
Virginia Beach Garden Club                                                                     Attendance:  Active members 45    
General Membership Meeting 
Wednesday, October 20, 2021 
Brock Environmental Center 

 
President, Latane Brown called the meeting to order at 10:40 am.  Maria Hillebrandt delivered the 
Collect. The September meeting minutes were approved as written.  

Officer and Committee Reports 
-Vice President, Katherine Richardson welcomed everyone to the Brock Environmental Center and 
noted it is the most sustainable building in Virginia. She gave a short introduction and highlighted the 
morning’s schedule, including a visit to see our most recent project in the classroom, the Living 
Green Wall. Katherine then shared details for the November joint meeting at the Cavalier Yacht Club 
with GCV President, Missy Buckingham. She went on to thank Demaris Yearick and those helping 
with November’s meeting, and asked members to come prepared to shop at the Holiday Market. 
Latane expanded on the Holiday Market adding that Demaris, Molly Rueger, and Lynda Briggs would 
be selling their garden art and oyster creations. All of the proceeds from the sales go directly to 
the VBGC, so let’s make money for our Club. 
 
-Treasurer, Emily Mills- In Emily’s absence, Latane reported the Treasurer’s account balance as of 
September 31 is $39,550.72. The Assistant Treasurer’s account balance as of September 31 is 
$40.537.76. 

-Slate for Admissions Committee, Lou Flowers presented the slate as proposed by the Nominations 
Committee: Joan Stumborg (Past Chair, Advisor); Allison McDuffie (Chair); Jane Booth, Weegee 
Mantz, and Michelle Adams.  Audrey Parrott made a motion to approve the slate as presented and 
motion was carried by a show of hands. 

-Conservation, Susan Gill gave us a quick review of her Green Tips that were posted in the recent 
GC. The 10 Tips are in-keeping with today’s program and are simple initiatives we can all take part 
in to help Save the Bay.  

The 2021 GCA Conservation Studies Conference will take place November 17th. The topic will be 
“Saving Salmon”. Susan pointed out that this is the same morning as our GCV joint meeting; however, 
there are still opportunities to participate in the conference. Go to the GCA website to register and it is 
virtual and free this year.  

Susan explained how a new App works, called RAOG- Random Acts Of Green. Users can earn points 
that add up to purchase merchandise and other rewards as you build on “green” practices.  

Her final note:  A Nature Walk is scheduled for Tuesday, October 26th at 10:30 am. Meet at First 
Landing State Park, Shore Drive entrance. Contact Susan to let her know you will join. 

-FFF, Lee Trant and Holli Wachtmeister- Latane thanked all the members who worked hard for this 
year’s sale. It was a tremendous success with 970 flats sold. Lee was excited to share that we 
brought in a total of $8,000. She further recognized Joan Berlin and Beth Munford for their 
organization to make it a seamless process. Holli mentioned it was especially helpful that members 
picked up orders for their customers which made everything run smoothly. Beth added a final note 
that the FFF team was more than pleased they finished by 2:09 pm. The flowers looked amazing, and 
the ruffled pansy variety was specifically grown for our Club’s sale and not available at the local 
nurseries. 



• James Farmer Event, Lelia Graham Webb informed us that JF is coming March 30-31. She 
thanked Lou Flowers who will host the cocktail party at her home to kick off the event.  

• Workshop, Donna Haycox gave details for the workshop with Mary Toth from the Norfolk 
Botanical Gardens. It will take place at the PACC on Wednesday, December 1st at 10:00 am. 
Mary will be cutting the greens from NBG and supplying all materials to make a festive 
holiday outdoor arrangement. Members have the option to use their own container, or to 
use the 18” containers provided. The cost is $55. Donna explained that sign ups will be 
online and to expect an email from the NBG to register and for payment. There are only 20 
spots available. 

• Latane notified members in Demaris Yearick’s absence that the Council of Garden Clubs will 
host a floral demonstration at Central Library with popular designer Isha Foss. The program 
date is November 10th at 10:00 am. Tickets are $15 and contact Latane for more 
information. 

Announcements 

-Latane shared news that Sandra Baylor’s turkey arranging video is “going viral” again and will 
appear on the GCA website’s program landing page.  

-Joan Wagner urged members to RSVP on the website whether attending or not. Also, if you do 
not receive an email immediately following the sign-up process, then you did not fully register. The 
November meeting has an earlier deadline of the 4th as it will be our joint meeting with the other 
clubs, so we want to be prompt. We will be using the website more and more for replies to events, 
such as James Farmer. 

-Jane Booth let everyone know that she has additional bulbs. They’re not the jumbo, showy Dutch 
bulbs, but they’re available first come, first serve. The cost is $18 each. She also listed the names of 
members who have orders ready for pick up.  

Latane turned the meeting over to Katherine for introductions before a tour of the building and a special 
viewing of our Living Green Wall. 

Meeting adjourned at 11:05 am. 

 

Recording Secretary, 

Kate Michaels 

 


