
The Virginia Beach Garden Club                        Attendance:  Active members 47    Associates 3 

General Membership Meeting 

Wednesday, January 20, 2021 

Princess Anne Country Club via zoom 

 
President Latane Brown called the meeting to order at 10:32 AM. She thanked Katherine Richardson, 
Jane Booth, Nancy Freeman, Holli Wachtmeister, and Maria Hillebrandt for their help at the Princess 
Anne for this zoom meeting. Nancy Freeman delivered the Collect. 

Officer and Committee Reports 

-Vice President, Katherine Richardson announced that she was excited for today’s recycling program 
and that there will be no joint meeting with the Junior Club in February. Instead, the plan is to have an 
evening zoom meeting and take advantage of one of the GCA Programs titled “Revolutionary 
Gardening”. Stay tuned for other fun parts. 

-Treasurer’s Report, Emily Mills and Meredith Rutter- Latane read the Treasurer’s report as of 
12/31/20: Treasurer’s balance - $32,425.51 and Assistant Treasurer’s - $26,202.01. 

Latane informed members that they would be receiving an email invoice to pay VBGC Annual dues. 
She explained the easy process allows for quick payment online using a credit/debit card or bank 
account. If preferred, members can still mail a check to the Club’s P. O. Box 672 in Virginia Beach. 
She noted that annual dues are due by February 28th and any questions should be directed to Emily 
or Meredith. 

-Corresponding Secretary, Audrey Parrott- Latane acknowledged and thanked Audrey for her great 
work on this month’s Ground Cover and shared a reminder that change in status letters are due no 
later than February 28th. 

FFF&F- Holli Wachtmeister reported that she, Lee Trant, and Kate Michaels have met to begin 
planning for 2021 and a full team meeting will be held in the near future. She thanked this past year’s 
team and all members for doing their part to achieve total sales of $12,775.61 which includes pansies 
and bulbs. The 2021 FFF&F will remain virtual with hopes of growing the sale to include other clubs 
and friends. Holli announced the proposed date the Board has approved and then made a motion for the 
FFF&F to be Tuesday, October 12, 2021. The motion was seconded by Jane Booth and approved by 
the membership by a show of hands. 

Latane reiterated how thankful the Club is to Lee, Holli, Joan Berlin, and Beth Munford for pulling 
together to make the 2020 sale such a success. 

-Conservation, Susan Gill- Latane mentioned the movie trailer link Susan shared in this past month’s 
Ground Cover to watch David Attenborough’s, A Life on Our Planet which is airing on Netflix. She is 
also planning another Nature Walk on Friday, January 29th at 10:00 AM, weather permitting. 
Contact Susan if interested and she will send additional details with the location closer to the date. 

-Horticulture, Connie Owen- Latane reported for Connie that she is requesting members send photos 
of plants and blooms from their yards to share in the Ground Cover. She is also happy to share tips 
to facilitate better cell phone photography. Please be sure to choose full resolution when taking your 
photos and identify your plant if you know what it is. Send to Connie or email her with any questions. 



-HGW, Alice Koziol and Lee Trant- Latane briefed us on the informative email that was sent to all 
members regarding HGW. Tickets will be $40, “touchless”, and no discounts will be offered this year. 
An outdoor only Tour is still a possibility and all of the homes have beautiful gardens to accommodate 
visitors. Stay tuned for more updates.  

-Community Projects, Ann Crenshaw- Latane asked members to email Ann if they have interest in 
being on the committee, no later than January 27th. Ann is also soliciting input if anyone has ideas 
or a project to consider supporting this year. The committee will meet in February, so it is important 
to contact her soon. 

VBGC Fund- Latane reported the current balance is $117,967.00 and noted the fund continues to grow. 
Contributions can be made on the website or checks can be mailed to Sally Kitchin. 

Admissions Committee, Joan Stumborg- Latane reminded us that membership proposals are due 
to Joan on or before March 15th. It is not too early to start thinking about potential new members. 
Also, don’t forget that a sponsor is needed to second a proposal. 

Other Business 

Virtual Workshops- Latane informed us that the virtual workshops have been popular and well 
attended. There has been a demand for floral arranging and planning is underway for one in mid-to-
late March. Contact Latane with any suggestions for future workshops. 

Announcements- 

Congratulations were given to Jodie Berndt on the birth of her granddaughter. Molly Ill and Ann 
Crenshaw have a new grandson who was born on New Year's Day. 

Hospitality, Nancy Freeman- Announced Kay Shiflett was the day’s raffle winner. 

Latane then turned the meeting over to Katherine to introduce Kathy Russell with TFC Education 
Outreach for our program on Recycling. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 10:50 AM. 

 
Kate Michaels 

Recording Secretary 

 
 

 


