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New Zealand is an 
English-speaking country 
with a population similar 
to that of Los Angeles 
(about 4 million). As with 
most developed countries, 
church-attendance is very 

low. I serve as the International Regional Director 
and am grateful for several volunteers that help with 
distribution, grading, and administrative tasks.

Emmaus 
correspondence 
courses have 
been available 
in New Zealand 
for over 40 
years. In the 
past they were 
mainly used 
in assembly 
outreaches 
and activities 
such as camps, but today most courses are supplied to 
prison inmates.

Prisoners request courses using tear-off postcards 
from Bible Gems, a free Bible calendar. The scenic 
calendar is sponsored by area assemblies and 
distributed annually to every prison cell in the country. 
Free-offer postcards are also enclosed with courses sent 
to current inmate students and they are encouraged to 
give these to their friends. This is an effective method 
of enrolling new students and getting them into God’s 
Word.

There are now correspondence students in every 
prison. About 1,500 courses are supplied to prisoners 
each year (1 per every 4 prisoners). Sixty-five percent 

of the courses are returned for grading, with the prison 
institutions paying the postage costs. Through this 
ministry, many prisoners learn about God’s saving 
grace and choose to put their trust in the Savior.

COURSES
In addition to courses supplied by ECS USA 

(three of which were written in NZ), we have prepared 
several other courses, some already being used in 
Australia and the UK.

The first course we send to prisoners is Searching 
in the Bible, because it is a straightforward and easy 
to understand introduction to the Bible. The second 
course is The Greatest Man Alive, with its very clear 
presentation of the gospel of grace. The third course is 
What the Bible Teaches.

Two of our new courses are Choosing a Church 
and Baptism Next. These are similar to the older 
courses Christ Loved the Church and Buried by 
Baptism, but somewhat shorter. Baptism Next is 
illustrated by photos of baptisms from all over the 
world.

An inmate who recently completed Choosing a 
Church writes: 

“This course has helped me realise the importance 
of a Bible-based church. I do not belong to a church, 
but now I know what to look for, and through the 
Holy Spirit I will know when the church is right for 
me.”

WEBSITE
The New Zealand website www.emmausnz.com 
has useful information about the courses. At 

the website you can also order courses and calculate 
shipping charges. This year there have been requests 
from over 15 countries. Many of these requests are 

Continued on page 3
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›2007 Bible Gems Calendar



Call today for your
free DVD copies!
1-888-338-7809

FROM THE DIRECTOR’S DESK

FREE DVDs!

Last year one of our Associate Instructors wrote me 
this note:

“I just received the ECS Connection newsletter 
and also the Prayer Guide. I noticed that my name 
is on there and it is awesome to think that on 
that specific day people all over the world will be 
praying for me. And, of course, it reminded me that 
I have a responsibility to pray for the others.”

This letter reminds us how important it is to 
pray for other workers involved in helping students 
study the Bible. What kinds of things can we pray 
for? Personal things that relate to their individual 
ministry, such as health, patience, persistence, wisdom, 
and tact. Practical things like reliable mailing and 
delivery systems, a quiet area in which to grade, space 
for filing and storage, a working computer, and of 

“PRAYER PARTNERS”

course funding. Planning as the workers look for help 
with grading and distribution, deciding which new 
correspondence courses to introduce, how to increase 
the number of students, and how to train successors.

I’m sure that you can think of many more things 
we can pray about for the folk included in the Prayer 
Guide. Just think: when you pray for the person 
named for that day, you are part of a great number 
of intercessors—and we certainly have a God who 
answers prayers!

Thanks for partnering with ECS Ministries through 
prayer.

Rob Tyler, Director
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CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL MINISTRY

With thousands of people receiving the ECS Connection, there is no way 
we can individually visit each of you. But you can still get a good glimpse 
of this exciting correspondence ministry via the DVD production, “A 
Great Work for God.” In just 19 minutes you can learn about many aspects 
of the ministry including its history, correspondence school, prison and 
international programs, and publishing resources. The DVD can be shown 
in churches or simply enjoyed on your own DVD player.

PRISON MINISTRY

This 11-minute DVD explains the 
history and vision of the prison 
ministry. You’ll learn how the Bible 
courses are reaching into state and
 federal prisons and changing the lives 
of men and women with the gospel. You’ll 
also meet some of the Prison Coordinators
and students.
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“I believe in Christ as my own Saviour, and it was 
while I was in jail, at the lowest point of my life, that 
he stooped down to save me.”

“The hardest part for me was to admit to God that I 
was lost and a guilty sinner. It went against the way 
that I was brought up.”

“I shared with one inmate how I was a Christian and 
then he started asking questions and I answered them 
and then through sharing with him for 3-4 days, he 
gave his life over to Jesus. We were in cells next to each 
other and we talked through a hole (under the bed) 
into each others cells.”

“I was praying for guys in prison when I was the only 
Christian in this unit, and within 2 months 2 guys 
gave their hearts to the Lord and within one year 5 
more were saved. It was so cool to watch God moving 
in these guys’ lives—I am thankful to God.”

forwarded to the Emmaus office nearest to the person 
inquiring.

It is truly exciting to see prisoners using the 
correspondence courses to study God’s Word. Many 
thousands have been impacted and given their lives 
and hearts to the Savior. Many more are growing each 
day in the knowledge and understanding of their God. 
Here are some recent testimonies:

“I was totally illiterate when I started with your Bible 
courses 3 years ago, and slowly matured when studying 
your courses. That I appreciate. That’s how I came to 
know Jesus Christ as my Savior, and He turned my 
life around! Before this, the only family I knew was the 
gang life.”

“I am 22 in a foreign country in prison. But in Christ 
I know I am safe. Also I’m an ex-heroin addict and 
armed robber, but through God I can be forgiven. My 
Lord has given me eternal life and helps me every day 
know that I am not alone.”

Continued from page 1

NEW ZEALAND—
A SNAPSHOT

Name:
New Zealand

Geography:
103,737 (sq mi), about the 
size of Colorado

Capital: Wellington

Largest City:
Auckland, population of 1.1 million

Population: 
4.1 million
21%, 0-14 years
67%, 15-64 years
12%, 65 years and over

Official Languages: 
English
Maori

Major Religions:
Christianity
    
Main Exports:
Dairy products
Meats
Agriculture
Timber

Distributions in 2005:
2,529 Distributed
916 Completed
    
Distributions in 2006 (9 months):
2,726 Distributed
766 Completed



ECS PERU
by Jim Fleming, International Coordinator

Peruvian history is a fascinating study in the 
rise and fall of cultures and kingdoms. Ancient 
Chavin, Chimu, and Nazca kingdoms developed 
impressive civilizations, leaving legacies such as 
the huge Nazca lines in the southern desert that 
can only be appreciated from the air. Then came 
the famous Incan empire that melted all

 

civilizations on the western side of the continent 
into one. The Spanish pillaged their wealth and 
destroyed their culture in the 1800s before being 
bloodily driven out during the revolution for 
independence in the 1920s. History has repeated 
itself through these eight difficult decades of 
independence.

Emmaus Peru has followed suit with its 
ups and downs over the years since the Spanish 
courses were first introduced over 40 years ago. It 
achieved its height of influence and distribution 
under the direction of Gordon Wakefield in the 
1980s. After that, the central office was moved 
out of the capital of Lima, and eventually the 
elders of the church where the head office was 

located took the room away from Emmaus and 
the stock was moved to the home of a local 
believer. We are thankful for Magali Suarez, who 
has faithfully kept the correspondence ministry 
going from her home in the north of Peru despite 
difficult times. Bert & Colleen Elliot have been 
wonderful helpers as well.

Emmaus Peru is now on the verge of a new 
phase of growth and expansion. In October 2006 I 
traveled to Peru. There I visited Magali in Trujillo, 
where her husband is helping with the ministry as 
one of the new leaders in the local church. Many 
of their 13 home groups are studying Emmaus 
courses. After working through office-logistical 
issues with Magali, it was wonderful meeting 
with 150 believers from these study groups to 
explain the simplicity of how to distribute the 
correspondence courses throughout their region. 
Fulltime workers will be taking the courses on 
their itinerate ministries, and we trust the Lord for 
students to be reached in coastal and mountain 
towns throughout northern Peru from Magali’s 
office.
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›Magali Suarez, ECS Peru, Regional Director

›Meeting in Trujillo with 150 people from Bible study groups
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In Lima I spent 2 days 
working personally with local 
fulltime worker Giovanni 
Nuñes, whom I have been 
training to open an Emmaus 
office in the capital again. 
Then elders from 3 local 
churches, missionary Eric 
McKinley from the mountain 
town of Ayacucho, and 3 
believers from the desert city 
of Ica came for an afternoon 
of training. We discussed the 
methodology of setting up 
a central office in a region 
and then having promoters in as many local 
churches as possible to contact students, 
distribute courses, and return the exams for 
grading.

Twenty more interested believers joined 
us for an evening session to learn how they 
might be those promoters in various Lima 
churches. As they saw the simple concept of 
having a selection of courses available in a 
small case (dubbed A Portable ECS Office) to 
interest believers in studying God’s Word, the 
enthusiasm became contagious.

›Believers from Lima interested in the promotion of correspondence courses

›A portable ECS office

Pray for the courses that are being shipped to 
Peru right now to open these offices. Praise God 
that an office has been rented in Ica and is being set 
up. Pray for many promoters to be trained and to 
represent the correspondence ministry actively in 
their local assemblies as they network out from the 
centers in Lima, Ica, Ayacucho, and Trujillo.

 —Jim Fleming, International Coordinator



 

HOT OFF THE PRESS!

P. O. Box 1028  Dubuque, IA  52004-1028  www.ecsministries.org

    Do you have some Spanish-speaking friends, but don’t know how 
                     to introduce them to Christ? Try handing them a copy of one

                             of these Spanish correspondence courses:

For a limited time, purchase these three Charles C. Ryrie 
 books for only $20 (plus s/h). Biblically based, they will 
   certainly make a treasured addition to your home library.

SPECIAL RYRIE
  LIBRARY OFFER:

Order Today!
Phone: 1-888-338-7809

Email: ecsorders@ecsministries.org
Website: www.ecsministries.org

Charles C. Ryrie is the annotator of the 
Ryrie Study Bible and author of many 

other best-selling books. Dr. Ryrie has served in numerous professional 
 capacities including President of Philadelphia Biblical University, 
   and Chairman and Professor of Systematic Theology at Dallas 
    Theological Seminary.

T h e Wo r d  t o  t h e W o r l d

ECS
M I N I S T R I E S

Timoteo y Tito (Timothy and Titus)
Colonsenses (Colossians)
¿Puedes Conocer a Dios? (Can We Know God?)
El Otro Consolador (The Holy Spirit at Work)
Salmos Mesiánicos (The Messianic Psalms)

The Miracles of Our Lord (192 pages)
Biblical Theology of the New Testament (384 pages)
The Basis of the Premillennial Faith (144 pages)

Normal Price: $33.85
Special Offer: $20.00



�
EC

S C
O

N
N

EC
TIO

N

From the Prisoner’s Pen
“I’ve gotten correspondence courses from others but yours are by far the best at keeping me in the Word!                  
Keep up the good work.”  Herschel

“Plant My Feet On Higher Ground has helped with assurance of salvation. How I’ve 
been using my faith is exactly how God would have me use it.”  William

“I have just finished the Born to Win course and it has been very 
hard to put it down. It was truly a blessing to learn a great amount about Jesus Christ, 
things I need to know. I will be looking forward to the next course!”  Frank

“I would like to offer my heartfelt thanks to ECS Ministries. My story seems unlikely. I’m a 
former navy pilot, a 55-year-old US Naval Academy graduate. I’m a publisher of technical 
papers, company founder, paid consultant in the oil and gas industry, patent holder, and 
incarcerated cocaine addict. I’ve found a new, life-long trust, freedom, and faith through 
our Lord and Savior. Thank you for what you do.”  Joseph

“What is happening to me through your courses is nothing short of a miracle. The 
beautiful thing is that I am aware of spiritual growth following each course completed 
yet I am still a babe in Christ. Lessons for Christian Living has been my life-line to 
growth.”  Todd

 

STAYING FOCUSED
by Al Stoltz, ECS Prison Ministries Coordinator

While opening letters and answering phone calls I often receive requests from inmate-students asking for 
educational advice, a pen-pal, or even donations of money, clothes, and other items. Although the intention 
of the student is well meaning, ECS Ministries simply does not have the resources to provide such items and 
services.

This does not mean we do not care about the inmates’ physical needs, but our focus and objective is to 
provide written material and study tools that will draw the student closer to the Savior and His Word.

Over the years I have examined other ministries that provide correspondence courses to prisoners. The 
ECS Prison Ministry program is second-to-none in terms of content and quality. Currently we offer nearly 
70 courses in English and over 40 in Spanish. They come in a range of subjects including salvation, Christian 
growth, evangelism, and doctrinal studies. There are also specialized courses that speak specifically to inmates 
who have been, or soon will be, released from prison.

The correspondence courses published by ECS Ministries are designed for popular, non-college credit 
use. Having said that, we do award ‘certificates of achievement’ for individual course completion, and also for 
multiple-credit recognition.

Thousands of inmates have expressed gratitude for the teaching and instruction provided in the courses. 
Each month we receive encouraging letters testifying of the spiritual influence and growth received from 
studying and applying biblical instruction. Although we may be unable to furnish additional frills for inmates, 
we give them what they truly need: the Bread of Life that will guide them to a deeper, fuller relationship with 
our heavenly Father.

 —Al Stoltz, ECS Prison Ministries Coordinator



Two ‘mini-courses’ have proven 
to be popular evangelistic tools. 
Who Is the Greatest Man 
Alive and Men Who Met Jesus 

are each only 32 pages, yet 
they effectively describe 
man’s need for a Savior 
and the atoning work of 
Christ on the cross.
Since first published 
last year, over 45,000 
copies have been 
distributed. The 4x6 
booklets are designed to 
be easily carried in your 

pocket or purse. They are 
economically priced at $.50 

for quantities of 10 or more 
($1 for smaller quantities). 

This means you can use this 
‘mini-course’ everywhere you would use a tract, yet 
with greater impact! Leave one with your restaurant 
tip. Hand another to your bank teller. Leave several 
at a local laundromat for people to read. The 
possibilities are endless. 

Call 1-888-338-7809 to order your copies today.

The Word

 

to the World

ECS MINISTRIES

P.

  

O. Box 1028
Dubuque, IA 52004-1028

We’re on the web:
www.ecsministries.org

‘MINI-COURSES
PROVE POPULAR

There are two main scholarship programs that we undertake 
from the office in Dubuque. We serve
 

n  U.S. prison inmates who have completed the prison 
curriculum under the auspices of our State Prison 
Coordinators.

n  Individuals who want to study, but who cannot afford to pay 
for the courses.

Each year over 1,500 courses are sent out to these students from 
the Dubuque office. It is a real joy to see these students continuing 
their studies and making progress in their understanding of God’s 
Word, especially the prison inmates.

To be included in the scholarship program, an individual needs
 to complete an application. If the student qualifies, he or she is 
then sent courses free of charge.

However, it costs ECS Ministries an average of $10 per 
course to supply, send, and grade these materials. Funds 
for this scholarship program come from generous donors 
who want  to see students studying God’s Word. If 
you  would like to financially assist scholarship 
students, please send a gift designated for 
the “scholarship fund.”

WE’RE GLAD 
YOU ASKED!
“Do you have any 
scholarship programs?”


