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una Culinary Arts Adventures presents2012  

The Castles & Vineyards of the

Loire Valley

THE ART OF CULINARY TRAVEL

ADVENTURES

Monday, May 21 to Sunday, May 27, 2012
Experience the Garden of France – a quick trip from Paris, yet a world 

away!  The stunningly beautiful Loire Valley boasts a history as fantastic as 
the chateaux to be found in the region.  Savor the beauty, the history and 

the world-class wines.

Our trip will consist of private visits with winemakers representing the 
best that the Loire Valley has to offer, interspersed with visits to the most 

beautiful castles in the region.

Terms & Conditions
Fees:  Your fee of $3400 includes accommodations, all meals including wine, admission to local 
venues as scheduled, local transportation, and group transfers to and from the Paris airport.  
The price is quoted on a double occupancy basis – a supplement of US$800 is charged for single 
occupancy, if available.  An optional final night in Paris is available for an additional fee of $200 per 
person, double occupancy ($325 for singles).  

Deposit:  A non-refundable deposit of US$500 per person, made payable to “Laguna Culinary Arts 
Adventures” is required to secure your booking.  Reservations will be confirmed by mail once we 
receive your signed copy of the booking form, together with the deposit.

Final Payment: The balance of the fee should be received in full by Laguna Culinary Arts 
Adventures no later than February 28, 2012.  If this balance is not paid on time, we reserve the right 
to regard your reservation as cancelled and retain your deposit.

Cancellations:  If we receive written notice of your cancellation 31-60 days prior to departure, (and 
have also received payment in full for the program), we shall refund 50% of your total fee.  There 
will be no refund for cancellations 30 days or less prior to departure, unless we are able to fill your 
place with another participant; in this instance, we shall refund all fees received less your original 
US$500 deposit.

In the event that Laguna Culinary Arts Adventures must cancel a trip for any reason, all fees, 
including deposits, will be returned in full.  The costs of any travel arrangements you may have 
made will however not be reimbursed.

Travel Insurance:  We recommend that you purchase separate insurance in case you have to cancel 
your trip, as well as accident, health and baggage and personal effects loss or damage.

Waiver:  All participants will be required to sign a Release of Liability Agreement prior to 
embarkation.  Please read this document carefully before signing.

Trip details:  Monday, May 21, 2012 to Sunday, May 27, 2012.

    Contact Information: 

Nancy Milby

Laguna Culinary Arts Adventures

845 Laguna Canyon Road, Laguna Beach, CA 92651

Phone: 949-376-0262; Fax: 949-476-0265

nancy@lagunaculinaryarts.com

www.LagunaCulinaryArts.com
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Monday:
Group transfer from Paris airport to the tiny wine village of 
Sancerre.  Welcome aperitif in the hotel bar, followed by a 
casual dinner at a nearby restaurant.

Tuesday:
Breakfast at the hotel, followed by checkout.  Morning visit to 
Domaine de Delaporte in the nearby village of Chevignol, for 
vineyard tour and lunch with the proprietors at the domain.  
Afternoon visit to the famous Chateau du Chenonceau, 
followed by early evening arrival in Amboise for hotel check in.  
Dinner in Amboise.

Wednesday:
Breakfast at the hotel, followed by visit to Chateau du 
Chambord, the most impressive castle in all of France.  Lunch 
in Chambord, followed by a free afternoon in Amboise. Aperitif 
and dinner at a private home in Amboise.

Thursday:
Breakfast at the hotel, followed by free morning in Amboise.  
Lunch in Blois, followed by free afternoon in Blois for shopping 
or visit to the castle.  Return to Amboise, then aperitif and 
dinner in Montlouis-sur-Loire.    

Friday:
Breakfast at the hotel, followed by check out.  Visit to Abbaye de 
Fontevraud with lunch in the village.  Mid afternoon arrival to 
Saumur for hotel check-in.  Dinner at the hotel with winemaker 
Florent Baumard, where you will experience the broad range of 
wines that can be made by Chenin Blanc.

Saturday:
Breakfast at the hotel.  Visit to Chateau de Ragotiere for 
vineyard & winery tour.  Tasting and luncheon with Ragotiere 
staff at a local restaurant.  Return to Saumur for farewell dinner.

Sunday:
Breakfast at the hotel, followed by check out.  Return to Paris via 
train with group.  

Optional final night with dinner and hotel stay in Paris – 
supplement of $200 per person*.  
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Join us for a unique tour of the beautiful 

Loire River Valley, and experience 

history up close.  The so-called “garden 

of France,” this region boasts some of 

the most impressive and historically 

important castles, fortresses and abbeys 

in all of France.  It also is a region known 

for its world-class wine production.  We 

will explore the region from one end to the 

other, starting our adventure in the tiny hill-

top village of Sancerre, a name synonymous 

with Sauvignon Blanc, for a private visit with a top producer.  As we traverse from east to west, 

we will stop to visit the breathtaking castles of Chambord and Chenonceau, both steeped in 

history and remarkably preserved despite the ravages of wars and revolutions.  We will also 

visit the serene Abbey of Fontervaud, where three of the most famous characters in medieval 

history, Henry II, his queen Eleanor of Aquitane, and their son Richard the Lionhearted, 

leader of three crusades to the holy lands, are all interned.  In the vibrant riverside village of 

Amboise, we will be treated to a special dinner in the private home of a local friend, and in 

the bustling commerce town of Saumur, we will be treated to a private dinner with a local 

winemaker, where we will have a chance to taste a selection of his stunning wines.  Our last 

day in the Loire Valley will take us to the far west, to the small wine village of Vallet, for a visit 

to another family-run property for tasting and lunch.  

Our tour concludes with a group train trip back to Paris.  For an optional fee, you can extend 

your stay for a final night in Paris, where your hotel and dinner will be provided.  $3,400 per 

person, double occupancy for the main trip, with an $800 single supplement if available.  

(*) The extended night in Paris is an additional $200 per person, double occupancy, or $325 

for singles. 
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