
The Virginia Beach Garden Club                            

General Membership Meeting   

Wednesday, May 19, 2021 

Audrey Parrott’s Woodland Garden 

 
President, Latane Brown started the meeting at 5:20 PM. She welcomed the large crowd to Audrey 
Parrott’s beautiful woodland garden and expressed her delight to be together after this long and 
different year. She thanked Molly Ill, Carol Temple, Betty Miles, and Audrey for opening their gardens on 
such a pretty afternoon. In lieu of the Collect, Donna Haycox proceeded to give a special toast to mark 
the occasion, and we raised our canned rosé in celebration. The April minutes were approved as stated. 

Latane asked Admissions Chair, Joan Stumborg to introduce our new members: Sara Catherine 
Kibler and Kristen Mladick Randolph.  Latane and Joan both thanked the Admissions committee 
and welcomed Sara Catherine and Kristen to the VBGC. 

-HGW, Alice Koziol and Lee Trant- Latane went on to recognize Alice, Lee, and Leslie Baker- Head 
Floral Arranger, for an outstanding job with this year’s Tour. 

-Conservation, Susan Gill explained what “plogging” is and that it’s the latest Swedish craze. She 
invited members to join her for a walk or “plalking” on the beach this Friday, May 21st at 10:00 AM. 
She asked everyone who plans to participate to bring a bag to collect trash and to meet at Buff’s 
Garden. Contact Susan if you plan to make it. 

-Special Events, Lelia Graham Webb shared a sneak preview of the fun events planned for the year 
ahead. She informed members that James Farmer will be coming to speak at the MOCA on 
November 10th with a Cocktail Party the evening he arrives, November 9th. Also, a Club field trip is 
in the works. The date and location is a surprise TBD, so stay tuned. 

-Horticulture, Connie Owen thanked everyone for their contributions and participation in today’s 
plant exchange. She announced the Annual Propagation Workshop will be held at Donna Eure’s 
home on June 2nd. She gave additional details with a brief overview of using the Forsythe Method. 
This promises to be a fun morning in Donna’s lovely garden. 

-Yearbook, Tessa Davis- Latane reminded members to get any changes to Tessa right away before 
the Yearbook goes to print. 

-Flower Sale- Lee Trant, Holli Wachtmeister, Kate Michaels (Chairs) Joan Berlin and Beth Munford 
(Pre-sale)- Latane gave details for the Pansy Sale and noted the beginning date of August 1st. The 
sale will be Virtual once again with orders online. This year the sale is open to all clubs, friends, and 
family, so plan to sell, sell, sell!  Mac Houfek remarked how beautiful the snap dragons have been this 
spring and encouraged members to get excited about snaps as well as pansies. 

-Treasurer, Emily Mills reported the Treasurer’s Account balance as of 4/30/21 is $47,761.79. The 
Asst. Treasurer’s Account balance is $14,299.86. This is the end of our fiscal year. All bills have been 
paid to date; all dues have been collected. Expect some expenses for the May meeting. 

-Club Awards, Kay Shiflett- While we did not hold our traditional Club Awards this year, Kay Shiflett 
surprised Latane and Katherine with the Creative Leadership Award, given this one time, for 
guiding our Club through an unprecedented and challenging year. Demaris Yearick lovingly hand 
painted these special awards.  



-Mary’s Garden Caladium Sale- Jean Marie Randolph reminded members that the Caladium bulb 
sale is tomorrow, 5/20 at Sentara Virginia Beach Hospital.  

Meeting adjourned at 5:48 PM 

 
Kate Michaels 

Recording Secretary 

 


