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F R O M  O B S C U R I T Y  T O  P R O M I N E N C E

D A I LY  R E A D I N G : Mark 1:21-34, Mark 2:13-17.

In His early ministry, Jesus spent considerable time in a city on the northwest coast of 

the Sea of Galilee. Capernaum was a larger population center than Nazareth and many 

of the disciples lived there. Its economy was driven mostly by a prosperous fishing 

industry. It was located on a trading route connecting Damascus in the north with Egypt 

in the south. It was also home to a high-ranking government official and a detachment 

of Roman soldiers. 

Both Matthew and Mark recorded that even though it was his hometown, Jesus “did not 

do many miracles” in Nazareth (Matthew 13:58, Mark 6:5). The people there watched 

Jesus grow up. Through their unbelief they rejected Him, and this helps us to understand 

why Jesus chose Capernaum as the headquarters of His early ministry. 

As we follow the course of Jesus from Nazareth to Capernaum, we observe a transition 

from obscurity to prominence. Nazareth was a smaller village and it was only after relo-

cating to Capernaum that He gained the attention of the crowds. Capernaum was a chief 

city in the larger province of Galilee and the miracles Jesus performed there allowed His 

reputation to flourish throughout the region. 

Not long after the wedding at Cana, Jesus went into Capernaum and entered the syna-

gogue on the Sabbath day and began to teach. Mark notes the people were astonished 
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by His teaching (Mark 1:12-22). He did not teach like the scribes whose words were so 

often void of substance. He taught with authority.  

Now there was a man in their synagogue with an unclean spirit. And he cried out, saying, “Let us 

alone! What have we to do with You, Jesus of Nazareth? Did You come to destroy us? I know who 

You are—the Holy One of God!”

But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be quiet, and come out of him!” And when the unclean spirit had 

convulsed him and cried out with a loud voice, he came out of him. Then they were all amazed, so 

that they questioned among themselves, saying, “What is this? What new doctrine is this? For with 

authority He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey Him.” And immediately His fame 

spread throughout all the region around Galilee.

From this point forward, Jesus continued to establish His authority in Capernaum by 

the working of many miracles. Through the power of the Spirit, He also:

• Healed the centurion’s servant (Matthew 8:5-13, Luke 7:1-10).

• Healed the nobleman’s son (John 4:46-54).

• Healed Peter’s mother in law (Mark 1:29-31).

• Healed the paralytic man (Matthew 9:2-8, Mark 2:1-12, Luke 5:17-26).

• Raised the daughter of Jarius from the dead (Matthew 9:18-26, Mark 5:21-43, Luke 

8:40-56).

Capernaum represented a place of many needs. It was a city afflicted by diseases and 

physical abnormalities. Perhaps Jesus chose this city because of its needs. Throughout 

His ministry, He was always drawn to those with the greatest needs. Though He taught 

many times in the synagogues, Jesus spent most of His time in the streets and on the 

hillsides among the people. 

Capernaum was also a place of great spiritual activity. It was full of unclean spirits and 

demonic possession. In His miracles, Jesus authenticated His authority in both the phys-

ical and spiritual realms. By choosing Capernaum as the place in which he established 

His ministry, Jesus chose a city of great spiritual conflict. 

At evening, when the sun had set, they brought to Him all who were sick and those who were 

demon-possessed. And the whole city was gathered together at the door. Then He healed many who 

were sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons; and He did not allow the demons to 

speak, because they knew Him.
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One day, as He taught the crowds near the Sea of Galilee, Jesus noticed a young publican 

sitting at his desk. Publicans were hired by the Romans to collect taxes and they were 

often corrupt. Because of this, they were despised by their fellow Jews. However, when 

Jesus met Levi He invited him to become a disciple. This man, after a name change, was 

known as Matthew and eventually wrote the Gospel of Matthew. 

Because Jesus spent a lot of time with sinners and tax collectors, the Pharisees often 

questioned Him. They kept their distance from anyone who did not adhere to strict moral 

and religious standards and expected Jesus to do the same. Though they understood 

the Messiah would come “as the glory of His people Israel,” they did not understand He 

would also come “as a light to lighten the Gentiles.”

Now it happened, as He was dining in Levi’s house, that many tax collectors and sinners also sat 

together with Jesus and His disciples; for there were many, and they followed Him. And when the 

scribes and Pharisees saw Him eating with the tax collectors and sinners, they said to His disciples, 

“How is it that He eats and drinks with tax collectors and sinners?”

The reply of Jesus not only sums up His motive in choosing to spend so much time in 

Capernaum. It also reveals the entire theme of His ministry. 

When Jesus heard it, He said to them, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those 

who are sick. I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance.”

Ruins of a market in modern Capernaum.  
Photo credit: Nathaniel Peterson

Panoramic view of modern Nazareth where Jesus grew up.  
Of this city it was asked, "Can any good thing come from Nazareth?" 
(John 1:46) Photo credit: Shutterstock
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R E F L E C T I O N  P O I N T S

• Why did Jesus change his home base from Nazareth to Capernaum? 

• What kind of city was Capernaum?  

• Is the city you live in today anything like Capernaum? 

• What are some of the core themes of the ministry of Jesus? 


