
                 Attendance:  Active members 53    Associates 6 

The Virginia Beach Garden Club 

General Membership Meeting 

Tuesday, November 17, 2020 

Princess Anne Country Club 

President Latane Brown called the meeting to order at 10:35 AM and remarked that this was our first 
zoom-only meeting. Mary Denny delivered the Collect. The October meeting minutes were approved as 
written. 

Officer and Committee Reports 

-Vice President, Katherine Richardson thanked members for being flexible with the ever-changing 
schedule. The December Holiday Coffee has been canceled due to the current restrictions. January 
will be a zoom-only meeting with our original program and no lunch. 

-Treasurer’s Report- Latane read the Treasurer’s report for Emily Mills and Meredith Rutter: The 
Treasurer’s balance is $33,521.90. The Assistant Treasurer’s is $29,287.68. 

In January, they will report the final numbers from the FFF.  We now have credit cards associated with 
both Treasurer and Asst. Treasurer accounts. Members are asked to let Emily or Meredith know if they 
have any registration fees or expenses that need to be paid directly by the Club with these cards rather 
than having to reimburse them. The ability to pay dues online is the next step, stay tuned. 

-Corresponding Secretary, Audrey Parrott- Latane recognized Audrey for her work on the Ground 
Cover adding that this has been the main way we have communicated and shared much of our news 
during this unusual year.  

-Nominating Committee, Lou Flowers announced the slate for approval to serve on this year’s 
Admissions Committee. The motion was made and approved by a show of hands. The Admissions 
Committee for 2020-21 are as follows: Dee Oliver, Advisor; Joan Stumborg, Chair; Martha 
Goodman, Jennie Ware, and Donna Haycox. 

VBGC Fund- Latane reported the balance which is currently $109,945.00. She informed us that 
members who are interested in giving to the VBGC Fund can either do so on our website or send 
checks to Sally Kitchin. Sally will tell us more about the VBGC Fund in January. 

-Conservation, Susan Gill- Latane shared Susan’s invitation to join her for a nature walk in First 
Landing State Park this Friday, November 20th at 10 AM. This will be an hour-long, socially distanced 
hike in the fresh air to identify as many plant and animal species along the trails. Members who are 
interested should contact Susan so that she will know who to wait for.  The meeting place will be the 
Visitor’s Center on the Shore Drive Entrance to the park. 

-Bulb Sale, Jane Booth- Latane shared the exciting news that all of Jane’s bulbs have sold. She 
thanked Jane for the great job and for her significant contributions to the FFF. 

-HGW, Alice Koziol and Lee Trant- Alice thanked co-chair, Lee Trant for her enthusiasm and 
assistance in all aspects of planning this year. She maintains that the PAGC is doing a great job, and 
while this year’s Tour is different from years past, it will be happening. She also thanked the 25 members 
who all said “yes” to help on the various committees and then proceeded to share some of the history of 
this 88-year tradition. There are 48 garden clubs in the state of Virginia that will participate in this 



89th year of the Tour, and over 50 designated sites that have been the recipients of the proceeds. 
Alice then presented the poster of the 6 homes located in Birdneck Point, 5 of which are on the water. 
She gave credit to Lee for her idea that would help ensure the safety of those who will be arranging 
flowers, which is: Pictures will be taken of each home and location that will need an arrangement, 
then the containers and flowers will be delivered to each member for their assigned areas. Alice 
further noted that logistics of the Tour have been carefully thought through. There will be timed and 
“touchless” tickets to avoid crowds, no trolleys or shuttles, and no vendors, hospitality, or visitors 
allowed upstairs in homes. An outdoor Tour is also still a possibility. She announced the date of the 
Tour will be the week of April 17- 24, 2021. Alice then acknowledged Allison McDuffie’s outstanding 
role in securing sponsors and advertisers and that she has received accolades from the GCV for all of 
her efforts. Additionally, we were informed that Guide books will be delivered to Emily Mills and that 
each member should expect to receive a very special GCV magazine. This edition will highlight the 
Tour’s sponsors and advertisers from not only this year but last, who supported HGW but did not 
get the recognition due to cancelation. Lastly, Alice thanked Leslie Baker for agreeing to be Head 
Flower Arranger for our Club and that members should contact Leslie directly if interested in 
arranging. We are looking forward to a great Tour. 

New Business 

Before discussing new business, Latane thanked Nancy Freeman, Beth Munford, and Joan Wagner 
for delivering today’s lunches. 

-Board of Governor’s Meeting Zone VII- Latane went on to share that she, Molly Ill, and Dana Parker 
attended the BOG meeting at the Hermitage Museum on November 2nd. The VBGC was honored 
for receiving the Common Wealth Award. Latane touched upon the fact that it was a nice meeting and 
reception despite there was not the usual fanfare this year. 

-GCV Common Wealth Award- Latane also apprised members that she, Lou Flowers, Audrey 
Parrott, Kay Shifflet, and Demaris Yearick delivered the check to the Brock Environmental Center. 
While the center was closed on that particular day, they were able to hand over the $8500 check and 
walk around the grounds. We were also informed that construction will be finished at the end of this 
year, and the students will be able to use the classrooms in early 2021. Even with the ongoing 
pandemic, they will be able to accommodate classes with the appropriate safe distancing guidelines. 

-GCA Zone VII “Nurture” Virtual Flower Show- Opening night is this Thursday, November 19th from 
5-6 PM. It is not too late to attend, just go to the link in this month’s Ground Cover to RSVP. 
Participants from our Club include: Lee Trant- Floral Design; Jane Booth- Horticulture and Chair of 
Botanical design; Connie Owen- photography, and Nancy Freeman and Kay Shiflett are on the 
special awards judging panel. 

-Horticulture, Connie Owen- Latane relayed that Connie Owen has worked very hard on Horticulture 
and if any members did a Pot-et-fleur or would like to do one to share in the Ground Cover, please 
send it to Audrey or Connie. Also, if anyone has ideas for how to conduct Horticulture virtually, 
members were asked to please let Connie or Latane know. 

Announcements- Latane asked that we send well-wishes to Betty Miles who has undergone double 
knee replacement surgery. Special thoughts and prayers were expressed to Joan Stumborg for the 
loss of her mother, Alleen Hull this past week. 

At the conclusion of our meeting, the camera was turned to see the skeleton crew in the room at the 
PACC. Maria Hillebrandt then took a picture of all of our VBGC Club members zooming for posterity. 



Meeting adjourned at 11 AM and we enjoyed the program with Jordan Lee, owner and designer of 
Wisps of Willow. 

Kate Michaels 

Recording Secretary 

 


