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Black Cats: 
Good or Bad Luck?

October is the month of Halloween, and with that came the flurry of traditional Hallow-
een imagery such as witches, skeletons, pumpkins, and of course black cats! Black cats are a 
staple of the Halloween season, but the lore behind them isn’t always so spooky. Black cats 
entered Halloween lore when holiday transitioned to its contemporary form from its pre-
vious Celtic origins, as they were associated with witches. But black cats are not always as-
sociated with the spookiness of Halloween and witches. Around the world and at various 
points throughout history, black cats have been seen held different positions of significance.

in this issue: 
Howloween Pawrty, Holiday 
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(continued on next page)

Holiday season is here
October was a pretty busy month for us, with most of it being spent preparing for our annu-
al Howloween Pawrty. This year was extra special since we were premiering our new pho-
to booth and building an agility course to be used at future events. In addition to all the 
spooky festivities we searched for some purrfect pet recipe to share with our furry pals. In 
this issue you will find a recap of our Halloween season and wonderful photos from our 
event. We also are featuring an amazing fan letter that Wally received. We hope you enjoy!



In many cultures, black cats are actually associated with good luck. In Japan, black cats 
are seen as good omens and if owned by a single female, it  would bring her romantic 
suitors. In Scotland, a black cat on your property was a sure sign of prosperity. In France, 
having a black cat with at least a single white hair will also bring you prosperity. In Ger-
many, a cat’s luck really has to do with the direction in which they are encountered. See a 
cat cross in front of your from right to left? That’s good luck. Left to right? Not so much.

Cats aren’t the only animal with folklore associated with their black color: black dogs 
also have their share of superstitions. Mostly found on the British Isle, legends of 
ghostly black dogs are generally seen as bad omens and are associated with evil enti-
ties, such as the Christian devil. There are many stories spanning various regions which 
involve hapless individuals who have run-ins with black dogs who later met unfortu-
nate ends. Harbingers of death, black dogs are said to haunt specific places or people.   



Holiday pet recipe
This month, we asked our customers to send in their favorite pet recipe that is purrfect for the holidays.

We chose this recipe from Amy Conlin.

3 Ingredient Pumpkin & Peanut Butter Dog Treats
Prep Time: 10 mins
Cook Time: 30 mins
Total Time: 40 mins

Ingredients

                1. One cup oats (old fashioned, 1-minute oats, or instant), plus more if needed- 
see instructions
                2. 1/3 cup pumpkin pureé (not pumpkin pie filling)
                3. 1/4 cup natural peanut butter

Instructions

 4. Preheat your oven to 300F. Line a baking sheet with parchment paper.
 5. Add the oats to a food processor and grind until they reach a fine powder. 
Add in the pumpkin and peanut butter and blend until a sticky dough is formed.
 6. Remove from the processor and roll out on a lightly floured surface. (I used 
brown rice flour because my dog is sensitive to wheat, but if yours is not you could use 
wheat flour, more ground oats, or another flour that you have on hand). Cut out cook-
ies using a small cookie cutter of any shape, or alternatively just cut into squares with a 
knife.
 7. Lay the treats on the prepared baking sheet and bake for 25 to 30 minutes, 
until the treats are dry and hard. Let cool before giving to your pup and then store in an 
airtight container.





This year’s Howloween Pawrty was a huge success! In addition to new twists to 
our costume contests and games, we also featured an upgraded photo booth and a 
brand new agility course! We’d like to thank everyone who came out and made it a 

great time! Here are some photos from the event, with more being available at
facebook.com/humboldtpet

Howloween



Want to learn more? 
Scan this QR Code to 

read this article and 
others on our blog!

(Sources linked online)

 Ranger of the month: 
Charlie

Every month, we honor one of our local customer pets with a section in the The Paw Print, a photo in our studio, and 
a spot on our Ranger of the Month in-store display. We want to share all the amazing pets that come into our store!

(humboldtpetsupply.com/blog)

in the next issue of the paw print: 
Holiday Pet Tips

Staying healthy and happy through the holidays!

Age: 
12 years young!

Likes: 
 He loves going for walks, riding 
in cars, wearing cute little outfits 
and sleeping in til noon on his 

bed.

Favorite Toy: 
Loves his monkey toy because 
he can still pick it up without 

having teeth.

Free Treat: 
Buddy Busicuits.

Amazing Fact: 
Has no teeth, so his little 

tongue just hangs out.



Wally Wisdom
This month, I received a fabulous fan letter from a local Alyssa. Lesser cats would take the 
humble route in fear of appearing full of themselves, but being the kind and wise cat that I 

am, I will not deny you the privilege of knowing just how great I am. Alyssa gets it. 
In appreciation of her appreciating my greatness, I have decided to post her letter in full: 

Thanks, Alyssa! I will think of you fondly next time I break into a bag of treats. And if you 
readers would like to see Alyssa’s poem, just visit www.humboldtpetsupply.com/blog/news

Dictated but not read 
by Wally, HPS Ranger & Shopcat
Got a question for Wally?  Email us!

thepawprint@humboldtpetsupply.com



Buy a 24 lb bag of 
Open Farm for dogs and get a FREE 

4.5 oz bag of Open Farm treats!
OR

Get $4 off any 4lb bag 
(or $8 off any 8lb bag)

 of Open Farm for Cats!
Through 12/01/2017

howl humor

Humboldt Pet Supply
your community resource 

for a healthy pet
Humboldt Pet Supply specializes in 
environmentally friendly & healthy pet 
products, as well as locally made artisan 
crafts. We strive to be more than just a 
pet supply! We hope you’ll visit us soon!

Get a FREE treat 
when you mention 

The Paw Print! 

Questions? Comments? Please email us!
thepawprint@humboldtpetsupply.com

1.

2.

3.

1. “Frito Feet” is a condition where bacteria on 
a dog’s foot has a distinct corn chip smell. 2. 
Cats “play” with prey to ensure that it is weak 
enough to be killed without endangering the 
cat. 3. Cats kidneys are so efficient that they 
can drink sea water to rehydrate themselves.

looking fur a home
My name is Juniper. I’m a 4 month old tuxedo 
kitten with a heart of gold looking for my furever 
home. I originally came to Humboldt Pet Supply 
with my brother Eugene, but he got adopted a 
while back. I miss him and his snuggles. Some 
people would call me a little skittish, but I think 
I just have good taste, and am a little bit selec-
tive about who I like. However, if you take the 
time to get to know me I really am the sweet-
est, snuggliest kitten who wants nothing more 
than somebody of my own to purr at incessantly. 
Some of my favorite activities include eating, 
playing with my leather bouncer toy, running 
around like a loon, and kneading people and ob-
jects like pizza dough. I’m curious, loving, and 
adorable to boot, and if somebody will take a 
chance I know I will make them incredibly hap-
py, so please come down to Humboldt Pet Sup-
ply to pet and love me - I’m definitely worth it.

What kind of 
dog loves to take 

bubble baths ?

A sham-
poodle

What is 
“Frito Feet”?

Why do cats
“play” with their 

prey?

Is it true
cats can 

drink
sea water?

paw print power up

WANT TO WIN BIG?
Sign up for our weekly newsletter 

and you’ll be entered to win a $25 gift 
certificate in our monthly raffle! Plus 
you’ll get exlusive deals, pet product 

news, early content and more! Sign up 
today in-store or on our website!


