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WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION  
“Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no need to 
be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth.” 2 Timothy 2:15 (ESV) 

Dear Bible Book Challenge Groups, 
Welcome to the 2016 Bible Book Challenge. Last year, in the sixth annual Bible Book 
Challenge, we saw 80 churches and over 800 participants start the challenge. We saw 
the groups come together in their study of the course The Book of Judges. Over half of 
the churches had all the people who started the challenge complete the study. 
This year we are studying the Bible course The Letter to the Galatians. The letter to 
the Galatians is a comprehensive, but concise statement of the truth of the gospel—
salvation is through faith in Jesus Christ alone. In the letter Paul refutes those who want 
to earn their salvation, showing that it is not the true gospel. We can stand justified 
before God only though faith in Jesus Christ. 
Our hope here at ECS Ministries is that your group will draw together to study this book 
and will help each other to grow in your understanding of God’s message. 
This document outlines the guidelines for the Bible Book Challenge. In it you will find 
information about starting and completion dates, registration, group eligibility, and a 
number of other items that will help the challenge to be conducted in a smooth-running 
manner. 
Thanks for joining the challenge! We pray that you will be blessed as you study. 
For His Glory,  
 

Rob Tyler 
 
Executive Director 
ECS Ministries 
 
PS. Follow updates and read more information at our website 
www.BibleBookChallenge.org 
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GENERAL STRUCTURE AND RULES  
Bible Book Challenge Overview 
ECS Ministries conducts the annual Bible Book Challenge. Through the Bible Book 
Challenge we want to encourage local churches and small groups in their study of the 
Bible. In addition, we hope that participation in the challenge will result in spiritual 
growth in individuals and their commitment to study the Scriptures. 
The Bible Book Challenge consists of a friendly competition between local churches and 
groups (referred to as teams) as they study Bible courses prepared by ECS Ministries 
and individually complete exam questions based on the material. 
The competition will be held between January and April 2016. The teams will study the 
Bible book with the help of a text book and exam provided by ECS Ministries. The exam 
will be completed in three stages (units) and submitted to ECS Ministries for grading. 
Various awards are presented to successful participants, both individual and team. 
Awards will be given for the completion and passing of the course, for each team that 
has 100% completion rate, and for the team that the highest overall score in each 
division. 
There will be two divisions which break down by size. First the minimum team size is 5. 
The Standard division is for groups of 5 to 19 people. The Major division is for group of 
20 or more. (If insufficient teams apply in either division then the challenge will have 
only one division.) 
Students are on their honor to complete the exams on their own and not in a 
group, with all answering the same. 
Each team nominates an individual who coordinates the team activity (The Coordinator). 
The Coordinator organizes the team activities and the communication between the team 
and ECS Ministries. (For more information, see the Coordinator Responsibility section on 
page 8). 

Eligibility  
1. The Bible Book Challenge is open to small groups and local churches in the United 

States. Teams outside of the United States may participate but will be subject to 
additional mail charges and exam submission guidelines. These groups should 
contact ECS Ministries for additional information. 

2. Team members may not be employees of ECS Ministries. 
3. There must be a minimum of 5 members in a team. 
4. The team will be allocated to a division based on size. Teams of 5 to 19 members 

will be in the Standard Division. Teams of 20 or more members will be in the Major 
Division. 

5. Participants should be aged 12 or over and be able to complete the exams without 
outside assistance. 
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6. If a student has previously taken the course with Emmaus Correspondence School, 
they can participate in the challenge; however their existing grade will not be 
changed in their school transcript. 

Enrollment 
1. Enrollment begins on October 1, 2015. Contestants may continue to register until 

December 1, 2015. 
2. Each team must submit a completed participant sheet to register their team. All 

information should be completed. All fees should be paid prior to materials being 
released. 

3. For those teams registered by December 1, 2015, the study materials will be sent 
(postmarked) to the coordinator no later than December 15, 2015. 

4. For enrollments postmarked by December 1, 2015 shipping will be free. For 
enrollments or changes received and postmarked after December 1, 2015 normal 
shipping will be charged. 

5. The team will be placed in the appropriate division based on the submission of the 
first set of exams. 

6. The cost of the material is $5.00 per participant and $5.00 for team registration. 

Disqualification 
1. ECS Ministries may disqualify, prior to or at any point during the Challenge, any 

team or team members not in compliance with the eligibility requirements or other 
requirements outlined in this 2016 Bible Book Challenge Guidelines. 

2. ECS Ministries may exclude any team from the overall results if the final 
exams are postmarked after the final exam submission date. Exams will be 
graded and returned but the scores may not be included in the challenge results. 

3. Cheating at any time during the Bible Book Challenge will be grounds for 
disqualification. Types of cheating may include, but not restricted to, using the 
Answer Keys available to graders to complete the exam, not completing the exam 
on an individual basis, and completing the exams after reviewing them with other 
team members. 
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CHALLENGE FORMAT AND RULES 
Challenge Format 
Each team is registered with the submission of the completed Participant List. Team 
member will receive, via the coordinator, a copy of the text book, which includes the 
exam questions, and three single page answer sheets (SPAS). 
Although each team is free to conduct their studies in their own way, it is suggested that 
the team members study each lesson, complete the exam in the exam booklet, and 
then transfer the answers to the single page answer sheet. (This enables the student to 
keep a copy of the answers, and also means a copy is available should there be 
problems in mailing the SPAS to/from ECS Ministries). The team can then meet weekly 
to discuss the study, thus reinforcing what you are learning. However each team 
member must complete the exam on their own without help from others. 
First Exam Submission 
The Team Coordinator will collect the Single Page Answer Sheets (SPAS) and send 
them to ECS Ministries for grading and return. 
The mailing of the SPAS must be postmarked no later than February 11, 2016. 
Second Exam Submission 
The Team Coordinator will collect the SPAS and send them to ECS Ministries for 
grading and return. 
The mailing of the SPAS must be postmarked no later than March 17, 2016. 
Final Exam Submission 
The Team Coordinator will collect the SPAS and send them to ECS Ministries for 
grading and return. 
The mailing of the SPAS must be postmarked no later than April 28, 2016. 
NOTE: 
Exams postmarked after April 28 will be graded and returned. However the team 
score will not be included in the Bible Book Challenge results and neither the 
team nor participating team members will be eligible for awards. 
The date on the SPAS is for the exam to be returned to the Coordinator. The dates 
shown above are the dates for the exams to be sent by the Coordinator to ECS 
Ministries. 
ECS Ministries is not responsible for exams that are lost in the United State mail. 
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Grading 
ECS Ministries will grade the SPAS and return them as soon as possible. The grading 
will be completed at the sole discretion of ECS Ministries using authorized grading keys 
prepared and maintained by ECS Ministries. They will be applied equally to all 
participants. 

Individual Results 
Each participant will receive a page with each returned exam that provides their results 
for that exam and their grade to date. At the end of the Challenge they will receive an 
accumulative grade. The participant(s) with the highest score will receive an award. 

Group Results 
There are awards for the teams with the highest score, and for teams with a 100% 
completion rate. 

Awards 
Awards are given as follows: 

� A Certificate for each participant who completes the course and submits the 
exams for grading. 

� An award for the participant(s) with the highest overall score. 
� A Certificate for each team that has a 100% completion rate. In addition each 

team member will receive a 15% discount coupon that can be used to purchase 
materials from ECS Ministries. 

� A Certificate for the team in each division with the highest average scores for all 
team members. In addition each team member will receive a 30% discount 
coupon that can be used to purchase materials from ECS Ministries. 
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CORDINATOR RESPONSIBILITIES 
General 
The Coordinator acts as the team leader and as the interface between the team and 
ECS Ministries. 

Materials  
Materials you will receive from ECS Ministries: 

Participant Sign-Up List 
Poster 
Sample Course 
Study text and exam (1 per student) 
Single page answer sheets (1 set of three per student) 
Certificates and/or awards 

Materials you will receive from participants: 
Sign up information, course fee 
Single page answer sheets (3) 

Activities 
Each participating group will name a Coordinator who will liaise with the ECS 
Ministries BBC Team; sending materials to ECS and receiving materials from ECS. 
Advertise the Challenge, organize the team, collect information to complete the 
Participant Sign-Up List, and collect course fees. 
Send Participant Sign-Up List and fees to ECS Ministries. (Note every effort should 
be made to send all sign-ups together so a single shipment may be made). 
Receive materials—Study text and exam (1 per student), Single page answer sheets 
(1 set of three per student) from ECS Ministries. Note that postage for the first 
shipment of courses is paid by ECS, provided that the enrollment is received by 
December 1, 2015). Postage for any subsequent mailings of courses will be charged 
to the participant at our standard rates. 
Coordinator distributes the materials to each local participant. 
Participants complete the exams and Single page answer sheets (SPAS) and return 
to the coordinator. 
Coordinator collect the SPAS, checks all have names and addresses, and sends to 
ECS Ministries. 
ECS grades and returns the SPASs to the coordinator. 
Coordinator distributes to the participants. 
Coordinator keeps the team on schedule. 
As applicable, the Coordinator receives and distribute certificates and awards. 
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
1. Should the student enter the answers in the exam booklet prior to completing the 

Single page answer sheet? 
Yes. This helps the student to have a record of their answers while the Single 
page answer sheet is being mailed to ECS Ministries, graded, and returned. 
It also means that if there is a problem with the postal system, the student has a 
record of their answers. 

2. Why must we mail the final SPAS by April 28, 2016? 
The Bible Book Challenge is a contest, albeit a friendly one. The end date is 
equal for all groups and enables ECS Ministries to grade and return each group’s 
exams in a timely fashion, and declare the results quickly. 

3. Does the cost of the course ($5.00) cover all of the costs? 
ECS Ministries covers the cost of shipping the course books. This is why we 
want to ship all the materials at one time and will charge for shipping additional 
courses sent to a group. If a local church / group would like to help with the 
shipping costs of the initial mailing, they can send a donation. Also ECS 
Ministries covers the costs of the certificates and awards. 

4. Why is there a charge for Team registration? 
The team registration charge helps to cover the administration cost for the Bible 
Book Challenge. 

5. Why is there a different completion date on the SPAS to the return date of the 
unit to ECS Ministries given in these guidelines? 
The completion date on the SPAS is approximately 3 days before the deadline 
for the Coordinator to mail the complete set of exams back to ECS Ministries. 
This allows time for the Coordinator to check that they have all the exams and 
have time to mail the exams. 


