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by Wim Hoddenbagh, ZAM Regional Director
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ETHIOPIAN ENTHUSIASM

In September 2006 we celebrated the 5th 
anniversary of Emmaus Bible School in Ethiopia. 
During the past year I have been responsible for the 
work in this country. We are happy to have diligent 
help: a fellow worker named Degefa Sedoro and his 
wife Zebiba. 

Since the work started, many things have 
happened. Our first contacts came as a result of 
short visits by Herbert Martin on his way to Congo. 
He and another brother, Helmut Linke, initiated 
the ministry. Before ZAM (Central African 
Mission, a ministry based in Germany) asked me 
to take responsibility for the Ehtiopian work, I had 
accompanied Herbert a few times in Congo and 
made similar short visits in Ethiopia.

In the beginning, the ministry was primarily 
being done in the prisons. We had (and still have) 

the opportunity of visiting many prisons to preach 
and to see the lives of prisoners changed because of 
the reading of the Bible and the dedicated studying 
of correspondence courses. At a church in Ambo-
prison, about 120 km to the east of the capital, 
Addis Ababa, we preached the gospel to 1,200 
prisoners. Afterwards we were invited to continue 
our teaching and evangelism in the church on the 
compound. These are activities we can do in many 
prisons.

During the past year, the Bible courses have 
been distributed in many churches and also at 
universities. To be honest, we have difficulty in 
getting reliable statistics due to the fact that not 
all of the workers understand English well. At the 
meeting in September, we invited all of the fellow 
workers to come to Addis Ababa. There we had (as 
well as some interesting Bible studies) a detailed 

Continued on page 3
›Church in Ambo-prison

›Degefa Sedoro and his family



Planning for your small groups in January should 
start with a review of the small group discussion 
guides available from ECS Ministries.

Faith on Trial

Lessons in Trust

Biblical Servanthood

Goodness for God’s Sake

Run the Race

Living for God in an Ungodly Culture

The Seven Last Things

Available at 
www.ecsministries.org
or at 1-888-338-7809

Also, don’t forget to check 
out the web-only specials 
for extra savings.

FROM THE DIRECTOR’S DESK

GEARING UP FOR GROUP STUDY

Unfortunately, the old slogan “The mail must 
go through” is not always accurate, and we at ECS 
Ministries have discovered undelivered mail to be a 
worldwide problem. In many countries distribution 
of correspondence courses is not carried on through 
the postal system. Instead, courses are delivered and 
collected by hand. Some instructors travel many miles 
by bicycle, motorcycle, and on foot to ensure that 
students can continue their studies.

During the last year, some of our shipments to New 
Zealand, Singapore, Nigeria, Ghana, and Paraguay 
have gone missing. Often, deliveries that do get 
through are taking up to a year to arrive. We at ECS 
Ministries are reviewing different methods of shipping 
our courses internationally, but every method, other 
than the one we currently use, is more expensive. 
Because this problem is also occurring more frequently 

DELIVERY
GUARANTEED?

in the United States, we are increasingly using delivery 
carriers other than the USPS for mail in North America.

The immediate impact on the ministry is an 
increase in shipment costs. Lost or missing courses 
have to be re-sent, and alternative (more expensive) 
methods of mailing are used. The longer-term 
impact still needs to be assessed. Methods such as 
using containers to ship larger quantities, electronic 
transmission of files to domestic and international 
printers, and other options will need to be investigated. 
Please pray that we find good solutions to these 
shipping issues so that we can continue taking The 
Word to the World.

Rob Tyler, Director
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village east of the capital, I saw some of those helpless 
children and we began working on a project to 
establish a local Christian school. This school is 
also intended to evangelize the people in this area, 
including Muslims and animists. Please pray for 
this opportunity to reach these poor people for our 
Lord Jesus Christ. If anyone is interested in learning 
more about this work, contact me at wim@die-
buecherstube.de.

May our God bless you all!
Wim Hoddenbagh, ZAM Regional Director

seminar on working with the courses. A manual has 
been developed and has already proven to be of help 
to graders, instructors, and fellow workers.

In the 1st quarter of 2006 about 16,000 courses 
were distributed and 14,500 corrected; in the 2nd 
quarter about 22,000 copies were distributed (both 
in English and Amharic) and half of them were 
corrected. Actually, I think far more courses have 
been corrected, but the real numbers are unavailable 
until the end of the year.

Ethiopia is a poor country. Many children 
cannot go to school. When I was in Nureira, a 

Continued from page 1

ETHIOPIA—
A SNAPSHOT

Name:
Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia

Population:
Approximately 73 million
44% 14 and under
53% 15-64 years
3% 65 years and over

Geography: 631,312 sq miles
Capital: Addis Ababa

Ethnicity:
45% Semitic origin
42% Cushitic origin
10% Omotic origin
3% Other

National Language: Amharic

Main Export: Coffee

Religion:
45% Muslim
40% Ethiopian Orthodox
12% Animist
3% Other
    
ECS Course Distributions in 2005:
Distributed – 7,402
Completed – 6,197
Completion rate – 84%



UN CURSO DE
ESTUDIO DE EMMAúS

Order today!
phone: 1-888-338-7809

email: ecsorders@emmaus.edu

P. O. Box 1028  Dubuque, IA  52004-1028  www.ecsministries.org

Over the years, ECS Ministries has been involved in a major overseas 
work that has presented the gospel to millions of individuals worldwide. 

We have seen our Bible courses translated into more than 125 languages 
and dialects and rejoice in the marvelous results. Thousands have become 

Christians and thousands more are growing each day in the Lord.
One of the most striking examples of this work has been in Spanish-speaking 

areas and communities. Over the years, because of such a hunger for God’s Word 
among Hispanics, we have been translating many of our Bible courses into Spanish and 

distributing them on a wide-scale basis, both in the USA and abroad. The Spanish courses 
are categorized into 4 main divisions:

T h e Wo r d  t o  t h e W o r l d

ECS
M I N I S T R I E S

Evangelism and Christian Growth
El Siervo de Dios
El Verbo de Dios
¡La Biblia Dice Así!
Lo Que la Biblia Enseña
Un Encuentro con Cristo
San Pedro y la Iglesia
Lecciones para la Vida Cristiana
Guía para el Crecimiento Cristiano
Mas Creced en la Gracia
Evangelismo Personal
Que Prediques la Palabra
El Hombre Más Grande
Acuérdate de tu Creador
Puedes Vivir para Siempre
Un Dios, Un Camino
Llaves de Oro

Bible Book Courses
Sumario de la Biblia
Salmos Mesiánicos
Daniel
Hechos
Romanos
1 Corintios
2 Corintios
Gálatas
Filipenses y Filemón
Tesalonicenses
Timoteo y Tito
Santiago
Las Epístolas de Juan
Apocalipsis
Colosenses

Doctrinal Courses
Sepultados con Cristo
¿Debo Ser Bautizado?
En Memoria de Mí
El Otro Consolador
¿Puedes Conocer a Dios?
Cristo Amó a la Iglesia
Tu Palabra es Verdad
La Mujer que Agrada a Dios
Un Diseño para tu Matrimonio
Traza Bien la Palabra de Verdad

Prison Courses
Nacido para Triunfar
Prisionero con Jesús
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“AS BOUND WITH THEM”
IN PUERTO RICO

From our small office in San Juan, Puerto 
Rico, we send courses to fifteen institutions, 
including a few in the United States. There are over 
15,000 prisoners on the island, and we work with 
approximately 400 “active” students. 

Nydia (not a prisoner) was one of the first 
converts through the courses. She corrects the 
exams in her home while babysitting her grandson. 
Ana and Merary (university students) also help 
process the courses on a part-time basis. Since 99% 
of our students are prisoners, we highly depend on 
donations for the work.

Several students have been impressed with “Un 
Diseño Para Tu Matrimonio” (God’s Blueprint For 
Your Marriage). One person said that we should give 
this course to university students to give them the 
wisdom they need for when they marry. Another 
course that has proven popular is “Tu Palabra 
Es Verdad” (Thy Word is Truth). Students are 
particularly amazed at the fulfillments of prophecy.

Our greatest joy is receiving testimonies. Here 
are a few of them.

€Alex Mercado 
Alvarez, 
correspondence 
student being 
baptized

›Esther Frey, Regional Director, Puerto Rico

“Just a personal testimony. Every time 
I study Lo Que La Biblia Enseña (What 
the Bible Teaches) with someone, that 
person accepts Christ. It’s an excellent 

evangelistic tool! We 
are reminded time and 
time again that we are 
fulfilling Scripture, 
‘Remember them that 
are in bonds, as bound 
with them . . .’  Hebrews 
13:3a”

“I want to thank you for presenting 
to me the most important person 
. . . Jesus Christ. Thanks to you, 
I know the Word of God as He 
demands. My life has completely 
changed—physically, emotionally, 
and spiritually.”

“I’m so grateful for all the 
knowledge I’ve received through 
the courses, and that you have 
always answered my letters 
giving me encouragement . . .”

“Thanks for helping me 
understand the need for faith in 
Jesus Christ. Now I have peace in 
my heart.”

by Esther Frey



Available at 
www.ecsministries.org
or at 1-888-338-7809

from Blessings All Mine 
With 10,000 Besides!
                            by Fred Kosin
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›Leonard Dare, Prison Coordinator

From the Prisoner’s Pen
“Thank you for the courses. Now I have the meat and understanding of what I’m reading in the Bible as                                
                                                 I continue my daily study of God’s Word.” William

                                                 “I want to thank you for this course Proverbs For Life. It has blessed                                                                
                                                  me with wisdom and understanding about the Word of God                                                                                 
                                                   that I did not know.” Melvin

                                                   “Before completing Born to Win, I was not sure about my faith in                                                                     
                                                    Christ. I now know that I am saved. I received Christ during the first                                                               
                                                     course I was studying.” Kenneth

                                                      “As I was introduced to the ECS courses and started studying them, I believe the Great                  
                                                       Shepherd was guiding me to salvation. I’m now a believer!” James

                                                        “I now have a deeper understanding of what God expects out of my life. Because of these        
                                                        courses, I now have the tools that I need to defeat my demons and evil influences as I get         
                                                         ready to head back into the world on parole.” Jeff

What could be more beautiful than a trip to Colorado in the early fall and the opportunity to meet with 
some fellow prison ministry workers? Coordinator Leonard Dare and the Set Free volunteers for Colorado, 
Nebraska, and Wyoming were wonderful hosts on my visit 
to their Denver office on September 27.

I observed a great passion among like-minded folks as 
they graded, commented, and processed courses together 
in one large room (their regular routine every Wednesday). 
Each person fulfills their duty making sure over 2,200 
active students in nearly 100 institutions receive their 
courses in a timely manner. Truly it is a labor of love, as 
eternal issues are at stake. In spite of the many tasks at 
hand, smiles abounded, knowing each course brought the 
Word of God to an inmate. Several inmate testimonies 
were shown to me attesting to the impact the courses make.

Later that evening, I spoke at Boulder Bible Chapel 
and did the same at Southwest Bible Chapel on the 
Thursday evening, sharing about ECS Ministries and what 
is happening with the ministry as a whole. People asked 
questions about ECS and seemed interested in using the resources in their chapels.

The trip was an encouragement, giving me a chance to meet a fine group of people in person. It is a joy to 
know that the courses are pointing so many inmates to the Savior who “did not come to be served, but to serve, 
and to give His life a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45).

     –Al Stoltz
	 	 	 	 	 		ECS Prison Ministries Coordinator

A LABOR OF LOVE



Read…  Reflect… 
Resolve
Blessings All Mine 
With 10,000 Besides!
 is a year’s collection of 
daily devotionals that 
point out specific 
blessings given to all 
believers when they 
trust Christ as Savior. 
These insightful 
meditations focus on 
the person and work 
of Christ, as well as 
the inventory of 
resources He has generously lavished on all believers. 
You will be encouraged to employ these spiritual 
blessings for God’s glory and the blessing of others. The 
life-changing message of the Scriptures brings Christ 
into proper perspective as your source and center of 
behavior.

Written by Fred Kosin, these daily meditations 
are a must-read for all believers committed to spiritual 
growth. If you want to challenge and refine your focus 
on Christ, this volume is for you.

448 pages, hardcover, $12.95
Order today at www.ecsministries.org
1-888-338-7809

The Word

 

to the World

ECS MINISTRIES
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Dubuque, IA 52004-1028

We’re on the web:
www.ecsministries.org

Blagovest Nicolov is a new Regional 
Director (RD) in Bulgaria. He joins 
Ivelin Minkov who is also working in 
the country. Although they are serving 
on opposite ends of the country using 
different methods, they are both eager to 
strengthen believers and introduce the 

gospel to the lost.

In Korea, Daniel Chang has handed the baton to Sung-
Mo Yuhu. Sung-Mo Yuhu took over directorship of ECS 
Korea in July 2006. Brother Mo writes, “I have believed 
that the ECS Ministry is God’s work. I prayed before 
taking on this responsibility and was given the verse 
2 Corinthians 12:9 ‘For my strength is made perfect 
in weakness.’ I realized that I could not do God’s work 
with my strength, but with His strength. Then Brother 
Chang wrote to ECS USA and suggested that I take over 
the work. I love working together with both God and 
God’s workers. It will be the greatest privilege to me, as 
a follower of our Lord Jesus Christ, to use these courses 
for God’s glory.”

Joseph Jeremiah has taken over from Shirley Chasteen 
as one of the Prison Coordinators (PCs) in Florida. 
Shirley has worked in the prison ministry for more than 
15 years.

Steven Easley Sr. is joyfully serving as 
chaplain for the Buffalo City Mission. As 
an Associate Instructor (AI), he is using 
the courses to enhance the “Spiritual 
Recovery Program” and to educate and 
mentor the men who have a sincere 

desire to learn the Word of God.

UPDATES


