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PRIMING THE PUMP

›30 Prison Coordinators / Volunteers attended the National Conference

The 2006 ECS Prison Ministry National 
Conference was held June 7-10 here in Dubuque. 
The event was an encouraging time for all attendees 
with sessions that included:

n dealing with other religions

n technology updates / new ECS website

n a day in the life of Rachael Nor

n Jail Impact Ministry

n history of ministries in Alabama & Kansas

n viewing of the new ministry DVDs

n preparing for successors

Attendees also took the time to stroll along the 
scenic Mississippi Riverwalk and enjoy the beauty 
of the area. As always, the fellowship was refreshing 
as well as a source of insight and guidance into 
what works and how ministries can become more 
effective.

Each morning a prayer session was held at 7:15. 
During this time people lifted up the work to the 
Lord, praying for those who could not attend and 
thanking Him for blessing the correspondence 
ministry over the past 65 years. Although the 
conference passed quickly, all felt rejuvenated in 
their commitment to service and in helping to reach 
inmates with God’s Word. Feedback and comments 
from the folks were positive.

n “I loved the camaraderie, especially seeing 
and speaking with friends. The food, the 
fellowship, the testimonies, the DVDs—it was 
all excellent!”

n “The opportunity for interaction is always 
valuable and insightful.” (Leonard Dare, CO) 

Continued on page 3
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›Bob Scheid, Alabama Coordinator / Wes Parkhurst, Alabama Coordinator



After months of development, the new ECS 
Ministries website is now online! 

With an organized menu of ministry links, 
you can browse detailed information about 
ECS books, courses, study guides, booklets, and 
Spanish material. Read previous issues of the ECS 
Connection or learn more about current projects 

like the 12/24 India 
Project, European 
radio programs, or 
evangelistic campaigns. 

Want to purchase Bible-based resources? Enjoy 
the convenience and speed of our online store. It’s 
secure and easy to use. Plus you can take advantage 
of web-only specials that’ll have you smiling from 
ear-to-ear at the great prices.

If you’re an ECS coordinator or grader, log-in to 
our Associates area and download the most current 
Answer Keys and other helpful tools. Maybe you 
just want to find out who is the ‘Associate of the 
Day’ and keep them in prayer.

Whether to update Answer Keys, learn about 
current projects, or purchase books and courses, 
www.ecsministries.org is your source for excellent 
Bible-based resources.

FROM THE DIRECTOR’S DESK

WWW.ECSMINISTRIES.ORG

Occasionally we mention the fact that we distribute 
well over a million correspondence courses worldwide every 
year. Of these, the completion rate is about 65%. This means 
that about 845,000 exams are graded each year. Now that’s 
a lot of grading!

Yet what amazes me is that nearly all the work is done 
by volunteers—either individuals who use ECS courses in 
one-on-one ministries or people who grade courses for 
one of the prison or international ministries. Some graders 
handle just a few courses and exams, while others spend 
many, many hours each week serving dozens of students, 
making sure that they receive new courses and that exams 
are accurately graded and all questions answered. They 
perform this service without remuneration, and often 
without recognition. 

In addition to the myriad of volunteers are Ministry 

 “THANK YOU!”

Associates like Prison Coordinators and International 
Regional Directors, the people who coordinate the larger 
works. Time and space don’t allow me to express what they 
give in the way of time, effort, and heart.

If you are one of our volunteer force—thank-you! 
Thank-you for your dedication, sacrifice, and partnership. 
Even though I do not know all your names, I rejoice in the 
spiritual fellowship we share in bringing The Word to the 
World.

Your fellow worker, and loving it,

Rob Tyler, Director
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Did you know that 1 in every 30 US adult residents are currently under some form of correctional 
supervision? That’s over 7 million people! For your information, this is how the different forms of 
“correctional supervision” are defined:

Probation—court-ordered community supervision of convicted offenders by a probation agency. In 
many instances, the supervision requires adherence to specific rules of conduct while in the community.

Jail—confinement in a local jail while pending trial, awaiting sentencing, serving a sentence that is 
usually less than 1 year, or awaiting transfer to other facilities after conviction.

Prison—confinement in a State or Federal correctional facility to serve a sentence of more than 1 year, 
although in some jurisdictions the length of sentence which results in prison confinement is longer.

Parole—community supervision after a period of incarceration. These numbers include only adults who 
are on active or inactive parole supervision or some other form of conditional release, including mandatory 
release, following a term of incarceration.

With such a large number of 
people in the correctional system, the 
opportunity of reaching these needy 
souls is almost unlimited. “Therefore 
pray the Lord of the harvest to 
send out laborers  into His harvest”    
(Matt. 9:38).

Inside View
Want to learn more about the ECS Prison 
Ministry? Our 11-minute DVD explains the 
history and vision of the correspondence 
ministry. You’ll learn how the Bible courses 
are reaching into prisons and changing the 
lives of men and women with the gospel. 
You’ll also meet some of the Prison Coordinators and students. 
Call today (1-888-338-7809) for your free DVD copy.

n “Overall, an excellent conference!”       
(David Thompson, CA)
n “I liked the progress report on course 
and book publishing as well as the review 
of the daily routines of ECS workers.”                          
(Will Nuce, KS)

The ECS Prison Conference is held every other 
year. This means that the next one is scheduled, 
Lord willing, in 2008. The conference is a perfect 
opportunity to share ideas, learn how the ECS home 
office is facilitating growth, and just enjoy being with 
like-minded believers.

Continued from page 1

›Mike and Pam Ausmus, San Leandro, CA volunteers

DISTURBING DATA



HOT OFF THE PRESS!
Just in time for the upcoming fall Bible studies, ECS Ministries offers

a variety of Group Study Guides to suit your congregation’s needs!

The emphasis in the book 
of James is not so much to 
teach doctrine as to show 
us how the Word should 
become real in our lives. 
This group study guide 
blends extracts from the 
emmaus study course 
on James (also titled 

Faith on Trial) with observation, interpretation, 
and application questions of the bible text. The course 

itself is recommended for supplementary teaching, but not 
required.  $6.95

in the midst of our self-
promoting society, we all 
need to be reminded of the 
principles of servanthood 
taught in scripture and, 
in particular, exemplified 
in Christ Himself. This 
refreshingly different 
study written by Marilyn 
burson correlates to Ken Fleming’s book 
He Humbled Himself and is sold both separately $6.95 and as a 
package $9.95.

This 13-week study of 
1 Corinthians takes a 
thematic approach to the 
book, that of Living for 
God in an Ungodly Culture. 
Practical and probing, the 
step-by-step questions 
are enhanced by Carol 
brown’s warm yet incisive 
introductions, follow-
up applications, and 
explanatory notes on the 
biblical text.  $6.95

This curriculum guide has been expressly written for 
your High school sunday school teacher to take the 
class through Dr. David reid’s course of the same 
name. Using fun activities like discussions, skits, 
games, and worksheets, the guide equips the 
teacher to cement this 
apologetic material into 
the minds and hearts of 
your youth so they know 
why they believe what 
they believe and be better 
equipped to defend 
God’s Word among their 
peers.  $9.95, or free with 
purchase of 10 copies of  ready 
to Give an answer

order today!
phone: 1-888-338-7809

email: ecsorders@emmaus.edu

P. O. Box 1028  Dubuque, IA  52004-1028  www.ecsministries.org

n Verse-by-verse

n Verse-by-verse with supplementary 
material (an ECS Study Course)

n Topical

n Themed to Bible characters

n Doctrine (for High Schoolers)

Genuine biblical faith endures—and 
where better to see examples of 
enduring faith than in Hebrews 11? 

in Run the Race, Marilyn burson 
shows us where to dig in the old 

testament for background 
material as to how those saints 

endured so we can learn how 
to apply those principles to 

our own “races.”  $6.95

Other Study Guides are available, including:

n The Seven Last Things

n Goodness, for God’s Sake

n Lessons in Trust

T h e Wo r d  t o  t h e Wo r l d

ECS
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In Their Own Words…

“I have received the study course Born To Win and it is incredible. 
I thank you all for creating this opportunity for people like 
me (people who have sinned, got locked up, then become 
Christians) to study the Bible. I struggle with my faith when I am 
not surrounded with Christian examples, but your books have 
helped keep me on track. Going through your study courses is 
strengthening my faith.” –Brian (Pennsylvania inmate)

“Your Bible studies are excellent and make a 
difference! I have just completed my first exam 
and will be happy to receive the certificate so I 
can show my family that I have made a change 
in my life. I am very sincere and happy to have 
a relationship with the Lord. Even though I may 
be in prison, it is great to have my priorities 
straight.” –Jonathon (Texas inmate)

“I never learned so much about the Bible 
until I studied your courses. I can honestly 
say that I have learned more in this one 
year than at any other time in my life. Your 
notes are appreciated and I review them 
again and again. I have grown in my faith 
and belief so profoundly that I have made 
a 180° change from what I was to who I am 
now.” –William (Colorado inmate)“I became a Christian 

on October 6, 2002. I 
am certainly blessed to 
have wonderful people 
like you offering studies 
like Proverbs for Life for 
people like me. Thanks for 
all your time, effort, and 
love in Christ Jesus. I truly 
appreciate the courses!” 
–Robert (Michigan inmate)

“Thanks for taking time to answer my 
questions about the Bible. I have never 
known people who really care. Just think, 
we might never see or meet, but with God 
in our lives, we will meet in our Lord’s 
kingdom.” –Julian (Texas inmate)

“I have received my 48 unit 
certificate and am grateful 
to ECS for providing these 
courses.” –DBS (Georgia 
inmate)

“Thank you to all those people 
that help make these Bible 
studies and correspondence 
courses free to us prisoners.” 
–John (Texas inmate)



Ind ia Pro je c t  Update
12/24 is a buzzword at ECS Ministries. This phrase does not refer to hours 

and days but to Emmaus Correspondence Courses and Indian languages. The 
project’s goal is to print 12 courses into each of 24 different languages spoken in 

India—that’s a total of 288 different courses!
The Project was conceived in 2004 by regional director John 

Sebastian in Kerala, India. Translators have been found for about 12 
of the languages, and existing courses are being revised for reprinting.

In January 2006, Jim Fleming (International Director) visited 
3 areas of India which resulted in a rejuvenated vision for the 
correspondence work. A 12-minute DVD was then produced to 
explain the 12/24 India Project and to inform people about the 
“Adoption Program.”

Over 30 courses have now been “adopted” by North Americans, 
which means that they have supplied $300 to print 1,000 copies of 
one course. Mizo is the first new language for which 12 courses have 
been translated. Last month the first six courses came off the press 
and are now available to reach this language group in the northeast 
of India!

The 12/24 India Project provides an exciting and real way in which you can participate. Your 
sponsorship will have a direct impact in helping Indians on the other side of the world read, study, and 
grow from God’s Word. For more details or to request a free informational DVD, contact ECS Ministries 
today.

›John Sebastian—Regional Director in Kerala, India
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In 1998 Set Free Ministries of California received a testimony which read in part, “I wouldn’t trade my time 
here in prison for a million dollars or life on some exotic island!”

I just had to meet the author, Aaron Lowery.
It turned out that Aaron was being released from 

prison in three months. When finally released, he 
was homeless, jobless, and without a church family. I 
determined that, with the Lord’s help, I would help him 
find a church and housing. I picked him up in January 
1999 and together we drove to Victorville, where we met 
Pastor Doug. 

Along the way I discovered that Aaron was 31-years-
old, had grown up in ten foster homes, had spent time in 
various county jails, and finally ended up in prison. He had 
tried “religion” several times, but it never stuck. This time, 
Christ was real in his life. By studying the correspondence 
courses, he had grown spiritually while in prison and could 
now give thanks for all that he had learned.

Aaron and Pastor Doug hit it off from the start. He showed Aaron a room fixed up just for him. Aaron’s 
eyes lit up with excitement and thankfulness. I said I’d be back in three months. 

When I did return, I was thrilled to see how well Aaron had adjusted to life on the “outside.” A dozen 
church members came and shook my hand and thanked me for bringing Aaron to their church. He had proven 
to be a faithful brother who attended all the prayer and home meetings he possibly could. An elder had even 
given him a job.

A year later Aaron met Lisa, a new convert. After a two year engagement they married in June 2002. I was 
their best man. Present at their wedding was his dad, a jazz musician from Reno. He was amazed to see the 
entire church turn out for what he thought was his “loser” son.

In June 2003 Aaron and Lisa spoke at the ECS Prison Conference in Dubuque. All were touched by his 
testimony and his love for God and His Word. This past February, Aaron and Lisa became parents of a little 
baby boy named Benjamin. 

Aaron continues to honor Christ with his life. He has helped disciple a number of parolees. And as a result 
of Aaron’s testimony, his father and stepmother have become Christians and are now active in the church.

         –Dick Hopkins

›Aaron, Lisa, and Benjamin Lowery

LIGHTS…
CAMERA…
       ACTION!

With over 3,000 people receiving the ECS Connection, there is no 
way we can individually visit each of you. But we can still give you a 
good glimpse of this exciting correspondence ministry via our DVD 
production, “A Great Work for God.” In just 19 minutes you can learn 

about many aspects of the ministry including its history, the correspondence school, prison 
and international programs, and publishing resources. The DVD can be shown in churches 
or simply enjoyed on your own DVD player. Call today for your free copy.

“NOT FOR A
MILLION DOLLARS!”



uNDersTANDING 
THe TrINITY

Understanding the 
Trinity focuses on 
one major area of 
Bible doctrine, 
namely the 
doctrine of the 
triune God. It is 
this view of God 
as Trinity that 
distinguishes 
Christianity not 
only from all 
other religions, 
but also from 
the other major monotheistic religions, Judaism 
and Islam.

This publication is a compilation of papers 
originally presented at a symposium held at 
Emmaus Bible College in 2002 and subsequently 
published in successive issues of the Emmaus 
Journal. Each article is penned by a different 
theologian and covers a different aspect of the 
doctrine.   448 pages, $15.95

The Word to the World

ECS MINISTRIES

P.  O. Box 1028
Dubuque, IA 52004-1028

We’re on the web:
www.ecsministries.org

In North America, over 360,000 ECS courses are distributed
each year. Approximately 60% of these are returned for grading. 
Most exams are graded by volunteers who use ECS Answer Keys 
and other grading tools. 

Who can be a grader? Obviously the first qualification is to be
a believer with a desire to help others in their study of God’s Word. 
Any other qualifications? Well yes, they must . . . 

n  be ready to commit the necessary time and effort

n  promptly grade and return the courses

n  agree with the ECS Statement of Faith

n  have a good testimony in the local church and 
     community

If you are interested in becoming involved, let us
know and we’ll pair you up with an Associate 
who would greatly appreciate your help.

WE’RE GLAD 
YOU ASKED!
“How Can I Get
Involved In Grading?”


