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Instructions 

 

Please choose a minimum of one and a maximum of two parts to learn off by heart (to be 

workshopped with feedback in Lesson 2, and performed in Lesson 3).  

 

Note: your audition choice does not determine which role you may be assigned. For example, you 

may audition for Becky and be assigned the role of Miss Amelia. There are also a few roles that 

are not featured in this booklet but are included in the full play. 

 

All performers will be encouraged to read in other parts, giving the tutors an opportunity to see 

everyone try a range of roles.  

 

This is an ensemble production and all roles are important to the story. 

 

Try your best, have fun and remember to encourage and support your peers. 

 

 

 

Option 1 (Scene) 

 

Choose ONE character to play in the following scene (other students will read the other parts). 

 

 

SARA (NARRATOR) During my short life, only one thing had troubled me, and that thing was– 

SARA   The place… 

SARA (NARRATOR)  “The place" I was to be taken to some day.  

SARA   Are we going to the place, Papa? 

CAPTAIN CREWE Yes, Sara. 

SARA   But why must I go? 

CAPTAIN CREWE Because you must go to school! You know all the British children in  

India go to school in England. 

SARA   Couldn't you go to school, too? I would help you with your lessons. 

CAPTAIN CREWE Dear Sara! You will not have to stay for a very long time. You will go to  

a nice house where there will be lots of little girls, and you will play 

together, and I will send you plenty of books. 

SARA   I do not care very much for other little girls, but if I have plenty of books, 

then at least I can console myself. 

CAPTAIN CREWE (laughs) Here. You see the sign outside? Can you read it? 

SARA   Yes. (reads) MISS MINCHIN’s Select Seminary for Young Ladies. Is this  

the place?  

CAPTAIN CREWE Yes, Sara, this is the place.. We have reached it at last.  
SARA (NARRATOR) And though I was only a child, I knew that he felt sad when he said it. 
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Option 2 (Scene) 

 

Choose ONE character to play in the following scene (other students will read the other parts). 

 

 

SARA (NARRATOR) Miss Amelia stood very much in awe of her sister, Miss Minchin. She was  

really the better-natured person of the two, but she never disobeyed Miss 

Minchin.  

MISS MINCHIN Amelia, go and check on the new girl. 

MISS AMELIA  (obediently) Yes, sister. 

   (MISS AMELIA goes upstairs and knocks on Sara’s door). 

SARA   (politely, from within) I have locked it. I want to be quite by myself, if you  

please. 

MISS AMELIA  (at a loss for words) Ah - I see, yes, thank you… (MISS AMELIA runs  

back to her sister in alarm) I never heard such a strange, old-fashioned 

child, sister! She has locked herself in, and she is not making the least 

particle of noise! 

MISS MINCHIN It is much better than if she kicked and screamed, as some of them do. I  

expected that a child as spoiled as her would set the whole house in an 

uproar. If ever a child was given her own way in everything, she is. 

MISS AMELIA  I've been opening her trunks and putting her things away. I never saw  

anything like them—sable and ermine on her coats, and real French lace 

on her underclothing! You have seen some of her clothes. What do you 

think of them? 

MISS MINCHIN I think they are perfectly ridiculous, but they will look very well at the head  

of the line when we take the schoolchildren to church on Sunday. She 

has been provided for as if she were a little princess. She is my show 

pupil now. She will show off Miss Minchin’s Select Seminary for Young 

Ladies. 

 

 

 

Option 3 (Monologue) 

 

 

SARA (NARRATOR) My mother died when I was born, so I had never known or missed  

her. My father was the only relation I had in the world, and I loved him 

dearly. I knew he was rich because I heard people say so when they 

thought I was not listening, and I also heard them say that when I grew 

up, I would be rich too. I didn’t know what being rich meant, except that I 

had always lived in a beautiful house in India where my father was a 

captain in the army, and I had toys and pets and an ayah who worshipped 

me. I had gradually learned that people who were rich had these things. 

That, however, was all I knew about it. 
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Option 4 (Scene) 

 

Choose ONE character to play in the following scene (other students will read the other parts). 

 

 

SARA (NARRATOR) When I entered the schoolroom the next morning, everyone stared at me  
with wide, interested eyes.  
 
(SARA enters the school room as all the girls stare.) 
 
By that time every girl —from Lavinia Herbert, who was nearly thirteen 
and felt quite grown up, to Lottie, who was the baby of the school—had 
heard a great deal about me.  
 

MISS MINCHIN Young ladies, I wish to introduce you to your new companion, Miss Sara  
Crewe. 

 
   (All girls stand) 
 

I shall expect you all to be very agreeable to Miss Crewe; she has just 
come to us from a great distance—in fact, from India. As soon as lessons 
are over, you must make each other's acquaintance. 
 
(All girls curtsy and sit. SARAH sits at a desk too and starts to read.) 
 

LAVINIA  (jealously) So that is Miss. Minchin’s new show pupil. I suppose she will  
walk at the front of the line to church. 

JESSIE  I heard her Papa is very rich. 
LAVINIA  Who cares? She isn’t even pretty. 
LOTTIE  I think she’s very pretty. 
LAVINIA  Shut up, Lottie. No one cares what you think. 
   (Lottie pokes her tongue out.) 
LAVINIA  (Resentfully) I passed her room last night and I saw her French maid  

opening a box from some shop. It was full of petticoats with lace frills on 
them. And I heard Miss Minchin say to Miss Amelia that her clothes were 
so grand that they were ridiculous for a child. My mamma says that children 
should be dressed simply. Look! She’s got one of those petticoats on now. 
I saw it when she sat down. 

JESSIE  AND she has silk stockings on! And what little feet! (Longingly) I never 
saw such little feet. 

LAVINIA  (spitefully) Oh, that is just the way her slippers are made.  
JESSIE  Yes! My mamma says that even big feet can be made to look small if  

you have a clever shoemaker. I wish I knew a clever shoemaker… 
LAVINIA  I don't think she is pretty at all. Her eyes are such a strange colour. 
JESSIE  She isn't as pretty as… other pretty people are… but she makes you want  

to look at her again. She has tremendously long eyelashes. 
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Option 5 (Scene) 

 

Choose ONE character to play in the following scene (other students will read the other parts).  

 

Sara happens upon the poor housemaid, BECKY, who has fallen asleep in Sarah’s armchair. 

 

SARA   Poor thing! Oh Becky, you are so tired. 
   (BECKY wakes in alarm. She springs up and adjusts her cap.) 
BECKY  Oh, miss! Oh, miss! I beg yer pardon, miss! Oh, I do, miss!  
SARA   (coming kindly towards BECKY) Don't be frightened. It doesn't matter the  

least bit. 
BECKY  I didn't go to do it, miss! It was the warm fire—an' me bein' so tired. It—it  

WASN'T impertinence! I was just cold, miss! Oh, I’, begging you please 
don’t turn me out of doors with no wages! (sobs) 

SARA   Oh Becky! Don’t cry! You were tired! You could not help it. Poor thing! 
BECKY  Ain't—ain't yer angry, miss? Ain't yer goin' to tell the missus? 
SARA   No! Of course I'm not. 
BECKY  (sobs) Miss… you’re speaking to me as if I were like you? 
SARA   What do you mean? 
BECKY  As if I were an… equal. 
SARA   Why, we are just the same—I am only a little girl like you. It's just an  

accident that I am not you, and you are not me! Would you like to stay a 
few minutes? 

BECKY  Here, miss? Me? 
(Sara runs to the door, opens, and looks out and listens.) 

SARA   No one is anywhere about. Perhaps you might stay a tiny while. I  
thought—perhaps—you might like a piece of cake? 

 

 

 

Option 6 (Scene) 

 

Choose ONE character to play in the following scene (other students will read the other parts). 

 

SARA   What is your name? 
ERMENGARDE My name's Ermengarde St. John. 
SARA   Mine is Sara Crewe. Yours is very pretty. It sounds like a story book. 
ERMENGARDE Do you like it? I—I like yours. You can speak French, can't you? 
SARA   I can speak it because I have heard it all my life. You could speak it if you  

had always heard it. 
ERMENGARDE Oh, no, I couldn't. I NEVER could speak it! You heard me just now in  

French class, when everyone laughed. I'm always like that. I’m hopeless! 
SARA   You’re not hopeless! 
ERMENGARDE My father thinks so. You see, he is very clever and speaks seven or eight  

languages and has thousands of books, and he expects me to be clever 
too. But I’m an embarrassment. He cannot understand how a child of his 
could be such a dull creature like me…  who never shone in anything. 
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Option 7 (Scene) 

Choose ONE character to play in the following scene (other students will read the other parts).  

LOTTIE is on the floor crying and having a tantrum.  

 

LOTTIE  I—haven't—any—ma—ma—ma-a! 
SARA   Neither have I. 
 
Surprised, LOTTIE drops her legs and stares. 
 
LOTTIE  Where is she? 
SARA   She went to heaven. But I am sure she comes out sometimes to see  

me—though I don't see her. So does yours. Perhaps they can both see us 
now. Perhaps they are both in this room. 

LOTTIE sits bolt upright. 

LOTTIE  My Mama? She can see me? 
SARA   She’s an angel now. She wears all white and has wings and a crown. 
LOTTIE  But where does she live? 
SARA   In heaven, where there are fields and fields of flowers. And the streets are  

shining. And people are never tired, however far they walk. They can float 
anywhere they like. And there are walls made of pearl, and the walls are 
low enough for the angels to lean over and look down to earth and smile, 
and send us beautiful messages. 

LOTTIE  I want to go there! Sara, I want to go because I—haven't any mamma in  
this school. 

SARA    (takes Lottie’s hand) I will be your mamma in this school. We will play that  
you are my little girl. And Emily shall be your sister. 

LOTTIE  Will she? I would love that!  
SARA   Yes. Let’s go and tell her! And then I will wash your face and brush your  

hair. 
 

LOTTIE gets up, cheerfully takes Sara’s hand, and they exit together. 

 


