
Recycle in your 
pharmacy with 
Zero Waste Box™



This report explains how  
and why Zero Waste Box™  
is a great recycling solution 
for pharmacies like yours! 

We build on the positive 
feedback of other 
pharmacies who have already 
implemented our solutions: 
like them, you could drive 
sustainability and footfall 
in-store whilst contributing 
to a more circular economy. 
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The issue of pharmaceutical waste

Their complex make-up of different materials makes them 
particularly hard to recycle via local recycling facilities, which 
results in them usually ending up incinerated or in landfill, 
polluting ever more our planet. 

What’s more, in the UK alone it’s reported that we could be 
sending over 1.6 billion non-biodegradable face masks to 
landfill every single month, that’s around 54.5 million a day2. 

To add to these disturbing figures, the simple need to physically step 
into a store is dwindling fast, replaced by the ease and practicality of 
ordering online – so now more than ever, store owners must think up 
ways of drawing in new clientele…

On average around 100,000 tonnes 
of plastics specifically designed for 
medical packaging are produced each 
year – of which roughly 85% of solid 
unit drug doses in Europe come  
in the form of blister packs1.

Zero Waste Box™  
provides a solution. 
This simple easy-to-use recycling 
solution, brought to you by 
TerraCycle® (world leaders in 
recycling “hard-to-recycle” waste) 
makes it possible for your staff and 
customers to drop off their hard-
to-recycle pharmacy waste usually 
destined for landfill or incineration 
directly in store for recycling; by 
having a Zero Waste Box in your 
pharmacy you’re actively contributing  
to protecting our environment! 

And with growing demand for solutions 
to the waste crisis, having an easy-to-
use and innovative recycling solution 
directly available in-store allows you 
to showcase your commitment to 
sustainability and become a hub for 
your community, all the while drawing 
in new customers who share the same 
mindset as you!

To illustrate, that’s enough masks to cover the whole of London in two days!

Sources:
1 SCI - C&I Issue 11 - Blistering waste (soci.org)  
2 UK sending 1.6 billion face masks to landfill every month - EnvironmentJournal3



Depending on your pharmacy’s needs, you can pick and 
choose from our available recycling options:
Thanks to these Zero Waste Boxes, you, your staff, customers, and 
local community can start collecting the following items:

• with our  Empty Medicine Blister Packs  Zero Waste BoxTM:

 − Any brand of empty medicine blister packs

• with our  Disposable Face Masks  Zero Waste BoxTM:

 − Non-woven disposable face masks (FFP2, N95, FFP3), 3-ply 
surgical masks and dust masks 

 − Plastic face shields and visors

• with our  Disposable Gloves and Face Masks  Zero Waste BoxTM:

 − Non-woven disposable face masks (FFP2, N95, FFP3), 3-ply 
surgical masks and dust masks 

 − Plastic face shields and visors 

 − Disposable vinyl, nitrile and latex gloves

Please keep in mind that TerraCycle® 
does NOT accept these items in the 
listed Zero Waste Boxes:

Easier plastic waste management, higher customer satisfaction, 
healthier staff culture… Zero Waste Box™ offers incredible value 
to your business. 

Our team of engineers, polymer scientists and recycling experts have  
over 20 years of experience in finding new uses for otherwise unrecyclable 
materials and keeping them out of landfill. Zero Waste Box™ empowers 
businesses and their community to collect items they would have never 
thought possible!

Any medicine and 
medication residue

Fabric, homemade  
or paper face masks

Other types of 
protective garments

Hazardous waste, 
batteries, pressurised 

canisters and broken glass

Tablets, pills, lozenges  
and caplets

Gloves that are 
contaminated with 

materials considered 
hazardous or dangerous

Cardboard and paper

Medical waste. This includes 
material contaminated with 
blood or bodily fluids and 
waste which should be 

collected in a hazardous 
clinical waste bin. 
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https://zerowasteboxes.terracycle.co.uk/products/empty-medicine-blister-packs-zero-waste-box?_pos=1&_sid=c0d50b9d7&_ss=r
https://zerowasteboxes.terracycle.co.uk/collections/pharmacy/products/disposable-face-masks-zero-waste-box
https://zerowasteboxes.terracycle.co.uk/collections/pharmacy/products/disposable-gloves-and-face-masks-zero-waste-box


Recycling made simple
What makes Zero Waste BoxTM a truly great recycling solution is its ease of use: all you have to do is order your 
box of choice online and set it up in a convenient and easily accessible spot in your pharmacy. Then, depending on 
the Zero Waste Box you opted for, invite your staff and customers to fill it with their blister packs, disposable face 
masks, or gloves. Once the box is full, arrange a prepaid pickup with UPS to collect and ship the box to us so the 
waste is properly recycled – in the form of outdoor furniture, planters and even playgrounds for schools!

What’s more, the price of your Zero Waste Box is all-inclusive, meaning it includes the price of shipping the box  
to you, the box itself but also the cost of shipping it to us once it’s full, and the associated recycling costs.  
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What pharmacists have to say
Several pharmacies across the UK are now using the boxes and have 
reported a positive impact on their business’ sustainability as well as 
customer footfall. 

“Reducing our environmental impact has become a core part of our 
business, and tackling the amount of waste we were sending to landfill 
is integral to this.” 

“The Empty Medicine Blister Packs Zero Waste Box has been a great 
addition, proving very popular with staff and customers alike. In fact 
we’ve gained new customers who share our eco-friendly mindset and 
have seen an increase in footfall as a result of the boxes.”

Summary
Zero Waste Box™ in your pharmacy: 

• Makes it possible to recycle  
waste usually destined for  
landfill or incineration

 − You’ll help protect  
the environment!

• Offers your staff and customers 
an in-store recycling solution

 − You’ll showcase 
your commitment 
to sustainability and 
engage more with 
your community!

• Provides an easy-to-use answer to 
a growing demand for solutions to 
the waste crisis

 − You’ll drive footfall and 
gain new customers!

Mr Niki Watts from Vale of Neath Pharmacy in Glynneath, South Wales, 
who has been using our Empty Medicine Blister Packs Zero Waste Box.
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Have any questions?
Contact us here: 0146 5915 018 or customersupport@terracycle.co.uk  

If you want to make a difference to our 
environment, improve your sustainability  
and increase your footfall - Then order a  
Zero Waste Box today and  get started! 

And if that didn’t convince you –  
We are offering you a  20% discount  on  
your first purchase as a welcome gift! 

Use code PHARMA20 now  
(but hurry, offer ends 20th April)! 

ORDER YOUR ZERO 
WASTE BOX TODAY
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mailto:customersupport%40terracycle.co.uk?subject=
https://zerowasteboxes.terracycle.co.uk/pages/pharmacy-recycling-solutions
https://zerowasteboxes.terracycle.co.uk/pages/pharmacy-recycling-solutions

