
for many years, associate ministries will see 
great gains in clerical efficiency by using the 
online system. The objectives of this project 
include:
	 •	 Online	grading
	 •	 Centralized	student	
  transcripts
	 •	 Access	to	student	records	and		
  commenting from any 
  computer

Paul and his wife have served as jail 
and prison chaplains in russia and in 
riverside County, California, jails since 
1993. Toward the goal of encouraging 
these specially-called ministers, Paul will 
explore the theme “The groaning of the 
Prisoner: The Need for the ministry” 
(Psalm 102:19-20) and “equipped for the 
battle: using the right Weapons” 
(2 Corinthians 10:3-5).

T h i s  y e a r ’ s  P r i s O N  m i N i s T r y  CO N F e r e N C e 
FeaTures sessiONs WiTh 3 guesTs, eaCh giFTed iN Their OWN Field. 

bill harbeck, founder and director of 
holding on to hope ministries, is sound-
ing the alarm of childhood sexual abuse 
and internet pornography. bill travels 
the country speaking to anyone who will 
listen about this evil. Holding on to Hope 
provides awareness seminars and healing 
workshops, and has just opened a one-of-a-
kind home for male survivors to recover 
from the damage of living a lifetime of 
shame.

“i thank god for my instructor. god has done a 
wonderful thing by putting it into your hearts to 
help inmates like me come to know and study our 
Creator. The love and time all of you put in to 
making	God’s	Word	available	to	us	is	amazing.	
may god bless you and your families.” 
–Lorenzo in Nevada

“i saw one of your studies and thought it was 
good. i am 35 and serving a 35-year sentence here 
at angola state Prison. i knew a little about the 
bible before i came to jail, but i would really like 
to become a Christian.” –Randall in Louisiana 
(working on Born To Win)

“i was a sunni muslim for 33 years. Three and a 
half years ago, i began emmaus bible study 
courses with the intent to find faults with 
Christianity. instead of finding faults, i found the 
truth and became born again 27 months ago. i 

accept Jesus Christ as my personal lord and savior 
who died for my sins. i am saved and sure of it. i 
have eternal life. i love, trust, and rely on Jesus 
Christ.” –Steven in Connecticut

“i have received the lord Jesus Christ while 
studying the courses. i considered myself ignorant 
of the things of god. Thanks to these courses, 
little by little, i am learning new things.” 
–George in Texas

P a u l  F r e e m a Ng a r y  g r i s W O l d b i l l  h a r b e C k

http://www.holdingontohope.org


You can give a one-time gift to ECS 
Ministries through a charitable gift 
annuity. In addition to a cash gift, you 
may also partner with us by using stock 
or other assets. These financial resources 
can be used by you to fund a charitable 
gift annuity. In many cases, you may 
increase your own personal income 
and also enjoy significant tax savings, 
all while assisting ECS Ministries in our 
literature work.

If you would like to invest and partner 
with ECS Ministries in this way, call Rick 
Volgarino at 563-585-2070 or email him 
at rvolgarino@ecsministreis.org.

a N N u i T i e s

The 2012 bible bOOk 
ChalleNge sTudyiNg 

THe GoSpeL of MaRk

47 churches registered – a new record 
750 individual participants

highest percentage yet of churches 
turning in exams for grading

an average group score of 99% 

Check out the 2012 Bible Book Challenge 
results at www.BibleBookChallenge.org. 

From the Prisoner’s Pen a N  e x Pa N d i N g  C u r r i C u l u m

Judges: disObedieNCe, 
deParTure, disCiPliNe, 

& deliveraNCe

“We are Pleased TO add T WO COurses TO Our CurriCulum, 
WhiCh NOW iNCludes mOre ThaN 90 COurses! 

Judges exPaNds Our Old TesTameNT CurriCulum aNd gOd’s 
maNdaTe FOr missiONs, TOPiC al sTudy, exPlOres The maNy 
FaCeTs OF missiONs. bOTh are PriCed aT $7.95 (Plus s&h).

gOd’s maNdaTe 
FOr missiONs

God is using His people to “make dis-
ciples of all nations.” That’s missions! 
To be involved in missions is the most 
wonderful privilege in the world. In this 
study you will discover many aspects 
of world missions, beginning with its 
biblical foundation. You will also learn 
about what kind of people God uses 
and the special role of the church in 
fulfilling God’s plan. Methods, logis-
tics, and the challenge of reaching peo-
ple who are living in different cultural 
settings will be discussed. This will lead 
to a review of the contemporary world 
and the work that God is doing today.

The book of Judges records how the 
nation of Israel failed God repeatedly, 
prompting Him to allow the pagan 
people in the land and surrounding 
areas to oppress them. Whenever 
Israel cried out to God for help, He 
would graciously raise up leaders to 
deliver them from their enemies and a 
time of peace would ensue—until the 
next time they failed. This book of the 
Bible has many practical lessons for us 
today.
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connect with us!

f a c e b o o k . c o m / e c s m i n i s t r i e s
y o u t u b e . c o m / e c s m i n i s t r i e s

https://www.ecsministries.org/674994.ihtml
https://www.ecsministries.org/684426.ihtml
http://www.ecsministries.org/666462.ihtml
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In the new study course God’s 
Mandate for Missions, Ken Fleming 
not only reminds us of God’s purpose 
and strategy for missions, but also of 
our individual call to this work. 
Check your current knowledge of 
this topic by mentally answering these 
questions from the first exam.

1. Acts 1:8 is a key verse mentioning  
 the success of missions due to
  A. the obedience of the disciples
  B. the power of the Holy Spirit
  C. the message of the witnesses
  D. the preaching of Paul

2. What were some of the elements  
 that made the first Gentile church  
 healthy?
  A. Love, laughter, and 
   application of truth taught
  B. Flexibility and incorporation  
   of local culture
  C. Teaching, structure, and  
   practical concern
  D. Sharing, singing, and 
   friendliness

3. Elements of guidance from God  
 to enter some form of special 
 service include
  A. changing circumstances
  B. good and godly counsel
  C. the subject of much prayer
  D. all of the above

4. Missionary work is generally 
  A. cross-cultural service
  B. open to everyone
  C. any service for God
  D. revealed by God in visions

5. Missionaries encounter 
 opposition primarily because   
 they are 
  A. from another culture
  B. from a superior country
  C. trying to change the lifestyle  
   of those to whom they 
   minister
  D. trying to do the work of God  
   in Satan’s territory
6. Some of the ways Paul 
 communicated include
  A. preaching, teaching, and  
   singing

God’S MaNdaTe foR MiSSioNS 
makes a greaT 

small grOuP sTudy. 
The exams PrOmOTe 

ParTiCiPaTiON aNd CaN 
be used as disCussiON

 quesTiONs. gaTher yOur 
grOuP TOgeTher aNd sTarT 

learNiNg mOre abOuT 
This imPOrTaNT subJeCT. 

  B. disputes, defense, and debate
  C. both A and B
  D. neither A or B

7. Which languages are among the  
 world’s 10 major languages?
  A. Portuguese, Chinese, and  
   English
  B. Chinese, English, and Dutch
  C. Farsi, French, and Japanese
  D. Hindi, English, and Swahili

miNdFul OF missiONs

1-B  2-C  3-D  4-A  5-D  6-C  7-A
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1. Nathan Johnson
Prison Coordinator
Mississippi

2. Ed Goodwin
Prison Coordinator
South Carolina - Spanish

3. Bill Atkinson
Prison Coordinator
North Carolina

4. Mary Ann Bell
Prison Coordinator
Various Eastern US States

5. Russell Bevan
Prison Ministry
Alaska

6. Peter Kerr
Regional Director
Canada

7. David Harvey
Regional Coordinator
Philippines

8. Steve Olson
Shipping Coordinator
ECS Office – Dubuque, IA

9. Peter Clift
Regional Director
Japan

10. K.C. Johnson
Language Coordinator - Malayalam
Regional Director - India

11. Awadesh Takur
Language Coordinator - Bengali
India

12. Nat Rodgers
Regional Director
Norway

13. Anatoly Slivca
ZAM - Regional Director
Moldova

14. Brigitte Sutherland
Regional Director
France

15. Enris Nase
Regional Director
Albania

1. Degefa Sedoro 
ZAM - Regional Director
Ethiopia

2. Ferreira Sandala
Regional Director
Angola

3. Pray for gifts to the General Fund.

4. Alan Park
Regional Director 
Zambia

5. Cleophas Muguti
Regional Director
Zimbabwe

6. Roosevelt Chea
Associate Instructor
California

7. Stephen Roughton
Associate Instructor
California

8. David Bosworth
Associate Instructor
Florida

9. Georgia McLaren
Associate Instructor
Florida

10. Pray for the work in Taiwan.

11. Gerrit Blok
Prison Ministry
Canada

12. Mark Wainwright
Publications Editor
ECS Office – Dubuque, IA

13.  James Boyd
Prison Ministry
New York

14.  Pat Clark
Prison Ministry
Pennsylvania

15.  Jean-Matthieu Cherine
ZAM - Regional Director
Haiti

16. Jorge Alberto Rosa
Regional Coordinator
Honduras

17. Oscar Gamero
Regional Director
El Salvador

18. Oscar Cubas
Regional Director
Nicaragua

19. Lo Ah Asai
Regional Director - Mandarin
Malaysia

20. Pakistan Bible Correspondence  
 School

Languages: English & Urdu
Pakistan

21. Pray for the prison ministry 
 in the USA.

22. Ruth Hughes
Associate Instructor 
Missouri

23. Peter Daley
Associate Instructor
Montana

24. Michael O’Connor
Associate Instructor
New York

25. Pray for the translation work 
 in China.

26. Ron Goossen
Prison Coordinator 
Oklahoma

27. Dave Ganze 
Prison Ministry
Illinois

28. Will Nuce
Prison Coordinator
Kansas

29. Gerald Tice
Prison Coordinator
South Carolina

30. Patrick Warner
Prison Coordinator
Tennessee

31. Alfredo Rios
Associate Instructor
New York

ECS Worldwide Prayer Guide
MAY 2012 JUNE 2012
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16. Lindsay Smith
Regional Director
New Zealand

17. Gerry Bettencourt
Associate Instructor
Rhode Island

18. Marlon Govender
Regional Director - English
South Africa

19. Patrick Mulenga
Regional Director 
Mozambique

20. Pray for funding
for the publishing ministry.

21. Robert Lucas 
(Bethany Bible Chapel)
Associate Instructor
Vermont

22. Pray for the ministry in Malaysia.

23. Ricky Menking
Associate Instructor
Texas

24. Ruby Jean Campbell
Regional Director
Colombia

25. Janet Freeman
Associate Instructor
Iowa

26. David Possing
Associate Instructor
Minnesota

27. Patricio Villarroel
Regional Director 
Chile

28. Jim Bilhorn
Prison Ministry
Wisconsin

29. Esther Bradford
Prison Coordinator
Florida

30. Phyllis Cunningham
Prison Ministry
Washington

 

1. Artis Powell
Jail Impact Ministry
Ohio

2.  Rafael Hirujo
Spanish Prison Ministry
New Jersey

3. Y. Micah Lu
Regional Director 
Taiwan, R.O.C.

4. Pray for the funding of the   
 International Ministry.

5. Yuri Yur
ZAM - Regional Director
Ukraine

6. Ann Alvarenga
Administrative Assistant
ECS Office – Dubuque, IA

7. Janos Lehotay-Kery
Regional Director
Hungary

8. Ken Gross 
Prison Coordinator
Georgia

9. Manuel M. Aleman 
Regional Director 
Spain

10. Bojan Zmavc
Regional Director
Croatia

11. Martin Vedder
ZAM – Home Office
Germany

12. Pray for translation work in Spain.

13. John Finegan
Regional Director
Malawi

14. Pray for the work in Jordan.

15. B.M. Nimbargi
Regional Director
Mumbai, India

16. Esther Frey
Regional Director
Puerto Rico

17. Jonahas Cruz
Regional Director
Costa Rica

18. Wally & Charlene Searcy
Grader/Office Staff – Volunteers
ECS Office – Dubuque, IA 

19. Frank Owen
Jail Impact Ministry
North Carolina

20. Maurice McMillion
Associate Instructor
Texas

21. Jeff Hage
Prison Ministry
New York

22. Robert Hofmann
Associate Instructor
Texas

23. Grant Gruber
Prison Ministry
Illinois

24. Gary Davis
Prison Coordinator
Rhode Island

25. Bill Douglas
Prison Coordinator 
Nevada

26. Orion Thames
Associate Instructor
Mexico

27. Earl Detweiler
Associate Instructor
Texas

28. Irv Risch
Associate Instructor
Minnesota

29. Art Lyle
Prison Coordinator
Utah

30. Joseph Jeremiah
Prison Coordinator 
Florida

31. Pray for the expansion of the   
 ministry of our Associate Instructors.
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There’s a Way 
Back to God
When a Chris-
tian sins, he 
does not lose 
his salvation, 
but his joy and fellowship with God are 
gone. Backsliding can happen to any be-
liever. But God is a God of restoration. 
He longs to see the restored backslider 
rising above the failures of the past and 
living a Spirit-filled life. This booklet 
describes the practical steps involved in 
getting back into fellowship with God.

True Brokenness
When something 
is broken, its value usually 
declines or disappears altogether. But 
it isn’t that way in the spiritual realm. 
Brokenness is one of the finest elements 
of a strong character. As we walk in 
fellowship with the Lord, He will show 
us areas in our individual lives where 
we need to be broken at the foot of 
the cross—and there He will give the 
needed grace to overcome.

Think of Your Future
Each of us has only one life to live. That 
fact should cause us to spend time in 
serious reflection on how we can best 
live it. Are we living for ourselves or for 
God? Do our activities, our passions, 
and our goals honor God or are they 
self-serving?

B o o k l E T S  B Y 
William maCdONald

$1295
PLUS S/H

$395
PLUS S/H

$895
PLUS S/H

Enticed by Evil: The Believer’s Battle 
with Temptation
Every believer is targeted by evil and 
confronted with temptation that comes 
in many ways. Without understand-
ing the principles in God’s Word for 
resisting temptation, we will not be 
able to do so. Enticed by Evil is a basic 
guide to spiritual self-defense. Suitable 
for personal use and small group study, 
Enticed by Evil is both 
theologically sound and 
intensely practical.

Repairing Broken Relationships: 
Forgiving & Being Forgiven
This book concisely presents what the 
Bible teaches about a crucial matter in 
every relationship—the need to forgive 
one another. Whether you need to 
forgive someone who has offended you, 
or you need to be forgiven, Repairing 
Broken Relationships is your guide for 
repairing the damage.

B o o k S  B Y 
r. Jay WaggONer

$1295
PLUS S/H

$395
PLUS S/H

$895
PLUS S/H

$1295
PLUS S/H

$395
PLUS S/H

$895
PLUS S/H

transform

Your

help
Gifts

Broken
lives
TO  d O n aT e  u s e  T h e 

e n c lO s e d  r e p ly  c a r d

https://www.ecsministries.org/681378.ihtml
https://www.ecsministries.org/681379.ihtml
https://www.ecsministries.org/680422.ihtml
https://www.ecsministries.org/680425.ihtml
https://www.ecsministries.org/366644.ihtml
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d O W N  u N d e r  i N  s u m m e r :  e s C a P i N g  i O W a ’ s  W i N T e r
B Y  J I M  &  S h a R o n  F l E M I n g

Len Smith, Regional Director for 
Australia in the storeroom at Emmaus 

Bible College, Sydney

Jim and Sharon with Eleanor and Noel 
Sheen, past director of ECS Australia

a u s T r a l i a  a l i v e

Australia may be the last continent to 
have been inhabited, but when Dr. Ed 
Harlow visited it in 1953, it became the 
site of the first Emmaus International 
School. Sharon and I were there to 
celebrate their 60th anniversary, and 
celebrate we did.
 The 60th Anniversary Dinner was 
a sellout event, with participation from 
many partner ministries that cooper-
ate in the statewide prison work. It was 
quite emotional to have former ECS 
director, Noel Sheen, participate as he 

has developed mesothelioma.
  The work is coordinated by 
Emmaus Bible College in Sydney New 
South Wales—Australia’s largest city, 
and one of the world’s most beautiful, 
but not the capital.
 Len Smith and his team in Sydney  
do a great job of importing, stocking, 
and distributing courses to the vari-
ous centers. Faith and Basil Connell 
enthusiastically lead their team in New 
South Wales, reaching mostly prisoners 
with magnificent results. We spent a day 

strategizing about the future, and 
Len Smith is going to be traveling the 
country stimulating interest and 
looking for teams in each state.
 In Queensland, John and Ethel Orr 
minister full-time to prisoners from 
their efficient office in Redcliffe, 
supported by their local church. They 
sent out over 2,100 courses last year. 
The prisoners in their discipleship 
program are constantly asking questions 
keeping them very busy.

Follow Jim’s travels on our YouTube channel: www.YouTube.com/ECSMinistries.

ECS Australia strategy meeting. ECS Australia team present at 60th 
Anniversary in Sydney

Faith Connell, ECS Director 
for New South Wales

John Orr, ECS Queensland  
with Jim Fleming.

http://www.youtube.com/ecsministries
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Lindsay Smith, Regional Director of 
New Zealand, showing requests for 

courses from prisoners just that week!

Most unique McDonalds I have found. 
An old DC-3, used in the Pacific War, 

is now part of the dining room.

N e W  Z e a l a N d  N u g g e T s

F i J i  F a N T a s i e s

A quick flight to Fiji brought us near 
the end of our trip.
 Tropical heat and humidity slapped 
us as we disembarked in Nadi with 
visions of white sands and crystal-clear 
waters swarming with brilliant fish. 
It was just as well we saw the pictures 
beforehand, because in order to see 
these palm paradises you have to travel 
far from the main island. However, bril-
liant fish were not what we were fishing 
for on this trip. We got to meet people. 

I preached to their congregations and 
Sharon taught the women. In Nadi, we 
were able to explain to the assemblies 
what ECS does and how it can help 
their current ministries. 
 Our next adventure was a 4-hour 
bus ride to the capital. Suva is where 
Nilesh Goundar is starting ECS in Fiji. 
Nilesh works in the foreign aid depart-
ment at the Australian Embassy and his 
wife is an Oxford graduate. The Suva 
assemblies now have an Emmaus Bible 

School on Tuesday and Thursday morn-
ings taught by Brother Joseph while 
Nilesh teaches night class for others on 
Wednesdays with 66 people enrolled!
 We spent the weekend meeting 
these people and talking about other 
opportunities to reach out with ECS 
courses. Maybe we did not experience 
the tourist Fijian fantasy, but then, 
kingdom work is not a fantasy – it is for 
eternity.

I met Lindsay Smith at the first 
ECS Global Strategy Conference in 
Dubuque in 2004, but it took 7 years to 
get to his beautiful city of Wellington, 
on the southern tip of the north island.

 ECS was set up on Ed Harlow’s 
same trip “down under” and at one 
point had an expanding influence as 
a New Zealand mission group, GLO, 
took the courses to many Pacific 

countries. GLO no longer exists but 
Lindsay still serves correspondence 
students scattered on these islands. The 
bulk of his students are also behind 
“state walls,” so they have lots of time 
to do the courses. Many are of Maori 
origin, and Lindsay has an even simpler 
series of courses for those that struggle 
with ECS-level English at first. The 
testimonies of God’s grace on the lives 
of these inmates, who do not need to 
be told they are sinners, make the sun 
gleam even brighter off of Wellington 
harbor and the deep green hills all 
around. 

A quick bus stop while we cross 
the island of Fiji.

Teaching about ECS in Suva Sharon talking with Nilesh’s wife, 
Mere, after the ladies’ meeting
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PO Box 1028
Dubuque, IA 52004-1028

(563) 585-2070

 Check us out online:
www.ecsministries.org

www.ecsministries.org     1-888-338-7809     ecsorders@ecsministries.org

Discover Inside
Building for the Future 1, 3
The Creaky Old Warehouse 2
From the Prisoner’s Pen 4
Prison Ministry Conference 4
An Expanding Curriculum 5
Mindful of Missions 6
Worldwide Prayer Guide 7,8
International Update 10,11
Start ’em Young 12

From books to booklets to group study 
guides, ECS Ministries has a wide range of 
Bible-based resources to help you, your study 
group, and your church. 
 For complete information (and to 
preview the 1st chapter of each resource), 
visit www.ecsministries.org.

s T a r T  ’ e m

Megan, 2 years, and Tyler, 8 months, belong to 
Mark and Kari Wainwright. Mark serves as ECS 
Ministries’ publications coordinator.

“Now that I’ve got a little brother, I need to know 
how to get along with him!”

“Look, Daddy – I’m already learning to feed myself 
from excellent Christian books!”

http://www.ecsministries.org
www.ecsministries.org

