
Zero Waste Box™,
the perfect recycling
solution for food labs
and manufacturing sites



This report outlines how and 
why Zero Waste Box™ is a great 
recycling solution for food 
manufacturers like you. 

Building on the positive experience 
of businesses just like yours, who 
have implemented our solutions 
in order to drive sustainability, 
contribute to a more circular 
economy and offer a greener 
alternative to their staff, this 
report gives a comprehensive 
understanding of what Zero Waste 
BoxTM can do for you. Don’t just 
feed the planet - help heal it too! 
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Food for thought - What is the situation? 

From hair nets, to overshoes and everything in between: these 
items are essential to safeguarding employees, to ensuring the 
quality and safety of the food produced and to complying with 
local and international regulations.

Mark Taylor, Lead Fermentation Scientist at Quorn Foods

The food manufacturing industry uses  
tonnes of protective equipment each year.

Zero Waste Box™ is the 
perfect solution for you

1  Reasons why we better move away from waste-to-energy, and embrace zero waste instead

Zero Waste Box™ is a complete and 
convenient recycling solution which 
includes the storage, shipping and 
recycling of a particular type of waste 
that isn’t currently recycled through 
local councils or traditional recycling 
facilities. Developed by award-winning 
waste experts at TerraCycle®, Zero 
Waste Box™ offers all-inclusive and 
easy-to-use recycling boxes specially 
designed for specific types of waste - 
and notably for protective gear.

However, as essential as they may be, they are just 
as detrimental to the environment.  Their complex 
composition makes them incredibly hard to recycle 
through local councils, so gloves, masks etc. usually 
end up in landfills. Where landfill free options do 
exist, PPE is typically incinerated  (aka recovery or 
waste-to-energy) due to contamination concerns; 
where incinerators can emit more CO₂ (per mega-
watt-hour) than coal, natural gas or oil fired power 
plants1. The situation leads to a terrible vicious circle 
in which food manufacturers must do bad, in order 
to do good and many find it hard to find a solution. 

According to  
Sam Martin, owner 
of the Hamshire dairy 
business Simon Martin Farms,  
“As a business we’re committed to reducing our 
waste, but there are certain types of equipment  
we have to use that we can’t just dispose of via  
our recycling partner or stop using altogether.” 
And with a growing spotlight on the waste crisis 
and corporate responsibility coming to the fore, 
now is the time to take action - and we can help!

“Labs, by the nature of their work, have a tendency to use a lot of 
single-use plastic. Whether it’s lab equipment itself or the gloves 
we use to protect ourselves, it’s part and parcel of lab work that 
plastic can be a necessity”.
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https://zerowasteeurope.eu/2018/02/9-reasons-why-we-better-move-away-from-waste-to-energy-and-embrace-zero-waste-instead/


What can Zero Waste Box™ do for you?
Zero Waste Boxes will provide your company with a ready-to-use recycling  
solution for all of your unavoidable and necessary equipment. Your staff will be  
able to continue using their masks, overshoes, hair nets etc. and instead of them  
ending up in landfills and polluting our environment, they will have a second life!

And that’s not all: according to research, 65% of employees would rather work  
for a sustainably minded company so you’ll foster employee satisfaction as well².  
And, down the line, you’ll drive customer demand too. 

Depending on your needs, pick and choose from our available recycling 
options - specifically designed with you in mind: 

Please be aware that  
TerraCycle® does NOT  
accept the following items in 
the listed Zero Waste Boxes:

Hazardous 
waste, batteries, 

pressurised 
canisters, 

broken glass and 
medical waste

Medical waste. 
Any medicine 

and medication 
residue. This 

includes material 
contaminated with 

blood or bodily 
fluids and waste 

that originate 
from health 

care facilities

Safety Equipment and Protective Gear, 
with which you can recycle:
• Non-woven disposable face masks  

(FF2, N95, FFP3), 3-ply surgical masks,  
dust masks and safety glasses

• Plastic face shields and visors

• Disposable vinyl, nitrile and latex gloves

• Earplugs, hair and beard nets

• Disposable garments and shoe covers

Beard Nets, Earplugs and Hair Nets,
with which you can recycle:
• Hair and beard nets

• Earplugs

• Disposable shoe covers

Disposable Gloves and Face Masks,
with which you can recycle:
• Non-woven disposable face masks  

(FF2, N95, FFP3), 3-ply surgical masks  
and dust masks

• Plastic face shields and visors

• Disposable vinyl, nitrile and latex gloves

Centrifuge Tubes and Rigid Lab Plastics,
with which you can recycle:
• Any brand & type of rigid lab plastics 

(excluding that contaminated with  
hazardous waste)

• Centrifuge tubes, trays, vials and beakers

• Plastic bottles

Tablets, pills, 
lozenges, and 

caplets

Fabric, homemade or 
paper face masks

Gloves that are 
contaminated 
with materials 

considered 
hazardous or 

dangerous

Other types 
of protective 

garments
Cardboard  
and paper

2 ‘Employees want climate-positive action from companies. Here’s how they can deliver’ | Reuters Events | Sustainable Business4

https://zerowasteboxes.terracycle.co.uk/products/safety-equipment-zero-waste-box?_pos=2&_sid=206b30582&_ss=r&utm_source=Website&utm_medium=ReportSafety&utm_campaign=FoodManu
https://zerowasteboxes.terracycle.co.uk/products/mixed-beard-nets-ear-plugs-and-hair-nets-zero-waste-boxes?_pos=1&_sid=5707a9343&_ss=r&utm_source=Website&utm_medium=ReportBeard&utm_campaign=FoodManu
https://zerowasteboxes.terracycle.co.uk/products/disposable-gloves-and-face-masks-zero-waste-box?_pos=2&_sid=046149cbb&_ss=r&utm_source=Website&utm_medium=ReportGloves&utm_campaign=FoodManu
https://zerowasteboxes.terracycle.co.uk/products/centrifuge-tubes-and-rigid-lab-plastics-zero-waste-box?_pos=1&_sid=432cae18a&_ss=r&utm_source=Website&utm_medium=ReportTube&utm_campaign=FoodManu
https://www.reutersevents.com/sustainability/employees-want-climate-positive-action-companies-heres-how-they-can-deliver


Recycling made simple
What makes Zero Waste BoxTM a truly great recycling solution is its ease of use: all you have to do is order your 
box of choice online and set it up in a convenient and easily accessible spot in your lab or manufacturing site.  
Then, simply invite your staff to fill it with their used protective gear. 

Once the box is full, arrange a prepaid pickup from the comfort of your workplace with UPS to collect and ship 
the box to us so that the waste may be properly recycled – and find a new life as outdoor furniture, watering cans  
or even playgrounds for schools!

What’s more, the price of your Zero Waste Box is all-inclusive, meaning it includes the price of the box itself but also 
the cost of shipping it to us once it’s full, as well as all the associated processing costs. 
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What food manufacturers have to say
Several companies across the UK have implemented our recycling solutions, 
here’s what they have to say about them:

“The trial with TerraCycle’s Zero 
Waste Boxes has so far been a 
great success”.

The company has been using our 
Disposable Gloves Zero Waste Box and 
the Centrifuge Tubes and Rigid Lab Plastics 
Zero Waste Box since September 2021. 
Since then, Quorn has managed to save 
over 1,500 pairs of gloves from ending 
up in landfills or incineration and have 
recycled over 500 pieces of single use 
rigid plastic. An amazing achievement!

“Nitrile gloves are an absolute 
necessity for our work and the 
Zero Waste Boxes have made it 
very easy to recycle them.”

The group has been using our Disposable 
Gloves Zero Waste Box for over two years 
now and are satisfied with the results - an 
employee uses an average of two pairs of 
gloves per day, so a recycling solution was 
very much needed!

To summarise
Zero Waste Box™ makes it possible to:

Easily recycle your          
disposable protective gear

 → order, fill, ship, repeat - it’s as 
easy as that…And all directly on-site, 
and at an all-inclusive cost. 

Protect the environment

 → recycling means actively 
saving valuable resources, 
fighting the waste crisis, and 
protecting our planet.

Offer an answer to growing 
stakeholder demand

 → fostering employee satisfaction 
and driving consumer demand.

Mark Taylor, Lead Fermentation 
Scientist at Quorn Foods Sam Martin, owner of Hampshire 

dairy business Simon Martin Farms
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https://zerowasteboxes.terracycle.co.uk/products/mixed-beard-nets-ear-plugs-and-hair-nets-zero-waste-boxes?_pos=1&_sid=5707a9343&_ss=r&utm_source=Website&utm_medium=ReportGloves&utm_campaign=FoodManu
https://zerowasteboxes.terracycle.co.uk/products/gloves-zero-waste-box?_pos=1&_sid=c0a58721a&_ss=r&utm_source=Website&utm_medium=ReportGloves&utm_campaign=FoodManu
https://zerowasteboxes.terracycle.co.uk/products/gloves-zero-waste-box?_pos=1&_sid=c0a58721a&_ss=r&utm_source=Website&utm_medium=ReportGloves&utm_campaign=FoodManu
https://zerowasteboxes.terracycle.co.uk/products/mixed-beard-nets-ear-plugs-and-hair-nets-zero-waste-boxes?_pos=1&_sid=5707a9343&_ss=r&utm_source=Website&utm_medium=ReportGloves&utm_campaign=FoodManu
https://zerowasteboxes.terracycle.co.uk/products/mixed-beard-nets-ear-plugs-and-hair-nets-zero-waste-boxes?_pos=1&_sid=5707a9343&_ss=r&utm_source=Website&utm_medium=ReportGloves&utm_campaign=FoodManu


Any questions?
Feel free to call us on 0146 5915 018 or email us at customersupport@terracycle.co.uk   

If you want to make a difference to the 
environment, improve your sustainability 
and increase your staff satisfaction,  
order a Zero Waste Box today!

As a welcome gift, we are offering you  
a 20% discount on your first order  
- use code FOOD20 now (but hurry,  
offer ends soon)!

ORDER YOUR ZERO 
WASTE BOX TODAY
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https://zerowasteboxes.terracycle.co.uk/collections/food-manufacturing-sites?utm_source=Website&utm_medium=Report&utm_campaign=FoodManu
https://zerowasteboxes.terracycle.co.uk/
https://zerowasteboxes.terracycle.co.uk/collections/food-manufacturing-sites?utm_source=Website&utm_medium=Report&utm_campaign=FoodManu
https://zerowasteboxes.terracycle.co.uk/collections/food-manufacturing-sites?utm_source=Website&utm_medium=Report&utm_campaign=FoodManu

