
Mention Central America and the Caribbean and
many people envision aqua waters, sun-

bleached beaches, and exquisite resorts.Yet behind the
tourist hotels are vibrant correspondence school min-
istries that God is using to spread the gospel and
strengthen believers.

In 2004 I visited five of these Central American
countries to motivate those serving with Emmaus
Correspondence School. In October 2005, I returned
to Honduras to meet with Regional Directors from 7
countries.The reports from various countries were
encouraging and an indication that ECS is certainly
on the move! 

In Managua, Nicaragua, believers are reaching
into neighborhoods by
offering free courses such
as El Verbo de Dios (The
Word of God). When stu-
dents hear the broadcast
music, they follow the
sound to a mobile office
on a trailer at the end of
the block! When com-
pleted exam booklets are
returned to the main
office for grading, fol-
low-up is started. In this

way, many are being reached with the salva-
tion message and committing their lives to Christ.As
a result, a new church has been established.This suc-
cessful strategy is being duplicated by Associate work-
ers in other Nicaraguan cities.

David Dominguez in Honduras was appointed
Regional Coordinator over Central America in 2004.
He visited El Salvador and recruited banker Orlando
Mejía. Orlando uses the courses as tools in reaching
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middle class Salvadorans. Now that David has
acquired free transportation from Miami, offices in
Central America are able to stock and distribute
courses at bargain prices. Restarting ECS in
Guatemala is another important project.

In attendance at the Central American conference
was Pati Harris who came from Mexico. She report-
ed that although many Assemblies do not use corre-
spondence courses to their full potential, those who
do use them are being strengthened in their Christian
walk. Esther Frey talked about how the courses are
reaching hundreds of prisoners in Puerto Rico.

In the past, ECS has been successful in the
Dominican Republic, but no longer. Eduardo Car-
bone, Regional Coordinator from South America,
visited there on his way to Honduras, and is now in
the process of reestablishing ECS with a new
Regional Director. Pray that the Lord will raise up
someone to lead the work. Eduardo displayed copies
of the Spanish courses that he is now printing in
Argentina, which reduces costs greatly for that
region of countries.

Philip Nunn came from Colombia and took
ideas and insights back to their local conference in
November. Colombia remains, by far, the most exten-
sive ECS Spanish work.

As you can see, correspondence courses continue
to be an excellent resource.Would you become a
partner and sponsor 1, 5, or 10 students in a particular
country? Write me at bogotafleming@hotmail.com
for details.

—Jim Fleming

Pati Harris, Mexico

Esther Frey, Puerto Rico
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COUNTRIES WERE ENCOURAGING
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A significant step in the worldwide work of ECS
occurred in 1950. It was in the Philippines that

Cyril Brooks taught the first lesson from the course
What the Bible Teaches . . .

via radio.This broad-
cast teaching stimu-
lated many requests
for additional Bible
courses and over 2
million have been
distributed as a
result.

ECS Ministries
is renewing efforts to

use radio as a distribu-
tion tool: this time in
Europe.At the Interna-
tional Conference held
in July 2005, the Inter-
national Directors dis-
cussed promotional
and distribution
strategies to help
European Directors.

One such strategy includes digital radio to broadcast a
program based on an ECS course across Europe in
English.This has the potential of reaching the mil-
lions in Europe who speak both the local language
and English.The broadcast program will provide
Bible teaching based on correspondence courses and
will point listeners to our international website
(www.emmaus.name).There, interested listeners can
complete online courses or request courses in English
or their local language.

On March 1 we will begin broadcasting a 15-
minute program, Monday through Friday, that will
reach nearly every country in Europe.This is a big
undertaking and we ask for your prayers for the 
production of the radio program.Also, please pray
that many people will hear the broadcast and request
courses that will help them to better understand and
study the Bible.

Sincerely,

Rob Tyler, Director

In the last issue we started to answer this question.
We mentioned regular prayer for the ministry, an

ECS contact person in each local church, and finan-
cial support.The ECS contact person is called the
“ECS Connector.” It is surprising that a number of
people in local churches are unaware of our publish-
ing and correspondence ministry! The ECS Connec-
tor is a person who will represent the ministry in

their local church. Responsibilities includes making
existing courses known, introducing new material,
maintaining a book rack if allowed, and distributing
copies of our free Resource Guide. If you are inter-
ested in becoming an ECS Connector and getting
news about the ministry to people in your local
church, contact Rob Tyler at rtyler@emmaus.edu
for more details.

“HOW CAN I GET INVOLVED? ”—continued

We’re Glad You Asked!

FROM THE DIRECTOR’S DESK

The Word to the Radio World 



As a missionary to
Spain for 18 years, I

was first encouraged to
use the Spanish courses
in the prisons by fellow
missionary Bob Sawyer,
who was using them
effectively in Murcia,
Spain. Both Mark Hart-
ley (who later passed the
work on to Serge
Nadeau) and I began

using the courses in two separate prisons. In both
cases the results were very positive with several
inmates completing all the courses, several professing
salvation, and several being baptized.The work blos-
somed as the inmates were daily reading and learning
from the Word of God.

A brother in southern Spain has also caught the
vision, and a dozen inmates in his prison are also
using the courses. Because Spanish prisons are filled
with inmates from many different countries, it is not
only Spanish courses that are being used.We have
access to courses in other languages through the
Emmaus website, www.emmaus.name.

In 1997, Mark Hartley and I accepted the 

responsibility of directing all of the Emmaus Corre-
spondence School work in Spain. In 2000, I contin-
ued on my own.We began by distributing the courses
in sequence with the goal of having students finish all
of the courses.As a result, the completion rate has
climbed. Our goal is to encourage the use of the
courses in other prisons in Spain and in Europe.

We are also actively revising and checking the
courses to make them even better! Fellow missionary
Manuel Alemán, a native Spanish speaker, is helping
to translate additional courses into Spanish.

—Gil Vargas

Gil Vargas

Baptism of Billy

Prison Bible Study

SUCCESSFUL PRISON MINISTRY IN SPAIN



THE FOLLOWING LETTER (edited for space) from a former Georgia inmate is an example of how the Lord is using
correspondence courses in prisons to direct people to the Scriptures.There many people find the Lord Jesus and understand
their need for a Savior.

DEAR FRIENDS at ECS MINISTRIES,

I cannot tell you how many times I have started the course Born to Win.

I would start but then quit and never continue. I’d try to do things on my own, but

eventually fail.

Last June when I was again admitted to Richmond County Detention Center,

I saw God’s faithful servant, Sidney Temple, distributing the correspondence courses.

I decided right then and there that I was not going to enroll again, and I didn’t.

Why waste your time and money, right?

But I had a roommate named Carrie who always asked me to help her with her

lessons. Grudgingly, I agreed, but not without complaint. Finally one day in

September I told Carrie that I might as well enroll since I was doing her lessons

anyway.

As I started completing these lessons, the Holy Spirit came upon me so strongly

that I thought I might be losing my mind . . . which was a good thing because I

needed a new mind and a new heart! That is when I reached out to God with

everything I had left.

Shortly after this, I found out that instead of going back to prison, I had to

spend two more years here at the detention center. It was then that I decided to use

this time wisely and get to know God. I’ve tried drugs, alcohol, and other

addictions, but I could never find purpose or meaning. As much as I wanted to

know God, Satan always won out.

It’s been fifteen months and I’ve finally finished the required number of courses

to earn my 60 unit certificate (with honors). Studying the Bible has opened up my

mind and my heart, and I am now at peace with God.

I didn’t mean to be so long-winded, but if you ever wonder if these courses do

any good in correction centers like this, I am here to tell you that they do. You just

never know when a course might be used to save someone’s life—but God knows

and I am grateful that He picked me to save!

May God bless each and every one of you always! Keep up the good work.

With Love and Tremendous Gratitude,

Cindy S.

Augusta, Georgia

SETTING THE CAPTIVES FREE



ECS MINISTRIES
P.O.Box 1028
Dubuque,Iowa52004-1028

We’re on the web:
www.ecsministries.org

HOT OFF THE PRESS
FAITH ON TRIAL
STUDIES FROM THE LETTER OF JAMES

“FAITH ON TRIAL” IS THE THEME of James’s letter to 1st century
Jewish believers.Within its five short chapters, James puts their faith (and
ours) to the test. He wants to know if our convictions and beliefs are 
genuine or a cheap imitation.The writer’s purpose is not so much to
teach doctrine as to show us how the Word should become real in our
lives and how we should conduct ourselves in an increasingly antagonistic
society.

This group study guide blends extracts from the Emmaus study
course on James with observation, interpretation, and application of the
Bible text. Each chapter concludes with practical questions that will
reveal how we measure up to the standard of genuine faith in Christ.

Price:  $6.95
STUDY GUIDES CAN BE ORDERED AT: 1-888-338-7809 or ecsorders@emmaus.edu
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