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CAST OF CHARACTERS (in order of appearance) 

 

HERCULES the star   WILLIAM 

ZEUS god of the sky   ZAVIER 

HELIOS god of the sun  ROWAN 

POSEIDON god of the sea  ESTELLE 

HADES god of the underworld LUCAS 

DEMETER god of the harvest SHREYA 

APHRODITE god of love  ARYA 

ATHENA god of wisdom  KATHERINE 

CUPID god of cuteness  ROSIE 

ARES god of war   OSCAR 

NIKE god of victory   VINCENT 

NARCISSUS god of selfies  LINCOLN 

 

 

GOD TEAMS 

Sometimes, a God Team has a group speaking line (mainly to react to what is happening on 

stage!). The God Teams should be positioned in the same area of the stage to help each other 

remember group lines. Please remember to highlight your group lines. The God Teams will also 

work together to develop a short play based on a story from Greek mythology e.g. Hercules & 

the Twelve Labours, Medusa, etc. to be included in the final performance on 11th September.  

 

COOL GODS 

ARES god of war   OSCAR 

NIKE god of victory   VINCENT 

NARCISSUS god of selfies  LINCOLN 

HELIOS god of the sun  ROWAN 

 

SWEET GODS 

DEMETER god of the harvest SHREYA 

APHRODITE god of love  ARYA 

ATHENA god of wisdom  KATHERINE 

CUPID god of cuteness  ROSIE 

 

STAR GODS 

HERCULES the star   WILLIAM 

ZEUS god of the sky   ZAVIER   

POSEIDON god of the sea  ESTELLE 

HADES god of the underworld LUCAS 
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PART 1: MEET HERCULES & THE GREEK GODS 
 

 

ALL PERFORMERS stand in stunning formation facing the audience - strong, proud, powerful. 

They are wearing togas and frozen in various godly positions across different levels; some sit, 

some kneel, some stand. Narcissus holds up his phone to take a selfie. Zeus heroically poses 

with his thunderbolt. Poseidon holds his trident. HERCULES enters the spotlight. 

 

 

HERCULES  Welcome! I’m Hercules. You’re here to see a play about me and the  

Greek gods, but I’m not sure you can handle it. I don’t know if you’ve read 

your history books, but this is not like the Disney movie. So turn off your 

mobile phones, because I’m more interesting than your Facebook feed. 

You can take photos if you want; (proudly) I’m very photogenic. 

(thoughtfully) I suppose you can take photos of your own children too.  

 

ZEUS   (lowering thunderbolt wearily, as if tired of putting up with HERCULES)  

Thank you, Hercules. (HERCULES keeps standing, smiling) That will do.  

 

HERCULES  But I’m the star of the show! 

 

ZEUS   I’m Zeus, King of the Gods, Ruler of Mount of Olympus and the  

whole universe so… 

 

HERCULES  Urgh, fine Dad. Whatever…(goes and sits sulkily in the background) 

 

ZEUS   (shaking head) Teenagers. (coughs) Ahem. (puts on a grandiose voice,  

and delivers the following in a slow, laboured way) WELCOME 

MORTALS to Hercules & The Greek Gods! 

 

Today, you are going to see an EPIC BATTLE on this stage. That’s right, 

the Gods are going to compete in three teams. The Star Gods: 

 

STAR GODS  (unfreeze & wave or gesture) Wooo! (perfectly freeze again) 

 

ZEUS   The Sweet Gods! 

 

SWEET GODS (unfreeze, smile and wave) Heyyyy! (perfectly freeze in silence again) 

 

ZEUS   And the Cool Gods! 

 

COOL GODS  (unfreeze and cheer) Yeah! We’re the Cool Gods! (freeze again) 

 

ZEUS   Each team has developed an amazing short play based on Greek  
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mythology that they will tell through the art of theatre. Theatre began in 

ancient Greece where it was performed in an amphitheatre at a festival 

honouring Dionysus. There were many famous playwrights of Ancient 

Greece, including Sophocles, Aristophanes, Euripedes… 

 

NARCISSUS  (turns) Boringgggg! (freezes) 

 

ZEUS   Who said that? 

 

POSEIDON  (unfreezing, losing temper) I agree! Come on, Zeus! Get on with it! I’ve  

been holding this trident for ten minutes while the audience came in! 

 

ZEUS   (in a loud angry whisper to POSEIDON) Poseidon! Shhh! 

 

NARCISSUS  (unfreezing too) Yeah, I’m not gunna lie: this phone is getting heavy. 

 

POSEIDON  (exasperated) Really Narcissus? 

 

NARCISSUS  I have surprisingly weak arms. 

 

POSEIDON  Maybe we should just introduce ourselves? It might be quicker. 

 

NARCISSUS  I’d support that. 

 

HADES  (unfreezes) Me too. (looks at watch) I’ve got a date with Persephone at  

six. 

 

POSEIDON  (as if no one would ever date him) As if. 

 

ATHENA  (unfreezes) Poseidon is right. It will save time if we all introduce  

ourselves. 

 

ZEUS   No one asked you, Athena. This is not a democracy! 

 

ATHENA  Actually, the Greeks kind of invented democracy. All in favour of  

introducing ourselves, say “aye”. 

 

ALL GODS  (unfreezing, raising hands) Aye! (return to frozen state) 

 

ATHENA  The “ayes” have it. 

 

ZEUS   (exasperated) Fine! All come forward and introduce yourselves.  

 

ATHENA  (steps forward) I’ll go first. Hello everyone, I’m Athena, Goddess of  
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Wisdom. That means I’m like, super wise. Wiser than any of the gods on 

this stage, actually. Definitely wiser than Narcissus. 

  

NARCISSUS  (still taking selfies) Hey! I heard that! 

 

ATHENA  I’m also the favourite child of my Dad, Zeus. 

 

HERCULES  You’re the favourite? Ha. That’s cute.  

 

ATHENA  Who would like to go next? 

 

HADES  I will. 

 

ATHENA  No. Anyone else? 

 

NARCISSUS  (is the only one with his hand up) I’m right here! Hello! I have my hand up! 

 

ATHENA  (pretending not to see Narcissus) Poseidon! Your turn.  

 

POSEIDON  Thank you, Athena. (fist bumps Athena) Hello. My name’s Poseidon. 

 

ALL GODS  (in annoying unison, turning heads) Hi Poseidon. 

 

POSEIDON  So, I’m God of the Sea and I can do all kinds of cool stuff  

like make waves and sink ships and eat seaweed. 

 

NARCISSUS  Eat seaweed? Gross. 

 

POSEIDON  (matter-of-factly) It’s very good for you, actually. Lots of vitamins. 

 

NARCISSUS  Does it make you look younger? More attractive? Where do I find this  

‘Seaweed’? I need it. Give it to me. 

 

POSEIDON  Narcissus! It’s my turn! Stop making this about you! 

 

NARCISSUS  But everything’s about me! 

 

ALL GODS  Narcissus! (variously groaning) Come on… 

 

NARCISSUS  Fine, fine, I’ll just use a filter. (starts browsing filters). 

 

POSEIDON  As I was saying, I’m God of the Sea and I have seaweed  

in my hair. It smells like… seaweed. The other gods think being God of 

the Sea must be cool but, actually, it stinks. Literally, I smell like fish. And 
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you won’t believe what I have to put up with: cheeky dolphins always 

making jokes at my expense; jellyfish stinging my butt; noisy boats 

waking me up, and the mermaids keeping picking on me! It’s all getting 

too much… (breaking down) 

 

ATHENA  (pats Poseidon on the back) There, there. 

 

ZEUS   Poseidon, you didn’t even explain the backstory. You haven’t even  

explained how you BECAME God of the Sea. 

 

ATHENA  (raising hand, jumping up and down) Oh! Oh! I know the answer! There  

was this HUGE fight with the Titans… 

 

HADES  No, I’LL tell the story! (takes centre stage) I’m Hades, God of the  

Underworld. I was the eldest son of the gods Cronus and Rhea.  

They were the Titans! Then Dad tried to eat us which was awkward---And 

LONG STORY SHORT, me and my brothers Zeus and Poseidon 

defeated our parents and took over the world! Then we had to decide who 

would rule over the sea, who would rule over the sky and who would rule 

over the Underworld… (quiet for a moment, haunted by the memory) I’ll 

never regret anything more than that game of “rock, paper, scissors”. So, 

Poseidon won the sea, Zeus won the sky, and I got stuck with an 

underground cave full of dead people.  

 

HERCULES  That’s depressing. Who’s next? Demeter? 

 

DEMETER  Hello, ladies and gentleman. I’m Demeter, Goddess of the Harvest and  

Seasons. I make the fields grow and provide food for all in ancient 

Greece! I am also Mother to the beautiful Persephone. 

 

HADES  Persephone? That’s my girlfriend! 

 

DEMETER  (dangerously) Excuse me? 

 

COOL GODS  Uh oh! / Busted! / You’re in trouble now! / Ooooo. 

 

DEMETER  I’ve told you a thousand times, Hades, you’re not allowed to date my  

daughter!  

 

HADES  But it’s not fair! 

 

DEMETER  Yes, well life isn’t fair! Do you remember what happened last time you  

took my daughter on a date? 
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HADES  My memory is hazy… I think we were a bit late home? 

 

DEMETER  I said you had to bring her home by 9 O’clock, 

 

HADES  And we were five minutes late? 

 

DEMETER  You were THREE MONTHS LATE! 

 

NARCISSUS  And that’s why we have winter for three months every year! Because you  

annoyed Persephone’s mother. Well done, Hades.  

 

HADES  Be quiet, Narcissus! You’re just jealous that Persephone went out with 

me  

and not you! 

 

ALL GODS  OOoooooooooo!!! 

 

NARCISSUS  (Laughs arrogantly… the laughter turns into misery and tears, then  

he recovers) I’m fine. 

 

APHRODITE  (in a whiny voice) Is it my turn yet? I’ve been waiting ages and I have  

soooo many things to say about myself. 

 

ZEUS   Go on then. 

 

APHRODITE  (in a cutesy, excitable way) Hi! I’m Aphrodite, Goddess of Love.  

 

SWEET GODS Awwwww. 

 

In the background, the COOL GODS - still frozen - groan. 

 

COOL GODS  Oh no. / Here we go. / I’m bored already. 

 

APHRODITE  So I’m actually a really important goddess, probably more important than  

any of you, actually (ZEUS, HADES, POSEIDON and DEMETER fold 

their arms) cause I’m the Goddess of Love! In fact, it was ME who found 

Zeus his wife, Hera! Actually, between us, things haven’t been going well 

with them lately. They’re seeing the God of Marriage Counselling. 

Something about Zeus having a secret love child called Hercules. 

Awkward. Oh! While I’m here, I’d like to introduce my cute colleague, 

Cupid! 

 

CUPID flutters over. 
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CUPID   Hi! I’m Cupid, and my job is to make people fall in love!  

 

APHRODITE  (awkwardly) Well, actually that’s my job. 

 

CUPID   Be quiet, please. It’s my turn now. 

 

APHRODITE  Sorry, Cupid. 

 

CUPID   This is how it works: I shoot you with my bow and arrow! It doesn’t hurt  

when it hits you, but it feels like your heart is beating really fast. It feels 

like you see everything you ever wanted in front of you. It feels like you 

have a chance to live your dream life, with someone who will give you lots 

of cuddles and make you tea when you’re sad. It feels like you can never 

let them go. So, if you ever feel this way, you’ll know you just got shot by 

a cute kid with wings! 

 

SWEET GODS Awwwwwww. 

 

NARCISSUS  Awwwwww. (slow clap) You think that’s cute? Look at me. Seriously.  

Look at this face. Hi, I’m Narcissus. you may have heard the story of how 

I fell in love with my reflection. Well, technology has improved since then! 

I’ve been taking this selfie for over two thousand years, trying to get it just 

right. The right lighting, the right look, the right hashtags. But now I’ve 

been staring at myself so long that no filter can make me look young 

again. (looks sadly into the phone) Oh, wait, false alarm! This one can. 

Baby filter, everyone. That’s where it’s at. 

 

ZEUS   (shakes head) Okay, who hasn’t introduced themselves yet? 

 

The remaining COOL GODS - ARES, HELIOS & NIKE - look away, avoiding eye contact. Ares 

covers his face. Helios looks at the ceiling. Nike looks at the floor. They are too cool for this. 

 

ZEUS   Ares! (Ares turns) Helios! (Helios looks)! Nike (Nike looks up) Come on! 

 

POSEIDON  They think they’re too cool to be here. 

 

ARES, HELIOS & NIKE We are too cool to be here! 

 

Ares, Helios & Nike stand together centre stage - super cool - and wave. 

 

ARES   Hi. I’m Ares. God of War! 

 

HELIOS  I’m Helios, God of the Sun! 
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NIKE   I’m Nike. Just do it! 

 

ARES    (to Nike) What was that? 

 

NIKE   It’s my catchphrase. Nike! Just do it! But seriously, I’m Nike. God of  

Victory. Famous sports brand. That’s it really. You all let me know if you 

need a discount on trainers. I’ve got connections. 

 

NARCISSUS  (raises hand in background) I’d like some? 

 

NIKE   Not for you. 

 

ARES   What about me? 

 

NIKE   You got money? 

 

ARES   Yes. 

 

NIKE   Meet me after the show. 

 

POSEIDON  Excuse me! Stop selling trainers! This show is supposed to be  

educational! Helios, tell us about your role as God of the Sun. 

 

HELIOS  Well, it’s just a day job! 

 

ALL GODS  (Groan at the lame joke) 

 

NARCISSUS  (cracking up in the background) That’s a good one. 

 

HELIOS  But seriously, in Greek religion, I’m the sun god. Every day, I drive a  

chariot across the sky from East to West!  

 

ARES   But I thought Apollo was God of the Sun? 

 

ALL GODS  Yeahh / Isn’t he? / I’m confused. 

 

HELIOS  OK, Greek mythology is complicated, people! I’m one of the Titans which  

means I’m old school. Apollo is one of the Olympian gods, he’s the son of 

Zeus. 

 

HERCULES  Seriously, Dad? How many kids did you have?! 

 

ZEUS   A lot. 
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HELIOS  Apollo was the god of light but he was also god of Poetry, Medicine,  

Music, Art, Archery, and the Plague. Don’t ask me why he was god of  

medicine and the plague… It seems counterintuitive. Anyway, I was the 

only God of the Sun who rode a chariot in the sky. Your turn, Ares. 

 

ARES   I’m Ares, God of War. My key skills are creating wars, invading countries,  

ummm, inspiring soldiers and inspiring generals. Oh, and my Dad is  

Zeus. 

 

HERCULES  Oh, come on! 

 

ARES   Hey guess what, Hercules? You’re not the favourite child. I am! 

 

HERCULES  You take that back! 

 

ARES   Make me! 

 

Hercules & Ares fold arms / flex muscles. TWO TEAMS start chanting HERCULES! or ARES! 

 

ATHENA  STOP! Everyone stop! Can’t you see what he’s doing! It’s Ares! God of  

War! He’s starting a war between the gods! 

 

ALL GODS  Ohhh / Heyyy! / Ares! / That’s so wrong, dude! 

 

ARES   I can’t help it! Wars are just SO FUN! 

 

ZEUS   Enough! Ares, stop starting fights or you won’t get any pocket money. 

 

ARES   (Folds arms) It’s not fair! 

 

HERCULES  Ha ha! 

 

ZEUS   I’m talking to you too, Hercules! (Hercules folds arms as Ares pokes out  

his tongue) OK. We’ve all introduced ourselves now, right Star Gods? 

 

STAR GODS  Yes! 

 

ZEUS   Sweet Gods? 

 

SWEET GODS Yes! 

 

ZEUS   Cool Gods? 

 

COOL GODS  Yes! 
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ZEUS   Then it’s time for the main event! These three teams will now each  

perform a short play they’ve developed together this semester, based on 

their favourite stories from Ancient Greek mythology!  

 

 

 

 

 

PART 2: STUDENT-CENTRED PLAY DEVELOPMENT 

 

 

DEVELOP A SHORT PLAY IN YOUR TEAM 
 

● Research a story from Ancient Greek mythology. 

● Use teamwork to brainstorm and discuss ideas. 

● Use teamwork to select a story to turn into a play. 

● Use teamwork and cooperation to select roles. 

● Improvise and develop the play in class with tutor guidance. 

● You do not have to play the same God character (though you may if you wish) - you 

can play another character e.g. in your group’s short play, you might play Medusa and 

tell the story of how Medusa turned people to stone! 

● Greek mythology stories you might like to research in your group include: Theseus and 

the Minotaur; Hercules & the Nemean Lion; Medusa & Perseus; Jason & The 

Argonauts; Achilles; Helen of Troy; Pegasus; or any story involving the Greek Gods! 

E.g. you might like to tell a story mentioned in Part 1 in more detail. 

● Sources you might like to visit: 

● https://www.storynory.com/category/myths/greek-myths/  

● https://familyexperiencesblog.com/stories-from-greek-mythology-for-kids/  

● https://www.natgeokids.com/au/discover/history/greece/greek-myths/  

 

 

 

The conclusion to the whole production will be developed as a class. 

https://www.storynory.com/category/myths/greek-myths/
https://familyexperiencesblog.com/stories-from-greek-mythology-for-kids/
https://www.natgeokids.com/au/discover/history/greece/greek-myths/

