
Virginia Beach Garden Club                                        Attendance:  Active Members 52   Associates 5 
General Membership Meeting 
Wednesday, September 15, 2021 
Princess Anne Country Club 
 
President, Latane Brown called the meeting to order at 10:35am. She welcomed us to our first 
meeting as we start this garden club “Year of Engagement.” Tessa Davis read the Collect and the 
May meeting minutes were approved as written. Latane proceeded to welcome new members Sara 
Catherine Kibler and Kristen Randolph, and Junior Club Representative, Sara Froehler. A final word 
of thanks was given to all members who worked so hard over the Summer:  Tessa Davis - Yearbook; 
Katherine Richardson - Programs; Joan Berlin and Beth Munford - Pansies; Sally Kitchin - VBGC 
Fund; Meredith Rutter and Emily Mills - Treasurers; Maria Hillebrandt - Videographer.  

Officer and Committee Reports 
-Vice President, Katherine Richardson expressed her excitement for the year ahead filled with 
interesting and relevant speakers and programs meant to “engage” our members. She went on to 
give the line-up of programs on the calendar.  

-Treasurer, Emily Mills reported the Treasurer’s Balance as of 8/31/21 is $40,668.12. The Assistant 
Treasurer’s balance as of 8/31/21 is $37,084.91. She informed members that the Club’s new Fiscal 
Year is July 1- June 30th. Emily added that anyone who would like to read the entire report, including 
the Finance Committee’s report can find it on Nancy’s table. 

-Conservation, Susan Gill read a thank you letter from this past year’s Nature Camper. She gave 
details for the GCA Virtual Zone VII meeting next week which is open and free of charge to all Zone 
VII members. Visit and sign up on the GCA website if interested. She gave a brief conservation tip in 
keeping with today’s program citing several flowers to plant that help bees make it through the 
winter. Susan added she plans to have a Nature Walk this coming Monday, September 20th at 10:30 
am. Meet her at the entrance of 64th Street at First Landing State Park if you wish to join. Her final 
announcement was for the Commonwealth Award nominees which were: 1) A Trail to the River at 
Fort Christanna, Lawrenceville - The Brunswick Garden Club, Lawrenceville; 2) Jill’s Garden- Union 
Mission Women and Children’s Shelter, Norfolk - Harborfront Garden Club, Norfolk. A vote was taken 
by a show of hands and the Norfolk Club was unanimous. 

-Horticulture, Connie Owen thanked all members who participated last year and thanked today’s 
judges, Kay Shiflett and Nancy Freeman. She asked that members look at all of the beautiful 
specimens on her table before leaving. One important note was to be sure to sign up for the Shirley 
Meniece Virtual Conference which is free and open to the public this year. They have worked hard to 
put together some very special programs for members to choose from. A final note was made to visit 
Lynda Strickler’s garden if anyone would like to pick up some of the various plantings and ferns she 
has divided. 

-Yearbook, Tessa Davis thanked those who helped her put the yearbook together this year and 
proceeded to go over several corrections. She also presented a bag full of binders for anyone in need 
of a new one. 

-VBGC Fund, Sally Kitchin gave a brief history and the purpose of the fund established in 1984, over 
40 years ago. It was originally designated to pay for the Club’s presidents and delegates to attend 
the GCA and GCV meetings. With more than enough money in the fund, Sally explained the Finance 
Committee had considered a second fund, but that it would cause confusion. Thus, it was agreed to 
broaden the current one which carries a balance of $132,000. Sally read the new VBGC Fund 



definition from page 36 in the Yearbook. The revised definition basically states it will continue to 
help cover expenses for travel to meetings, and in addition, open it to assist with educational 
programs and experiences for members and the community. Sally gave examples of how it can 
serve more purposes and there were several questions regarding giving. She explained gifts to the 
Fund are still needed as some years it remains relatively steady, but it does dip from time to time. Gifts 
can be made In Honor Of, or In Memory Of someone. Emily Mills added that people outside of the 
membership can also donate. Gifts can either be made by check and mailed to Sally Kitchin, or 
they can be made online. See page 2 of the Member Yearbook.  

-FFF- Joan Berlin, Beth Munford, and Holli Wachtmeister- Joan thanked members for an amazing 
job. The sale went better than expected with a 30% increase in sales which all agreed was tremendous 
considering the year with the pandemic. In this “Year of Engagement,” Joan asked that all members 
make the effort to take care of their customers’ orders. A list was passed around the room to 
confirm who would be helping with deliveries on sale day. There was discussion regarding how to 
tell which customers ordered, and who their salesperson was in order to personally thank them. 
Latane explained the Shopify account has made this a challenge. It was decided it is easiest to send 
a mass email reminder to customers prior to sale day. Additionally, a thank you card will be tucked 
into flats upon delivery. Joan updated everyone that the pick-up location will be at the Cinema 
Alehouse on Tuesday, October 12th. Also mentioned, the FFF team will be calling on a few members 
to help with set-up from 8 -10 am. Large deliveries for Audrey Parrott’s drivers will be 10 am - noon, 
or until done. Finally, members’ and customers’ smaller orders will be 12 - 2 pm. 

-Special Events, Lelia Graham thanked committee members for all of their work to organize the James 
Farmer event. While this has been postponed, she assured members that he is still planning to come 
in the spring. Stay tuned. 

-Bulbs, Jane Booth let members know she will be offering several collections of bulbs and the sale 
begins September 15th. She is selling 3 large Dutch double Amaryllis and Paper whites arriving 
mid-October. Jane will deliver to members when they arrive. Mac Houfek shared a tip that you can 
plant bulbs in the ground outside in early spring. Just cut the leaves back when they start to get 
unattractive, plant, and wait for new blooms. Jane also told members that these are hearty Dutch 
bulbs, so they can easily tolerate the colder temperatures. 

Latane informed members she attended the GCV President’s meeting in Richmond and that “The 
Tulips are Frozen! The Tulips are Frozen!” - 100 Years of Garden Club of Virginia, Humorous 
Memories by local Author, Judy Perry is for sale on the GCV website. She went on to explain the new 
RSVP system this year for Club meetings and lunches. She thanked Joan Wagner and asked 
members to contact Joan with any questions. 

-Hospitality, Nancy Freeman announced Claire Cassada was the raffle winner of a jar of honey 
donated by Donna Eure. She encouraged members who might have future donations to drop them 
off at her table. 

Announcements- Latane made a final note for all of us to keep Peggy Mordecai and Meredith Rutter 
in our prayers. Peggy is in hospice and Meredith is getting ready to undergo heart surgery.  

Latane turned the meeting over to Katherine for our program with Pamela Fisher, Past President of the 
Virginia State Beekeepers Association. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 11:28 am 



 
Recording Secretary, 

Kate Michaels 

 


