
Guiding Questions for Your Q&A with Vadim Malinovsky
The State Hermitage Museum

● By the time of Catherine the Great death in 1796, she had accumulated a 
monumental four thousand paintings that remain the core of the Hermitage, 
one of the greatest museums in the world. How do you think what was 
Catherine's primary motivation for collecting art?

● The restorers of the Hermitage museum adhere to the idea that a work of art 
must be minimum cleaned, considering that even the traces of the 19th 
century on the works of the 16th century are also marks of the history. How far 
should restorers go in their work?

● After looking at the breathtaking interiors of the Winter Palace and the 
Hermitage museum, knowing that in 2013 the works of impressionists and 
post-impressionists were moved from the Hermitage museum to the new 
building with white-cube rooms, what do you think about displaying 
contemporary art in the interior of the 19th century? Some examples on the 
next page:
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← Jan Fabre: Knight of Despair — 
Warrior of Beauty. 2016-2017

Louise Bourgeois’s sculpture in the                   →  
department of the Art of Ancient Greece and Rome.  
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Vadim’s Recommended Follow Up Content for: 
The State Hermitage

Books
● My Hermitage: How the Hermitage Survived Tsars, Wars, and Revolutions to 

Become the Greatest Museum in the World by Dr. Mikhail Borisovich 
Piotrovsky

○ https://www.amazon.com/My-Hermitage-Survived-Revolutions-Greatest/
dp/0847843785 This book is written by the Hermitage's director and 
describes the history of the museum and the art acquisitions. Lots of 
beautiful photos in color.

● The Hermitage: The Biography of a Great Museum by Geraldine Norman 
○ https://www.amazon.com/Hermitage-Biography-Great-Museum/dp/0880

641908 A well-written book about the history of the development of the 
museum with a historical background. 

● The Girl from the Hermitage by Molly Gartland 
○ https://www.amazon.com/Girl-Hermitage-Molly-Gartland/dp/1785631888 

A historical fiction book about art and multi-generational family, set in 
the waning years of the Soviet Union and transition to Vladimir Putin’s 
Russia. 
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Vadim’s Recommended Follow Up Content for: 
The State Hermitage

Videos
● https://youtu.be/PECz8C7m_Yo Russian Ark (2002) A 19th century French 

aristocrat, notorious for his scathing memoirs about life in Russia, travels 
through the Russian State Hermitage Museum and encounters historical 
figures from the last 200+ years. The entire 96-minute-long trek through 
Russia’s past is composed of a single, uninterrupted shot. 

● https://youtu.be/49YeFsx1rIw Experience a 5 hr 19 min 28 sec cinematic 
journey through one of the world’s biggest museums in St. Petersburg, Russia. 
Take in 45 galleries, 588 masterpieces, and live performances, shot in 4K on 
iPhone 11 Pro in one continuous take. Beautifully shot and very meditative! 

● https://youtu.be/MHpNqFesi3Q  Look at her face (1966) A 10-minute video 
filmed in 1966 showing the visitors of the Hermitage Museum looking at the 
painting by Leonardo da Vinci “Madonna Litta”.  
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