
The United States is home to many nationalities.This is
the story of the impact that Emmaus courses has made on
one family.

“Should I choose the Christian God, or the gods
and Buddhas of my people? 

After the birth of my son, I was ill and this ques-
tion was in my mind.When my health improved, I
was still searching but went back to the wrong gods
who could not fill my heart with peace. I was miser-
able.The One True God had knocked at the door of
my heart and I desperately needed somebody to help
me open the door.

“My name is Quin Lin (Shirley), and my home-
town was Guantou, about 25 miles from Fuzhou, the
capital of Fugian Province in Southeast China.We
spoke Mandarin Chinese.

“Several things happened in my childhood which
made an impression on me. One was when my uncle
died of a brain tumor.This made our whole family
sad. My grandmother said that my uncle, who was
young and handsome, was captured by a female ghost
to be her husband when he was walking in the
mountains at night. He was a young intellectual and
was being reformed in the mountainous areas.This was

the first time I had heard of ghosts and that humans
should be afraid of them. I also learned that there
were gods and Buddhas.We prayed for blessings from
them. If we did wrong in the god’s eyes we would
lose favor before them and they would punish us.

“My father was an economy manager for the
government. He was an atheist and only believed in
the leaders of the country and their communistic
ideals. However, behind his back, my mother still
burned incense and prayed to the gods.At 18, I left
home to go to college, and looked forward to a
promising and beautiful future. I forgot about ghosts
and gods temporarily.

“My husband Chuuanjin Wu (Peter) and I met in
college.After our marriage, we both got jobs and
made enough to make ends meet. However, I often
felt insecure and perplexed. Following my mother’s
example, I started to burn incense and pray to the
gods, but this never gave me peace or contentment.”

For more on this story, turn to page 2

OPENING A DOOR IN CHINESE
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A closed doorway in China

Jack, Shirley, and Peter



I first met Qun Lin (Shirley) at the China
One Restaurant shortly after it opened. I left

a few gospel tracts with the staff and Shirley
seemed especially interested. Over the course of

In the last few months, we have seen the first fruits

from our publishing efforts.We have distributed

over 500 copies of our first book, The Seven Last

Things, and over 5,000 copies of our booklet Our

Reason to Be. Later this year, we plan to publish two

group study guides, two courses for Bible Classes, and

additional books.

How does this fit into the mission of ECS Min-

istries? The sub heading under our logo reads The

Word to the World. Our courses already are used by

many in personal and corporate Bible study. Our

intention with the books and group study guides is to

continue to help people better understand the life-

transforming Word of God.

So why are we looking for authors? We see a great

need for new correspondence courses, products that

help explain the Bible, group study guides, and books

and courses for children. If you think you have a suit-

able manuscript, please contact me.

We can discuss how you can be a part of bringing 

The Word to The World.

Sincerely,

Rob Tyler, Director

A LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR

Wanted: Authors 
Rob Tyler

David G. Pollock, Shirley, and Ann Pollock

Chinese Take Out 

a few weeks, I took other items for her to read.
Finally, I gave her the Jesus video in Mandarin
Chinese that she watched.This was instrumental
in her salvation. I obtained some correspondence
courses and a Chinese Bible which she passed on
to other family and friends, including her sister
Bing. Bing has since trusted Christ and is now in
fellowship at Welton Bible Chapel. I then called
Emmaus Correspondence School and obtained
the Emmaus courses on the Gospel of John,
Colossians, and Summary of the Bible in simpli-
fied Chinese. Since this writing, Shirley’s hus-
band Peter has also trusted Christ, and was bap-
tized on Thanksgiving Day.

DAVID POLLOCK

Mullens,West Virginia

For the conclusion of Shirley’s story, turn to page 5



As believers we are exhorted to be “ready to give a defense to every-
one who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you.” ECS Min-

istries’ latest course, “Ready To Give An Answer” provides solid bibli-
cal evidence for the Christian worldview. Here are some of the early
reviews by inmate students in California:

I have just completed the latest course offered by your school, and I must tell you
that out of all the courses I have done over the last five years this has been the
most interesting one so far. I loved this course, it was a true course of ‘education’
and I hope you can send more like it.

(Benny-completed 61.5 credits, GPA 97%)

I have just sent you the test from lessons 1–12 on the wonderful and challenging
book by David R. Reid . . . thank you so-so much.

(Michael-64 credits, GPA 93%)

I really liked this course. It makes you think and its author has an open mind.
(Elden-63 credits, GPA 94%)

Jim Fleming has accepted the challenging role of ECS
International Coordinator.

The International Coordinator serves ECS Ministries
by helping the Regional Directors throughout the world
with their Emmaus Correspondence School ministry.

Being born and raised as a missionary child in
South Africa was the beginning of Jim’s training for this
position.The youngest son of Ken and Helena Fleming,
Jim learned the importance of Christian literature from
his dad’s involvement with various literature ministries
including Emmaus Zulu courses. After Jim finished high
school in South Africa he attended Emmaus Bible
School. He later earned a degree in Biblical Education
from Colorado Christian University, and was married
during the eight years he lived in the USA. Jim and his
wife, Sharon, were commended to the Lord’s work in
Lima, Peru in 1984.There they served in a variety of
capacities, including literature work, until the Lord
moved them to Bogotá, Colombia in 1992.

Jim started an Emmaus Bible School in Bogotá in
1993 which has an average of 100-120 students per
semester in the evening school.The assembly work has
grown in their 11 years there from 8 to a present 20. Jim
and Sharon have been directly involved in the leadership
of two of those church plants. Now he will be joining the
staff of ECS Ministries and will work out of Bogotá for
the next few years. Lord willing, Jim will eventually return

to the USA to be based fulltime in the Dubuque office.
Jim’s qualifications for this important position are

many.They include a multicultural background (having
lived on three continents) along with being bilingual and
understanding missions and missionaries. He also has gifts
in administration and teaching and a passion for spreading
the Word of God and Christian literature as widely as
possible.

Jim Fleming, New ECS Ministries 
International Coordinator

New Course Gets Rave Reviews from
Inmates

Jim and Sharon Fleming and Family



Christian Evidences
The following is excerpted from the introduction of the new Emmaus Study Course, 
Ready to Give an Answer, written by David R. Reid.

WHAT DOES “CHRISTIAN EVIDENCES” MEAN?

What is evidence? We usually think of evidence as things (fingerprints, weapons, stolen articles) or the testimo-
ny of people (eyewitnesses) that attorneys present in a court of law in order to convince a judge or jury that their
case is true and believable. Christian evidence is just like that, it’s evidence which Christians can present in order to
convince others that God, the Bible and Christianity are true, and that our faith is reasonable, logical and credible.

When all is said and done, you cannot prove Christianity to the point where no faith is needed (see Hebrews
11:6). Becoming a Christian requires faith, no matter how much you know about the evidence for Christianity. But
the Christian faith is not a “blind” faith. It’s not a “leap out into the dark.” It’s a logical and reasonable step of faith—
a step of faith based on evidence that is solid and credible.

WHY STUDY THE EVIDENCE FOR CHRISTIANITY?

To show that Christianity is reasonable, logical and credible.

Christianity is based on historical fact. Historical events are central to Christianity. Some religions or faiths are based
entirely on the teachings of their founders (such as Mohammed and Islam, or Joseph Smith and Mormonism). In
Christianity, however, both the teachings of Jesus Christ and the historical events of His life are essential. In fact,
Christianity stands or falls based on the truth of the historical events that are recorded in the Bible, such as the life,
miracles, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

To learn how to defend Christianity.

God expects all Christians to be able to defend and confirm the message of the Bible. In fact, He commands us
to be ready and able to give answers! “Always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the
hope that is in you” (1 Peter 3:15), and “redeeming the time [make the most of every opportunity] . . . know how
you ought to answer each one” (Colossians 4:5-6).We should study evidences of our Christian faith so that we can
give answers.

To follow the example of the Apostles.

The Apostles are tremendous examples of how to live and grow in faith, and of how to evangelize and teach
others about Christianity.As they used evidences in their teaching and evangelism, so we should be able to use evi-
dences as well.

The apostle Paul stated that creation gives evidence of God’s “invisible attributes . . . eternal power and God-
head [divine nature].”

In his sermon on the Day of Pentecost, Peter spoke of “Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested by God to you by mir-
acles, wonders, and signs . . . as you yourselves also know” (Acts 2:22). Many of the people to whom he was speak-
ing had personally seen Jesus perform miracles, and at that very moment they were witnessing the amazing signs of
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the disciples! Peter used the power of these signs and miracles as evidence for
the validity of Jesus as the Christ, and 3,000 people believed!

WHAT WILL YOU LEARN IN THIS COURSE?

This brief course will present basic, logical, objective evidences for the existence of God, the deity of Jesus Christ
and the reliability of the Bible. It also covers evidence for miracles, Creation, and the world-wide Flood. In addi-
tion, many of the objections which are raised by critics are stated and shown to be incorrect or erroneous.A “Rec-
ommended Reading” list is given if you wish to study the subject of evidences in greater depth.

As you study this course, your personal faith will be strengthened, and you will learn to be “ready always to give
an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you” (1 Peter 3:15, KJV).



“After our son Bingjie Wu (Jack) was
born I developed severe insomnia due

to a loss of blood. I was unable to fall asleep
for an entire week and I felt as if I was losing
my mind. During this time however, I had one
clear thought in my mind.‘I need to choose
the right belief. But what should I believe?
Should I choose the Christian God, or other
gods and Buddhas?’After I recovered I was still
searching, but went back to gods, who could
not fill my heart with peace.

“In 1996 my husband came to America on
business and decided to stay. In 1999 my son
and I joined him.We lived first in Ohio and
then in Indiana and had contact with a few
Christians. In Indiana, a pastor presented the
gospel to me. I still remember how determined
his wife was for me to read the Chinese Bible
but I did not take it seriously. I did not think at
that time that I would become a believer.

“Three months after I arrived in America,
my younger brother took me to West Virginia.

There we opened a
Chinese restaurant.
In beautiful West
Virginia, there are a
lot of Christians,
especially in the
area around Beck-
ley. Not long after
we opened, several
Christian ministers
visited our restau-
rant and shared the
gospel with us.
One of the first to
visit was David
Pollock from Wel-
ton Chapel near
Mullens. David

brought me literature in English and Chinese.
I read them, but was suspicious about the
gospel message. He also gave me the “Jesus”
video that helped me to begin to understand
God’s love and what Jesus did on the cross for
me.Another pastor, Mr. England, helped me
receive Christ.The Holy Spirit came into my
heart and I know now that I am saved.Two
weeks later, on November 5, 2000 I was bap-
tized.

“Mr. Pollock continued to bring me
Christian literature including Emmaus Bible
courses in simplified Chinese. I have passed
these on to other Chinese people and sent the
material to my parents in Fugian Province. I
try to witness for Jesus whenever I can.

“I finally have permanent peace in my
heart. Praise the Lord, He is with me every
moment and I can experience His help at all
times. I feel deeply that I am enjoying the
endless happiness in our Lord and Savior.”

POSTSCRIPT: Since Shirley’s conversion,
her son Jack, her sister, Bing and her
husband, Peter have all trusted Christ.
Bing and her husband, Steve are in 
fellowship at Welton Chapel.

Shirley, Steve, and BingEmmaus course in simplified Chinese

Shirley’s Story Continues



Is Jesus Christ Lord?
This booklet is a 
chapter from our latest
course Ready to Give an
Answer. It will help you as
you challenge people to
personally accept the Lord-
ship of Christ.

El Verbo De Dios
The Spanish 
language edition of
the Word of God is
now available with 
a new cover.

ECS MINISTRIES
P.O.Box 1028
Dubuque,Iowa 52004-1028

We’re on the web:
www.ecsministries.org

HOT OFF THE PRESS

This Spanish version
of the letters of John

has been updated,
newly typeset, and

issued with a 
new cover.

Over 60 Years on the
Emmaus Road to Bible

Knowledge
This pamphlet 

provides a concise
overview of the Corre-

spondence Ministry from
it’s start in 1942 to the

present.

Over 60 Years
on the

Emmaus Road
to Bible Knowledge

A Historical Overview of
Emmaus correspondence School

On the Emmaus Road

And beginning at Moses and all the
Prophets, He expounded to them in all

the Scriptures the things
concerning Himself.

(Luke 24:27)

All of these items are available from ECS Ministries. Please contact us for information on ordering.

NEW SPANISH COURSES


