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“I have only recently come to trust in the 
Lord. Your courses were of immense help. 
As I continue to become more familiar 
with Scripture I find myself getting more 
and more excited.” 
–Tom (CANADA)

“I have lived my life thinking I knew about 
Jesus and God. My thoughts and whole life 
has changed since I have been reading the 
Bible and doing your courses and these 
lessons in The Christian Life.” –Ron (CA)

“Thanks for the great study in The Gospel 
of Luke and for your letter of encouragement. 
It is nice to hear from you because in this 
place so little encouragement is given 
when so much is needed. I have grown so 
much from your courses that my life has 
been changed and I am able to put God’s 
truths into practice.” –Mark (WI)

“Plant My Feet On Higher Ground is very 
good. God’s Word will make straight the 
crooked and put light in darkness. All 
Christians should read this book!” 
–Kevin (AK)

“I’ve tried other 
Bible courses, but 
none has intrigued, 
inspired, or taught me 
like yours. Proverbs for Life
was very inspiring. How much I’ve changed 
and grown through my Christian journey. 
I love doing your studies and I thank you 
for sending them!” –Allen (TX)

By The Way...

Rob Tyler, Director

           e publish the ECS Connection
            just four times a year. We’re 

limited to that frequency not just by 
lack of funds but by being kept busy 
with the very things that we want to 
tell you about (it’s frustrating!). 

However, additional news about 
the ECS world is readily available in 
other periodicals that you may have 
access to. In the May and June editions 
of Missions Magazine (published by 
CMML in the USA) you can read 
about Warren and Linda Brown using 
the courses in Brazil, Ruby Campbell 
reaching out in Barranquilla, Colombia 
to over 600 prison inmates, and Daniel 
Webster signing up students from a 

high school in Kumasi, Ghana with 
plans to reach out to students in other 
high schools.

In the June issue of Echoes Mission 
Magazine (published by Echoes of 
Service in the UK) you can learn about 
Malcolm and Hannah Coombes 
distributing ECS Arabic courses in 
France as well as to Libyan students 
who are studying in England, and of 
Nat and Jennifer Rodgers using ECS 
courses to reach prison inmates in 
Norway, where Nat says the courses are 
a great help in explaining the gospel.

Then in the June edition of The 
Treasury magazine (published in New 
Zealand) there is a report about 

Lindsay and Eleanor Smith using ECS 
courses in evangelism, with testimonies 
from three students who have 
confessed Christ as their Savior.

These magazines regularly carry 
reports of our Associates and the work 
they are doing with the ECS courses.  
It is a reminder to me of the world-
wide reach of this ministry. And it’s a 
reminder to us all of the value of using 
the international daily prayer guide to 
uphold the many folk who are involved 
in taking The Word to the World.



For additional pictures and a detailed 
conference report, visit the ECS website 
at www.ecsministries.org.

Conference Comments
“The conference was profitable; it is 
always good to get together with those 
who have an interest in the Lord’s work.”  
–Bill Hulshizer (PA)

“Thanks for a fabulous conference—one 
of the best ever!”  –Dick Hopkins (CA)

“It was a privilege to meet so many 
like-minded people with a desire to reach 
those in prison.” –Gerry Bettencourt (RI)

“You have certainly been blessed by a 
super team at Dubuque. May our Lord 
bless you all as only He can! 
 –Ken Gross (GA)

“It was a spiritually uplifting time for 
me. I am encouraged to have seen what 
the Lord is doing through ECS 
Ministries.”  –Lennie Spitale (PA)

ministry. Lennie mentioned that of the 
8 million prisoners worldwide, the 
United States alone accounts for 2.3 
million of those. And because prisoners 
develop a distinctive culture behind 
bars, ministry workers must be aware of 
their way of life. 

With thirty-three years of ministry 
experience, Lennie spoke of the 
tremendous opportunities of prison 
ministry, referring to it as the third 
“Great Awakening.” He emphasized that 
numerous changes are currently taking 
place in the US prison system including 
access restrictions, budget cuts, religious 
pluralism, gang activity, infectious 
diseases, aging inmates, political 
correctness, and after-care opportunities. 
Lennie mentioned that correspondence 
courses will play an increasingly larger 
role in reaching inmates as visitation 
restrictions increase. 

Other notable conference events 
included:

  of the Ministry report.

  of the growing Hispanic prison 
  population, and of related ministry 
  opportunities.

  and Botanical Gardens.

  how to expanded one’s ministry, 
  and how to manage difficult   
  problems.

  the new Divine vs. Natural   
  Viewpoint course.

  report and website tutorial.

  ministry.

Dave and Jiss Spence, known as the 
Western Gospel Duet, entertained the 
conference guests with their bluegrass 
Christian music. Dave and Jiss minister 
to inmates at Iowa correctional facilities 
and provide sign-up lists for inmates to 
take ECS courses. Enrollment responses 
have been excellent. 

At the conference, guests mingled 
together and shared information, 
concerns, and stories. To see veteran 
coordinators encouraging new workers 
and graders was a blessing. 
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(continued from page 1)

Lennie Spitale—“Most people involved 
in prison ministry are in it for 20 minutes 

or 20 years. Either you really hate it 
or you really love it!”

Joseph Cabral—“The ECS courses have 
helped me develop an understanding of the 

Bible and of Jesus Christ.”

Henry Sanchez challenged the group 
to reach out to Spanish speaking inmates.

Dave and Jiss Spence—
Blue Grass done right!
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Lennie Spitale (2010 
Prison Conference 
keynote speaker) has 
written several 

publications about prison opportunities 
including Prison Ministry: Understanding 
Prison Culture Inside and Out. Here’s a 
powerful excerpt from his book.

“I do not know of any more fertile 
ground for the gospel in all of the United 
States than our jails and prisons. I make 
that statement unequivocally and 
without reservation. If you are looking 
for a more fruitful harvest field, apart 
from leaving the country, you will be 
hard pressed to find it.

Think of the following scenario: 
Where else can you find so many for 

whom the façade of self-sufficiency has 
been stripped away? Where else can you 
enter a place that is filled from top to 
bottom with people who know they have 
done wrong and, in most cases, readily 
admit it? Where else can you find so 
many broken, hurting, lonely people all 
collected together in one small space? 
Where else can you enter a community 
where so many of its members have been 
humbled? Where else can you enter an 
arena where every unbeliever understands 
that your function is to talk about God? 
And further, that they expect you to 
bring Him up?

Where else can you strike up a 
conversation with strangers and have 
over 90 percent of the people you 

encounter willing to speak with you? . . .
Think about this! What I have 

described is a razor-wire beehive filled 
with humbled souls who know they have 
done wrong, who are often broken and 
repentant over their condition, and who 
are now giving you their full attention. I 
often ask them, ‘How many of you 
would have given me two minutes of 
your time when you were out on the 
streets?’ The answer, almost always, is 
none of them. Then I announce that 
God, in His great mercy and 
compassion, has slowed them down long 
enough to consider the claims 
of the gospel and has put 
them in a gracious state 
to receive it!”

A FAITHFUL SERVANT 
GOES HOME
Ralph Nichols, president of Write-Way 
Prison Ministries for 28 years, went home 
to be with the Lord on July 5, 2010. 
Ralph’s deep devotion and great labor 
was obvious to those in prisons across 
Texas and Louisiana. May Ralph’s 
testimony of faithful service encourage 
us to continue steadfastly in proclaiming 
the Gospel to those behind bars.
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             ttendees can be hindered from    
             reaching a conference for many 
reasons—health, family emergency, a 
sudden change in plans—but a volcano?
   During the past year, 25 Emmaus 
Coordinators from 5 continents had 
been planning to meet in Pracht Sieg, 
Germany from April 19-21, 2010 to 
discuss the worldwide activities of 
Emmaus Correspondence School in 
105 countries. The April eruption of 
Icelandic volcano Eyjafjallajokull closed 
down the skies over Europe. Although 
stranded in London, the Lord 
miraculously provided for me to find 
passage through the English channel 
tunnel and on to the conference. Eight 
attendees, however, never left their home 
countries or were stranded for up to 4 
days in inconvenient places. 
   With nearly 30% of our participants 

absent, including Rob Tyler (director of 
ECS Ministries), we were curtailed in 
our decision making. Despite this, the 
main topics were still discussed and 
action plans set in place for many areas 
of the global ministry, including:

Internet study programs
Multi-language use of courses
Nationalizing ministry activities
The huge thrust of entering China
Translation policy and procedures
Other technical and logistical topics

    Vision was cast regarding how to serve 
ECS country ministries more effectively, 
identifying and praying about entering 
new countries, the need for financing in 
developing countries, and how to create 
effective children’s courses.
    It was a real thrill to discuss and pray 
together with men from 5 continents, 
each of whom have ministries that reach 
into multiple countries in various 
languages, touching literally thousands 
of lives—all for the glory of the Lord!

Regional Coordinator Conference

BY JIM FLEMING
INTERNATIONAL COORDINATOR

Representing many countries and languages, each person is actively serving Christ by taking the Word to the world.

Holger Meyer talked about evangelistic 
tools and methods.

During meal times, attendees enjoyed 
sharing ideas and learning from 

one another.
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2010 Bible Book Challenge Results

          ongratulations to everyone who    
          participated in and completed 

the 2010 Bible Book Challenge. Everyone 
is a winner for having spent time studying 
the Word of God. This year 43 churches 
registered with over 740 individual 
participants.

Churches with the highest total scores

1. Grace Baptist Church,   
  Glidden, IA  98.97%

2. Grace Bible Fellowship, Pinole, KS
  98.67%

3. Countryside Bible Chapel, Ames, 
  IA 98.06%

4. Dalkena Community Church, 
  Newport, WA 97.71%

5. Hillery Bible Chapel, Danville, IL
  97.14%

Fourteen students finished the 
Challenge with a perfect score on all 12 
exams.

For a look at the final results, and how 
each group finished, go to the ECS 
Ministries website at www.ecsministries.org
and click on the Bible Book Challenge 
Logo. While on the website, check out 
some of the helpful Bible study courses 
offered by ECS Ministries. 

Registration for the 2011 Bible Book 
Challenge will run from October 11 to 
November 30, 2010. The book for the 
study will be Ecclesiastes: Is There 
Meaning to Life?

Sixteen churches had participation 
completion rates of 100%

1. Asbury Community Chapel, 
   Dubuque, IA

2. Adelanto Community Church, 
   Apple Valley, CA

3. Arbor Oaks Bible Chapel,   
   Dubuque, IA

4. Calvary Way Baptist Church, 
   Pembroke, NC

5. East Freedom Chapel, Imler, PA
6. Grace Baptist Church, Glidden, 

   IA
7. Grace Bible Fellowship, Pinole, 

   CA
8. Hillside Gospel Chapel,   

   Middletown, NY
9. Needham Bible Chapel,   

   Needham, AL
10.First Congregational Church, 

   Kewanee, IL
11.Dalkena Community Church, 

   Newport, WA
12.Hillary Bible Chapel, Danville, IL
13.Interlochen Bible Chapel,   

   Interlochen, MI
14.Three Oaks Bible Chapel,   

   Macon, GA
15.River Grove Bible Church, River 

   Grove, IL
16.Summit Missionary Baptist 

   Church, Summit, MS

“The phrase under the sun forms 
the single most important key 
to understanding the book of 
Ecclesiastes. The fact that it occurs 
twenty-nine times indicates the 
general perspective of the author. 
His search is confined to this 
earth. He ransacks the world to 
solve the riddle of life. And his 
whole quest is carried on by his own 
mind, unaided by God. This study 
will help you to understand this 
thought-provoking book.” (96 pages)
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1. Philip Cin Suan Nang
Regional Director
Myanmar

2. Young Yon Kim
Regional Director
Viet Nam

3. Herbert Martin
Regional Coordinator
ZAM, Central Africa

4. Spencer Dibble
Regional Director
Nigeria

5. Domingos Meque
Regional Director
Mozambique

6. Tecate Mission
Regional Director
Tecate, CA

7. Janet Freeman
Associate Instructor
Atlantic, IA

8. John Headrick
Associate Instructor
Florissant, MO

9. Rick Volgarino
Operations Manager
ECS Ministries

10. Phyllis Cunningham
Prison Ministry
Yelm, WA

11. Dennis Hill
Prison Coordinator
Wisconsin

12. Tin Petronica
Prison Ministry
South Plainfield, NJ

13 Lindsay Smith
Regional Director
New Zealand

14. Nilesh Goundar
Regional Director
Fiji

15. Jorge Rosa
Regional Director
Honduras

16. Xavier Mathew
Manipuri Language 
Director  India

17. Pray for the
Spanish translation work 

18. Kian Tan
Regional Director
Cambodia

19. Richard Strout
Regional Director, 
French Canada

20. Bill Ridgeway
Associate Instructor
Kent, WA

21. Dorthy Maxey
Associate Instructor
Roanoke, VA

22. Julie Marsh
Prison Ministry
Panama City, FL

23. Walter Martin
Prison Ministry
Kenilworth, NJ

24. Rodger Turley
Prison Coordinator
Texas and Louisiana

25. Pray for funding for
Chinese course printing

26. Gladwin Packwood
Regional Director
Bermuda

27. Peter Ferry
Regional Director
Thailand

28. David Harvey
Regional Coordinator
Southeast Asia

29. Jimmy Wong
Regional Director
Hong Kong

30. Thomson Chacko
Khasi Language Coordinator
India

31. Thomas Joseph
Mizo Language Coordinator
India

FALL 2010

1. Ginger Rettig 
Associate Instructor
Bellville, TX

2. John Swain
Associate Instructor
Spotsylvania, VA

3. Sellers James Jenkins
Associate Instructor
Saratoga, NC

4. Frank Owen
Prison Ministry
New Bern, NC

5. Martha Denehy
Associate Instructor
Lancaster, PA

6. Bill Atkinson
Prison Coordinator
North Carolina

7. Jim Fleming
International Coordinator
ECS Ministries

8. Patrick Bennett
Prison Coordinator
Iowa

9. Esther Bradford
Prison Coordinator
Florida

10. Patrick Warner
Prison Coordinator
Tennessee

11. Faith Connell
Regional Director
New South Wales, Australia

12. Jan Ribar
Regional Director
Serbia

13. Pray for the
Correspondence Schools
in Pakistan

AUGUST

SEPTEMBER
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14. William Standridge
Regional Director
Italy

15. Jan Hudec
Regional Director
ZAM, Solvakia

16. Elen Mikesova
Regional Director
Czech Republic

17. Allen Price
Regional Director
Czech Republic

18. K. K. Oommen
Punjabi Language Coordinator
Punjab, India

19. Milo VandeKrol
Associate Instructor
Waterloo, IA

20. Eleanor Westman
Associate Instructor
Little Lake, MI

21. Ruth Hughes
Associate Instructor
St. Louis, MO

22. Melvin McQueen
Associate Instructor
Cleveland, OH

23. Pray for funding for
the Scholarship Program

24. David Ganze
Boone Co. Prison Ministry
Belvidere, IL

25. Gladys Temple
Prison Ministry
Augusta, GA

26. Mike Rice
Prison Coordinator
Idaho, Oregon, Washington

27. Eliseo Zuniga
Regional Director
Bolivia

28. Pray for the
Chinese translation work

29. Grant Ferrer
Regional Director
Nicaragua

30. Gregorio Taborda
Regional Director
Colombia

16. Rajeev Nicholas
Regional Coordinator
South and East Asia

17. John Lopez
Prison Coordinator
Colorado, Nebraska, Wyoming

18. Gaylord Kramer
Prison Coordinator
Indiana

19. Pray for the
2011 Bible Book Challenge

20. Faye Wahls
Associate Instructor
Garnavillo, IA

21. Donald Williams
Associate Instructor
Winona Lake, IN

22. Todd Rabideau
Associate Instructor
Cadyville, NY

23. Harold Bermel
Associate Instructor
Havertown, PA

24. Cleophas Caines
Regional Director
Trinidad and Tobago

25. Robert Armstrong
Regional Director
Tanzania

26. Bryan Ford
Regional Director
Hong Kong

27. Robert Belgrave
Regional Director
Barbados

28. Pray for the
translation work in 
Eastern Europe

29. Pray for funding
for the General Fund

30. George Khalil
Regional Director
Israel

31. Pray for funding for 
printing Bible courses

1. Eduardo Carbone
Regional Coordinator
Southern South America

2. Esther Frey
Regional Director
Puerto Rico

3. David Possing
Associate Instructor
Hokah, MN

4. Pray for the ECS Board Meeting
on Oct. 7

5. Frank Smith
Associate Instructor
Pleasantville, NJ

6. Peter Daley
Prison Ministry
Stevensville, MT

7. Brack Strong
Associate Instructor
Hamilton, OH

8. Fred Steenmeyer
Prison Coordinator
Alaska

9. Mark Scoggins
Prison Coordinator
Arkansas

10. Joyce Young
Administrative Assistant
ECS Ministries

11. Will Nuce
Prison Coordinator
Kansas

12. Orlando Castro
Regional Director
Ecuador

13. Ruben Diaz
Regional Director
Paraguay

14. Stanley Boodie
Regional Director
Guyana

15. Andreas Reh
Regional Coordinator
North and Central Asia

OCTOBER
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      ohannes Strauss’s Blue Danube is 
      a beautiful piece of music—and 
strolling by the banks of this famous river 
in the quaint village of Dömös, Hungary 
(an hour from Budapest) is a wonderful 
experience. But it gets even better! 
Only 100 yards away from the river’s 
edge is a Brethren retreat center. This is 
where 37 of us gathered from April 
23-25 to discuss and pray through issues 
facing the correspondence work in 
ex-communist, secular, and materialistic 
European countries.
Meeting around the Lord’s table on 
Sunday morning with 15 languages 
represented, singing the Lord’s praise 
from many “tribes and nations,” was 
truly a taste of heaven. Other highlights 
included:

  new Emmaus teams with young 
  adults eager to reach their   
  generation.

  workers who suffered through the 
  oppression of communism.

  opportunities for mutual support 
  and help among some of the Balkan 
  countries.

  to a French sister that she is to take 
  on the French ministry next year.

  vision to assist and even enter   
  countries in western Europe that 
  have little or no Emmaus presence.

  During these multi-national regional 
conferences, the Lord is actively guiding, 
organizing, coordinating, motivating, 
and moving His work ahead. Our job is 
to catch that vision and serve Him 
whole-heartedly.
  Pray for Europe and the ECS work. 
It is a dark continent—much more so 
than Africa—but the Lord is still 
building His church there, and men and 
women need to study His Word. That’s 
where we can help! Pray regularly and 

help financially by designating your gift 
for Europe in general or for a specific 
country. You could even visit a country 
and help for a short time in one of the 
ministry offices.

BY JIM FLEMING
INTERNATIONAL COORDINATOR

European Regional Director Conference

The purpose of the conference was to develop visionary goals and help move the 
correspondence ministry ahead in European countries.

The picturesque Retreat Center 
was the site of practical discussion 

and collaboration.

Parliament Building on the 
Danube River in Budapest.

Sessions included how to expand course 
distributions, guide translation efforts, 

recruit graders, and use technology.
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What, Me evangelize?

   ne of the greatest privileges of  
   the Christian believer is to be 
associated with God in the important 
work of winning souls to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Few things that we can do are 
as far-reaching in their consequences. 
Truly, “the personal worker” affects 
eternity and will receive eternal rewards 
(Dan. 12:3).

 So closely does God identify Himself 
with soul winners that He even permits 
them to speak as if they themselves 
were able to save souls. For instance, 
in Romans 11:14, when Paul speaks of 
saving some of his own people, the Jews, 
he writes, “If by any means I may . . . save 
some of them.” Again, in 1 Corinthians 
9:22, he says, “I have become all things 

to all men, that I might by all means save 
some.” We all know that Paul himself 
could not save anyone. Yet God gra-
ciously allows him to use this language 
because of the close way in which He 
links Himself with the human instru-
ments by whom He furthers His work.
 But personal evangelism is not only a 
great privilege; it is also a solemn duty.    

The following excerpt is Chapter 1 from 
Winning Souls the Bible Way by William MacDonald.

O
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The following are but three of many    
New Testament passages which 
emphasize the responsibility of each 
Christian in this matter and the divine 
plan of worldwide evangelization 
through the witness of individuals.

The first is the Great Commission, 
Matthew 28:19-20. Here the Lord 
commands His disciples to:

  nations.

  Father, the Son, and the Holy 
  Spirit.

  had commanded.
It is pointless to argue that this com-

mand was only intended for a particular 
group of people or for a certain period 
of time. It is the ongoing order of the 
risen Lord to everyone whom He has 
purchased with His blood.

The second passage, Ephesians 4:11-
12, also teaches the important truth of 
every-member evangelism. Follow this 
train of thought: According to verse 11, 
the ascended Christ gave “gifts” to men. 
What were these gifts? They were men 
with divine qualifications for propagat-
ing the Christian faith. Some of these 
men were apostles, some were prophets, 
some evangelists, some pastors and 
teachers. Verse 12 tells us why the Lord 
gave these gifted men—so that, through 
them, all the saints might be equipped 
to carry on the work of the ministry, so 
that in turn the body of Christ might be 
edified (built up). 

This is a very important point. The 
gifts (we emphasize that these are 
people-gifts, not the variety of gifts 

given to every believer as detailed in Ro-
mans 12 and 1 Corinthians 12) were not 
given so that the saints might sit back, 
enjoy their ministry, and be perpetually 
dependent on them. Rather, these men 
were provided/given for the purpose 
of training the saints to do the work of 
ministering. (This, of course does not 
mean that all believers are expected to 
be platform preachers, but it does mean 
that God’s purpose for every saint is to 
be engaged in making Christ known.)

The final passage is found in 2 Timo-
thy 2:2. The apostle Paul, addressing 
Timothy, writes: “And the things that 
you have heard from me among many 
witnesses, commit these to faithful 
men who will be able to teach others 
also.” The immediate focus of the verse 
concerns passing biblical truth to oth-
ers in the church, but it also provides 
a principle that we should follow in 
personal evangelism. Each of us should 
commit the truth to others, instruct-
ing those others to do the same, so that 
the knowledge of Christ will flow out 
in ever widening circles, just like the 
ripples of a pond. 

Someone has pointed out that there 
are four generations of Christians in this 
one verse. How quickly the family can 
grow! Beginning with one man, if the 
number of Christians could be doubled 
each year, there would be 2,147,483,648 
believers at the end of 31 years. We see 
this law of reproduction in nature all 
around us. In five years, one grain of 
wheat or rice will multiply to produce 
thousands of bushels. It is not surpris-
ing, therefore, that the Bible very often 
uses the process of sowing seed to illus-
trate the work of evangelism (Ps. 126:6; 
Eccl. 11:6; Matt. 13:1-23).

To summarize, then, we have learned 
that personal work is:

  eternity.

  every Christian.

  greatest number of people in the 
  shortest period of time.

The question each of us must now 
face is this: What am I going to do 
about it? To conclude this introduction, 
hear the words of Charles M. Alexander: 
“The last thing the devil wants you to 
do is to win a soul definitely to Christ. 
If you don’t believe, try it. The devil will 
let you go to prayer meetings, he will 
let you talk on religious subjects, and 
do many mighty deeds, if only you will 
stop short of persuading men to accept 
Christ as Lord, and openly confess Him 
before men.”

WINNING SOULS THE BIBLE WAY

One of the greatest privileges 

of the Christian believer is to be 

associated with God in the important 

work of winning souls to the Lord 

Jesus Christ. This course will prepare 

you for this by providing guidance 

about personal responsibility, how 

to use God’s Word, the role of the 

Holy Spirit, presenting the gospel, 

challenges and difficulties, follow-up, 

and other important areas. After 

you complete the course you will be 

ready to win souls “the Bible way.”

(continued from page 10)
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