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A Tale from Texas 

Continued on page 3

‹Attendees at “The Great 
Giveaway” Banquet

Write-Way Prison Ministries (WPM) began 
in 1982 and now, twenty-five years later, is the 
largest prison ministry distributor of ECS courses. 
Under the directorship of Ralph Nichols, they 
currently serve nearly 9,000 students in more    
than 339 Texas and Louisiana institutions. In  
2006, Write-Way shipped an amazing average of 
1,557 courses a week! And the ministry continues 
to grow. 

To handle the enormous load, Ralph has developed 
a branch management system that enables many 
people to actively participate in 
all aspects of the ministry. 
More than 360 volun-
teers in 32 branch 
offices grade the exams 
and answer student 
questions. Three 
branches work 
exclusively with 

Hispanic students. Each branch is assigned students 
from the more than 340 state and federal prisons 
and county jails that WPM serves. 

The home office in Garland maintains the
master records as well as the inventory of courses. 
Shipping, administrative record keeping, and a host 
of other duties keeps more than 40 volunteers busy! 
A monthly newsletter is sent to the WPM workers, 
and regional meetings are scheduled for updates, 
training, and sharing stories of accomplishments. 

Write-Way Prison Ministries’ primary objective 
is to bring prisoners to faith in Jesus Christ. Just 
last year, over 15,800 new students received a 
copy of Born To Win. Some 568 students accepted 
Christ as their personal Savior! In October of 
2007, there were 56 individual professions of faith 
alone. Although statistics may sometimes be cold 
and impersonal, it is obvious that these numbers 
represent eternal significance. The Lord is certainly 
blessing through the WPM work! 
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FROM THE DIRECTOR’S DESK

While looking through the books on my 
bookshelf, I came across one titled “Short Studies of 
Old Testament Heroes.” You will, no doubt, recognize 
some of the names that the book included—Abraham, 
Joseph, Moses, Gideon, Elijah, Daniel, Deborah, and 
many more. The book briefly covered the life and 
exploits of each hero and helped the reader appreciate 
the character of each of these men and women as they 
served God in the time they lived.

I hope you read “A Tale from Texas” that describes 
the work of some modern-day heroes. Just as in the 
Bible, we know the names of some of them, but many 
others also serve without the public recognition of their 
names and service.

Many people serve with ECS Ministries around 
the globe. Despite poor postal systems, they distribute 
courses to students, some traveling many miles by foot, 
boat, and even bicycle to deliver the courses. And even 
though they may be tired, they grade and comment 
on each exam so that it can be quickly returned to the 
waiting student.

We have folks who regularly pray for our associates 
and directors by using the Worldwide Prayer Guide 
included in each edition of the ECS Connection.

HEROES

There are also people who give money to help pay for 
the development, printing, postal, and administrative 
costs that are required to keep the courses going out to 
students.

To include all their names would require many 
issues of the ECS Connection—and many, I am sure, 
would prefer to remain unknown, quietly serving 
their Lord. But to me, they are all heroes. They are 
all working to help people study the Bible and gain a 
greater understanding of its life-changing message.

Their names may not be recorded in a book titled 
“Short Studies of ECS Ministries Heroes,” but their 
names are in a book recorded in heaven—and one day 
we will be able to meet them and rejoice together as 
we see what the Lord has done through their faithful 
service.

Thanks to all the heroes involved in taking The 
Word to the World!

Rob Tyler, Director

“There are about 3,000 people mentioned by name in the Bible. 
Of those 3,000, we only have enough information to evaluate the 
lives of about 100 of them. Of those 100, only about one-third of 
them finished well. Of those who failed, most failed in the last half 
of their lives.”  –Howard Hendricks

In this book, Karen Davis draws on her wealth of experience 
as a teacher of women’s Bible studies to provide helpful guidelines 
about how to thrive as you grow older. The Bible has a lot to 
say about the challenges and pitfalls of this important time. 
Discover God’s purposes in the aging process and the unique 
opportunities available for believers in their later years.

Now available for only $12.95. Order your copy today 
by calling 1-888-338-7809 or going online at www.
ecsministries.org. At the ECS website you can also preview 
the first two chapters. (224 pages, $12.95)

Growing Older, Growing Wiser
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2006
Texas Prison Statistics*

152,889    Number of prisoners incarcerated
8%            Number of female prisoners
37             Average age of prisoners
8th            Average educational grade
49%          Number of violent offenders
371           Number on death row
74,170      Number of new offenders
430,840    Number on community supervision
*Non-inclusive of federal or county prison statistics. Information obtained   
          from Texas Department of Criminal  Justice Website.
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Continued from page 1

New enrollees come  
from student referrals, chaplains,  
prison crusades, and a variety of other means. 
Prison chaplains readily admit that their effort 
is made easier by the groundwork laid by WPM 
using the ECS courses. The WPM counselors 
encourage the students via comments on their 
exams. Some counselors also go personally into 
the jails or prisons. 

On November 3, 2007, an appreciation 
banquet was held in Dallas to celebrate the 
25th anniversary of Write-Way. Several branch 
managers attended, along with some members 
of the WPM board of directors. Rodger Turley 
emceed the event. Rodger was recently approved 
as an ECS Ministries Prison Coordinator and 
has been an integral member of the WPM for 
many years. Helen Mae Nichols did a wonderful 
job coordinating all the arrangements for the 
memorable ceremony. 

The theme of the event was a two-part 
presentation entitled “The Great Giveaway.” 
The first portion illustrated how the WPM 
opportunity was entrusted to Ralph, who 
then proceeded to give away (or delegate) his 
responsibilities to others over the years, up to 
the point where all will be given away, as he 
plans to retire sometime in the near future. 
Many of the branch managers shared about how                      
much Ralph has meant to them, and the joy 

 
 
          

received by ministering to inmates.       
All of the speakers attested to the fact that God 
has used WPM in a very powerful way through 
ordinary people.

The second part of “The Great Giveaway” was 
an emphasis on the Father’s sacrificial giving of the 
person and work of Christ Jesus. As believers, we 
are certainly blessed to be called “children of God.” 
We are co-heirs with Him. What a blessed gift we 
have been given!

For a quarter of a century, WPM has been 
a shining light in dark prisons across Texas and 
Louisiana. And as the Lord continues to lead, 
WPM will remain faithful in bringing men and 
women to the Savior.

‹Ralph Nichols



From the Prisoner’s Pen
Prison life may be confining, but when the Lord places His hand on a rebellious person, he or 
she often receives Christ and starts a new life. Many people believe that going 
to jail is the end of the road for them. However, countless lives have  been 
changed by God’s grace and mercy. Here is what some Texas inmates are saying:

“This study has given me an unquenchable thirst for more of God’s 
Word. Reading the Scriptures and learning more of my Savior 
somehow makes me want to live, walk, talk, breathe, eat, think 
and do the things in my life that are pleasing to God.”   
–Dora in Dallas County Jail

“Through this course I found out that I need help to know God and 
be a true Christian. I have been going about it all wrong. But now
I am thankful I have discovered Born to Win and that y’all are the 
help I need to learn the right way.”   –Nicole

“Had it not been for the efforts of your team, I would not have 
received the study on Matthew! Please thank whoever was 
diligent enough to locate me. I appreciate the personal 
comments I’ve received from the instructors. It’s like being 
mentored by an interested church member. Your ministry is 
doing a great service for prisoners. Thank you so much 
for helping me mature in Christian studies!”   –Robert R.

                                                                                             “I want you to realize that you have affected my eternity. I   
                                                                                               know that in a coming day I shall bow before my Savior,       
                                                                                                and with my tears I shall wet His feet. But I will not know 
                                                                                                 then any more than I know now that He is King of Kings 
                                                                                                  and Lord of Lords.”   –Donald

                                                                                                   “Your ministry has been key in my life for the past three 
                                                                                                     years. I’ve grown so much closer to the Lord, my                
                                                                                                      relationship with our Father is so intimate, that I’m 
                                                                                                       confident in His love for me. I can’t thank you enough!”   
                                                                                                        –Robert
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Remember Me
                       In this 24-page booklet, David Glock addresses one of the major 
                                      distinctives of the assembly movement: our approach to the Lord’s   
     Supper. He outlines why we do what we do and suggests that we have  
      an obligation to share this blessed privilege with others.
                                              The best theology we teach is not from the 
                                         pulpit, but from the Lord’s Supper. There we 
                                          learn about the Godhead and the attributes 
                                          of deity. There we learn about the person 
                                          and work of Christ. There we learn about 
                                           the sinfulness of man. There we learn 
                                           about our great salvation. There we learn 
                                            about the coming of Christ. There we 
                                             learn the vocabulary of the Bible: grace, 
                                             mercy, redemption, propitiation, recon-
                                             ciliation, atonement. There we worship! 
                              It is central to who we are.
This booklet is now available in Spanish. Call today 1-888-338-7809 
or go online at www.ecsministries.org to order copies for your church.

              Want to learn more about the ECS Prison Ministry? 
         An 11-minute DVD explains the history and vision 
       of the correspondence ministry. You’ll learn how the 
  Bible courses are reaching into prisons and changing 
   the lives of men and women with the gospel. You’ll 
      also meet some of the Prison Coordinators and 
           students. Call today (1-888-338-7809) for 
                    your fRee DVD copy.

INSIDE VIEW

Now back in print, La Evangelización Personal is an excellent 
resource for Spanish speakers. This course is designed to help you 
equip yourself for the greatest of all ministries—that of bringing 
men and woman, boys and girls to Christ. Many Scripture 
references are given to help you be prepared to share your faith.



What, in your view, constitutes a biblical prayer? In the New Testament epistles, much is revealed about 
the content of the prayers of the apostle Paul, as well as his practice of prayer. It’s important to notice what 
was not, as well as what was, included in his prayers. He seldom mentioned physical issues like sickness 
or monetary needs. One thing he almost always did was to thank God and his readers for something 
relevant and important. He prayed for their spiritual growth and issues that related to their Christian life. 
Paul cared deeply for those he led to the Lord, for the churches he had helped to start, and for believers 
everywhere. To further see the value Paul placed on prayer, he asked his readers time and again to pray for 
him. But central to Paul’s prayer life was the theme of thankfulness.

To be thankful, no matter the circumstances in which God has 
placed us, is a trait that marks out a spiritually-healthy believer. 
To murmur and complain signals a self-centered and basically 
rebellious attitude toward God. “If God loves me, surely He will 
smooth out all the rough and painful areas in my life . . . won’t 
He?” Well . . . not necessarily. God sometimes uses difficult 
situations to bring glory to His name and to develop a Christ-like 
character in us.

In his prayer for the Colossians (Colossians 1:9-12), Paul states 
his gratitude for them. And in Pauline fashion, we at ECS Ministries want to thank God for you. We 
do not know many of you personally, but we thank each of you who are supporting this ministry. Some 
of you help our prison ministry. What a wonderful way to participate in the salvation of thousands of 

incarcerated men and women! To see from a distance these believers grow 
in grace and truth through these Emmaus courses is truly rewarding. Your 
part may involve working with one of our Prison Coordinators across the 
U.S. or in Canada, or praying regularly and fervently for the prison work. 
Maybe you are giving financially so that we can offer these courses for as 
little as possible. Whatever it is . . . we thank you!

You may be supporting one of the many missionaries who use Emmaus 
courses worldwide to spread the gospel and to edify the Lord’s people. 
We believe God has marvelously used Emmaus courses for over 50 years 
and will continue to use them. Some of you are helping to support our 
expanding publishing effort in the area of quality books and booklets. We 
sincerely thank you and thank our gracious God for you all!

Like Paul, one way we can pray for those who are reading and 
completing ECS courses is that they will strive to live godly lives in an 
ungodly world. Paul had not met the Colossian Christians, and we will 
not meet the vast majority of ECS students in person this side of heaven. 
Yet they (and we all) need, like the Colossians, to be filled with the 
knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, to 
walk worthily of the Lord, to be strengthened with all power, and to be 
thankful. And so with heartfelt thanksgiving we ask that you continue to 
pray for ECS Ministries and for the thousands who study ECS books and 
correspondence courses.

David Harper has served on the ECS board 
of directors for the past 5 years. He and his 
wife Karyl Lynn live in Pennsylvania.

by David Harper

To be thankful, no matter 
the circumstances in 
which God has placed 
us, is a trait that marks 
out a spiritually-healthy 
believer.

Praying the Pauline Way
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Continued on page 8
 

WORLDWIDE
PRAYER GUIDE

Spring 2008 T h e  Wo r d  t o  t h e  Wo r l d

ECS
M I N I S T R I E S

FEBRUARY 

1.    Emmanuel Shaiq                
Regional Director           
Faisalabad, Pakistan

2.    Linda Palmer                       
Associate Instructor             
Boston, New York

3.    John Pandi         
Regional Director     
India

4.    Alan Park           
Regional Director  
Zambia

5.    Linda Jeske         
Student Services      
ECS Ministries

6.    James Patterson  
Prison Coordinator 
New Mexico

7.    Fred Pena         
Associate Instructor 
Tampa, Florida

8.    John Plasterer    
Prison Coordinator 
Maryland

9.    David Possing 
Associate Instructor 
Hokah, Minnesota

10. Gilbert Pouho 
Regional Director 
Guinea-Bissau

11. Miriam Prabhakar 
Regional Director 
India

12. Ruben Diaz   
Regional Director 
Paraguay

13. Mr. R. Raghu  
Regional Director 
India

14.  Richard Reetzke 
 Prison Coordinator 

Kentucky

15. Pray for the financial 
support of the Prison 
Ministry

16. Andreas Reh               
Regional Director           
Russia

17. Markus Wilhelm 
Regional Director 
Switzerland

18. Bill Ridgeway     
Associate Instructor 
Kent, Washington

19. Harison Roat        
Regional Director      
India

20. Nat Rodgers         
Regional Director 
Norway 

21. Pray for released 
inmates who continue 
taking courses through 
the scholarship 
program

22. Craig Rolinger    
Associate Instructor   
East Moline, Illinois

23.  Mr. A. D. Rathnakara 
Regional Director     
India 

24. Mr. P. Samson       
Regional Director      
India

25. P. A. Samu              
Regional Director      
India

26. Jacob Samuel     
Regional Director      
India

 
27. Ken Russell         

Regional Director 
Uruguay

Continued on page 8

28. P. B. Samuel               
Regional Director          
India

29. Wong San Tosh         
Regional Director            
West Malaysia

MARCH

1.    Robert Scheid 
 Prison  Coordinator 

Powder Springs, Georgia

2.    Mark Scoggins 
 Prison  Coordinator 

Arkansas

3.    Neena Edwin 
 Regional  Director 

Pakistan

4.    Walter & Charlene 
Searcy Volunteers            
Springville, Iowa

5.    Corbin Seavers     
Associate Instructor 
Louisville, Kentucky

6.    John Sebastian      
Regional Director         
India

7.    Pray for the work in 
Australia

8.    Rob Tyler                            
ECS Director

9.    Y. K. Simon               
Regional Director          
India

10. Balhar Singh           
Regional Director          
India

11. P.M. Skariah                
Regional Director          
India
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NOVEMBER

1.	Emmanuel	Shaiq
Regional	Director
Faisalabad,	Pakistan

2.	 Linda	Palmer
Associate	Instructor
Boston,	New	York

3.	 John	Pandi
Regional	Director
India

4.	 Alan	Park
Regional	Director
Zambia

5.	 Linda	Jeske
Student	Services
ECS	Ministries

6.	 James	Patterson
Prison	Coordinator
New	Mexico

7.	 Fred	Pena
Associate	Instructor
Tampa,	Florida

8.	 John	Plasterer
Prison	Coordinator
Maryland

9.	 David	Possing
Associate	Instructor
Hokah,	Minnesota

10.	 Gilbert	Pouho
Regional	Director
Guinea-Bissau

11.	 Miriam	
Prabhakar
Regional	Director
India

12.	 Ruben	Diaz
Regional	Director
Paraguay

13.	 Mr.	R.	Raghu
Regional	Director
India

14.		 Richard	Reetzke
Prison	Coordinator
Kentucky

15.	 Pray	for	the	
financial
support	of	the
Prison	Ministry

16.	 Andreas	Reh
Regional	Director
Russia

17.	 Markus	Wilhelm
Regional	Director
Switzerland

18.	 Bill	Ridgeway
Associate	Instructor
Kent,	Washington

19.	 Harison	Roat
Regional	Director
India

20.	 Nat	Rodgers
Regional	Director
Norway	

21.	 Pray	for	released	
inmates	who	continue	
taking	courses	through	
the	scholarship	program

22.	 Craig	Rolinger
Associate	Instructor
East	Moline,	Illinois

23.		 Mr.	A.	D.	
Rathnakara
Regional	Director
India	

24.	 Mr.	P.	Samson
Regional	Director	
India

25.	 P.	A.	Samu	
Regional	Director
India

26.	 Jacob	Samuel
Regional	Director
India
	
27.	 Ken	Russell
Regional	Director
Uruguay

28.	 P.	B.	Samuel
Regional	Director
India

29.	 Wong	San	Tosh
Regional	Director	
West	Malaysia

MARCH

1.	 Robert	Scheid
Prison	Coordinator
Powder	Springs,	Georgia

2.	 Mark	Scoggins
Prison	Coordinator
Arkansas

3.	 Neena	Edwin
Regional	Director
Pakistan

4.Walter	&	Charlene	
Searcy
Volunteers
Springville,	Iowa

5.	 Corbin	Seavers
Associate	Instructor
Louisville,	Kentucky

6.	 John	Sebastian
Regional	Director
India

7.	 Pray	for	the
work	in	Australia

Continued from page 7

by Jim Fleming
To Brazil and Beyond12. Lindsay Smith           

Regional Director             
New Zealand

13. Monika Snethlage 
Regional Director     
Tanzania

14. Jacob Sode                
Regional Director       
Papua New Guinea

15.  Bhailal Solanki   
Regional Director

 India
 
16. Southeastern 

Correctional Ministry  
 Virginia

17. William Stanbridge 
Regional Director           
Italy

18. Pray for the financial 
support of ECS Ministries

19. Fred Steenmeyer       
Prison Coordinator    
Alaska

20. Pray for the work in 
Jordan

21. Martin Steinberg      
Prison Coordinator  
Virginia

22. Mr. P. Stephen        
Regional Director         
India

23. Richard Strout       
Regional Director     
Canada (French)

24. Magali Y. F. Suarez 
Regional Director          
Peru

 
25. Pray for outreach 

through ECS Ministries 
web site

26. Katie SuChomel        
Prison Coordinator Florida

27. J. Victor Sundararaj 
Regional Director   India

28. M. K. Sunny              
Regional Director          
India 

29. John Swain             
Associate Instructor 
Spotsylvania, Virginia

30. Gregorio Taborda  
Regional Director  
Colombia

31. Robert Sawyer         
Associate Instructor  
Grand Rapids, Michigan

APRIL

1.    Jim Fleming        
International Coordinator 
ECS Ministries

2.    David Thomas        
Regional Director          
India

3.    E. V. Thomas            
Regional Director          
India

4.    David Thompson      
Regional Director    
England

5.    Ronnie Tin Maung 
Tun Regional Director 
Myanmar

6.    Pray for the work in 
Hungary

7.    Moses Twumasi           
Regional Director   
Senegal

8.    Pieter Van Houten    
Regional Director 
Netherlands

9.    Pray for the Prison 
Ministries in the United 
States

10. Marcia Vanderlaan 
Regional Director 
Colombia

11. ECS Ministries  
Board members

12. Gil Vargas                  
Regional Director        
Spain

13. Paul Varghese          
Regional Director         
India

14. Martin Vedder           
Regional Director          
ZAM

15.  Phil Wagner               
Prison Coordinator 
Southern California

16. Dorthy Maxey  
Associate Instructor 
Roanoke, Virginia

17. Esther Frey          
Regional Director 
Puerto Rico

18. Perry Wallace      
Regional Director 
Bahamas

19. Sung Mo Yuh    
Regional Director   
Korea

20. Pray for funding 
for the scholarship 
program

21. Peter Ferry           
Regional Director             
Thailand

22. Jim Harper                 
Prison Coordinator  
Illinois

23. Mark Daniels             
Prison Ministry       
Albany, Georgia

24. Pray for the work in 
Romania

25. Wesley Gardner      
Prison Coordinator 
Rhode Island

26. Ferreira Jorge Sandala 
Regional Director 
Angola

27. Johnny Khoury 
Regional Director    
Israel

28. Osvald Kjaerbo 
Regional Director 
Faeroe Islands

29. Shawn Klinkhammer 
Jail Impact Ministries 
Dubuque, Iowa

30. Pray for funding and 
translation of the 
courses for the 12/24 
India Project

Continued from page 7
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“Catching the vision” is a somewhat 
overused phrase these days, but it aptly describes 
what is happening in ECS Brazil. Following a 4 
day visit Gil Vargas and I made to Brazil 
(population 187 million) to visit with Warren 
and Linda Brown, the missionaries now 

responsible for ECS Brazil, the Browns are fired 
up and ready to go! 

Warren is an evangelist. Linda is an office 
and technology lover. That makes a great team! 

Warren’s vision came alive when he saw the 
potential and creativity of using the courses to 
reach the lost and strengthen the church body. 
They knew the content was good, but the how-
to of running a new school had been lacking.

Linda’s vision was lit when Gil Vargas 
started talking technology and publication with 
her. Some of the Brown’s stock is 20 years old. 
Brazilians don’t appreciate yellowed pages and 
rusty staples! Gil and Linda speak the same 
technical lingo and were soon visualizing and 
planning what could be done to edit the 

Portuguese, improve the layout, and make the  
covers more attractive. ECS Portuguese courses 
have been produced in Brazil and Portugal, and 
reprinted in Angola, plus there are additional 
titles in South Africa being prepared for the 
Mozambique ministry. In situations like this I 
am developing a Language Coordinator to 
improve the efficiency, production, and quality 
of a language curriculum. Gil is our Spanish 
Language Coordinator and is assisting as 
temporary Portuguese Language Coordinator 
until a permanent one is named. With Gil’s help 
and Linda’s skills, we will soon have a 

›Jim fleming and Gil Vargas 
with Warren and Linda Brown

BRAZIL

by Jim Fleming
To Brazil and Beyond

Gil Vargas is our Spanish Language Coordinator 
who lives one hour from the Portugal border 
in Spain. Gil works closely with the publication 
department at ECS Ministries where Spanish 
courses are printed. He helps coordinate the 
translation, editing, and production of Spanish 
courses, especially in other countries where some 
courses are printed on-demand. Gil is making 
contacts with Portugal to restart ECS, as it is 
on hold at present. He is assuming Portuguese 
coordination until the right person can be found.
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›Warren, Linda, and Gil working on 
distribution strategies

Brazil is fast becoming one of the world’s leading 
economies. Their Embraer is the 3rd largest aircraft-
building company in the world. Modern freeways 
and luxury cars reflect the prosperity of the nation. 
(Trivia: Brazil uses the highest percentage of ethanol 
worldwide!) The Emmaus correspondence ministry 
is posed to play catch up in Brazil, and in time it will 
also be a great help to the other ECS Portuguese-
speaking countries.
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curriculum of well-produced, attractive courses to 
offer to all Portuguese speaking countries!

The vision was spread on our first evening in 
Franca (where the Browns live) when we spoke at the 
midweek meeting—keeping our Spanish slow so that 
the Portuguese speakers could follow us without 
translation. Warren and Linda took note as people 
stood around for a long time afterward describing 
how Emmaus has affected their lives: 25 years ago 
they were students, and now they are leaders in the 
assembly; how they have studied 5 or 10 courses; how 
the teaching is so doctrinally necessary; how they 
want others to study the courses as well. In a new 
way, Warren and Linda began to realize that ECS 
courses are a great tool that people want! They won’t 
have to beg to get students.

Producing a course is easier than distributing it to 
new students, so we spent hours talking through 
ideas that might or might not work in their context. I 
could sense the vision being caught as we discussed 
various methods of getting multiple people studying, 
then starting their own local ministries of distribution 
all over Brazil, eventually becoming Correctors and 
having Emmaus centers with Promoters who get the 
courses to the people personally. This cuts out mail 
costs and develops a discipling friendship that will 
strengthen local fellowships.

Continued from page 9

Some of the countrieS where  
SpaniSh and portugueSe  

correSpondence  courSeS are uSed:

SPANISH

Argentina
Bolivia
Chili
Colombia
Costa Rica
Dominican Republic
Ecuador
El Salvador
Germany
Honduras
Mexico
Nicaragua
Paraguay
Peru
Puerto Rico
Spain
United States
Uruguay
Venezuela

PORTUGUESE

Angola
Brazil
Guinea-Bissau
Mozambique
Portugal
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by Don Debaeremaeker

Jan and I met as students at Emmaus Bible School in the 
late 60’s. During our time there, we used the Emmaus 
courses in various class studies. Then, when we lived in the 
Ottawa Valley in the late 80’s, I became an Associate 
Instructor and had a small number of students. We moved 
to Windsor in the 90’s and continued serving with the 
correspondence ministry. Later, we heard that Patrick and 

Gael Long wanted to “retire” after more than 28 years of service. In 1999 we took over the work and 
became a Regional Director.

In the past decade we have had over 700 different students. Most have only completed one course but 
several have gone on to earn their 48-unit or higher certificates. There are 22 Associate Instructors across 
the country that I work with—which has contributed to a significant increase in the work in the past few 
years. Several camps also use the courses in staff training, especially What the Bible Teaches. Other groups, 
such as a Ladies Christian Literature Fellowship and the International Fellowship of Farmers, distribute a 
large number of Free Offer Cards. Perhaps 25 percent of our students are shut-ins or of retirement age 
who want a thorough study of God’s Word.

Students write that the studies are greatly impacting their lives. Some have started going back to 
church. Others have found their family life strengthened. Many comment that they never knew “that is 
actually what the Bible says” in contrast to what they have heard or been previously taught.

This past month, two ladies stated they had received the Lord Jesus as their personal Savior. One was 
in response to the Free Offer Card. The other was during discipleship by a sister in the Lord reaching out 
to the ladies of her community.

It is always a delight to read how the Lord is working in the lives of so many—as they get into the 
Word and the Word gets into them.

For the past thirteen years, Don has served as Regional Director of Canada. 
He and his wife Jan live in Ridgeville, Ontario.

ECS Canada

UPDATES

                            flRafael Nunez is a new Associate
                            Instructor in Edinburg, Texas.

                            Robert Sawyer is the new
                            Associate Instructor in Michigan.

     flRick Volgarino has joined
                            the staff at ECS Ministries 
                            in Dubuque, Iowa, serving as 
                            Operations Manager.

                           flBrad Hallock is the new Foreign   
 Regional Director in Santa Cruz,   
 Bolivia.

Ron Goossen is now the Prison Coordinator 
for Oklahoma, taking over that portion of the 
prison work from Mark Scoggins (who still 
serves all of Arkansas).
     
                           flGeorge Matthew is a new  
                            Foreign Regional Director in
                            Kottayam, India, working in 
                            English.



The Word to the World

ECS MINISTRIES

P.  O. Box 1028
Dubuque, IA 52004-1028

(563) 585-2070

Check us out online:
www.ecsministries.org

This 10 week group study guide of 2 Corinthians 
takes an intuitive approach to the theme of God’s 
comfort for believers. Each lesson’s goal is to draw 
from a section of the letter a principle to guide the 
Christian’s daily life. 

The study guide comprises questions that have 
been written for both personal study and group 
discussion, and include meaningful application 
questions. (80 pages, $6.95)
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