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The new year is officially in full swing and we find ourselves busy with all 
the new projects and events we have planned. We’re excited to be celebrat-
ing National Pet Dental Health Month, and have some really good deals 
planned for the occasion. We have also been busy preparing for our up-
coming Pawsitively in Love fundraising event! At this love-themed par-
ty, give your pet a smooch in our “spaghetti dinner” photo booth! Beyond 
that, we have some new products and services that we will announce soon. 
We hope everyone has a great month, and see you at Pawsitively in Love!

Bad mouth hygiene and dental disease are such major problems that we have 
an entire awareness month dedicated to them! Dental problems range from 
bad breath to life-threatening diseases. The best time to get started improving 
your pet’s dental health was yesterday, but the next best time is today. Here are 
some tips regarding pet dental health to help you keep your pet’s mouth healthy.

Pet dental care tips

National Pet Dental Health Month



Brush Their Teeth 
It may seem like obvious advice, but many pet owners let this chore slide, resulting in 
expensive vet visits where dental treatment can cost hundreds of dollars. Consistent 
tooth brushing is the single most effective way to prevent serious dental problems. 
Daily brushing is highly suggested by vets, but even just a few times a week will go a 
long way in maintaining your pet’s dental health. If your pet is not used to having their 
teeth brushed, it may take some time to train them to be comfortable with the activity, 
but consistent brushing can turn a bothersome ordeal into a bonding experience. One 
last note is to find the right toothpaste for your pet. DO NOT use human toothpaste, 
which may contain harmful ingredients, to brush your pet’s teeth. Use pet-specific 
toothpastes, many of which come in flavors that are more appealing to pets. Try to find 
one your pet likes in order to make brushing an enjoyable event. 

Visit The Vet 
Of course, by the time your pet starts experiencing dental issues, a vet visit will be in 
order. However, preemptive visits will save you a lot of money, effort and pain (for both 
you and your pet) in the long run. Vet visits often result in unexpected expenses, but 
that is nothing compared to how the sky-high costs of emergency visits or complicated 
but preventable procedures.

Get Them Chewing 
So you have brushing down. What else can you do to help your pet maintain good 
dental hygiene? This next part is a lot more fun for your pet, because it involves chew 
toys. Gnawing on toys or treats with abrasive surfaces can help clean teeth and gums. 
As far as treats go, raw bones, bully sticks and vegetable-based dental chews all get the 
job done. A study conducted by Rutgers University showed that there was a 50 to 80 
percent reduction in bacteria when using one of the aforementioned treats. For cats, try 
some duck, chicken or turkey necks. Toys with rough, bumpy surfaces will also do the 
trick, such as rope toys or toys with bristles. None of these are a substitute for brushing, 
but can be a great way to supplement your pet’s tooth care. I’m sure they won’t com-
plain about the treats!

Kibble Does Not Clean Teeth 
While we’re talking about chewing, it is a common misconception that the roughness 
of kibble also helps scrape and clean your pet’s teeth. In actuality, the opposite is true! 
For one, cats tend to not chew kibble, rather swallow them whole, so there’s little tooth 
contact. Second, kibble tends to be made out of a significant amount of carbohydrates, 
like grains such as rice and wheat—materials that stick to the teeth—and, unless 
abrased, will remain stuck on your pet’s teeth. For dogs, these food remnants promote 
bacteria, plaque and eventually tartar accumulation, which can lead to some more 
serious dental diseases. While many pet owners cannot avoid feeding their pets kibble, 
taking the aforementioned active steps in cleaning your pet’s teeth can help maintain a 
happy, healthy mouth.



product spotlight
Butcher’s Block

We have some fantastic new treats coming from Butcher’s Block. Butcher Block is nota-
ble for their annual certification under the Global Food Safety Initiative.That means that 
Butcher Block’s treats are measured to human food grade standards. Their entire product 
cycle is contained within their own facility. Their products even have a 24 month shelf life!

Know What To Look For 
Here are some signs that your pet may have dental issues. First off, check their breath. 
Of course, your dog or cat’s breath probably won’t smell like roses, but an obviously bad 
smell may indicate that your pet has dental problems. Your pets’ gums can also give clear 
signs of problems. Swollen, bleeding or receding gums are a strong indicator that there is 
something wrong. Next, check the teeth. Yellow or darker teeth are not good, especially 
if you notice a lot of tartar buildup. If you notice any cracks, looseness or developing ab-
scesses, it’s time to see the vet. Lastly, if your pet’s eating habits suddenly change, it may 
be an indication that there is a problem with their mouth. If you notice them chewing 
their food differently, or losing weight from not eating as much, a vet visit is in order.

Darford Grain-Free Bulk Treats
We have a slew of new grain-free treats from Darford. 

Check out our brand new display with all the bulk treats 

a dog could want! These treats are made with awesome 

ingredients including sweet potatoes, carrots, cranber-

ries, and blueberries to bring you a treat that is rich in 

antioxidants and vitamins and is gluten free as well.



Winter pet photo raffle
We asked you all to show us what you and your pet were up to this winter season and you 
delivered! We love seeing pets having fun outdoors and we love seeing all the different 
places your pet likes to hang out at, even if it is just at home. Here are some of our favorites 
from this photo event—but that doesn't mean we didn't love them all! Stay tuned for fu-

ture raffles and more chances to win awesome prizes. Until then, see you outdoors!



Now available on amazon
We are excited to announce that our OG Catnip is now available to purchase on Am-
azon! It's now easier than ever to send this great cat treat to that furry friend of 
yours that may not live nearby, or order home delivery of two ounces of the dank-
est catnip for your cat! Our OG Catnip is grown locally and organically here in Hum-
boldt at Shakefork Community Farm, and is dried and hand-trimmed here in our 
shop. Included in each container is a sticker that features a bit of kitty wisdom.



 Ranger of the month: 
pudge

Every month, we honor one of our local customer pets with a section in the The Paw Print, 
a photo in our studio, and a spot on our Ranger of the Month in-store display. We want to 

share all the amazing pets that come into our store!

Age:
4 1/2 years old, but still acts like a 

big overgrown puppy

Favorite Toy:
He loves tossing around his Tuffy 

squeaky toys and chewing on 
sticks. 

Favorite Treats:
Anything by Rover's Choice—he 
especially loves to gnaw on the 

knuckle bones!

Favorite Activities:
Running around with other doggie 
friends at the beach, wrestling with 

his best friend Ender and snug-
gling up under the covers at the 

end of the night

Favorite Things:
FOOD is always number one in 
his life! He will do anything for 

a chance to nibble on something 
tasty. After food, he loves nothing 
more than to cuddle on the couch 

resting his big meathead on his 
human's lap.

Amazing Facts: 
Pudge only has one mode: happy. 
His tail never ever stops wagging, 

so look out for your knees!

Want to learn more? 
Scan this QR Code to 

read this article and 
others on our blog!

(Sources linked online)

(humboldtpetsupply.com/blog)

in the next issue of the paw print: 
luck of the paw

Let's see how lucky your pet is!





20% OFF

Grain-Free Treats

howl humor

Humboldt Pet Supply
your community resource 

for a healthy pet
Humboldt Pet Supply specializes in 
environmentally friendly & healthy pet 
products, as well as locally made artisan 
crafts. We strive to be more than just a 
pet supply! We hope you’ll visit us soon!

Get a FREE treat 
when you mention 

The Paw Print! 

Questions? Comments? Please email us!
thepawprint@humboldtpetsupply.com

How is a 
toothless dog 

like a tree?

It has
more bark
than bite!

paw print power upwally wisdom

Dictated but not read 
by Wally, HPS Ranger & Shopcat
Got a question for Wally?  Email us!

thepawprint@humboldtpetsupply.com

Something you may not know about me 
is that I love getting my teeth brushed. 
It’s actually one of my favorite things. I 
get to just lay back as I get petted and 
get a mouth massage from a toothbrush. 
I like to close my eyes, relax and think 
of happy thoughts, like breaking into a 
big bag of kibble. Just imagining it now 
makes me want to go have my teeth 
cleaned; it’s such a relaxing time. Well 
anyway, if you see me in the store, you 
might notice I have been in high spirits. 
Maybe it’s the weather, maybe it’s the 
tooth brushing, maybe it’s the kibble bags. 

Buy any pet toothpaste, 
and get a FREE double-ended 
toothbrush from Groomer’s 

Choice 
+ 

Buy one, get one 50% OFF
dental products

1.

2.

3.

1. Regularly brushing your pet’s teeth will go 
a long way in fighting dental disease. 2. Den-
tal treats are abrasive and have ingredients to 
help clean teeth. 3.  Gels and foams with in-
gredients like chlorophyll and spearmint help 
break down plaque and tartar and freshen breath.

What’s the
best way to
fight dental 

disease?
 How do dental treats
help your pet’s teeth?

What is an
alternative 
to brushing 
and dental 

treats?


