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Summer Safety (part 3)

The Summer fun continues
Summer is going strong, and that means continued time outdoors—especially here in 
Humboldt. But as the summer sun continues to shed its light on our green county, it 
is important to keep a keen eye out for our furry friends’ safety. This issue, we present 
the last of our three-part summer series. Within these pages you will find important in-
formation to help you make the most out of summer while keeping the fun happy and 
healthy. As you can see, this month we’re going full-color as we focus on the highly dan-
gerous blue-green algae that will be making an appearance in lakes and rivers near you.

Deadly waters:  blue- green algae
As the conditions continue to heat up in our county, we tend to find ourselves loading up the 
hounds and heading for the water. While we want to enjoy every bit of the beauty that surrounds 
us, we also need to keep in mind the dangers lurking about. We, here at HPS, have gathered some 
information we would like to refresh in your minds in an attempt to keep our little friends safe!
 So, as it turns out, the blue-green algae we’ve come to know and fear is actual-
ly not algae at all, but bacteria now being called cyanobacteria. Single-celled, these organ-
isms obtain energy through photosynthesis and are able to produce oxygen. Their produc-
tion of oxygen causes the levels in lakes to frequently fluctuate, which can be harmful to 
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(continued)
 other organisms that need specific oxygen levels 
in the water. It is actually thought that cyanobac-
teria are responsible for the Great Oxygenation 
Event which introduced oxygen into our planet’s 
atmosphere! Unfortunately, in addition to produc-
ing oxygen, cyanobacteria also produce potentially 
deadly poisons known as cyanotoxins. When 
exposed to these toxins, organisms can become 
very sick and in many cases even die.

Though cyanobacteria can produce a variety of dangerous chemicals, two to be aware of are 
anatoxin-a and microcystins. Both of these can be dangerous for you or your pet. Microcystins 
are hepatotoxic, which means they cause damage to the liver, while anatoxin-a effects the nervous 
system. Of the two, anatoxin-a is less common, but exponentially more dangerous and can result 
in death within the hour. It’s no surprise that anatoxin-a is also known as Very Fast Death Factor. 
Below is a chart of symptoms:

Liver damage
• vomiting
• diarrhea
• bloody stool
• tarry stool
• seizure

Nervous system damage
• increased salivation
• tears
• skin discoloration
• muscle spasms
• respiratory paralysis 

Though potentially deadly, not all cyanobacteria produce toxins. Unfortunately, it is difficult to 
determine if a bloom is toxic by sight alone, therefore it is highly recommended that you simply 
do not allow your pets or children into water containing any floating algal blooms. Should your 
dog head into water you think may be contaminated, the recommended course of action is to 
wash the dog thoroughly in clean water and immediately seek veterinary guidance. Sadly, there 
is no known antidote for dogs that have ingested toxins from cyanobacteria, though immediate 
veterinary care may help.

Cyanobacteria usually grow in areas with calmer waters such as ponds, lakes, stagnant pools, 
and rivers. When the conditions are just right, cyanobacteria can reproduce at a very fast rate, 
forming large concentrated groups called blooms. Strong blooms can greatly reduce visibility 
for other organisms that rely on sight to find food or partners and increase the amount of toxins 
in the water to dangerous levels. Contributing factors for blooming conditions are rising water 
temperatures, low flows, animal and human waste as well as fertilizer runoff.

So, why was cyanobacteria once thought to be algae? Because it looks very similar of course! 
Being familiar with the difference between the two can help save the life of you and your pet! 
Regular algae is usually stringy or fibrous, resemble plants, and have a skunky odor. Cyanobacte-
ria looks more like slime or paint on water, and usually has a foul odor like petroleum. We have 
provided some photos on the right to help you identify some of the different types of cyanobac-
teria. 

Keeping these things in mind may save lives! So, we hope you have fun, be safe and enjoy the 
waters!



Examples of Cyanobacteria Found at Eel River

Photos above were taken as part of a 2015 Universioty of California Berkeley project to monitor Eel River 
cyanobacteria. For more information on the project please visit http://eelriverrecovery.org/algae.html.

Cyanobacteria can also look like green paint or floating grass clippings.



COMING SOON!

O.G. CATNIP

Locally-grown organic catnip. 
Hand-trimmed and dried in our store!



Wally on a diet!
We had a big surprise during Wally’s recent visit to Healing Spirit Animal Wellness Center. While going 
in for a tooth check-up, we were informed that Wally has packed on a few pounds and is very overweight. 
With the average weight for an adult American shorthair being 10-12 pounds, Wally weighed in at a whop-
ping 16 pounds. Up until this point, Wally was free-eating and pretty much ate whenever he felt like it. A 
notorious thief, Wally would frequently be caught with his paw in the treat jar, or attempting to break into 
food bags. Since then, he has been fed controlled portions of food and is now down a whole pound in the 
last three weeks! While all this took some time getting used to, his energy levels have now increased as he 
has lost weight and he has become more social! We’ll keep you posted as he continues his weight loss jour-
ney. And you can find out how Wally really feels about all of this in his Wally Wisdom on the back page!



 

grand prize winners

All July we asked you to submit photos of you and your pet on your outdoor adventures. We received 
many amazing photos of dogs and cats exploring the outdoors in the summer sun and it was really 
great to see where our customers like to take their pets for a day out. The grand prize for the raffle was 
a new Webmaster harness from Ruffwear, which went to winner Barbara Pitcher’s Max. Because we had 
so many entires, we decided to award two additional runner-up prizes of $25 gift cards to the store!

Runner-up winners

Summer Pet Adventure 
Raffle Winners



Want to learn more? 
Scan this QR Code to 

read this article and 
others on our blog!

(Sources linked online)

 Pet of the month: 
kayla mcgee

We’re reallly proud and excited to introduce our new Pet of the Month section. Every month, we will honor 
one of our local customer pets with a full-page in the The Paw Print, a photo in our studio, and a spot on our 

Pet of the Month in-store display. We want to share all the amazing pets that come into our store!
                 
Raised from birth as a fighting dog, Kayla was aban-
doned by her original owner when she contracted par-
vo and was left for dead at the Cutten Animal Health 
Center. Luckily, Kayla was able to be rehabilitated and 
put into foster care. An ad was taken out in the local 
newspaper where her current owners would find her. 
It was love at first sight upon meeting her, and she was 
brought home for the next twelve years. Now thirteen, 
Kayla has lived a happy life with her family and best 
boy Tallon. 

Armed with an adorable pitbull smile, it is easy to tell 
when she is happy. She is also quite the prankster and 
will hide behind bushes and lunge at unsuspecting 
friends.

Still a fighter, Kayla beat two cancerous growths in 
both her legs.

Favorite Toy: Jolly Pet’s Teaser Ball
Loves: Cod skins and No-Hide chews.

(humboldtpetsupply.com/blog)

in the next issue of the paw print: 
back to school

    Training tips for your pets!

Kayla at the beach with her favorite toy. The photo used to advertise Kayla for adoption.



 Mix and match ANY 
three (3) cans of dog or cat 
food and get one (1) FREE!

howl humor

Humboldt Pet Supply
your community resource 

for a healthy pet
Humboldt Pet Supply specializes in 
environmentally friendly & healthy pet 
products, as well as locally made artisan 
crafts. We strive to be more than just a 
pet supply! We hope you’ll visit us soon!

Get a FREE treat 
when you mention 

The Paw Print! 

Questions? Comments? Please email us!
thepawprint@humboldtpetsupply.com

1.

2.

3.

1. Merrick’s Texas Hold ‘Ems Lamb Lung Filets 2. No. Scientists 
now define blue-green algae as a type of bacteria because it is 
single-celled. 3. Yes.

wally wisdom

Dictated but not read 
by Wally, HPS Ranger & Shopcat
Got a question for Wally?  Email us!

thepawprint@humboldtpetsupply.com

As you may have heard, your HPS liege has let 
himself go a bit. But can you really blame me? 
Who could resist a snack or two being surround-
ed by all the tasty treats found in a pet supply 
store? You try keeping that beach body up while 
being surrounded by duck necks, freeze-dried 
treats, and lamb lung. But alas, I must abstain 
from eating at whim and only eat when the hu-
mans prepare me a meal (my idea, of course) 
And to tell you the truth, I feel great! I’ve already 
lost an entire pound (that’s four entire quar-
ter-pounds), and I can already feel the differ-
ence. I’m starting to feel as nimble as a kitten 
and I am finding myself out and about socializ-
ing with the local patrons. Maybe this diet isn’t 
so bad after all. Soon, I’ll be back to my former 
glory and once again be the shining beacon of 
Humboldt Pet Supply! 

Time for a 
joke 

about cats!

Just
kitten.

What is Wally’s 
favorite low-fat 

treat?

Is blue-green algae
actually algae?

Can dogs
look up?

paw print power up

WANT TO WIN BIG?
Sign up for our weekly newsletter 

and you’ll be entered to win a $25 gift 
certificate in our monthly raffle! Plus 
you’ll get exlusive deals, pet product 

news, early content and more! Sign up 
today in-store or on our website!


