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Summer Safety (part 2)

The summer fun continues
Summer is near, and that means plenty of time spent outdoors, especially here in Humboldt. 
But as the summer sun sheds its light on our green county, it is important to keep a keen eye 
out for our furry friends’ safety. Every summer, The Paw Print presents a three-part series of 
issues to help you make the most out of summer while keeping the fun happy and healthy. 
This month we’re focusing on the heat, and ways to make sure your pet stays cool in the sun. 

Another summer, another tick season
The experience is all too common: You come home from a good day’s frolic outdoors 
and just as you’re about to sit down and relax with your pooch, you notice a small 
bulbous spot on your dog. An olive stuck in the dog’s fur, perhaps? Then you think, 
“Wait a minute—my dog doesn’t drink martinis!” And that’s when you notice the tiny 
legs. If you managed not to scream and run away in horror then you probably re-
alized it was a tick, and it is currently feasting on your pet. Summer is the season of 
the tick, and very new year is projected to have an explosion in tick populations due 
to climate change. Here’s some info to help you stay vigilant against the tick menace.

(continued on next page)

in this issue: 
Ticks, water safety, product 

spotlight, wally wisdom & more!



(continued)
Ticks are ectoparasites, which means, like 
fleas, they live on the outside of a host. 
All ticks attach to their hosts by inserting 
their mouths into the skin, and once at-
tached, feed on tasty blood. Ticks are he-
matophages so they must consume blood 
to survive and, depending on the species 
of tick, are actually capable of surviving 
up to two years without eating. Ticks lo-
cate hosts by detecting an animal’s breath 
or body odor, or by sensing body move-
ments, heat or vibrations. They can lie in 
wait for years until they have access to a 
host body. 

There are a number of different tick species, spread throughout various regions of the United States. 
While all species of tick can spread disease to humans and animals, the most well-known species is the 
blacklegged tick or deer tick, which can transmit Lyme disease. Lyme disease is caused by the transmis-
sion of the bacteria Borrelia burgdorferi from tick bite to host. Symptoms in cats and dogs include swell-
ing and painful inflammation of the joints, lethargy and lameness. Antibiotics are usually prescribed to 
rid the animal’s body of the bacteria, but joint pain and inflammation can persist even after the disease 
has been eradicated. For dogs and cats that live in areas with high rates of Lyme disease, vaccinating 
against the disease is highly recommended; an initial shot is given followed by a booster two to four 
weeks later.

The best way to fight ticks is to be prepared for them. Preventative measures such as tick-repelling 
medication or topical solutions like creams, sprays and shampoo go a long way to keep you and your pet 
safe. Protective outerwear will also increase your chances of thwarting those pesky parasites. If a partic-
ularly zealous tick manages to score against your pet, it is important to remove it as quickly as possible, 
as removing before 24 hours will greatly reduce the risk of Lyme disease. Tick keys make tick-removal 
incredibly easy, and can even be attached to your dog’s collar ring for convenience. Vigilance is key, so 
check your dog’s fur, ears, and other nooks and crannies. 

If you do find and remove ticks from your pets, you can take them to the Humboldt County Department 
of Health and Human Services for testing. It’s a $40 fee; you simply remove the tick from your pet, place 
the tick in a container or Ziplock bag with a wet paper towel or cotton ball to keep the tick from drying 
out, take it to the department of health located in Eureka and they will test the tick for Lyme disease.
And of course, here at HPS, we have you covered—find everything you need to amp up your tick-fight-
ing arsenal. Come on in and get ready for summer fun!

 



new products 
spotlight

Tucker's Raw Carnibar 
Dehydrated Food for Dogs

Pioneer Pet Tiger Diner for Cats 

For all you backpackers, campers and 
hikers out there, Tucker’s Carnibars are 
the perfect solution to feeding your pet 
on the go! This small bar is a complete 
meal in a convenient dehydrated raw 
bar. Just one of these bars serves as a day’s 
supply of nutrition and energy for you 
pup when you’re hitting the trails. The 
Carnibars come in four different vari-
eties—all of which include pumpkin—
and can be fed right out of the package or 

rehydrated. They’re formulated for all life stages, and instructions are simple: just feed one 
package per 25 lbs of dog divided into multiple feedings throughout the day. This is a great 
way to hit the outdoors with your dog without having to worry about carrying cans or kibble.

Do you have a fat cat? How about a 
bored or lazy cat that doesn’t seem to 
have motivation for anything other 
than sleep? Here at Humboldt Pet 
Supply we know a thing or two about 
those types of cats — Wally *cough 
cough* so we’re excited to have a find 
a slow feeder bowl that makes your 
cat work for its food and helps with 
mental and physical stimulation. The 
Pioneer Pet Tiger Diner food dish is 
perfect for the bored and overweight 
cat in you life. First and foremost this 
bowl slows down your cats eating, which helps with better digestion, and helps the food 
last longer so your cats not looking for more two minutes after its finished its dinner. 
Second, this bowl gives your cat a challenge and makes them work for their supper. In 
the wild, cats have to work and hunt very hard to catch their food, so this bowl works 
with a cat’s natural hunting instincts and appeals to their love of the chase. Thirdly, the 
more they have to work for their food the more stimulated they will be, and the more 
stimulated they are the more energy and calories they burn off. This bowl is a win-win 
for for everybody involved, so come on by and check it out. 



Summer Splash Party Re-cap
Our new summer event was a blast! We had so many great dogs come and take a dip in 

our pools as their humans played some games for prizes! Thank you all for coming!



Introducing THree new 
Acana Heritage lines!

     feast                  paleo                   puppy

More photos on our facebook!



 
Wet and wagging: 

staying safe around water
Water wisdom

Though many canines excel at the doggy paddle, some breeds are at a disadvantage when 
it comes to swimming. Breeds with short snouts that have hard time breathing or those 
with short limbs will not be as adept at swimming. If your dog wants to share in the wet 
fun, a float coat or life vest will go a long way in keeping them buoyant. Of course, after all 
that swimming your dog is bound to be thirsty, so bring some clean water for him or her 
in a portable bowl so your pet won’t be tempted to drink sea water or stagnant river water. 

Sand Safety
If you’re heading to the beach, feel out the ground before you let your dog get too far into 
burning sand. Here in Humboldt, coastal sands don’t tend to get hot very often, but inland 
river shores can heat up and burn your pet’s paws. Applying topical wax to your pet’s foot 
can help mediate the heat, but it shouldn’t be relied on for complete protection against 
scorching grounds. If you know you will be on hot ground for an extended period of time, 
bring a towel or blanket and something to shade the area where your pet will be sitting.

Boating basics
If you and your pet are going to hitting deeper waters, have a contingency plan if your pup 
goes overboard. Being prepared will help you get your dog back onboard as quickly and 
safely as possible. Keep in mind that the weight of a dog increases when they are soaked, 
which may make it more difficult to lift larger dogs. If boating will be a new experience for 
your dog, make sure to acclimate them by gradually introducing them to life on the waves 
before planning long outings.

River Reminders
Locals know that Humboldt harbors a plethora of breathtaking river spots to enjoy with 
your pet. While there, be wary of the water’s speed as well as your dog’s energy levels. 
Swimming through currents requires much more effort than a still body of water like a 
pool so it is easy to overestimate your dog’s capability to swim against the current after a 
long day of water play. Also be on the lookout for rocky river areas where snakes may be 
hiding and stagnant pools of water that may contain harmful bacteria. Blue-green algae 
becomes a major problem in late summer but, due to the changing climate, may become 
more active earlier this year. We’ll be covering blue algae more in-depth next issue, so stay 
tuned!



Want to learn more? 
Scan this QR Code to 

read this article and 
others on our blog!

(Sources linked online)

(humboldtpetsupply.com/blog)

in the next issue of the paw print: 
Cyanobacteria Safety

The summer fun continues!

 Ranger of the month: 
Chief

Every month, we honor one of our local customer pets with a section in the The Paw Print, 
a photo in our studio, and a spot on our Ranger of the Month in-store display. We want to 

share all the amazing pets that come into our store!

Age: 
5 years young.

Favorite toy: 
Anything squeaky and balls for 

playing “keep away”.

Favorite Treat: 
Kong filled with peanut butter.

Favorite Activities: 
Running free on the beach, snug-
gling in bed with his mama and 
papa and adventuring outdoors 

with his family.

5. Favorite Things: 
His blanket, toys, and his feline 

sister Khiya.

Amazing Facts: 
Chief has learned to enjoy tanger-
ines, cherries and oysters. He also 
must have a blanket over his head 

in order to go to sleep. 



ALL juLY
 Get a FREE HPS tick key when 
you spend $20 or more on flea 

and tick products.

Buy ANY Ruffwear water toy
and get a second toy

of a different brand 50% OFF!

howl humor

Humboldt Pet Supply specializes in 
environmentally friendly & healthy pet 
products, as well as locally made artisan 
crafts. We strive to be more than just a 
pet supply! We hope you’ll visit us soon!

Get a FREE treat 
when you mention 

The Paw Print! 

Questions? Comments? Please email us!
thepawprint@humboldtpetsupply.com

1.

2.

3.

1. The most well-known species is the blacklegged 
tick or deer tick 2. Symptoms include swelling 
and painful inflammation of the joints, lethargy 
and lameness. 3.  Hot sand that can burn paws.

Why are 
dalmatians 
terrible at

hide-n-seek?

They are 
always 

spotted!

What well-
known tick spe-

cies transmits
Lyme disease?

What are some 
symptoms of Lyme 

disease in pets? 

What should 
you look out 

for when 
playing at the 

beach?

paw print power up

WANT TO WIN BIG?
Sign up for our weekly newsletter and you’ll 
be entered to win a $25 gift certificate in our 
monthly raffle! Plus you’ll get exlusive deals, 
pet product news, early content and more! 
Sign up today in-store or on our website!

wally wisdom

Dictated but not read 
by Wally, HPS Ranger & Shopcat
Got a question for Wally?  Email us!

thepawprint@humboldtpetsupply.com

Greetings, from our lovely vacation! Diego 
and I have taken some time off to just live 
the housecat life for a while. Being the shin-
ing beacon of Humboldt Pet Supply is fun 
and all, but it’s been a while since I’ve been 
able to just kick back with no responsibil-
ities. And you know what? It’s doing won-
ders for me! I’ve been in a great mood and 
have been finding myself doing all these 
cute cat things like cuddling and meowing 
and playing. I’ve even slimmed down con-
siderably since I don’t have the temptation 
of those delicious kibble bags laying around. 
Diego’s been great too. He’s having a blast 
hanging out with the other cats here. Well, 
just wanted to check in, and maybe we’ll 
be back soon to resume our shopcat duties. 
Hopefully not too soon, though! Meow!


