
 Have you seen the tourism 
advertisements for “Incredible India”? 
They portray a luxurious image of the 
country. But when I visit India to 
encourage our correspondence course 
partners, I see the “real” India. I sleep in 
their houses, eat their delicious curries, 
take their transportation—bicycle-
rickshaws and crowded buses—hear 
them talking among themselves, walk 

the streets with the crowds, cows, sights, 
and smells, make many good friends, 
and let them see that I am there to 
associate with them and help them 
develop their Bible correspondence 
ministries. 
 The correspondence school ministry 
is changing in India. After decades of 
help from ECS USA, they now have 
their own governing board and a new 

vision to associate the forty or more 
Emmaus workers by state into one 
team. They want to expand the work 
into more languages and see the Bible 
courses become a household name for 
Bible teaching in the local churches.
 Currently the Emmaus work is 
perceived principally as an evangelistic 
ministry. Consequently it has been 
mostly used by evangelists and ignored 
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by Jim Fleming, International Coordinator

(continued on page 3)

Growth and Progress!



By The Way... a WEIghty MattER

My responsibilities here at ECS 
Ministries are many and varied. One of 
the main ones (which I admit gives me a 
few sleepless nights) is looking for ways 
to make the most out of every dollar we 
receive, whether it be a donation or a 
payment for goods. Let me share with 
you one way that we as a team here at the 
ECS Ministries head office recently 
helped towards that general goal in a 
significant way.

When our main prison course, Born 
to Win, came due for reprinting, we 
discussed how we could make it lighter 
in weight. (As you can imagine, the 
weight of a course is very important since 
postage is a “heavy” ministry expense.) 
We already print the course on lighter 
than standard paper, so what else could 
we do? We did not want to do anything 
that would “cheapen” the look of it, 

mainly as this would distract from the 
content. After some discussion about 
using even lighter paper (could they write 
on that?) or printing in a smaller font so 
it would take up fewer pages (could they 
read that?), we decided to change the 
cover from a “card” style to a “gloss 
paper” style. The result was a great 
looking publication at 1/3 of an ounce 
lighter. Depending on what else is sent 
with this course, the mailing cost could 
be reduced by 17 cents each mailing—a 
potential savings of over $11,000 a year 
across the whole ministry! Well, that was 
some weight off my mind!

When folk ask us what we do, our 
responses tend to focus on the “end 
result” impact of the ECS literature and 
courses—but it’s finding ways to make 
the most economical use of the material 
we produce that help get those results.

Please pray for us as we work on 
these kinds of ministry details. Pray for 
the Lord to provide the funds we need to 
keep taking the Word to the World. And 
thanks for your partnership in this 
endeavor.

An Emmaus Correspondence School 
instructor is an encourager—one who 
provides support, encouragement, 
teaching, and direction. As an ECS 
instructor reads the comments that a 
students writes on his exams, he may 
himself be encouraged, and perhaps even 
challenged. 

A distribution of 408,000 courses 
within the United States last year meant 
that over 1,100 were received each day. 
And with a return rate of around 65 
percent, this means that on average over 
725 courses are graded daily! Now that’s 
a lot of grading!

It takes a huge team of thousands of 
Christians to grade these correspondence 
courses. Being an instructor is rewarding 
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a MUtUaL MInIStRy OF 
EnCOURagEMEnt

In the Indian “tuk tuk” taxi, there always seems to 
be room for more people!

Contrasts abound—but all need to hear the 
Gospel.

  dId yOU  
  KnOW?

•	 Over	22,000	courses	were		 	
 distributed in India in 2008.

•	 Courses	are	translated	in	14		 	
 different Indian languages.

•	 There	are	over	2,000	Indian		 	
 assemblies.

•	 The	population	of	India	is	over	
 1 billion!

•	 Primary	religions	of	India	include		
 Hinduism, Islam, and Buddhism.

•	 Only	about	1.8%	of	Indians	are		
 evanglical Christians.

•	 False	gods	outnumber	people	in		
 India 3 to 1.

•	 With	150,000	post	offices,	India	has		
 the largest postal network in the  
 world. But it is not unusual for a  
 letter to take two weeks to travel just  
 30 miles.

•	 There	are	300,000	active	mosques		
 in India, more than in any other  
 country.

as a teaching tool in the local churches. 
For	ECS	to	survive	and	become	an	
Indian-supported ministry, it must be 
based in the local church, for the local 
church. The new governing board set up 
“Emmaus Days” in Andhra Pradesh and 
Kerala—each state having around 1,000 
local assemblies. The response of church 
leaders was encouraging when they 
understood that the courses are mainly 
for discipling believers—exactly what 
the churches need! 
 Most of the 40 Indian Emmaus 
directors met for a 3 day conference in 
Bhopal to strategize how these changes 
need to occur. One significant change 
took place there and then: instead of me 
running the conference (as in the past), 

this time the new board took the 
initiative to enthusiastically endorse and 
promote the ministry. During this 
conference, Victor Sundararaj (a 40 year 
veteran) was honored as he retired from 
leadership. The ongoing responsibilities 
of the ministry rests with these Indian 
believers. Pray for them and for this new 
era of ECS Ministries in India.

The 3-day all-India conference in Bhopal proved to 
be a time of much interest, teaching, and encourage-
ment.

The first Emmaus office in India opened in 1952. 
Will you partner with Indians in translation of the 
12/24 India Project? Contact ECS Ministries for 
details.

Victor Sundararaj was honored for 40 years of 
service with the correspondence ministry.

(continued from page 1)and encouraging to both the instructor 
and the student. Why not volunteer your 
own time in grading these Bible study 
courses—and in this way have your own 

meaningful ministry. Contact ECS 
Ministries today for information on how 
to get started.

Rob Tyler, Director



a WaRM RECEptIOn In aLaSKa
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by Al Stoltz, Prison Coordinator

This isn’t your everyday sign! It made me realize that this was definitely Alaska!

Steve DeLisio, Fred Steenmeyer, 
Mike Ensch, Al Stoltz

God’s transforming power is evident 
in Dan and Jack’s life.

. . . and this isn’t your everyday 
church goer!

Many people are needed in making 
prison ministries successful. Consider 
volunteering your time to help grade 
courses.

DiD You KnoW?

Alaska is a land of dramatic beauty, harsh 
weather, and friendly people. I recently 
had the opportunity to travel to the 
beautiful	city	of	Anchorage	to	meet	Fred	
Steenmeyer, the first resident Alaskan 
Prison	Coordinator.	Fred’s	contagious	
personality and sincere love for people is 
obvious in his service for the Lord. 
During	my	three	days	in	Alaska,	Fred	
took me to visit the Anchorage 
Correctional Complex several times. 
  Many of the men at this prison facility 
have been routinely studying the 
correspondence material. “Your Bible 
courses are really helping me grow,” said 
one fellow named Craig. “I used to hate 
taking tests, but the course exams help 
me remember what I studied. I’m now 
actually	excited	to	study	the	Bible.”	For	
many of the men at this correctional 
facility, the ECS program is their very 
first step to understanding who Christ is, 
what He has done for them, and how 

they can trust Him as their Savior. 
During the visit, I met Mike Ensch, the 
official state chaplain who directs other 
chaplaincy programs. Mike is a strong 
Christian who endorses the ECS courses 
and encourages inmates to use them. 
	 Fred	also	took	me	to	visit	the	Spring	
Creek Correctional Center, the only 
maximum security prison in Alaska. 
Located in the midst of scenic mountains 

and surrounded by national parks, the 
formidable guard tower and barbed wire 
is certainly a sobering sight. At Spring 
Creek, I shared a devotional message and 
answered questions concerning ECS. One 
inmate who is now a Christian expressed 
his gratitude for the courses and for the 
fact that the men do not have to pay for 
anything—not even postage. It was a neat 
experience to hear how the courses have 
benefited the students.
 On Sunday, I spoke at Anchorage Bible 
Fellowship.	Afterward,	Fred	and	I	met	
with Dan and Jack, two ex-offenders who 
attend the church. Both men raved about 
how the courses impacted their lives and 

drew them into God’s Word. Dan, in his 
mid-fifties, is an ardent believer and 
steadily growing in his faith. Jack, who is 
only 23 years old, said he is considering 
enrollment at Emmaus Bible College. 
Anchorage	Bible	Fellowship	has	proven	
most helpful and hospitable to the 
ex-inmates attending the chapel. 
	 Fred	has	earned	the	respect	of	many	
hardened individuals. He is very up-front 

with	the	inmates.	Fred	tells	them	in	a	
straightforward way that Jesus Christ is 
their only hope and stresses that a 
converted soul must result in a changed 
life.	Fred	dedicates	nearly	every	waking	
hour to evangelism—especially within the 
prison ministry. It is impossible not to be 
encouraged by his vision and dedication. 
 Though not as large in enrollment 
numbers as other ECS prison ministries, 

the	effectiveness	of	Fred’s	involvement	is	
just as profound. I truly enjoyed visiting 
with	Fred	and	seeing	him	in	action.	I	find	
that no matter which prisons or jails I 
visit, Christian inmates are living out a 
testimony that demonstrates the power of 
Christ in transforming lives. It’s great to 
know that the ECS prison courses are 
helping draw people to the Savior.

686,293 State population

13 number of correctional  
 facilities

5,344 inmate population

4,750 Male

594 Female

5,813 Ex-inmates on parole / 
 probation

–2008 Alaskan Prison Statistics



Featuring statistics, testimonials, 
and course information, a new 
5-panel brochure is sure to get you 
interested in the dynamic ECS prison 
ministry.

The colorful brochure provides 
inmate testimonials that, in their 
own words, describe the spiritual 
transformation of their lives. Help us 
introduce more people to the ECS 
Prison Ministry and show them how 
it provides a powerful and effective 
way to reach and teach inmates with 
God’s Word. Just let us know how 
many of these free brochures you 
want, and together let’s get the 
word out.

C a l l  T o d a y 
f o r  y o u r  f r e e 
B r o C h u r e
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ECS WORLdWIdE pRayER gUIdE
FEBRUARY

1. Dorothy Grieve
Regional Director
South Africa

2. Antonio Canchari
Regional Director
Peru

3. Mark Wainwright
Publications
ECS Ministries

4. Herbert Martin
Regional Coordinator
ZAM, Central Africa

5. Loida Gillies
Regional Director
Venezuela

6. Enrique Vazquez
Regional Director
uruguay

7. Lennie Spitale
Prison Ministry
Garnett Valley, PA

8. Pray for the work in Africa

9. Bill Hulshizer
Prison Coordinator
Connecticut, Massachusetts,
Mississippi, Vermont, Maine

10. Hope Bible Chapel
Prison Coordinator
Alabama

11. Don Dunkerton
Spanish Prison Ministry
new Jersey

12. Maurice McMillion
Associate instructor
Lone Star, TX

13 Pray for funding for course   
 reprinting

14. Roy Oates
Associate instructor
Dallas, TX

15. Matt Clarke
Associate instructor
San Leandro, CA

16. Phil Guikema
Associate instructor
orlando, FL

17. Bangun Haro
Regional Director
indonesia

18. Pray for the churches   
 participating in the 2010 
 Bible Book Challenge

19. Ronnie Tin Maung Tun
Regional Director
Myanmar

20. Victor Nandigam
Regional Director
india

21. James Gillett
Regional Director
ireland

22. Malcolm Coombes
Regional Director
France

23. Janos Lehotay-Kery
Regional Director
Hungary

24. Gerald Tice
Prison Coordinator
South Carolina

25. Pray for the Spanish translation  
 work

26. Joseph Jeremiah
Prison Ministry
Minneola, FL

27. James Boyd
Prison Ministry
Rochester, nY

28. Doug Thorp
Prison Coordinator
Hawaii

SPRING 2010

MARCH

1. Rafael Nunez
Associate instructor
Edinburg, TX

2. Dan Baumgarten
Good news network
Associate instructor
Grovetown, GA

3. Richard Yarrall
Spanish Ministry
Long Beach, CA

4. Darlene Fizer
Student Services
ECS Ministries

5. Tim Gooding
Regional Director
Romania

6. Anatoly Slivca
Regional Director
ZAM, Moldova

7. Blagovest Nikolov
Regional Director
Bulgaria

8. Mrs. Miriam Prabhakar
Telugu Language Coordinator
india

9. Rudal Mandal
Regional Director 
india

10. Pray for work in South America

11. Cathy Stallings
Prison Coordinator
new Mexico

12. Susanna Kresina
Prison Ministry
oxford, CT

13. Gerrit Blok
Prison Coordinator
Canada

“The ECS courses have guided me 
through the Bible like no other 
influence has been able to. I’ve 
had a hard time with school in the 
past, but I’m now motivated to 
study with my newfound life in 
Christ. I find myself excited by 
what I am learning in these 
studies. I can speak to others 
with confidence about God like I 
never have been before.” –Phil

“Biblical Stewardship has been 
very good for me spiritually 
because I have had some bad 
experiences with religion in the 
past. My grandmother was 
ripped off by televangelists of 
the 1980s who used her money for 
wasteful purposes. This left me 
very bitter toward religion. But 
these lessons have helped me 
realize that it wasn’t God’s fault 
but a greedy representative. I 
am now learning about God’s 
character, and studying the 
Bible is changing my life.” –John

“I thought I was already 
saved when I began this Bible 
study. However, a short way into 
it I became aware that I was 
still lost. I realized I had not 
fully surrendered and accepted 
Christ as my Savior. It was then 
that I earnestly prayed for 
forgiveness of my sins and 
asked Jesus to be my Lord and 
Savior. I struggle at times, but 
continue to strive for a closer 
relationship with Him.” –Sheldon

“The courses are the best out 
there for prisoners. They 
have made a big difference in 
my life (and I’m sure thousands 
of others). Your personal care and 
comments to my questions only 
add to the effectiveness of 
these studies.” –Michael
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15. David Harmon
Associate instructor
West Lafayette, in

16. Peter Dobson
Associate instructor
Bruno, Mn

17. Pray for funding for
 the Prison Ministry

18. Charles Gray
Associate instructor
Berkeley, Mo

19. Daril Neverson
Associate instructor
Brooklyn, nY

20. Martin Steinberg
Prison Ministry
nokesville, VA

21. Mary Ann Bell
Prison Coordinator
Delaware, Michigan, ohio,
new York, and other states

22. Robert Cullen
Regional Director
uganda

23. Becky Moffit
Regional Director
France

24. Pray for overseas
 prison ministries

25. P. Ananda Jaya Babu
Regional Director
india

26. Moses Injeti
Regional Director
india

27. Jorge Rosa 
Regional Coordinator
Central America

28. Don DeBaeremaeker
Regional Director
Canada

29. John & Ethel Orr
ECS Queensland
Australia

30. Pray for the French
 translation work

31. Ruby Jean Campbell
Regional Director
Colombia
oriya Language Coordinator
india

APRIL

1. Peg Hart
Prison Ministry
Sea Girt, nJ

2. Ron Goossen
Prison Coordinator
oklahoma

3. Daniel Arango
Spanish Prison Ministry
States east of the Mississippi

4. Art Lyle
Prison Coordinator
Arizona, utah

5. Steve Olson
Shipping Coordinator
ECS Ministries

6. Jesson Kenneth
Regional Coordinator
india

7. Warren Brown
Regional Director
Brazil

8. Vikram Ningleku
Regional Director
nepal

9. Rufan William
Regional Director
Pakistan

10. Hiroyuki Amano
Regional Director
Japan

11. Pray for the work
in Southeast Asia

12. Daisy Hanna
Regional Director
Zambia

13. Cleophas Muguti
Regional Director
Zimbabwe

14. Pray for the
 Bible Book Challenge

14. Robert Deeds
Prison Coordinator
Maryland, Washington, DC

15. Ed Goodwin
Prison Coordinator
Spanish for South Carolina
and Georgia

16. Pray for funding For the   
 Scholarship Fund

17. Georgia McLaren
Associate instructor
Tamarac, FL

18. John Avery
Associate instructor
Bloomington, iL

19. Ron Beard
Prison Ministry
Leavenworth, KS

20. Doug Fontaine
Associate instructor
Fall River, MA

21. Benjamin Boateng
Regional Director
Ghana

22. Ferreira Jorge Sandala
Regional Director
Angola

23. Pray for outreach
through the ECS website

24. John Finegan
Regional Director
Malawi

25. Jim Fleming
international Coordinator
ECS Ministries

26. Marlon Govender
Regional Director
South Africa

27. Eddie Napps
Jericho Road Ministries
Zambia

28. Young Lim
Korean Ministry
Woodstock, iL

29. Pray for the Russian translation  
 work

30. Orlando Mejia
Regional Director
El Salvador

2010 Assembly Address Book & 
Commended Workers Directory

  The Address Book section lists many 
assemblies of Christians in various parts 
of the United States and Canada. It is a 
helpful resource for Christians who travel 
or relocate, enabling them to conveniently 
find others who share their beliefs and 
church practices. This useful (and 
completely updated) resource contains a 
wealth of information, including 
addresses, phone numbers, email 
addresses, websites, meeting times, and 
persons to contact for further 
information.
  And now . . . for the very first time, 
this book contains an 80 page 
Commended Workers section that 
includes contact, commendation, and 
ministry details—all fully indexed. The 
list of commended Christian workers is 
published to encourage prayer and 
personal contact.

The Formation of the New Testament

  The Christian faith rises or falls on  
the historical credibility of the Bible, 
particularly the New Testament 
documents. In today’s post-modern 
culture, Christians and those searching 
for answers face numerous questions 
including:
		 n Are the New Testament writings  
   historically reliable? 
		 n How do we know those books are  
   authoritative?
		 n Who decided which documents to  
   include?
 	 n What about the apocryphal or  
  deutero-canonical writings? 	
	 n Can we know for certain that the  
  Bible is accurate and complete?

 This book reduces the large volume of 
available (yet very technical) information 
on the subject by providing a concise 
analysis of the facts to help you gain 
confidence in the credibility of the New 
Testament canon.

Gideon: Mighty Man of Valor

 In this study of the man Gideon, we learn 
much of how God works and who God 
uses. Gideon, like many of us, was weak 
in the eyes of this world, but God worked 
in and through him to deliver God’s 
people. In observing Gideon, through
this 10-lesson correspondence course, 
we can observe ourselves and learn to
serve God better.

* plus shipping & handling



 To God Be the Glory

This 12-week study of Ephesians em-
phasizes God’s desire to display His 
glory in both the church as a whole 
and in its individual members. The 
apostle Paul describes the marvel-
ous salvation that God has provided 
for those who trust in Christ. He 
then details how we, His redeemed 
people, should live 
in light of all God 
has done for us. 
Through personal 
study and group 
discussion, we 
learn how to dis-
play God’s glory 
before a skeptical 
world. ($6.95)

 Living for God in an Ungodly 
 Culture

This 13-week study of 1 Corinthians 
is both practical and probing. The 
verse by verse 
questions are 
enhanced by Carol 
Brown’s warm yet 
incisive introduc-
tions, follow-up 
applications, and 
explanatory notes 
on the biblical 
text. ($6.95)

 God’s Comfort for the 
 Believer’s Heart

This 10-week 
study of 
2 Corinthians 
takes an intuitive 
approach to the 
book. Each les-

son’s goal is to draw from a section 
of the letter a principle related to the 
concept of comfort for the Christian. 
The study guide comprises questions 
that have been written for both per-
sonal study and group discussion, 
and include meaningful application 
questions.

 Faith on Trial

The emphasis in the Book of James 
is on how the Word of God should 
become real in our lives. This 12-
week group study guide blends 
extracts from the Emmaus study 
course on James 
with observation, 
interpretation, 
and application 
of the Bible text. 
The course itself 
is recommended 
for supplementary 
teaching, but not 
required. ($6.95)

 Biblical Servanthood

In the midst of our self-promoting 
society, we all need to be reminded 
of the principles of servanthood 
taught in Scripture and, in particular, 
exemplified in Christ Himself. This 
refreshingly different study written 
by Marilyn Burson 
correlates to 
Ken Fleming’s 
book He Humbled 
Himself and is sold 
both separately 
($6.95) and as a 
package ($9.95).

 Run the Race

Genuine biblical faith endures—
and where better to see examples 
of enduring faith than in Hebrews 
11? In Run the Race, we learn where 
to dig in the Old 
Testament for 
background 
material as to how 
those saints en-
dured so that we 
can apply those 
principles 
to our own “races.” 
($6.95)

 Other Study Guides include:

  •  Goodness, for God’s Sake (Titus)
  •  Lessons in Trust (Character   
 Studies)
  •  The Seven Last Things 
 (Revelation 19–21)

 ECS study courses were first trans-
lated in 1963 by Baptist missionary Gene 
Gurgainus. Since then, these Bible courses 
have been widely used for village evan-
gelism. To date, 160 churches have been 
planted. Because of Pakistani cruelty in 
the 1971 war, many Muslims were disil-
lusioned. As a result, Muslims in indepen-
dent Bangladesh are open to hearing the 
gospel. In fact, thousands of Muslims and 
Hindus study the courses each year.
 These false religions are so strong, how-
ever, that few students are saved even after 
completing the five Bible courses offered. 
Most students never make a commitment 
of faith in Christ—making the dedication 
of those graders and workers all the more 
amazing. However, there still is reason 
to rejoice. Recently, 18 students were 
saved and obeyed the Lord in baptism! 
In 2008, 11,427 courses were distributed 
with 8,731 coming back for correction—
76%—a tribute to their well-structured 
follow-up program. 
 Asai Tripura was saved in a village and 
educated in a mission school. He earned 
his M.Div. degree and now administers the 
Bangladesh Bible Correspondence School 
from their head office in densely populat-
ed Chittagong, with three branch offices 
each having two workers. These dedicated 
Christians spend two days a week grading 
courses in the office and three days visiting 
the churches in the towns and villages to 
collect the completed courses, distribute 
the next one, and enroll new students. 
These fellow brothers and sisters in 

Christ would like to add another series of 
courses for new believers to be used in the 
churches. Remember their efforts, safety, 
and decision-making in your prayers.

–Jim Fleming serves as International 
Coordinator with ECS Ministries
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BangLadESh
Where Hindus and Muslims Study Bible Courses Together

A student rally and graduation with 
over 120 attending.

Bangladeshis are always going 
somewhere. But very few know where 
they will spend eternity.

Jim with Asai and the office worker 
in Chittagong.

Unique to Bangladesh: Different 
versions of the same ECS study course 
produced for Muslim and Hindu 
students.

C h u r C h e s 
r e C e i v e

2 5 %  DiSCounT!

oRDER ToLL-FREE 

1-888-338-7809

G r o u p  s T u d y  G u i d e s
Exciting & Practical BiBlE Study rESourcES



  

Po Box 1028
Dubuque, iA 52004-1028

(563) 585-2070

 Check us out online:
www.ecsministries.org

Discover inside
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A Mutual Ministry of Encouragement 2
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Worldwide Prayer Guide 7, 8
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2010 Bible Book Challenge 12

www.ecsministries.org     1-888-338-7809     ecsorders@ecsministries.org
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2010 BIBLE BOOK ChaLLEngE

 Participants in the second annual Bible 
Book Challenge are off and running! 
Around 40 churches and over 575 individ-
uals registered to study The Letter of James.
 From Maine to California, 20 different 
states are represented with groups both 
large and small. It is truly encouraging to 
see what God is doing through this fun, 
Bible study initiative. 

 Pray for the Bible Book Challenge 
participants, that God would use this 
study to encourage their hearts and that 
they would grow in Christ, bearing much 
fruit for His honor and glory.
 For more details and updates concerning 
the Bible Book Challenge go to 
www.ecsministries.org and click on the 
Book Challenge logo. Also consider 
registering your church for the 2011 Bible 
Book Challenge.


