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Do Pets Make Good Holiday Gifts?
With the winter holidays sneaking up on us, many folks out there are try-
ing to decide what perfect gifts to give our family and friends. And if you 
have children, and if they’re anything like me when I was a kid, they might 
be begging for a cat or dog right about now. While it might seem like 
a fun idea to surprise them this holiday season with a furry bundle of joy 
you might want to think long and hard about that decision, because ani-
mals are a lifetime commitment that time, energy, and lots of money, and as
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The holiday season continues
Holiday season is in full swing here at HPS. We just got our stocking stuffer products 
in and we’re busy at work preparing for our upcoming Santa Paws event. In this issue 
you will find some holiday advice as well as a spotlight on our best-selling items of 
2017. Hopefully that will give you some ideas for gifts for that furry friend of yours. 

From all of us here at Humboldt Pet Supply, we wish you joy and happy holidays!



(continued)
 most parents find out eventually, you’ll probably be the one taking most of the load 
when it comes to the care of the animal. Here are just a couple things to consider be-
fore giving the gift of puppies and kittens this holiday season:

Animals are a lifetime commitment. Small dogs can live upwards of 15 years, 
while cats can sometimes live over 20. In that 15+ years of life span for either ani-
mal, you’ll be caring for an infant, a teenager, and finally a senior. All these life stag-
es require adjusted care and it is important to be prepared for what may come.

Animals cost a small fortune. The American Pet Products Association estimates that in 
2017, Americans spent close to $70 billion on their pets. That’s a huge chunk of change! 
While you yourself won’t be spending that much, with vet bills, toys and treats, and a de-
cent quality food you could be looking at upwards of $2000 a year, which means in your 
animal’s lifespan you could end up spending between $30 and $40 thousand dollars. 

Are you really a dog person? Adding a dog to your family can seem like the final puzzle 
piece for a quintessential American life, but before you snap that final piece in place, re-
ally ask yourself if you’re a dog person. And I don’t mean do you like dogs; I mean do you 
understand what having a dog means. Do you understand training a dog, do you have the 
ability to be a firm, authoritative hand in a dog’s life, can you be a pack leader? Dogs need 
lots of guidance, and if not given the proper training and attention, can become aggressive, 
fearful, uncontrollable, or even all three. So as you consider whether a puppy would be a 
good addition to your family, think about what it takes to handle a dog, and if you don’t you 
think you can quite give a dog what it needs, I would maybe think about getting a cat instead. 

There’s much more to consider than what I have laid out for you when it comes to de-
ciding whether to get an animal or not, and whether to give that gift as a holiday gift 
or not, so hopefully this gave your some food for thought. If you read through this 
short article and came out the other side still ready to take on the responsibility of a 
new furry addition to your family than that’s great! And if you realized maybe you’re a 
cat person instead of a dog person that’s great too! I won’t lie, adding animals to your 
family is wonderful, and I would have loved getting one as a gift for Christmas, but 
it’s always good to consider all aspects of what getting a furry companion means.         



Stocking Stuffers!
Our stocking stuffers were a huge hit last year, so here’s a sneak peek at what we have going this year.

Introducing new 
essentials bundles
We are introducing three new lines to our Essentials bundles. 

No matter the occasion, get everything you need for your pet in one convenient bundle. 
Visit www.humboldtpetsupply.com to start building your essentials!

Clean-up 
Essentials

intro to raw
essentials

New pet essentials

Build 
yours
today



top 10 gifts
The gift-giving season is here, so we’re taking a look at our most popular products. These are some of 
our best-selling products of 2017 and would no doubt make great gifts for that furry friend of yours.

1) V.E. Raw Bar Treats
Made from single-sourced proteins, they include no 
fillers, flavorings, preservatives, added hormones or 
antibiotics. The top sellers are chicken neck, salmon skin, 
duck neck and bully stick. Just don’t ask what the bully 
stick is made of!

2) Happy Howie’s Lamb Sausage
A quick and easy treat, whether it is the 4in sausages or 
the premium meat roll. With the premium meat roll you 
can slice off segments to serve incrementally, or shave 
some off with a grater for a great meal topper.

3) Rover’s Choice Small Marrow Bone Chew
Locally made here in Humboldt using upcycled products 
from the local grass-fed beef industry to make treats for 
dogs.

4) Polka Dog Bulk Cod Skin Jerky
Locally-sourced in the US, these cod skins are hand-rolled and slowly dehydrated to create a savory 
and healthy treat. Definitely a favorite for our store pets!

5) Whimzee Toothbrush Chews For Dogs
Made with all-natural ingredients, the vegetable-based 
texture will help remove plaque and tartar as pet’s chew. 
Gluten-free and vegetarian.



6) Kong Air Dog Squeaker Ball
Combines two classic dog toys — the tennis ball and 
the squeaker toy — to create the perfect fetch toy. 
Made with a special non-abrasive felt, compared to 
the abrasive material on normal tennis balls, so it’s 
easy on your dog’s teeth.

7) Chuckit! Ultra Fetch Balls-
 Made to be compatible with Chuckit launchers or 
just used by hand, these balls were developed to 
have high bounce, high buoyancy and high visibility. 
Durable, the Ultra Ball lasts longer than ordinary 
tennis balls.

8) Ducky Yeowww Stinkies
Quick and cutie little fishes stuffed with catnip for 
hours of fun for your cat!

9) Vee Enterprises Purrfect Leather Bouncer
Made in the US, these cat bouncers are very popular 
with our customers as well as Wally and Diego.

10) Cat Dancer Whisker Chaser
They’re fun to carry and fetch, they look a bit like a 
spider and your cat will go crazy for these tough little 
toys.





Want to learn more? 
Scan this QR Code to 

read this article and 
others on our blog!

(Sources linked online)

 Ranger of the month: 
Melissa

Every month, we honor one of our local customer pets with a section in the The Paw Print, a photo in 
our studio, and a spot on our Ranger of the Month in-store display. We want to share all the amazing 
pets that come into our store! Want your pet to be Ranger of the Month? Sign-up for our mailing list 

and look out for our monthly submission e-mail for more details!

(humboldtpetsupply.com/blog)

in the next issue of the paw print: 
new year, new beginnings

New pet tips, winter safety and more!

Melissa is 10 years old. She was found abandoned in Eureka and adopted from the 
Mckinleyville animal shelter on Christmas. She is sweet, funny and very smart. Her 

favorite activities are hanging out with her owners, sun-bathing on the deck, walking 
and swimming, and meeting other people and dogs. She loves couch pillows, being on the 
bed, and her leash. She also has amazing hearing–she knows when her owner turns into 
their street and waits by the door to greet her. She is the most loving dog they have ever 

had the great pleasure to adopt and love.



Stocking Stuffers Are Here!
We have some great deals on holiday gifts 

for your furry friends!

2 for $5, $10 and $15

Spend $15 and get a FREE stocking!

(while supplies last)

howl humor

Humboldt Pet Supply
your community resource 

for a healthy pet
Humboldt Pet Supply specializes in 
environmentally friendly & healthy pet 
products, as well as locally made artisan 
crafts. We strive to be more than just a 
pet supply! We hope you’ll visit us soon!

Get a FREE treat 
when you mention 

The Paw Print! 

Questions? Comments? Please email us!
thepawprint@humboldtpetsupply.com

1.

2.

3.

1. No. Poultry bones can break and splin-
ter easy, potentially causing choking or inter-
nal damage. 2. Other foods to avoid are choc-
olate, yeast dough, onions, raisins and grapes. 
3. No, cats can nibble on the material which 
can potentially cause severe internal damage.

What do cats 
love most about 

the holidays?

Christmas 
stalking

Are turkey 
bones safe 
for dogs?

 What other 
holiday foods are bad 

for pets? 

Is tinsel 
safe for cats 
to play with?

paw print power up

WANT TO WIN BIG?
Sign up for our weekly newsletter 

and you’ll be entered to win a $25 gift 
certificate in our monthly raffle! Plus 
you’ll get exlusive deals, pet product 

news, early content and more! Sign up 
today in-store or on our website!

wally wisdom

Dictated but not read 
by Wally, HPS Ranger & Shopcat
Got a question for Wally?  Email us!

thepawprint@humboldtpetsupply.com

There is a chill in the air and that can only 
mean it’s time to cuddle. I don’t know what it 
is about the cold, but it just makes me want 
to curl up right on a human’s lap or next to 
a heater. Having a best friend like Diego is 

also convenient too, since we can just form a 
big ball of warmth. Yea, we know we’re cute. 

Also, this year we have an additional member 
in the snuggle squad, Juniper. I don’t usually 
take to our other kitten roommates, but this 

one’s got something special about her. She 
really knows how to cat nap, and I like that. 
So, if you stop in the store you might find us 

sleeping the day away in a tuxedo cuddle 
puddle. May you find peace and cuddles this 

holiday season.


