
Many are familiar with the ECS Prison Ministry,
which has been used of God to bring

thousands of inmates in North America to
Christ.The international outreach, where
courses are available in over 120 languages, is
also well known. However, not many people
know how valuable the courses have been
in ministries right here in Dubuque (popula-
tion 60,000) where ECS Ministries has its
headquarters.

The courses are being used in ladies’ Bible
studies, a nursing home, and in personal discipleship.
Using the facilities in a local church, one group
(between 20 and 30 in number) meets together
weekly during the school year.They enjoy visiting
over coffee and then they share prayer requests, after

which they separate
into three smaller
groups to pray and
to conduct the Bible
study, using the
group study ques-
tions as their guide.

Ann Riley, who
coordinates this
community study,
says,“We have a
cross section of
women in age and
Bible knowledge.
Last year we stud-
ied the Gospel of
John using the
Emmaus course.

We enjoyed the Bible background and history it gave
us.The way it helped us stay on track with a verse by

verse study made it easy to focus on what the Bible
teaches rather than on our opinions.”

A lady who attends the study commented,“The
study on John was in-depth, but very understand-
able.”Another said,“It was a wealth of information.”

Ann said,“This year we are using an Emmaus
course again,The Epistles of Peter and Jude.”
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Jan And Ann discuss Peter and Jude



ECS MINISTRIES IS
DELIGHTED to welcome
Mark Wainwright as the
newest team member.

With a Master’s degree
in English and writing,
Mark has incorporated his
knowledge into a broad
range of editorial positions
including textbook editor,

writing tutor, and technology web writer. More
recently, he spent 27 months in Papua New Guinea
managing the publications department at Christian
Books Melanesia, Inc.

Mark brings with him an assortment of editorial

skills and publishing experiences. Having traveled to
over 20 countries, he recognizes the needs and chal-
lenges of solid Christian literature across the world.
This is one reason why he is particularly enthusiastic
about contributing to the visionary goals and objec-
tives of ECS Ministries.

“ECS’s commitment to bring ‘the Word to the
world’ through correspondence courses, group study
guides, and Christian growth resources is also my
ambition,” says Mark.

As Publications Coordinator, Mark’s responsibili-
ties will include the management of publishing plans,
the editorial oversight of manuscripts / reprints, and
the continued partnership with authors, designers,
and print vendors.

New Publications Coordinator Joins Dubuque Staff

If we were playing a word association game, chances
are that if I said “ECS Ministries,” your automatic

response would be “correspondence courses,” or
something related to the Correspondence School. For
over 60 years, people world-wide have gained a better
understanding of the Word of God with the help of
our course material by means of correspondence.This
approach works well for many, but others—particu-
larly here in the West—prefer to study the Bible in a
group setting. By getting together with others to
share what they have learned in personal study, they
help one another and enjoy mutual fellowship in
spiritual things.

Not many folk know that ECS Ministries pro-
duces group study guides.These guides are linked to
both the Bible text and the course material and pro-
vide systematic questions that probe the meaning of
the text or topic.The correspondence course material
serves as a text book, giving supplementary teaching
on the portion under study.

These study guides are now being reformatted
and will be published by one of the other members
of the ECS Ministries family: ECS Press. In addi-

tion, ECS Press is publishing other types of study
guides: elsewhere in this issue you will read about
two that have been specifically written for ladies’
groups: Lessons in Trust and Goodness, for God’s
Sake.The small group study guide The Seven Last
Things (which can be used independently of the
book of the same name) is an enlightening study on
the return of Christ and the end of the age.

Plans for the future include group study guides
on 1 Corinthians, Biblical Servanthood, and Hebrews
11, to name just three.Also in the works are Leaders
Guides for our courses Ready to Give an Answer and
Basic Bible Doctrines that will enable them to be
used in a class setting.

Group Study Guides: just one more way that ECS
Ministries is bringing “The Word to the World.”

Sincerely,

Rob Tyler, Director

FROM THE DIRECTOR’S DESK

Let’s Get Together! 



“At Home” with Small Group Bible Study

“BEFORE MOVING TO DUBUQUE, my
only experience in leading a Bible study had been
as a discussion leader for Bible Study Fellowship,
which is very structured.When the opportunity
came to lead a study of my own [at the retirement
home where my mother lives], I was at a loss as to
what to use.The class was going to consist of eld-
erly folks 75-90 years old, so I knew that their
preparation would be limited. Using the ECS
course What the Bible Teaches, I wrote my own
questions for discussion.As well as teaching oth-
ers, I have found the courses to be invaluable to
me in my own spiritual growth. I am currently
teaching the Gospel of John.”

—Nancy Lange

Learning New Ways to Teach Old Folk

Nancy with retirees

FOR 15 YEARS MARY ANN
HARPER has led a small group of
women (usually between 4 and 6) in
Bible study.They enjoy the relaxed
atmosphere of a home for their study.
Mary Ann says,“Our group consists of
new believers and non-believers.We
have completed several courses through

the years.
Our first
course was
What the
Bible Teach-
es. It was
great for its
simplicity, and yet profound in content. One of the other courses we
have studied is Old Testament Law and History. Even though it took
us awhile to get through it, it was worth it.The ladies had never stud-
ied anything like this before and for the first time they saw how [the
Bible] all fits together.”

“We have just begun the Gospel of John. From our experience,
we believe these Emmaus courses can work for any study group.
We highly recommend them.”

Mary Ann and home study group



45 years and Counting
DARLENE FIZER,WHO WORKS IN THE

ECS MINISTRIES home
office, says “I cannot tell you
what a blessing the courses
have been to me personally
over the years. Shortly after I
trusted Christ in 1957 I com-
pleted Lessons for Christian 
Living with the young people
of my chapel.This was just
what I needed to begin my
walk with the Lord.

“Before attending
Emmaus Bible School three years later I had studied
five more courses.While serving the Lord overseas in
Japan and Korea my husband and I used the courses
in outreach and discipling.We also found the chil-
dren’ studies invaluable in teaching our own two
daughters and as study material in Sunday School.

“In 1990 the Lord led in the beginning of an
evening ladies’ study here in Dubuque. Using the
Emmaus course on the Gospel of John, I wrote study
questions to go with the course. Over the years we

have used 19 courses in this
way, doing several of them
more than once.”The study
now attracts about 25 ladies
each week.

Two of the women,
Carol and Michelle, are new
believers.They have both
completed Matthew and 
2 Corinthians with the
evening Study.

Dianne, Ruth and Roseanne studying Tuesday night

FROM OUR TABLE 
TO YOURS 

Christine Schneider, author of Kitchen Table Studies,
knows from experience that one of the factors that

drives women to study the Bible together is their desire
and need to build relationships with one another as well
as with their God. Her comfortable writing style, down-
home illustrations of biblical principles, and real-life
applications serve that purpose. Lessons in Trust is a top-
ical study drawn from the lives of Eve, Sarah, and Mary,
the mother of Jesus. Goodness, for God’s Sake is a
verse-by-verse study of Titus that incorporates a
detailed examination of Proverbs 31, making it a
unique study of the epistle.

Each study is available for $7.95 plus Shipping & Handling.
($6.00 each for orders of 10 or more).



IN ADDITION TO PARTICIPATING IN 
THE GROUP, Carol and Michelle have studied
several courses with Darlene in a one-on-one 
situation.

MICHELLE SAYS: “As a new Christian, my Bible study

began with ECS courses. Since beginning three years ago,

I’ve learned a

tremendous amount

from the Emmaus

materials. I find the

information to be

clear and complete.

The courses have

been invaluable to

me in my walk

thus far. Ones that

include a guide are

my favorites. I

highly recommend

I’ll Take the

High Road with

the accompanying 

guide.”

CAROL SAYS:

“When I was first

saved, I was blessed

and nurtured by the

study of the Gospel

of Matthew; I

learned how to

pray, that I am not

supposed to worry,

and most of all

that I do not have

to perform any-

thing to step over

the threshold of

salvation.

“What the Bible Teaches offered me a 

foundation in my new-found faith. It taught me what it

meant to be born again.

“Now that

I’ve completed

Ready to Give

an Answer, I am

better prepared to

defend my faith. I

have learned sci-

entific data that

supports the Bible

as an authentic

source of truth. It

provides me with

good arguments to

spread the Good

News.These Bible

studies and Dar-

lene’s excellent

guidance and teaching skills came at a perfect time in my

new life.”

Michelle, Darlene and Carol

Discipling One-on-One with
Emmaus Materials



The Seven Last
Things—

This study guide
is a companion to
The Seven Last
Things by David
MacLeod, which
is an exposition
of Revelation
chapters 18-21.

Each study chapter presents a series
of challenging questions that will help the student to
delve more deeply into the biblical text.  This Bible
study guide can be used by individuals or by groups to
understand the meanings and practical applications of
The Seven Last Things.

Available now, price $6.95 each, $5.50 for quantities
of 10 or more (plus S&H).

Available from ECS Ministries, contact us at 
1-888-338-7809 or ecsorders@emmaus.edu.

ECS MINISTRIES
P.O.Box 1028
Dubuque,Iowa 52004-1028

We’re on the web:
www.ecsministries.org

U P D A T E S HOT OFF THE PRESS

Available
Now!

• DEBORAH SPENCER of
Connecticut started her studies in
1993.
She says, “They have helped me to
have a deeper understanding of
the Lord. I have spent many nights

and weekends alone over the years studying your
courses.”

• INMATE FROM FLORIDA: DANIEL SANTIAGO, a
prison inmate in Florida, has been awarded the 72
unit certificate with an average grade of 97%.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

• NEW STAFF: LOIS MANNING
will help in Student Services on a
part time basis. Lois was involved,
along with her husband Art, with
the ECS Prison Ministry in

Minnesota before moving to Dubuque a few years
ago. We welcome Lois to the staff. 

• NEW REGIONAL DIRECTOR:  XAVIEW
MATHAEW is the Director for Manipur in
Northeast India. He will be working in a number 
of languages, including English and Manipuri.

• MAREK NALEWAJKA will be replacing Czeslaw
Bassara as the Director for Poland. Marek will be
looking to expand the work, especially in the
prisons.

TWO STUDENTS ARE AWARDED 72 UNIT CERTIFICATES:


