
Walterick Joins ECS Ministries!

ECS Ministries enthusiastically 
announces that Walterick Publishing 
has joined their team. This means that 
Walterick books and other materials will 
now be sold and distributed through the 
ECS Ministries organization.

“The Walterick name has long been 
associated with the publishing of 
doctrinally-sound Christian resources,” 
says Rob Tyler, Director of ECS 
Ministries. “We warmly welcome the 
opportunity to continue providing 
Christians with these excellent materials 
that teach and promote New Testament 
principles.” 

But how and why did this come 
about?

It was in late May 2008 that 
Walterick experienced serious fi nancial 
challenges as a result of changes facing 
all small Christian publishers. For some 
years, publishers have been forced to 
absorb increasing costs, all while 
confronting a shrinking book-reading 
population. Despite making a number 
of dramatic changes, the Walterick 

organization could not generate enough 
funds to reprint existing books and 
develop new materials.

Soon after Walterick announced the 
diffi culties they were facing, ECS 
Ministries offered to help in any way 
possible. Contacts continued until, at a 
meeting in late August, it was agreed 
that ECS Ministries would absorb the 
publishing division of Walterick. At the 
same time, Good News Bookstore, 
located in Bell Chase, Louisiana, agreed 
to manage all orders related to Sunday 
school materials. 

“The ECS / Walterick agreement,” 
says Rob Tyler, “ensures that the fi ne 
materials Walterick has published will 
be preserved and continued.” 

Some of Walterick’s more popular 
book titles include The Preacher and His 
Preaching and God’s Answers to Man’s 
Questions, as well as various study books 
like Basic Christian Training and Survey 
in Basic Christianity. Another fl agship 
publication that ECS Ministries will 
now be updating and distributing is the 
Address Book which lists assemblies of 
Christians in various parts of the U.S. 
and Canada.

The ECS / Walterick agreement was 
approved by both Boards and the transfer 
of responsibilities took place at the end of 
October, 2008.

Both former and new customers may 
contact ECS Ministries for all books and 
other Christian living resources. For 
Sunday school supplies, contact Good 
News Bookstore.

ECS Ministries

PO Box 1028

Dubuque, IA 52004-1028

Phone: 563-585-2070

Toll free: 888-338-7809

Email: ecsorders@ecsministries.org

Web: www.ecsministries.org

For Sunday School Supplies: 

Good News Bookstore

201 Schlief Drive

Bell Chase, LA 70037

Phone: 504-394-3087

Fax: 504-394-3085

Contact Information

“The Walterick name has 
long been associated with the 

publishing of doctrinally-
sound Christian resources.” 

–Rob Tyler, Director of ECS Ministries



ECS correspondence courses prove 
popular because of their solid biblical 
teaching and ability to be used in a 
variety of ways—including personal 
and small group Bible study, 
discipleship, tract follow-up, Sunday 
school, evangelism, camp work, and 
home-school studies.

English, Spanish, and other 
language correspondence courses can 
also be used for outreach within 
prisons, hospitals, retirement homes, 
fairs, mission trips, and other special 
events. Thousands of people across the 

states and across the world are already 
using these courses. 

In fact, fi nal calculations for 2007 
show that 1,340,025 courses were 
distributed for study that year! The pie 
chart illustrates regions of the world 
where those courses were sent out.

It is exciting to think about the 
many thousands of Bible courses being 
used across the world to deepen a 
person’s understanding of God’s Word 
and of the character of Christ. What 
courses are you currently studying?

1,340,025 
Courses Studied in 2007

By The Way...

Distribution of correspondence courses reaches all-time high!

1,340,025 and Counting

Grounds for Change—and Not
My wife and I moved to Dubuque 

from Houston, Texas in 2000. On my 
fi rst trip back in 8 years, I noticed change 
wherever I looked—proving that 
although change is going on all the time, 
we barely seem to notice it. Visit a place 
or meet someone you have not seen for 
years, and suddenly changes becomes all 
too obvious! 

In Houston, new buildings had 
seemingly sprouted out of once barren 
land in the form of retail centers, housing 
developments, and commercial parks. A 
number of shops I remembered either lay 
empty or sold completely different goods 
and services. And several times I lost my 

bearings due to new roads and a rail 
system that had been built in my 
absence. All these things were evidences 
of change and, for the most part, 
improvement.

Change was also evident in the local 
church we had been part of when living 
there. Some of the folk we once knew 
had passed away or relocated, but the 
many new faces we saw were serving the 
Lord alongside “older” brothers and 
sisters. 

Change is also occurring here at ECS 
Ministries. As part of Walterick joining 
ECS, 26 pallets of books were shipped 
via a 53-foot semi-trailer to the ECS 
distribution warehouse. With an 
additional 80 or so titles added to 
inventory, we needed to update our 
website and catalogs. We also have had to 
change the development timeline for 

some upcoming books to allow time for 
repackaging of  Walterick reprints.

Occasionally, I fi nd myself refl ecting 
on Hebrews 13:8, where we are 
reminded that “Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday, today, and forever.” Some 
changes are for the better, but in the 
Lord’s case, we can rest in the fact that 
He does not change. We can trust Him 
and His promises to be true and 
trustworthy.

Thank you for your faithful 
partnership and service with ECS 
Ministries as together we take the 
unchanging Word of God to the world.

Walterick books are now stocked and 
distributed from the ECs warehouse.

unchanging Word of God to the world.

rob tyler, Director
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Change is inevitable. It may come 
with time or it may come because of 
uncontrollable circumstances. Change 
is certainly happening in ECS 
Colombia . . . and for the good! Every 
year ECS workers are distributing more 
courses and signing up new students. 
At last year’s conference, the offi ce in 
Medellin had just been established. 
This year they reported 117 active 
students! The offi ce in Pereira had 
previously had the largest course 
distribution, but by helping other 
individuals and groups get their own 
ECS study ministries going, they now 
have fewer “in-house” students, yet a 
far wider infl uence through offi ces in 
other cities and towns.

Costs have also changed. 
International rates from the US Post 
Office have more than doubled, 
radically altering costs, since Spanish 
courses are printed in the USA. A major 
point of discussion this year was on 
how to print “in-country” and how to 
reduce transportation costs. Another 
change for ECS Colombia is an 
increase in prison ministries. With one 
of the worst crime rates and terrorism 
problems in the world, the prison 
population is high. Yet many inmates 
are held in isolated, high security areas 
that are inaccessible for visitors, 
necessitating that the ECS work be 
done primarily through the costly mail 
system—at over $2 per letter.

Coordinating these ministries 
poses signifi cant challenges. This is 
especially true since present missionary 
involvement in ECS Colombia will 
change within the next decade, just as 
it has in many other ECS countries. 
Gregorio Taborda from the city of 
Pereira was asked to be National 

Director. He will coordinate the 
Colombian offi ces and investigate ways 
to become even more effective. With 
computerization under way, ECS 
Colombia is developing a central 
database for answers and statistic 
keeping. This database will also provide 
graders easy access to question 
explanations.

Colombia is experiencing positive 
political and economic change. ECS 
Colombia is also changing in good 
ways. However in the midst of this 
change, there are specifi c areas of need. 
If you would like to become an ECS 
Colombia “partner,” write me at 
jfl eming@ecsministries.org for 
information on how you can help in 
getting the “Word to Colombia,” and in 
this way affect many lives for eternity.

by Jim Fleming, International Coordinator

A Changing Colombia

Grounds for Change—and Not

Gilberto Vanegas explaining the new 
internet database while his son controls 
this computer from 250 miles away in 
Bogotá.

the ECs Colombia Conference was held 
november 12-14, 2008. Participants 
came from across the country.

(Photo at right) representatives from 
the Barranquilla team: Edwar rincón, 
ruby Campbell, and Gloria rodriguez
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by AlAn Stoltz, 

Prison Ministry 

Coordinator

Amazing Life Stories
If you were to glance at my 

home bookshelf, you’d see stacks 
of books detailing amazing and 
heroic feats from World War II. 
you’d also see some novels and 
other fiction stories . . . but none 
of those compare to the true, 
real-life accounts that come from 
prisoners. 

take, for example, the 
testimonial on page 5  from Joe  
in a Colorado prison. He recounts 
how although he’s been in prison 
for 25 years, he has been 
“transformed, molded, and set 
free” even while in that tough 
prison environment. 

throughout the years, many 
inmates have said that their 
incarceration was the turning 
point of their life. Several actually 
speak of thankfulness for prison! 
Having visited numerous 
institutions, I wouldn’t want to 
spend even one day as an inmate. 
nonetheless, I am moved by the 
sincere appreciation of being 
humbled and realizing God’s 
design in it. brokenness is a 
central theme in Christianity. our 
flesh hates it, but the Spirit calls 
for it.

As you read the testimonials, 
remember that these words come 
directly from inmates serving time 
in prisons across this country. As 
they praise the lord for His 
gracious salvation, we can be 
encouraged and do the same!
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In Their Own Words . . .

If you really want to get a better idea about 
what the prison ministry is all about, ask for 
the free “Prison Ministry” DVD. In just 
11-minutes you’ll become acquainted with 
the history and vision of this exciting 
correspondence ministry. You’ll learn how the 
Bible courses are reaching into state and 
federal prisons and changing the lives of men 
and women with the gospel. You’ll also meet 
some of the Prison Coordinators and students 
and fi nd out how you can become involved.

“For over 25 years, I’ve been 
incarcerated behind these iron bars 
and walls of stone and concrete. I 
never thought that I’d ever have 
anything to do with religion. but 
then one day someone spoke to me 
and said, “Hey, brother, look at you, 
you look terrible. Why don’t you fi ll 
out one of these green free-off er 
cards.” Well I did, and in the mail 
came my fi rst bible correspondence 
course. I’ve been studying the 
lessons and have received Jesus 
Christ as Savior . . . and now I truly 
cannot believe what has been 
happening to me!! I feel like I’ve 
been transformed, molded, and set 
free, even while incarcerated. I may 
have lost everything that I have or 
own, but here in prison I’ve found 
Jesus and He’s found me, and         
I’m so thankful for His mercy and 
forgiveness for my sins. It’s great to 
belong to Him.” 
–Joe (Colorado)

“I am very grateful to all who 
have helped me on my path to God. 
May God bless your eff orts at ECS 
Ministries. As for me, I am taking 
this blessing of being in jail and 

running with it. I count it with all 
joy. Without Jesus, I never would 
have made it this far. Jail is 
supposed to be a punishment, but 
not for me. It has been the best 
part of my life because of Jesus.” 
–Chris (Illinois)

“Good news . . . I will be going 
home soon, and would like to 
continue my studies after I’m 
released. Since I’ve been here, God 
has blessed me with His truth and I 
am so happy to fi nally know how 
much He does love me.” 
–Javier (Texas)

“thanks much! Guide to 
Christian Growth has been 
enjoyable and challenging to my 
faith. I can’t wait for the next course 
to arrive. I have handed out several 
enrollment cards and enjoyed 
discussion with others about the 
books and exams. there are several 
of us receiving them in my pod. I 
had prayed for an end to my 
adversities, and His answer was to 
shield me behind a locked door! I 
am not looking back!” 
–Robert (Texas)

“I am 42 years old and am 
currently serving a four year 
sentence in tDCJ. Since coming 
here, I have trusted Jesus Christ as 
my lord and Savior. I was given the 
ECS bible study course and I can’t 
help but feel that this opportunity 
was sent to me by divine 
occurrence. I even feel blessed that I 
have been sent to prison. that in 
itself made me take a look at the 
godless life that I had been living. 
this experience has opened my eyes 
to Jesus Christ.” –Jon Paul (Texas)

“I am being released on 10-31-08. 
I would still like to keep in contact 
and still benefi t from this program 
of bible study. these studies, 
especially those by William 
MacDonald, are such a blessing, and 
I don’t want them to end because I 
am out of prison.” –Eric (Arizona)

Free DVD
Call today for your

free DVD copy!

1-888-338-7809
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For years, individuals and church groups 
have profi ted from using the Survey 
Workbook Series, which is authored by 
O. J. Gibson, and has been published and 
distributed by Walterick. These workbooks 
explore fundamental doctrines of the 
Christian faith and make diffi cult concepts 
easy to understand. The workbooks 
contain study guide questions for group 
discussion and learning. Order these 
workbooks and discover how useful they 
really are.

Survey in Basic Christianity
Designed for new or untaught 

believers, this study provides a fi ne 
outreach teaching tool. Chapters include: 
Thy Word Is Truth; The Person of God; 
The Problem of Sin; Jesus the Messiah; 
The Meaning of the Cross; The New Birth; 
Assurance of Salvation; and Living the 
New Life. (112 pages, $14.95)

Basic Christian Training
This workbook contains 13 important 

lessons for the growing believer, including: 
A Gospel Panorama; Christology; Lordship 
of Christ; Baptism; Eternal Salvation; 
Church Life; and Overcoming Temptation. 
(112 pages, $14.95)

Intermediate Christian Training
Those already grounded in their 

Christian faith will want to continue their 
studies with Intermediate Christian 
Training. This workbook offers some 

special features such as verse cards, charts 
& diagrams, and Bible study suggestions. 
Chapters include: Authority of the Bible; 
Believer’s Position in Christ; Doing the 
Will of God; Attaining Life Goals; The 
Spirit of God and His Work in Believers; 
and Spiritual Gifts. (116 pages, $14.95)

Advanced Christian Training
Dig deeper and learn more with the 

help of Advanced Christian Training. 
Chapters include: Understanding the 
Word; Life More Abundant; Crucifi ed with 
Christ; Christ’s Character in the Believer; 
Trials and Suffering; Worship; Presenting 
the Gospel; and World Missions. (136 
pages, $14.95)

Living Discipleship Principles
Become a faithful disciple of Christ by 

applying the lessons you learn from Living 
Discipleship Principles. Chapters include: 
The Cost of Discipleship; Priorities in 
Discipleship; The Disciple’s Vision for a 
Lost World; The Disciple’s Vision for the 
Church; Spiritual Warfare in Discipleship; 
The Disciple’s Sacrifi cial Lifestyle; and 
Character Development in Discipleship. 
(144 pages, $14.95)

1-888-338-7809
or shop online at:

www.ecsministries.org

Discover These Resources

To order, call toll free:

or shop online at:

www.ecsministries.org

or shop online at:

www.ecsministries.org
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ECS Worldwide Prayer Guide  
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15.  Jesson Kenneth
Regional Coordinator
India

16. George Khalil
Regional Director 
Israel

17. Osvald Kjaerbo
Regional Director
Faeroe Islands

18. Funding for
Scholarship Program
for prison inmates

19. Dorthy Maxey
Associate Instructor
Roanoke, VA

20. Pray for wisdom
in developing new
books and  study guides

21. Roy Oates
Jail Ministry
Dallas, TX

22. Linda Palmer
Associate Instructor
Boston, NY

23. Pray for funding
for the 12/24 India Project

24. Alan Park
Regional Director 
Zambia

25. Fred Pena
Associate Instructor
Tampa, FL

26. John Plasterer
Prison Ministry
Gwynn Oak, MD

27. David Possing
Associate Instructor
Hokah, MN

28. Pray for released
prisoners who continue 
to take ECS courses

FEBRUARY 

1. John Finegan
Regional Director
Malawi

2. Esther Frey
Regional Director
Puerto Rico

3. Phil Goodwin
Prison Coordinator
Nevada

4. Ron Goossen
Prison Coordinator
Oklahoma

5. Rich Augustine
Grace & Mercy Prison Ministry
Indiana, PA

6. Sara Haron
Regional Director
Peru

7. Pray for the ECS
Chinese conference in 
Hong Kong this month

8. Rick Volgarino
Operations Manager
ECS Ministries

9. Tim Urling
Regional Director
Texas/Mexico

10. Becky Moffi t
Regional Director 
France

11. Pray for funding
for ECS Ministries
to reprint courses

12. A. K. Kurian
Regional Director 
India

13. Pray for the work
in Pakistan

14.  Martin Vedder
 Director, ZAM
 Germany

MARCH 

1. Ananda Jaya Babu
Regional Director
India

2. Russ Bevan
Prison Ministry
Palmer, AK

3. Gerald Tice
Prison Coordinator
South Carolina

4. Pray for the
Portuguese language 
ministry

5. Carla Wills
Associate Instructor
Madison, GA

6. Mark Daniels
Prison Ministry
Albany, GA

7. Darlene Fizer
Student Services
ECS Ministries

8. Gabriele Beyer
Regional Director 
Chile

9. John Hunter
Regional Director 
Australia

10. Lindsay Smith
Regional Director 
New Zealand

11. Pray for the
Chingola Bible Centre
Zambia

12. Pray for the Bible Book
Challenge: for good 
discussion and learning

13. Degefa Diramo
Regional Director 
Ethiopia

14. Wim Hoddenbaugh
Regional Director 
Ethiopia
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Regional DirectorRegional Director
India
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 15. M. K. Sunny
Regional Director
India

16. Anatoly Svilka
Regional Director
Moldova

17. John Swain
Associate Instructor
Spotsylvania, PA

18. Pray for the work
in Hungary

19. Gregorio Taborda
Regional Director
Colombia

20. Robert Hmar
Regional Director
Singapore

21. John Lopez
Prison Coordinator
Colorado

22. Pray for funding
for the Prison Ministry

23. Robert Armstrong
Regional Director
Tanzania

24. Pieter Van Houten
Regional Director
The Netherlands

25. Marcia Vanderlaan
Regional Director
Colombia

26. Gil Vargas
Regional Director
Spain

27. Pray for the work
in Myanmar

28. Pray for the
ECS Ministries
Board Members

29. David Thompson
Prison Coordinator
California

30. Micah Lu
Regional Director
Taiwan

MARCH (continued)

15. Miriam Prabhakar
Regional Director
India

16. Allen Price
Regional Director
England

17. Mr. R. Raghu
Regional Director
India

18. Mr. A. D. Rathnakara
Regional Director
India

19. Pray for funding
for the publishing of 
new courses 

20. Richard Reetzke
Prison Coordinator
Kentucky

21. Andreas Reh
Regional Coordinator
China and CIS countries

22. Bill Ridgeway
Associate Instructor
Kent, WA

23. Harrison Roat
Regional Director
India

24. Craig Rolinger
Associate Instructor
East Moline, IL

25. David Thomas
Regional Director
India

26. Victor Nandigam
Regional Director
India

27. Mr. Wong San Tosh
Regional Director
Malaysia

28. Ferreira Sandala
Regional Director
Angola

29. Robert Sawyer
Associate Instructor
Grand Rapids, MI

30. Robert Scheid
Prison Coordinator
Alabama

31. Mark Scoggins
Prison Coordinator
Arkansas

APRIL  

1. Corbin Seavers
Associate Instructor
Louisville, KY

2. John Sebastian
Regional Director
India

3. Jacob Samuel
Regional Director
India

4. George Mathew
Regional Director
India

5. Mr. P. M. Skariah
Regional Director
India

6. Monica Snethlage
Regional Director
Tanzania

7. Bhailal Solanki
Regional Director
India

8. Southeastern 
 Correctional Ministry

Prison Ministry
Hampton, VA

9. Jim Fleming
International Coordinator
ECS Ministries

10. Fred Steenmeyer
Prison Coordinator
Alaska

11. Martin Steinberg
Prison Ministry
Nokesville, VA

12. Awadhesh Thakur
Regional Director
India

13. Richard Strout
Regional Director
Canada (French)

14. Victor Sundararaj
Regional Director
India



The Intervention of God
by Terry Wilson

“During diffi cult 
times we assume that 
God has abandoned 
us, yet He is working 
out a greater purpose 
beyond our under-
standing.”
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In a current and growing trend to 
redefi ne Christianity, some people are 
denying God’s power and involvement in 
the lives of men. As the Bible is our 
source for truth about God, let’s look at a 
few Scriptures where we see man acting, 
but God overruling, thus demonstrating 
His sovereign power. The evidence of 
God’s intervention is shown by the 
phrase “But God . . .” 

God’s Purposes Are Not Changed by 
Man’s Plans  

When both Jewish and Gentile 
rulers “gathered together against the Lord 
and against His Christ” to crucify Christ, 
they actually carried out “whatever 
[God’s] hand and [His] purpose 
determined before to be done” (Acts 
4:26-28). Years later, Paul said in a 
sermon at Pisidian Antioch: “Now when 
they had fulfi lled all that was written 
concerning Him, they took Him down from 
the tree and laid Him in a tomb. But God 
raised Him from the dead” (Acts 13:29-
30). Our sovereign God demonstrated 
His power over both sin and man’s will 
by raising Christ from the dead.

God Uses Seemingly Hopeless 
Situations for His Purposes

In Genesis 50, we fi nd Joseph in 
Egypt speaking with his long estranged 
brothers after the death of their father. 
He reassured them: “You meant evil 

against me; but God meant it for good, in 
order to bring it about as it is this day, to 
save many people alive.” During diffi cult 
times we are often quick to assume that 
God has abandoned us, yet He is usually 
working out a greater purpose that is 
beyond our understanding. 

God Is Also Sovereign Over 
Unbelievers

God not only demonstrates His 
sovereignty in the lives of His followers, 
but also in the lives of those who reject 
Him. In Luke 12, the arrogant rich man 
said to himself, “Soul, you have many 
goods laid up for many years; take your 
ease; eat, drink, and be merry.” But God 
said to him, “Fool! This night your soul will 
be required of you.” 

God Sometimes Overrules Our Best 
Intentions 

King David wanted to build a 
temple to honor the Lord, but he was 
denied this desire as God had other 
plans. At the end of his life, David 
assembled the nation and exclaimed, “I 
had it in my heart to build a house of rest 
for the ark of the covenant of the Lord, . . . 
But God said to me, ‘You shall not build a 
house for My name’” (1 Chr. 28:2-3). As 
believers, we often claim to want to know 
and do the will of God, when what we 
really want is for God to simply validate 
our will. 

God’s Power Generates Life We 
Don’t Deserve 

A point often minimized by those 
rethinking Christianity is that we are 
sinners who deserve eternal separation 
from a holy God. We thank God that He 
is not only holy, but loving, with the 
power to give life. “But God, who is rich 
in mercy, because of His great love with 
which He loved us, even when we were 
dead in trespasses, made us alive together 
with Christ” (Eph. 2:4-5).

This last point reminds us that if 
God had not intervened in man’s affairs 
by sending His Son to pay sin’s penalty, 
we would all be facing a lost eternity. 
May we humbly and gladly submit to 
God’s sovereign and all-wise will.

Terry Wilson joined the ECS board of directors 
in 2008. He and his wife Shirley live in Tracy, 
California.
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She ended up convicted and 
sentenced to three years in a federal 
prison. But my wife and I never lost 
contact with Susana. We never stopped 
loving her, praying for her, and helping 
as we could, though there was little 
that we could do from another country. 

One day a Christian lady visited  
the prison. “Susana, why don’t you 
come and join us in the Bible study,” 
she invited. Susana said, “No, I’m not 
interested in that right now.” She was 
depressed and had other problems to 
worry about. But this dear lady always 
insisted, and fi nally one afternoon, 
Susana went along. 

As they opened the manual to do 
the Bible study, Susana saw that it was 
an Emmaus correspondence course. 
She blurted out, “Why that’s the school 
my daddy went to! These are the 
courses we had back home!” She broke 
down and cried as God started to work 
in her life. She became excited about 
studying the courses, and not long 

afterwards she placed her complete 
faith in the Lord. The Emmaus studies 
that had helped her daddy were what 
God used to convict her of her 
waywardness and the need to come 
back to Him. 

That was fi fteen years ago now, 
and she’s really going on strong for the 
Lord in a tremendous way! I tell you 
this little story to encourage your 
hearts, so that you might really 
understand and believe the power of 
the Word of God and how God works 
in unique ways—including through 
Bible courses in the life of a Bahamian 
in an American prison!

by Frank Perry

God Works in Unique Ways!

“Daddy . . . it’s “Daddy . . . it’s “Daddy . . . it’s 
worse than that. worse than that. worse than that. 
I’m in prison.”I’m in prison.”I’m in prison.”

My name is Frank Perry, but 
this story is really about my 
daughter and ECS 
correspondence courses. First, 
though, you need to know that in 
1949 I attended Emmaus bible 
School in toronto, Canada. What a 
privilege to sit under the teaching 
of men such as t. Ernest tatham, 
Dr. Ed Harlow, John Smart, and 
others such as A.P. Gibbs, John 
Harper, and Dudley Sherwood.

After returning to bermuda in 
1951, I later went into fulltime 
Christian work in the bahamas 
with my wife and 2 children. the 
ministry expanded well, but we 
had other problems. My daughter, 
Susana, drifted away from the 
lord, became addicted to alcohol, 
and got into deeper problems 
still. She ended up divorced and 
married again to an American. 

things only got worse. one 
night she called home asking for 
help. “What bar-room fi ght did 
you get in this time?” I asked over 
the long-distance call. “no, 
Daddy,” she answered, “It’s worse 
than that. I’m in prison for 
something else.” When I heard 
what it was, I retorted, “that’s not 
possible . . . that’s not your style.” 
but it was, and Susana wanted 
money for a lawyer. I said, “Honey, 
Daddy’s bailed you out many, 
many times, but I can’t now. I’m 
very sorry. you’ll have to go with 
the lawyer that they give you. you 
played the town drunk; now you 
have to get treated like the town 
drunk.” you can call it tough love, 
but we had to be tough.
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Visiting a jail or prison may be the 
last activity you would ever consider . . . 
but why? Is it because you think it’s 
dangerous inside the prison walls? Is it 
because you wouldn’t know what to do 
when you got there?

Every week, hundreds of people 
enter jails and prisons to distribute ECS 
correspondence courses. These men and 
women talk with inmates about their 
course studies and in this way guide 
them into a deeper relationship with 
Jesus Christ. 

It isn’t as scary as you think, and 
ECS Ministries has excellent resources, 
tips, and contacts to get you started. 
Contact ECS today to receive the 
brochures “Would You Go to Jail for 
Jesus” and “The Next Step.” These will 
give you more details to get you started. 

Fear Not . . 

Participants in the fi rst annual 
Bible Book Challenge are off and 
running! Registration for the Challenge 
exceeded expectations, with 33 churches 
(translating to nearly over 600 individuals) 
signed up to take part in the 2009 
study of The Letter to the Ephesians.

From North Carolina to 
California, 16 different states are 
represented with groups both large and 
small. It is truly encouraging to see 
what God is doing through this fun, 

Bible study initiative. 
Pray for the Bible Book Challenge 

participants, that God would use this 
study to encourage their hearts and 
that they would grow in Christ, 
bearing much fruit for His honor and 
glory.

For more details and updates 
concerning the Bible Book Challenge 
go to www. ecsministries.org and click 
on the Book Challenge logo.

Are You on Track? EC
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The 2009 Address Book lists many 
assemblies of Christians in various 
parts of the United States and Canada. 
It is a helpful resource for Christians 
who travel or relocate, enabling them 
to conveniently fi nd others who share 
these beliefs and church practices.    

This useful resource (which has been 
thoroughly updated) contains a wealth 
of information, including addresses, 
phone numbers, email addresses, 
websites, meeting times, and persons   
to contact for further information.

In November, ECS Ministries 
became an accredited member of the 
Evangelical Council for Financial 
Accountability (ECFA). The ECFA 
provides accreditation to leading 
Christian non-profi t organizations that 
faithfully comply with established 
standards for fi nancial accountability, 

fundraising, and board governance. The 
ECFA is dedicated to helping Christian 
ministries earn the public’s trust through 
adherence to strict standards of 
responsible stewardship. 

As a member of the ECFA, ECS 
Ministries takes seriously its responsibility 
to practice good stewardship, including 

fi nancial accountability, transparency, and 
sound board governance. We thank God 
for His faithfulness and ministry partners. 
As you give fi nancially to 
ECS Ministries, you can be 
assured that your gifts are 
being effectively used to help 
take the Word to the World.

ECS Ministries now a member of the ECFA




