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Success and Struggle
Jim Fleming visited the correspondence ministries in Colombia and Perú.

Learn about how the work is expanding in each of these countries.
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By The Way...

PURCHASE 
WAREHOUSE 

$600,000

B R I C K  B Y  B R I C K ,  B U I L D I N G  F O R  T H E  FU T U R E 

CURRENT 
FUNDS RAISED

$228,296

Thank you! At ECS, we can 
never be thankful enough. 

We are thankful for our current 
warehouse, but we are also 
thankful that the Lord is providing 
for a new one.

Scan the QR code or go to www.
ecsministries.org/building-for-the-
future to watch a video about our 
need for an updated warehouse.

As one year draws to a close and 
another begins, it’s natural for 

us to take time to reflect on all the 
Lord has accomplished through 
His ministry over the past twelve 
months—and to look forward to the 
incoming year with anticipation. 
Without doubt, the Lord has blessed 
the ministry this past year. There have 
been great opportunities to take the 
gospel to many who at one time were 
prevented from reading the Bible. In 
fact, we have seen new opportunities 
in North Africa and in Cuba, and 
we praise God that a number have 
been saved in these previously-closed 
countries. Here in the USA, we have 
seen hundreds and even thousands 
of prisoners make professions of 
faith this year, and we pray that the 
Lord would continue to nurture and 
strengthen these young believers. 

We are constantly reminded that 
this work is not our work, but the 
Lord’s. Like King David, we declare 
that all that is in heaven and earth are 
His. 

“Blessed are You, Lord God 
of Israel, our Father, forever 
and ever. Yours, O Lord, is 
the greatness, the power and 
the glory, the victory and the 
majesty; For all that is in heaven 
and in earth is Yours; Yours is 
the kingdom, O Lord, and You 
are exalted as head over all. Both 
riches and honor come from 
You, and You reign over all. In 
Your hand is power and might; 
In Your hand it is to make great 
and to give strength to all. Now 
therefore, our God, we thank You 
and praise Your glorious name.”  
– 1 Chronicles 29:10-13

Thanks again to each of you that 
works alongside us day-by-day. We 
know that many are praying, many are 
distributing courses, or grading and 
commenting. Many of you are helping 
us financially or practically. We may 
not know the future but are thankful 
that we know the One who holds the 
future. We are grateful for all of you 
that partner with us and we pray the 
Lord’s great blessing on you all. 

IN YOUR HAND IS POWER & MIGHT

Please use the enclosed envelope for your warehouse-building gift. And thank you for partnering with us!
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I’ve always had a passion for music 
and sports, and God has given me 

some wonderful occasions to enjoy 
both.

The Columbus Blue Jackets came 
into the National Hockey League in 
2000 while I was attending Cedarville 
University. The team needed an 
organist, and although I thought I had 
no chance whatsoever, I auditioned 
anyway. The next day I was offered the 
job, and had the privilege to lead the 
18,136 people of Nationwide Arena in 
chants and cheers for their first two 
seasons. Let’s Go Jackets!

While at Cedarville, I met and 
fell in love with my wife Amanda. 
We moved to Pittsburgh after 
our wedding, and it so happened 
that the longtime organist for the 
Penguins was planning to retire. 
They brought me on initially to share 
the responsibilities, and eventually I 
became the full-time organist for my 
favorite childhood team . . . a dream 
come true!!!

My dad, two brothers, uncle, three 
cousins, and I sing in an octet called 
“The Priano Family Singers.” In 2005, 
my dad contacted the Pittsburgh 
Pirates about the possibility of singing 
the national anthem before a game. 

Overseeing the Directorship of Life’s 
Key has truly changed my life. Every 
day I strive to build upon what has 
already been put in place so that these 
men and women behind bars may 
continue to have God’s Word at their 
fingertips. While the path was not 
always clear, I am thankful God has 
perfectly orchestrated my life to this 
point and I eagerly anticipate what’s 
next! 

We passed our audition 
and subsequently have sung 
the anthem and “God Bless 
America” at games in 10 of the 
last 11 years. 

I have been wonderfully 
blessed by these opportunities, 
yet nothing compares to the 
privilege of doing the Lord’s 
work through Life’s Key 
(www.lifeskey.org). Each year, 
Life’s Key sends around 25,000 
courses to current and former 
inmates. About 70% of those 
inmates complete courses 
and thereby hear the Gospel 
message. What an incredible 
opportunity to share Christ 
with those who are forgotten 
and discarded by society—yet 
still loved by the Savior. 

My time with the Penguins ended 
when they moved into a new arena 
in 2010. That’s around the time I felt 
God’s calling to do something more 
meaningful in my life. While missing 
the thrill of hearing an entire arena 
clap in rhythm with my music, I am 
convinced losing that job was one of 
many events God used to lead me to 
this ministry. In that respect, I would 
not change a thing.

by tim priano, life’s key prison ministry coordinator
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Emmaus became a household 
term in many evangelical 

churches throughout Perú in the 
1960s and 70s. My wife Sharon & 
I started our missionary career in 
Lima in 1984, and I worked out 
of the very busy Emmaus office, 
run by Gordon Wakefield. When 
he retired from Emmaus, the 
subsequent string of Directors 
never caught the vision, and as 
Emmaus came to its 50-year 
anniversary in Perú, it was very 
much in midlife crisis.

Transition from missionary to 
national leadership can be very 
difficult and the work at Emmaus 
Perú was proof. Rubén Quispe 
was recruited about 5 years ago to 
take on the Emmaus work. Rubén 
quickly became one of the most 
respected leaders among the 220+ 
Perúvian Assemblies.

Rubén loves Emmaus. As a 
teenager, he was sent from his 
mountain town to Lima to attend 
high school. It was there that 
he received his first Emmaus 
Correspondence Course, What 
the Bible Teaches. He was 
saved studying it and came into 
Assembly fellowship!

Rubén is leading with 
enthusiasm. From one small 
National Office in Trujillo, he now 
has Emmaus distribution points in 
15 centers all over the country.

The first Emmaus Perú 
conference was hosted in Rubeń s 
new center with 22 coordinators 
attending. They asked me to teach 
an in-depth Bible study session 
each day. However, my proudest 
moments came as I listened to 
Rubén as he taught the logistics of 
the ministry and led them through 
reports, ideas, and interactive 
sessions. Emmaus Perú is moving 
past their midlife crisis.

MIDLIFE CRISIS SOLVED IN PERÚ
by jim fleming

Meet Debora
Sharon & I first met Debora Trijillano in 2013. We were in 
Chile for Emmaus work and she was there for a mission 
trip. Debora’s father is an elder in their Lima Assembly, 
so we have had contact with her family at various 
conferences over the years. This time, we were able to 
describe to Debora the extent of the Emmaus ministry. 
Upon returning to Lima, however, she could not figure 
out how to get plugged into the Emmaus work there.

When I traveled to Perú in earlier this year, I invited her to come to the Emmaus 
Conference and learn how to become an Emmaus representative in her church. 
She was excited about this opportunity. Following that conference, I preached at 
her Assembly in Lima and then met with her elders who gave the green light for 
her to move ahead to develop the correspondence ministry in their Assembly.

One week after my return to Iowa, I received an email from Debora, “I have 
six students signed up and working on their first course!” If that momentum 
continues, I told her elders, “soon Emmaus will be your biggest ministry.”

Rubén training his teamEmmaus Perú Team

YOU, too,  can start a Bible study ministry in your own local church or area. 
ECS Ministries has the tools and resources to help you. 

Contact us today to find out how we can together bring The Word to the World.
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by jim fleming

When I traveled to Colombia in 
September, I visited Bogotá, and 

encouraged the coordinators there. It 
was fascinating to learn that last year, 
of the 22,398 courses returned for 
grading in South America, that 11,025 
were returned in Colombia alone. The 
Emmaus Colombia work is successful 
because of a committed group of people.

Part of the recipe for success in 
this country is the National Director, 
Gregorio Taborda. Gregorio runs 
the Emmaus work in western 
Colombia and is the Central America 
Regional Coordinator. As a Regional 
Coordinator, Gregorio is my direct 
link to developing and caring for the 
Emmaus ministry in Central America. 

The next ingredient in this successful 
work are the key offices in the four 

Meet Hernando & Mercedes 
In the 1990s, my wife  Sharon and I were involved 
with planting a church in Bogotá and Hernando and 
Mercedes were subsequently saved. After studying the 
courses, they became representatives for that church. 
This grew into correcting activities, which they enjoyed 
even more. Five years ago, at age 60, they stepped out 
in faith and Hernando closed his construction business 
so they could devote even more time to the Emmaus 
work. Trusting God for their monthly financial needs, 
they now correct Emmaus courses for six to eight hours 
a day. Not just checking answers, but interacting, investigating, and thoroughly 
answering student questions or issues .

Grading courses at the Bogotá, office.

Gilberto's son runs Kairos Printing Press.
He prints Bible courses and manages  

a small business to supplement  
the ministry work.

Gregorio (National Director) 
Gilberto (Regional Coordinator)  

Jim (ECS International Coordinator)

regions of Colombia. In Bogotá, 
Gilberto and Sandra are commended 
to fulltime work, but the other offices 
function with volunteers. 

Additional success come
s from the quarterly team meetings 

where training and encouragement 
happens. New volunteers are brought 
on and everyone receives the training 
information at the sessions.

The last ingredient to this successful 
work is the Kairos Printing Press. 
Gilberto’s son has a small printing 
business located in the Emmaus Bogotá 
office. Printing courses locally is one of 
the best ways an international ministry 
can cut operational costs. In Colombia, 
Gilberto’s son provides good quality 
courses for the offices and is also able to 
make a living for his family!

The success of Colombia can be 
replicated, and Gilberto is opening a 
new branch in Ecuador, helping with 
the struggles in Venezuela and Chile. 
ECS USA funds this outreach because 
we believe it is a key investment in 
seeing hundreds and thousands of 
people reached with the Gospel. Would 
you partner with us?
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Day by Day in the Upper Room
BY CHUCK GIANOTTI

The atmosphere in the Upper Room turned dark and troubling. The twelve disciples (quickly 
reduced to eleven) had joined their Lord for what turned out to be His last meal before He 
died. They could not understand that He was preparing them for life without His physical 
presence. 
No superficial reading will suffice to gain the heart of God as revealed in that dinner 
conversation. May your daily reading in this book help you go where you may not have gone 
before, as you listen in and contemplate the Upper Room experience.
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S T U D E N T  S E R V I C E S  U P D AT E

My time at ECS began in mid-
October when I arrived during 

numerous internal transitions. Rob 
Tyler had just retired as Director, 
Terry Wilson had just stepped into 
the position, and long-time employee 
Linda Jeske had retired. But the 
most unsettling transition of all 
was to occur during my first week—
the RECONFIGURATION of the 
CUBICLES!

Now before you brush this aside 
as a minor and rather unimportant 
change, I need to tell you that during 
this reconfiguration of our cubicle 
world, there was a sense of excitement 
and joy in the air. It became clear to 
me while moving desks, bookshelves, 
and cubicle walls that rearranging 
the furniture was suggestive of larger 
changes occurring at ECS Ministries.

I am astonished and encouraged 
by the mission and reach of this 
ministry—equipping believers in over 

Ben Kerns, Jonny Loveless, Melody Marshall, Darlene Fizer

 by jonny loveless

100 countries to study the Word of 
God and mature in their faith. What 
encourages me is knowing that these 
Bible study courses are bringing 
incarcerated men and women to 
faith in Christ and giving them the 
resources to grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. With one of the largest 
outreaches to inmates in North 
America, we are seeking to fulfill 

to the charge of Hebrews 13:3 to 
"remember the prisoners as if chained 
with them..."  

2017 will bring new and creative 
ways to make our Bible study 
resources accessible to the local 
church. Pray for us as we continue to 
encourage believers in becoming more 
actively involved in studying God’s 
word. 

Buy 1 . . . Get 1 Free
(applies to all ECS devotional books)

Devotional special valid through January 31, 2017
www.ecsministries.org/devotional

see 
special 

offer 
below
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W O R L D W I D E  P R AY E R  G U I D E

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH

WEEK 1 (3/5)
Prison Work, Northeastern US

Bill Hulshizer – CT, MA, NH, VT, ME, MS
Bob Deeds – MD
Greg Kuras – NJ
Carlos Botello – NJ
Jean Milligan – NY

WEEK 2 (3/12)
International, Asia

Yasushi, Okamoto – Japan
Rajeev Nicholas – Sri Lanka
Ronnie Tin Maung Tun – Myanmar
Titus Chong – Malaysia
Bangun Haro – Indonesia

WEEK 3 (3/19)
Translation work

Cambodian
Chinese
Tamil, Hindi, Bengali
Arabic
Mongolian

WEEK 4 (3/26)
Dubuque Office Staff

Mindy Stiles – Communications   
 Coordinator

Mark Wainwright – Publications/  
 Communications Manager

Rick Volgarino – Operations Manager
Melody Marshall – Student Services
Al Stoltz – Prison Ministry Coordinator

WEEK 1 (1/1)
Prison Work, Northwest US

Mike Rice – OR
Mindy Sauerlender – WA
Betty Steenmeyer – AK
Bari Mitchell – AK/Spanish
Russ Bevan – AK

WEEK 2 (1/8)
Student Coordinators, Midwest 
US

Craig Rollinger – IL
David Possing – MN
David Harmon – IN
Janet Freeman – IA
Darlene Fizer – IA

WEEK 3 (1/15)
  Special Areas

2017 Bible Book Challenge
Local Jail Ministries
Outreach through ECS website
Volunteers
Course Translation

WEEK 4 (1/22)
 International, Oceana

Faith Connell – NSW Australia
Nilesh Goundar – Fiji
Lindsay Smith – New Zealand
Bryson Thomas – Australia
Len Smith – National Director, Australia

WEEK 5 (1/29)
Dubuque Office Staff

Jon Loveless – Student Services Director
Jim Fleming – International Coordinator
Ben Kerns – North America Coordinator
Terry Wilson – Executive Director
Steve Olson – Warehouse Coordinator

WEEK 1 (2/5)
Prison Work, California

Daniel Kahn
Paul Freeman
Joseph Cabral
Magdy Farag
Mike Ausmus

WEEK 2 (2/12)
International Directors, Africa

Ayman Fahmy – Egypt
Degefa Sedoro – Ethiopia
Francisco Donge  – Angola
Gedeon Nibigira – Burundi
Marlon Govender – South Africa

WEEK 3 (2/19)
Student Coordinators, 
Southeastern US

Marie Santiago – TX
Maurice McMillion – TX
Michael Gentile – FL
Delois Gillis – GA
Georgia McLaren – FL

WEEK 4 (2/26)
International Directors, Africa

Sam Muhire – Rwanda
Lazarus Kisau – Kenya
Monika Snethlage – Tanzania
Jim Gillet – Nigeria
Daniel Webster – Ghana

“ECS Ministries exists to glorify God by 
providing doctrinally-sound resources and 
structured study materials for the purpose 

of teaching people from every nation to 
know Jesus Christ as Savior and to live in 
a way that is consistent with God’s Word.”

RECEIVE OUR WEEKLY
EMAIL PRAYER CONNECTION

BY USING THE QR CODE

GET DAILY PRAYER
REQUESTS BY “LIKING” 
OUR FACEBOOK PAGE

facebook .com /ecsmin i s t r ies
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www.ecsministries.org     1-888-338-7809     ecsorders@ecsministries.org

PO Box 1028
Dubuque, IA 52004-1028

(563) 585-2070

 Check us out online:
www.ecsministries.org
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It’s time to get creative and have 
some fun! We want your pictures—

specifically pictures of ECS books and 
courses in a creative, fun, or unique 
setting.

Maybe it’s a picture of your adorable 
toddler holding an ECS book, or 
maybe your dog gazing intently at 
a correspondence course. Maybe 
you’re in the mountains holding up a 
group study guide, or perhaps you’re 
overseas on vacation at a memorable 
location. Whatever your inspiration, 

TA K E  A  P I C T U R E  C H A L L E N G E
the main thing is to start taking some 
pictures with an ECS book or study 
course.

But wait, there’s more! Free ECS 
books will be awarded to the most 
creative and fun entries. Plus everyone 
who submits a photo will be awarded 
a free eCourse (Lessons for Christian 
Living).

So grab your smart phone or your 
DLS camera—let’s see what fun and 
creative pictures you can come up 
with. 

For complete details and to upload 
your photos, go to: 
www.ecsministries.org/take-a-picture


