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 Today we think of the Chimney Bluffs as a New York 
State Park, a wonderful place to hike trails on a sunny day.  It is 
a beautiful, mysterious area created by nature, with ever-shifting 
cliffs battling Lake Ontario for their very survival.  
 The Wayne County Office of Tourism promotes the 
Chimney Bluffs with a beautiful rack card featuring lovely 
descriptions of these formations:  “Towering 150 feet above 
Lake Ontario in the Town of Huron, Wayne County, NY, these 
bluffs, which are a large clay drumlin formed six to ten thou-
sand years ago by a glacier, then eroded by waves and weather, 
are now part of 597 acres acquired by New York State in 1963 
to create Chimney Bluffs State Park. . . .  This park offers several 
hikes and is a photographer’s paradise.  The western half of the 
park has mowed grass trails through fields and scrubland.  The 
eastern half is wooded with 6 to 8 foot-wide forest trails.  The 
bluffs face Lake Ontario with a narrow dirt trail along their 
edge.  The highest point of land is in the northeast part of the 
park.”
 But how exactly were these cliffs formed; in other 
words, what is a drumlin?  The New York State Museum 
Bulletin from April 1940 contains an excellent article by Dr. 

Tracy Gillette 
titled “Geol-
ogy of the Clyde 
and Sodus Bay 
Quadrangles, 
New York.”  Dr. 
Gillette points 
out that drum-
lins are one of 
the most promi-
nent features 
of glaciation in 
Wayne County.  
A drumlin is 
an oval, elon-
gated hill with 
a steep slope 
on its north 
side and a more 
gradual slope on 
its south side.  
“They range in 
size from very 
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small hillocks to large hills covering more than two square miles 
and in many instances reaching the height of more than 100 feet.  
With few exceptions the axes of these drumlins in this region are 
directly north and south, indicating that the glacier which formed 
them was moving due south.”  Dr. Gillette continues by discuss-
ing the bluffs:  “In several places east of Sodus Bay, drumlins 
are cut by the waves of Lake Ontario, exposing excellent cross 
sections.  From these sections a very good idea of their internal 
structure can be obtained (see figure 33).  They are composed 
of a heterogeneous mixture of boulders, pebbles and clay.  The 
boulders and pebbles are often smoothed and polished.  On their 
polished faces are found scratches or glacial striae.  The drumlins 
show no stratification whatsoever and lack any evidence of water 
work.”
 Although stratification does not exist, Dr. Gillette points 
out that there is usually “concentric bedding,” often consisting of 
four beds, like layers of an onion.  The lower layers are simple and 
flat with a slight curve in the center of the drumlin.  “The pro-
gressively higher layers become more convex and assume the shape 
of the drumlin.”   
 Chimney Bluffs and the surrounding area are not only of 
interest for their geologic characteristics as partially eroded drum-
lins, they are also “historic spots.”  In her essay titled “Chimney 
Bluffs—Wayne County’s First State Park,” submitted to the Hoff-
man Essay contest in 1964, Jean Ann Stothard describes activity 
which occurred at the Chimney Bluffs during Prohibition.
 “The smuggling of illegal alcohol became a thriving 
venture along the shore by Chimney Bluffs.  Dewey Gillette was 
the principal organizer behind this in the vicinity.  His boat, the 
Black Jack, was run by Peg Leg Jones.  The beer, whiskey, and 
other liquor were picked up by the Black Jack in Canada and 
then brought across Lake Ontario to the Chimneys.  Mr. Gil-
lette would let the people know when to expect the boat.  In fact, 
Palmer’s Grill in Wolcott was used as a place for meeting and 
deciding plans.  Local men went down to the shore and waited for 
the Black Jack to arrive with its precious cargo.  When the cargo 
finally arrived at night and was dropped off the boat, the men car-
ried the liquor to places for storage until it could be sold.  Many 
an innocent-looking hay barn was the ‘trade room’ for bartering 
concealed spirits.  It was usually transported on the shoulders of 
the strong men of the area, but sometimes a wagon was used to 
move it.  Often the ‘smuggling boats’ would not arrive on the 
night planned, and when they would finally come, there would be 
no one to meet them.  In cases such as these, Peg Leg or the run-
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ners would unload and leave their cargoes in dark recesses of the shore.  Local 

farmers would hijack the liquor and keep it themselves.

 “The smugglers had to be in constant watch for revenue men.  One 

time, Peg Leg had to leave before he was unloaded because of revenue men.  A 

revenuer discovered a boat off shore on Dutch Street.  The two men on board 

were asleep and did not hear him come.  In the fight, both smugglers were 

killed.  Once or twice the Black Jack was confiscated by the government, and 

Dewey Gillette had to pay to get it back.  Revenue officers never ran very hard 

or very far on such occasions, for escaping smugglers were dangerous when 

cornered on such missions.  The officers had their salary to earn, the farmers ran 

for their lives.  Under such circumstances, no one can doubt which party was 

usually the winner in those skirmishes and pursuits.

 “Immense profits were awaiting those who got the casks and contents 

safely into a hiding place at home, and bold and desperate chances were taken.  

Many of the best families were engaged in carrying off smuggled goods, and so 

for several years, smuggling in the Chimney Bluffs area was a part of the honest 

yeoman’s duties and all classes either had a hand in it or knew and did nothing 

about it.

 “The Black Jack, Dewey Gillette’s boat, was finally captured by Canada 

and put up for sale.  After three or four years of fast action, the old boat was 

through smuggling goods.”

 The next time you walk along the trails on top of the bluffs or sail past 

the Chimneys in your boat, look and listen carefully—you just may picture the 

glaciers forming the layers of these beautiful hills or hear the voices of Peg Leg 

Jones and his pals.  History is truly right under our feet!

    

 Joe O’ Toole, SBHS Museum Director

Photo by Edie Farrington



 What an exciting and busy 
summer season we’ve been having at the 
Lighthouse, and what an enjoyable day 
the Fourth of July was!  The weather was 
gusty, yet perfect.  All the visitors, run-
ners, volunteers, vendors, musicians, and 
staff had a fun time.  Months of prepara-
tion, loads of organization, tons of help 
from wonderful volunteers and commit-
tee chairs, and it was over so quickly!  
 This year’s Fourth of July 
Extravaganza was one of our best ever!  
Our fabulous garden committee had our 
grounds in perfect shape for the big day.  They worked their 
magic so everything was weed-free and blooming to perfection.  
Shortly before the Fourth, a troop of volunteers descended on 
the lighthouse to decorate with bunting, banners, and flags.  
 Our Red-White-and-Blue Kiddie Parade on July 3rd 
was enjoyed by almost 50 children—despite the threat of rain.  
Many thanks to Martha Lightfoot, Alice Bill, Mike Sullivan, 
and the Sodus Point Fire Department for making the parade a 
memorable time for these youngsters and their families.
 On Independence Day, we started off by serving 400 
pancake breakfasts!  Many thanks go to Sharon Maher and Er-
nie Strong for coordinating this successful breakfast fundraiser.  
Their team of volunteers—including the Scottsville and Sodus 
Lions Clubs and the Sodus Lioness Club—worked like a well-
oiled machine.  Thanks, also, to Tom and Martha Lighthfoot, 
who donated tents for the breakfast.  No detail was overlooked, 
and a delicious breakfast on the bluff was the result.  
 Our Lighthouse 5-K Run was our largest race to date, 
with 550 runners participating.  Guy Berretta did an excellent 
job coordinating this event with a veritable army of volunteers 
to ensure everything ran smoothly.  
 Our fifteen vendors for our Art & Craft show all had 
an enjoyable and successful day, and Gap Mangione’s 22nd 
concert at the lighthouse was enjoyed by almost 1,200 people!  
Howard and Cory Potter were entertaining (and patriotically 
clad) as they very successfully “passed the hat” among the con-
certgoers, and our hard-working Food Line volunteers served 
so many delicious hot dogs, sausages, popcorn, and ice cream 
treats all afternoon that we had a record-breaking day.  
 We offered free admission to the Lighthouse Museum, 
and hundreds of visitors climbed to the top of our tower.  All in 
all, this day was a huge success.  Thank you to all who helped!

Director’s Letter 
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 After the Fourth of July we were off and running as our 

Summer Concert Series at the Lighthouse got into full swing.  

We’ve had an enjoyable time with old favorites and some new-

comers to our series, and the weather cooperated on all but one 

day.

 Our “Meet an Author” Lecture Series has been well-

received.  It started off with Pat Gorthy discussing her book 

Peppermint Summer, and entertaining listeners with stories of 

the peppermint industry in Lyons in its heyday.  Batavia author 

Bill Kauffman was next, regaling listeners with stories of small-

town America’s need for a strong sense of place and unique 

identity—illustrated with topics as varied as the New York State 

Thruway and minor league baseball.  Melanie Zimmer’s tales 

about the curiosities of the Finger Lakes enchanted attendees, 

especially the story of the boy who caught an eight-pound trout 

with his nose.  Next up (on September 24) is Michael Keene, 

who will discuss his latest book—Abandoned:  The Untold 

Story of Orphan Asylums.  These authors’ books are available 

for purchase in the Lighthouse Gift Shop and on our website 

(www.sodusbaylighthouse.org).

 We had a wonderful Annual Meeting and Dinner on 

August 20, with 90 people in attendance.  Many thanks to 

Janine Fogarty and Grace Kelly for a delicious dinner, which 

was catered by Proietti’s of Webster.  Thanks, again, to the 

Sodus Point Fire Department for serving as our indoor location.  

A fun time was had by all, and we welcome our newly elected 

trustee Laurie Hayden to our board.

 We’ve had quite a few prearranged group tours 

throughout the season, including the Sodus Point Community 

Center Youth Group, the Midstate Miata Club, and a Nazareth 

College Alumnae Mystery Tour.  All had a wonderful visit to 

our beautiful, historic lighthouse.

 I would like to extend a final thank you to our Light-

house Events Sponsors for showing true community support, 

and demonstrating how valued the Sodus Bay Historical Society 

and Lighthouse are to the area.  We could not succeed without 

our sponsors, donors, members, and volunteers.  Pat yourselves 

on the back—you help us keep our light shining brightly for 

our community!  Many thanks!

 Joe O’ Toole, SBHS Museum Director



Memorial Gifts
2014 Gifts

In MeMory of  
fae and eugene Kruse

from
Kathryn Binkley

Edna Reid

In MeMory of  
Jean deland Hardy

from
Charlie & Kay Hallagan

In MeMory of  
Janet Murnane

from
Friends of Kelly Murnane
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Williamson Membership 
 Challange
 The Sodus Bay Historical Society and Lighthouse Mu-

seum has a wonderful opportunity, but we need your help to earn 

it.  For those who attended the annual meeting, you heard Dave 

and Sue Williamson announce a challenge:  

Annual Dinner

The Annual Dinner was catered by Proietti’s of Webster, N.Y.

Over 90 people enjoyed the  August 20th Annual Meeting and Dinner.  Many 

thanks to Janine Fogarty and Grace Kelly for a well-planned, delicious dinner.

SBHS President Deborah Lattime converses with members Susie Earl and 

Hope Fagan

For each new member, upgrade of membership, or 
any other donation, they will match that amount 

up to $5,000 through December 31, 2014! 

 So, we are asking all our members to consider upgrading 

your membership, making an additional donation, becoming a 

life member, or encouraging your friends and neighbors to join 

our Society.  Let’s not allow this fabulous opportunity pass us by!  

 After the announcement at the annual meeting, we im-

mediately received a new life membership from Mark & K. C. 

Costich.  Their $1,000 means $2,000 for our treasury!  So we are 

already on our way, but we need your help.

 To assist you in explaining the many, many advantages 

of joining the Society, our new membership brochure is available 

on our website (www.sodusbaylighthouse.org). If you have friends 

who would like to join us, or make a donation, they can do so on 

our website. 

 The Board of the Historical Society is very grateful to the 

Williamsons for this tremendous opportunity.  Thank you, our 

members, for your support and response to this challenge.  Please 

help us meet this goal.
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The following individuals were elected at the
SBHS Annual Membership Meeting

on August 20, 2014

offIcers

Deborah Lattime, President
Chuck Willette, Vice President

Guy Berretta, Treasurer
Betty Ingerson, Secretary

Board of trustees

Joan Eckberg – 1st Term
Laurie Hayden – 1st Term

Rosemary Thomas – 2nd Term

noMInatIng coMMIttee

Mike Healy
Grace Kelly

John Reynolds

 The 2014 Sodus Bay Historical Society Annual Meeting 
and Dinner were held on August 20th at the Sodus Point Fire 
Hall.  The complete minutes, including the financial report, are 
available for member review by calling the Lighthouse at 315-483-
4936.  Key highlights are noted below:
 Nomination & Elections – Nomination Commit-
tee Chairman Becky McKee presented the 2014-2015 slate of 
nominees for Officers, Board of Trustees and Nominating Com-
mittee Members.  No additional nominations were received.  The 
nominations were unanimously approved by the membership.
 Treasurer’s Report – Treasurer Guy Berretta discussed a 
very successful Event Sponsors Program undertaken by the Board 
to increase financial support from the business community.  The 
number of sponsors increased to 30 and over $18,000 was raised 
compared to $13,000 last year.   Revenue in most categories 
increased year-over-year, with overall revenue up over $15,000 
(25%).  And, expenses were down from last year.  Guy noted the 
financial and IRS reports prepared by our accounting firm are 
available to all members for review upon request. 
 President’s Remarks – President Deborah Lattime 
indicated that good things happened last year and much has been 
accomplished, but there is a great deal of work yet to be done.  
She discussed the Society’s receipt of a $3,000 technical assistance 
grant from the Preservation League of New York.  We have en-
gaged Bero and Associates, a Rochester, NY architectural firm that 
specializes in historic preservation.  A report is being prepared and 
will be shared with membership as soon as it is available.

2014 Annual Meeting Minutes  Communications’ Committee – Betty Ingerson, Chair-
man, shared the accomplishments of the committee, which 
oversees the planning, coordination and distribution of the official 
print and electronic publications of the Society.  She discussed 
the new branding designed to enable everyone to “tell the same 
story” when talking about the Society.  Points of focus include 
History, Community and Beauty.  These points are detailed in the 
new membership brochure (available on the SBHS Website).  She 
also discussed the new website, our entry into social media, our 
new ability to send e-mails directly to members, and the newly 
revamped newsletter.
 Membership Committee – Chuck Willette, Chairman, 
discussed the many membership initiatives taken this year to 
address the decline in Society membership.  The entire Board is 
now involved in personalized recruiting.  There is a new member-
ship brochure, a new website with on-line enrollment capability, 
and a new membership data base that allows improved tracking 
processes.  We now have annualized renewals, regularly generated 
renewal notices and a lapsed member follow-up process.  Mem-
bership communications are now taking place via e-mail as well as 
“snail mail,” and we have increased recognition of new members 
and Life Members.  These changes have resulted in an overall 12% 
increase in membership.
 Membership Fee Structure Announcement – On July 
27, 2014, the Board approved an annual increase in the dues of 
Friends from $30 to $40 and in the dues of Contributors from 
$60 to $80.  All other categories remain the same.  The changes 
take effect January 1, 2015.  The dues have not been increased in 
nine years and are now consistent with similar museum organiza-
tions.  The dues will support increased operating expenses due to 
inflationary pressures and pay for improvements in information 
systems, our new point-of-sale system and the new website.  All 
memberships include free admission for up to two adult family 
members and free admission to a member’s minor children and 
grandchildren.  There is also a 10% Gift Shop discount and invi-
tations to members’ only events.
 Lighthouse Keeper’s Award – President Deborah Lat-
time presented this year’s award to Eugene “Bud” Seymour with 
deep gratitude for his remarkable and faithful contributions to the 
Society.
 Museum Director’s Presentation – Joe O’Toole, Muse-
um Director, presented an entertaining historical discussion about 
a Viking Spearhead that was found in 1929 by Augustus Hoffman 
on Charles Point, about 100 feet inside Sodus Bay from Lake 
Ontario.  The spearhead is between 700 and 1200 years old.  
 
 Betty Ingerson, SBHS Secretary
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4th of July at the Lighthouse!

The 5-K Registration Line is all ready. Ann Ketcham and Shelley Usatynski are prepared to hand out 

the 5-K T-Shirts

Sodus Point Mayor Chris Tertinek and 5-K Chairman Guy Ber-
retta get ready to start the race.

And the 5-K Race is on!
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The Red-White-and-Blue Kiddie Parade was enjoyed by almost 
50 children.

The Art Show and Gap Mangione Concert is in full swing.

“Eleanor McIntyre – 91 years young and still finishing the 5-K!”

Getting ready for the food line are Alan & Deb Lattime, Dick 
Taylor and Dick and Rita Kearney.

A morning breakfast on the bluff started the festivities.



“Bud” Seymour Receives 2014  
 Lighthouse Keeper’s Award
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 The Lighthouse Keeper’s Award is presented annually 

by the SBHS Board of Trustees to a person who has provided 

extraordinary leadership and support of the mission and goals of 

the Sodus Bay Historical Society.   It was with honor and great 

pleasure that President Deborah Lattime presented this year’s 

award to Eugene “Bud” Seymour with deep gratitude for his 

remarkable and faithful contributions to SBHS.   Deborah’s 

heartfelt presentation of the award is detailed below:

 “This year the Lighthouse Keeper’s Award is presented to 

a gentle man who has been a member of the Sodus Bay commu-

nity since childhood when he developed friendships and a love 

of boating, especially sailing, that have lasted a lifetime.  In 1992 

when he and his bride became permanent residents of Sodus 

Point, Mike Altieri, then President of the SBHS, encouraged him 

to become involved in the Society.  The rest is history.   Over the 

past 20+ years our honoree has served as Board Member, Presi-

dent and Board Member again, has supported and encouraged 

several executive directors, and has chaired the Membership and 

Curatorial Committees.  As Membership Chair he enlisted the 

assistance of his beloved wife who henceforth joined him as an 

enthusiastic volunteer par excellence for the Society, serving on 

the Board and as editor of the newsletter for several years, and in 

many other capacities.”

 “As Curatorial Committee Chair our honoree organized 

a group of volunteers to locate, acquire and prepare the “Tools 

of the Lighthouse” display that continues to enchant visitors.  

Using his creative talents he has built several displays including 

the visitors’ favorite Trolley, and with Henry Martin, the Canal 

Diorama.  He also was instrumental in getting the fire wagon 

from Charles Point to the Lighthouse (someday I have to ask how 

he did that!) and he was responsible for conducting the  research 

necessary to ensure that boats being considered for acquisition 

were historically appropriate.  Today, he is the “go to” person 

when questions arise about boat donations and other acquisi-

tions.”

 “Our honoree is a quiet man whose contributions are 

made without fanfare, but without whom the Society would not 

have grown and flourished over the past 25 years.  It is my

honor and great pleasure on behalf of the Board of Trustees to 

present the Lighthouse Keeper’s award to Bud Seymour with 

deep gratitude for his remarkable and faithful contributions to 

the SBHS.”

SBHS President Deborah Lattime presents the Lighthouse Keeper’s Award 
to Eugene “Bud” Seymour.  Also present is Bud’s wife, Jean.

From the Gift Shop
 We now have in stock two books 
written by local (Batavia) author Bill 
Kaufman, who visited Sodus Point on July 
23.  He has written eleven books including 
Dispatches from the Muck Dog Gazette 
and Ain’t My America.  Anyone who has 
ever lived in a small town will love his tales 
and descriptions!   (And city residents will 
also appreciate his stories about small town 
living.)

 On our museum 
tours, our large copy of the NOAA Sodus 
Bay Chart is a very popular feature; we 
now have a very nice 14.25” x 18.25” 
poster of this chart on sale for only $5!  
This poster is ready to frame.  You can 
place your order today on our website and 
pick it up in the gift 
shop later.
 We have just a few 
custom-designed Sodus 

Bay Lighthouse Tervis Tumblers left on our 
shelf; they have been a very popular item.  If 

you have not yet visited 
the gift shop in person 
or on our website, take 
a look at this beautiful 
and functional souvenir 
and buy one while 
they last!  Drinks stay hot or cold in Tervis 
Tumblers!
 Browse our website www.
sodusbaylighthouse.org or visit our gift 
shop to see all the great merchandise for 
sale!



Building Condition Survey 
 Conducted

2014 Membership Drive:  
 Can you help?
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 As part of our Building 
Condition Survey, which has been 
made possible through a grant from 
the Preservation League of New York 
State, Steve Jordan, a representative 
from Bero Architecture, visited the 
Sodus Bay Lighthouse on July 18.  
He climbed to the top of the tower, 
crawled along the catwalk outside 
the lens room, looked at the roof, 
and examined the chimney.  He 
descended into the basement and 
inspected the foundation and floor joists.  He scraped samples 
from the lighthouse which he will test in acid to determine the 
composition of the original mortar.  He examined the masonry 
with binoculars from all angles, and he looked in detail at the 
wooden windows.  Steve will compile a report which will provide 
the Sodus Bay Historical Society with details about the present 

condition of the building’s materi-
als (stone, wood, metal, etc.) and 
help us to develop a preservation 
plan so our beautiful lighthouse 
will be in excellent shape for years 
to come.  We take our responsi-
bilities as stewards of this historic 
structure very seriously, and are 
privileged to be working with spe-
cialists in the field of preservation.

 Your Board of Trustees has launched a number of ini-

tiatives to increase engagement and support for SBHS.  You’ve 

probably noticed new faces volunteering around the Lighthouse, 

new businesses sponsoring events, and we’ve added new members 

too.  Earlier this year, every Trustee committed to turning friends, 

neighbors and relatives into new members by making direct per-

sonal appeals. 

 We recognize people prefer to engage and support us in 

different ways.  Many prefer financial support, and membership 

is a convenient way to do that.  Annual reminders and website 

access for payments make it easy for them.  One-time donations 

can also be made through our website.  Increasing our member-

ship helps sustain our organization, providing much of the money 

needed for museum operations.

 So, we’d like your help.  Please talk to your friends, 

neighbors, and family about supporting us. Imagine that instead 

of 14 Trustees making personal appeals the entire membership 

joined the effort. The things we could do!

 What can you do? Have a conversation with your 

friends, neighbors and family members about supporting us.  If 

they would like to become members or make a donation, they can 

do so at our website (http://www.sodusbaylighthouse.org). Or, 

there is an application included in this newsletter.  If he or she 

would like to discuss volunteer opportunities, have them call Nor-

een at the Gift Shop at 315-483-0775.  We love people who value 

the preservation of History, the sense of Community, and the 

inviting Beauty that the Society and Lighthouse Museum provide 

every day.

 And… Now is the perfect time to act! With every new 

member you bring in between now and December 31st, Dave and 

Sue Williamson will match their membership fee with a donation 

to the Society!  What a great way to help! (The details of the 

Williamson Matching Program are elsewhere in this newsletter.)  

Make sure that the Museum Director knows you have sponsored a 

member by writing your name on their application. 

 Chuck Willette, SBHS Membership Chairman

Top: Steve Jordan inspects the catwalk around the tower’s lens room
Bottom: Steve Jordan takes samples of mortar from the east wall of the 
Lighthouse

 In 1873, George W. Tummond and a Mr. Collins 
started the Sodus Enterprise.  In 1875, Galen Oderick bought 
the establishment and changed the name to the Wayne County 
Alliance.  E. W. Gurnee had ownership from 1878 to 1882, 
when B. H. Cuddeback and Willis Teall took over.  Mr. Teall 
became the sole proprietor in 1890 until shortly before 1900.  
Sodus was without a newspaper until the Record was established 
in 1897 by the Mills Brothers.  The Mills Brothers ran the paper 
for some years.

Historical Tidbit - Nineteenth-  
 Century Newspapers in Sodus
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 The Lighthouse Museum has been busy with hundreds 
of visitors on prearranged tour groups all season.  Some of the 
groups that have visited the lighthouse included the Lake Ontario 
Lighthouse Challenge, the Sodus Point Community Center’s 
Youth Group, the Midstate Miata Club, the Perinton Retired 
Men’s Club, and a Nazareth College Alumnae Mystery Tour.  All 
had rave reviews and promised to return to our beautiful location 
on the lake!

 Anne now 
lives in Sodus Point 
in the summer 
months and enjoys 
life in Florida in the 
winter.  She was born 
in Interlaken, New 
York.  After college, 
she interviewed for 
a teaching job in 
Sodus, where she 
taught for four years 

and met her husband Keith.  She also taught in Penfield for many 
years, only taking breaks when her children came along.  She now 
enjoys visits from her three children and a grandchild.
 “My husband and I always believed in the importance 
of the Lighthouse Museum, the community, and our church.”  
Indeed they certainly were a special couple; they chaired the Food 
Line Crew at every Sunday Concert for fifteen years!  Anne’s 
husband Keith served on the Board of Trustees of the Sodus Bay 
Historical Society for six years, and Anne followed with her own 
six-year term as a Trustee.

 Once in a while our garden group needs to call in 

what we call “The Special Forces.” This was the case when  

we needed to trim the hedges and shrubs, do some additional 

plantings, edge  and add some mulch before the 4th of July 

celebration.  Nine hard working volunteers were up to the 

challenge.  We even had the assistance of a wonderful high 

school student named Alexis, who was looking to fulfill her 

community service requirement for school.  (We LOVE nur-

turing the next generation of gardeners!)  An enjoyable and 

rewarding time was had by all.  I was so proud of everyone’s 

efforts.  Come join us any Friday morning at 8:30.  You are 

guaranteed a good workout, lively conversation and a true 

sense of satisfaction.

 Colorfully yours, Susan Williamson

  Friends and Flowers

The Special Forces:  Phil Sanguedolce (on ladder), Ron and 
Karen Bauman (sides of ladder), Carol Taylor, Sharon and Jim 
Maher (took picture), Jane Ornt, Lexus Gent, and Sue William-
son.

Tour Groups Visit the Lighthouse

A group of Nazareth College alumnae visited the Lighthouse Museum 
on August 6th as part of a day-long “Mystery Tour.”  Drivers were given 
directions only—without details about their destinations.  After leaving 
Sodus Point, the group was having lunch then touring the museums of 
Historic Palmyra.

Volunteer Spotlight -
Anne Ketcham

 Today, she continues to work on the Food Line as well 
as the Lighthouse 5-K Run, and she is one of our very best 
Gift Shop Volunteers!  Anne knows how to greet visitors with a 
wonderful smile and is also a favorite salesperson!  In addition, 
Anne always starts her Friday morning shift by asking if there are 
any other jobs she can do for the museum. 
 Altogether she is in her twenty-second year of 
volunteering; we depend on her reliability, charm, and 
willingness to fill in wherever needed.
 Thanks, Anne!  Every spring we are always anxious for 
you to leave Florida and get back to the Point!
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 We would like to extend a very hearty welcome to the 
following New Members who have joined the Sodus Bay Historical 
Society between July 14, 2014 and August 1, 2014. We greatly 
appreciate your support, your commitment and your contribution!  
It is through memberships like yours that SBHS is able to maintain 
the historic Sodus Bay Lighthouse Museum and provide the many 
summer events that make the Lighthouse and Sodus Point an 
attractive gathering place for the community and for visitors from all 
over the world.  Thank you and welcome aboard!

 Pat Gorthy was 
entertaining as always—regaling 
listeners with stories about Lyons 
and the Peppermint industry 
in its heyday.  She also had her 
audience laughing as she relayed 
her struggles writing her book 
Peppermint Summer.

  
  
 Bill Kauffman gave a 
fascinating speech about small towns 
and their struggles to keep their 
identities in the face of globalization.  
He stressed the importance of place 
and unique identities in villages like 
his hometown of Batavia as well as 
Sodus and Sodus Point.  

 Melanie 
Zimmer has 
written four books on NY State lore.  Her 
tales about the curiosities of the Finger Lakes 
enchanted attendees, especially the story of 
the boy who caught an eight-pound trout 
with his nose.  
 Our last author is sure to be a crowd 
pleaser as well:  Michael Keene will be 
discussing his latest book Abandoned: The 
Untold Story of Orphan Asylums.

Welcome to New  Members

William and Lucine Kauffman
Michael Keene

Tristan and Amanda Reynolds
Melanie Zimmer

“Meet an Author” 
 Lecture Series is a Success!

Pat Gorthy discusses her book 

Peppermint Summer

Bill Kauffman speaks about small 
towns and their struggles

Melanie Zimmer 

focused on curiosities 

of the Finger Lakes 

region

YES!    
I want to join! 

 ☞ If you prefer, you may join and pay online at: 

www.sodusbaylighthouse.org 
  Membership Category 
 ❑ Friends    $30          ❑ Sustaining    $300 
 ❑ Contributing    $60          ❑ Life              $1,000 
 ❑ Patron           $120 

First Name(s)___________________________________ 

Last Name(s)_______________________________ 

❑Year-round or ❑ Winter Mailing Address 

Address_______________________________________ 
City __________________ State ____ Zip ________ 
Home Phone  ______________________________ 

Cell Phone     ______________________________ 

E-mail     __________________________________ 

Summer Mailing Address (if different) 

Receive Mail From      _____/_____   to   _____/_____ 

Address  __________________________________ 

City ______________________State ____ Zip_______ 

Home Phone __________________________________ 

     ❑ Please send me information about  
          volunteer opportunities. 

Payable by check or credit card to: 
 Sodus Bay Historical Society 
 P.O. Box 94 
 Sodus Point, NY  14555-0094 

  Credit Card:       ❑American Express           ❑Visa 
                            ❑Master Card              ❑Discover 
   
  Name on Credit Card__________________________ 
  Signature___________________________________ 

  Expiration Date _______/________      CCV _________ 
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Platinum
* C.H. Stuart Foundation
* Claude G. and Geraldine A. Wright Family Fund
* Finger Lakes Community Arts Grants & 
      New York State Council on the Arts
* Lessord Chrysler Products
* Marina’s of Sodus Point
 * Arney’s Marina
 * Katlynn Harbor
 * Krenzer Marine
 * Northwind Harbor
* McDonald’s of Wayne County
* Robert G. Boehmler Community Foundation
* Town of Sodus
* Village of Sodus Point

Gold
* ESL Charitable Foundation

Silver
* Blossom View Nursing Home
* Dynalec Corporation
* Marshall Farms Group
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* A Gentle Breeze Therapeutic Massage
* Boerman Tax Accounting & Payroll
* Burnap’s Farm Market & Garden Café
* Captain Jack’s Goodtime Tavern
* Concord Ford
* Fowler Farms
* Grandpa’s Nursery & Gardens
* Lyons National Bank
* Maxwell Creek Inn Bed & Breakfast
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* RCR Yachts
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Special Thanks to our 2014 Event Sponsors


