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INDIA, A SUB-CONTINENT
              OF OPPORTUNITIES

›Calcutta Conference Group

Chennai Conference Group‹

Even for us as 
missionaries in Latin 

America, India was both hair-
raising and faith-strengthening. 
India magnifies everything: 

wealth and poverty; Christian 
love and paganism; high education 

and illiteracy; the beauty of the Taj Mahal and 
the squalor of Calcutta slums; languages and 
population; even traffic! India is a land of contrasts 
with over a billion people of various races not only 
crowded in choking cities but living in deserts, 
vast tropics, the Himalayan highlands, monsoon-
drenched marshlands. 
They speak hundreds of 
languages, are caught in 
their caste system, and 
believe many religions. 
     The atmosphere is 
almost electrified with 
spiritual warfare: Hindus 
worshipping sensuality 
in the form of multiple 
gods in temples on every 
corner; Jains covering 
their mouths to avoid 
swallowing insects and 
microbes that might be 

a reincarnated grandparent; Sikhs willing to murder 
for their beliefs; Muslims with their passion to 
impose their religion on the whole world; misled 
religious zealots working their way to heaven. Then 
there are true believers. You can’t help falling in love 
with these Indians who live out mountain-moving 
faith amidst the absolute spiritual enslavement of 
the masses! 
     Our 40 Emmaus directors are among these men 
and women whom God is using. Many come from 
one of the 2,000+ Assemblies in the south of India, 
but are using the courses as tools to spread the gospel 
to the more difficult northern regions. Meet a few of 

these workers:
     Joseph Thomas has gone 
to the state of Mizoram on the 
Myanmar (Burmese) border. No 

by Jim and Sharon Fleming

Continued on page 6



March 1, 2006 was a milestone 
in the history of ECS Ministries. 
It was the day of our first radio 
broadcast in Europe. Taking 
advantage of new broadcasting 
freedoms, and a generous 
financial gift designated for 

radio work, we are transmitting 
a 15-minute program, Monday 
through Friday, over a Christian 

radio station based in Germany. 
     Radio Neue Hoffnung’s signal reaches across 
nearly all of Europe, allowing ECS to reach the 
millions in Europe for whom English is either their 
first or second language. The programs comprise 
our correspondence courses that have been adapted 
for verbal teaching. Listeners are pointed to our 
international website (www.emmaus.name) where 

they can complete online courses or request courses 
in either English or their native tongue.
     You too can listen to the programs! Listen live at 
9:15 am (USA Central Standard Time) by logging 
onto the radio station web site (www.rnh.de) and 
selecting the live audio stream. The programs will 
also be available on our web site 
(www.emmaus.name) soon after they are broadcast. 
You will be able to select from all of the programs 
that have already been broadcast.
Please pray that:

n many people will hear the broadcast 
and request courses to help them 
study the Bible.

n we will be able to place the program 
on stations within the United States.

FROM THE DIRECTOR’S DESK

ON THE AIR!

One of the characteristics of ECS Ministries is the fact 
that it comprises not a few, but hundreds of people who 
serve quietly behind the scenes. Among this number is a 
small group that, although in a leading role, serves ECS 
Ministries without fanfare—the Board of Directors. 

This group meets twice yearly to decide on the 
overall direction of the ministry and to develop policies 
that guide the way we conduct the work. These 
individuals bear the ultimate fiscal responsibility for ECS 
Ministries. 

In addition, within their routine lives and in their 
travels they tell others about all that the Lord is doing 
through ECS Ministries, thus promoting interest in the 
work. They give of their time and resources to direct and 

A BOARD THAT’S 
“ON BOARD”

help the ministry and staff. They commit to pray for the 
staff and associates. Several are involved personally, 
either grading courses or helping administratively.

Please pray for our Board Members in their vital 
service for ECS Ministries: Lloyd Brandt, Evan Davis, 
Adrienne Cayley, Ed Goodwin, Randy Gruber, David 
Harper, Warren Hylton, Dan Smith, Sam Thorpe, Stephen 
Wilson, and Dale Twesten.

Rob Tyler, Director
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›Colombo, Sri Lanka, Emmaus Day with 193 students

›Rex Rodroguez and Rajeev Nicholas in ECS Sri Lanka office

SRI LANKA—
REBUILDING AND THRIVING

by Jim and Sharon Fleming

Say “Sri Lanka” and you think of elephants, 
or tigers, or the Tamil Tiger terrorist group 
that has divided the beautiful island nation 
with civil war. Or perhaps you think of 
the famous Ceylon tea that many of us sip 
in peace, little realizing it may have been 
grown in a war-torn area. Since December 
26, 2004 images of tsunami devastation 
come to mind as we visualize the disaster 
that struck Sri Lanka, including our 
Christian brothers, their homes, businesses, 
and church buildings.

Visit the believers in Colombo, Sri 
Lanka, as we did in January, where on the 
Sunday morning I first spoke at a Tamil 
service, then to Sinhala group, and finally 
to those that prefer English. All in the 
same church complex! That’s the unifying power of the gospel. Upstairs is the ECS office filled with piles of Tamil, 
English, and Sinhala courses. Since the tsunami, not only has the Correspondence work thrived, but three new 
ECS centers have been opened as church buildings have been rebuilt and neighbors attracted to the gospel through 
the witness of the believers. In 2005 alone, over 2,000 new students studied more than 4,700 courses! 

On Saturday, 193 students gathered for an Emmaus day. Buses and vanloads had driven through monsoon rains 
the day before, some diverting for hours around flooding to get there from all points of the island, all to hear the 

Word taught, to learn more about ECS Ministries, and to meet 
the International Director and his wife. But we were the ones 
humbled and encouraged as many people gave their testimonies: 
dozens have been saved in the last year, and a new assembly has 
been started as a direct result of a number of Emmaus students 
saved in one town, all edified in the Word through their studies. It 
was Sharon’s privilege to give out diplomas to several students that 
had achieved special recognition.

Many of these students and new believers lost family members 
in the tsunami. Soon after the tsunami, our ECS director, George 
Nicholas, passed away. His son, Rajeev, stepped in with his God-
given business and administrative skills and has created many 
teams to rebuild church buildings and believer’s houses. He has 
also set up small businesses to give them jobs—even a computer 

school to train fishermen, too fearful to return to the sea, in a new trade. The Bible correspondence work has taken off 
on this same wave of opportunity to reach out with God’s love to the hurting Sri Lankans. Rex Rodriguez, who has 
overseen the ECS office for years, has seen his work multiply. What a wonderful problem!  Praise God for the thriving 
ministry in Sri Lanka!



HOT OFF THE PRESS!

“I just never have time to read a full-legth book!” Have you 
ever said that? If so, then you’ll appreciate this new series 
of booklets from ECS Ministries. Each one can be read in 
about 30 minutes, yet is packed with sound, 
practical teaching on topics that relate to 
believers individually. They’re also great for 
group discussions, hence the title, “Talking 
Points.” Here are the first four in the series…

Talking PoinTs
Booklet Series

I N T R O D U C I N G

The Lord Jesus said, “It 
is more blessed to give 
than to receive.” Even 
so, much of our giving 
tends to fall short of 
true Christian giving as 
defined in God’s Word.

In 2 Corinthians 8 and 9, we find many 
principles related to giving and the rewards for doing so. 
These principles apply not only to giving money but to all 
areas of Christian stewardship—our time, our talent, and 
our treasure.

Although making 
decisions and 
determining God’s 
will for our lives can 
be difficult, it doesn’t 
have to be that way. In 
fact, decisions can be 
made with confidence 
when we follow the 
principles God gives 
us in His Word.

If order is to be maintained 
in God’s household, it 
is important that every 
person in church fellowship 
understand church discipline. 
This booklet addresses the 
following topics:

• The purpose of discipline
• The types of offences
• Specific discipline 

associated with each case
• The people responsible 

for discipline in the 
church

Is the choice between 
traditional burial or 
cremation just a matter 
of personal preference? 
Is it a spiritual issue at 
all?
In this booklet, James 
W. Fraser challenges 
us to consider the 
biblical teaching 
concerning death 
and burial.

Only $1.95 each. Order today!
phone: 1-888-338-7809

email: ecsorders@emmaus.edu

T h e Wo r d  t o  t h e W o r l d

ECS
M I N I S T R I E S

P. O. Box 1028  Dubuque, IA  52004-1028  www.ecsministries.org



›Roger Ward
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INMATE RE-UNITES
WITH CORRESPONDENCE
COURSES AFTER 13 YEARS

While in Missouri at a correctional center, Roger Ward began studying 
Emmaus correspondence courses. By 1993 he had had completed 48 units of 
study and had received his 48 Unit Certificate with Honor.

Upon his release shortly afterward, he experienced difficulties in 
adjusting to life on the outside and found himself living on the streets. 
During this time he continued to memorize Scripture, which came easy to 
him, but he had problems getting his life back on track. 

In July of 2005 he was back in prison 
for a short two months. During that time he met a Spanish inmate who was 
studying Born to Win. Roger was excited to see the courses again and asked 
the inmate for a mailing address. Roger wrote the Dubuque office and, as a 
result, began taking the courses once again. On Friday March 31st, Roger 
received his 60 Unit Certificate with Honor. The following day, he was 
married to a fine Christian girl. He now plans to begin a six-month training 
session with the Nazarene Rescue Mission in Kansas City, Missouri, in order 
to help serve and minister to others.

FLORIDA, THE 
SON-SHINE STATE

Florida is known for its beautiful beaches and tourist 
activities, yet away from the popular resorts and 
amusement parks stand massive 
federal and state correctional 
centers. The Florida DOC records 
indicate that nearly 100,000 inmates 
are being held this year. 

The Bible correspondence work is steadily growing in 
Florida through the commitment of a number of dedicated 
individuals. Miami resident Francisco Escarramon oversees the thriving Spanish 
language work. Meanwhile, Esther Bradford, Shirley Chasteen, and Don Jeffers 
handle the bulk of the English language activities, while Katie and Clarence 
SuChomel, as well as Julie Marsh, distribute and grade courses in the Panhandle 
region. 

Around 20,000 courses were distributed last year in Florida alone, and the 
potential for additional growth is apparent. Please pray for helpers and graders in both 
English and Spanish. Through their time and commitment, the Son-shine state is full of 
incarcerated people that are being reached with the Gospel.



12 languages each at present. Many courses are in 
translation process, financed by the Indian church. 
I was given the CDs for the 12 Mizo language 
translations at the Calcutta conference. Now we 
need to print. Since returning, I hear Bodo language 
translation has begun. 
     The next step is the Indian Language Adoption 
Program, which will finance the printing. It works 
like this: You, or a local church, adopts a course in 
one language and pays for the initial printing. For 
example, you adopt What the Bible Teaches in 
Gujarati. You then donate approximately $300 to 
print 1,000 copies. If you wish to be kept informed 
on how “your” course is being used, we can put you 
in contact with the Language Coordinator in India. 
In actual fact, you are adopting 1,000 students who 
will study 12 lessons that take them to hundreds 
of Bible passages which the Holy Spirit can use to 
transform their lives. Can you imagine a more cost-
effective, spiritually impacting project? 
     Contact us for more information. We will mail 
you an informational DVD that explains in greater 
detail the 12/24 India Project. Pray that God will 
raise up at least 100 Adopters in 2006. Pray for 
India! Pray about getting involved with ECS India!
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Assembly exists yet, 
but before long many 
contacts in the villages 
he visits will have 12 
courses translated and 
ready for printing in 
Mizo. K. K. Oommen 
enthusiastically meets 
the daily challenges of 
religious opposition in 
the state of Punjab up 

near the explosive Kashmir area. He is expanding 
his curriculum from 4 to 8 courses in Punjabi this 
year. T. J. Joseph runs a large children’s school and 
a small Bible School as well as overseeing the Hindi 
Emmaus work. The latter has great potential for 
growth as the government encourages a wider use of 
Hindi. 
     It was a privilege for Sharon and me to meet 
these and 31 other of our Indian 
Emmaus directors at three 
conferences in January.  
Many had to travel 
12–40 hours by train 
to the capital of New 
Delhi up in the north, or 
to Calcutta for those in the 
east, or to Chennai for those 
in the south. Discussions 
included revising courses, 
printing, decentralizing 
distribution, involving 
associate workers, and the many 
challenges they face. A sense of 
unity and vision came out of these meetings as we 
grew to know each other, learned from each other, 
and committed ourselves toward getting “the Word 
to the world” of India. 
     Initially, we will be using the 12/24 India Project 
to accomplish this. Our goal is to get 12 Emmaus 
courses into each of the major 24 languages by the 
end of 2007. We have an average of 6 courses in 

›Victor and Daisy Sundararaj
   All India Emmaus Coordinator

Continued from page 1

›T. J. Joseph
   Rajasthan, India

›The book of Romans
    in Marathi



bringing the
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to
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courses
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Eternal ImpactInd ia Pro je c t

Yes, you can have a direct impact in bringing the Word of God to men, women, and children.
     The Emmaus Correspondence work has been carried out in India faithfully for many years with 
much spiritual benefit. Yet with such an enormous population, there is still a lot to accomplish.
     The 12/24 India Project has as its goal the translation, printing, and distribution of 12 different 
Bible courses into the 24 major Indian languages, a total of 288 courses. That’s an ambitious vision! Yet 
the opportunity of reaching spiritually needy people in their own language should be grasped.
     Perhaps the Lord is leading you to sponsor a course and become a team-member in bringing the 
Word of God to India.
     Your gift of $300 will sponsor the printing of 1,000 courses in one of 24 Indian languages.
     Just imagine! By sponsoring a course, you will have a direct impact in helping Indians on the other 
side of the world read, study, and grow from God’s Word.
     For more details or to request a free informational DVD about the 12/24 India Project, contact 
ECS Ministries.

P. O. BOX 1028    DUBUQUE, IA 52004-1028
1-888-338-7809    www.ecsministries.org

T h e Wo r d  t o  t h e W o r l d

ECS
M I N I S T R I E S



uPDATes
NEW ASSOCIATE INSTruCTOrS IN uSA

n James Pence is a new AI in Campbell, TX.

n Gamiel Prince is serving as a new AI in Haw-
thorn, CA.

n Jim Harper has joined the prison work with 
Randy Gruber servicing inmates in Illinois.

FOrEIGN rEGIONAL DIrECTOrS

n Bruce Adams-Australia.

n Appointed in January, Jonthan Jha in West Ben-
gal is supplying courses in Bengali, Hindi, and 
English and Santhali.

n Peter Ferry for Thailand.

n T.J. Joseph of India was joined by his son, Aby in 
January to work in Mizo and Nepali besides the 
Hindi and English courses in Rajasthan, India.

n Harrison Roat’s son Benjamin joined his father 
in January to work in Chhattisgarh State, India. 

n P.P Philipose Uttar Pradesh working with Hindi 
and English in 14 districts became a director in 
2005. 

In answering this question in previous issues, we have  

mentioned regular prayer for the ministry and the concept 

of  having an ECS contact person in each local church. 

Another way to  be  involved is through financial partnership. 

We sell the correspondence courses to our associates at or 

below print cost. All staff expenses (including salaries and health 

care), administration of the U.S. and worldwide ministry, travel, 

development of new courses, and revision of existing ones are 

covered by gifts from the Lord’s people. Our budget for these 

gifts is $14,500 per month. Gifts received above this amount 

are used to further reduce costs to our associates and to 

expand the ministry. Whether donations are large or 

small, monthly or intermittent, we thank God for 

each giver and for their tangible expression 

of support for ECS Ministries.

WE’RE GLAD
YOU ASKED!
“How Can I Get Involved?”

The Word

 
to the World

ECS MINISTRIES

P.

  
O. Box 1028

Dubuque, IA 52004-1028

We’re on the web:
www.ecsministries.org


