
The Virginia Beach Garden Club Attendance:   Active 45        Associates 4

General Membership Meeting- via Zoom

Wednesday, April 14, 2021

Virginia Beach Volunteer Rescue Squad Station

President, Latane Brown welcomed members as they broadcasted live, via zoom from the
Virginia Beach Volunteer Rescue Squad station. Martha Goodman read the Collect. The March
meeting minutes were approved as read.

Officer and Committee Reports

-Vice President, Katherine Richardson told members that she was excited to be
broadcasting from the Virginia Beach Volunteer Rescue Squad and for our Club to be
supporting volunteerism. She gave details for our last meeting of the year which will be May
19th in the afternoon from 4-6 pm. Themed, “Gardens Galore”, we will have the pleasure of
touring several members’ gardens before meeting back at Audrey Parrott’s, our final stop.
Katherine thanked Audrey, Molly Ill, Carole Temple, and Betty Miles for opening their
gardens to us. She added that we will drop our plants off for the exchange at Audrey’s at 4
pm before we tour, and then return by 5:15 pm for a brief meeting and a little celebration
to wrap up our year. A rain date is scheduled the following day Thursday, May 20th.

-Treasurer, Emily Mills also expressed her excitement to see everyone visiting in her “happy
place” at the Volunteer Rescue Station. She proceeded to report the Treasurer’s account
balance as of 3/31/21 is $43,661.17. The Assistant Treasurer’s balance as of 3/31/21 is
$26,349.66. All dues have been paid to date. Emily made a motion on behalf of the Finance
Committee and with approval from the Board to approve the 2021-2022 Budget as
proposed. Assistant Treasurer, Meredith Rutter displayed the budget on-screen. Emily
noted the budget remains the same as last year with only a couple of shifts. She drew
those line items to our attention and gave an explanation of the following:

-Under HGW- $0.00. Last year we had $2000 in income which came from the Painted Garden.
This year we will not have any income from the garden market and so it reflects a $0.00
balance.

-Under Revenue, Miscellaneous- $3500. Last year was $1500 because we had $2000 in
income from the Painted Garden. We are just drawing from the reserves from the Treasury and
Operating accounts to make up the short fall as is done annually.

-Expenses- Communications and Website- $1000; Programs and Meetings- $3000. Last
year, we put the $2000 in Communications and Website to rebuild it. Now that the website has
been completed, the $2000 is no longer needed. Therefore, the $2000 has been moved to
Programs and Meetings, plus an additional $1000 in order to fund better programs for
meetings.



With no further questions or discussion, the motion to approve the VBGC proposed budget
for 2021-22 was carried.

-Corresponding Secretary, Audrey Parrott- Latane thanked Audrey for all of her work on this
year’s Ground Cover. She also remarked on the beautiful photos of arrangements
submitted from the spring workshop.

-HGW, Alice Koziol and Lee Trant- Alice began by sharing that there will be 29 Tours in the
state of Virginia and that HGW kicks off on April 17th, ending on the 24th. The Norfolk and
Middle Peninsula clubs have been assisting other garden clubs as they did not have their
own tours this year. Press has been wonderful with articles and highlights of the Tour in
Veranda, Virginia Living, Distinction, and neighborhood magazines. Alice thanked Jodie
Berndt who was in charge of Publicity. In addition, Alice revisited several key pieces of
information:

-5 homes and 1 garden are on the VB Tour in Birdneck Point.

-VBGC is responsible for the Morton and Augustine homes.

-Tickets are Sold Out and an approximate total of 650 tickets have been sold.

-Shifts are morning and afternoon, from 10 am - 1:30 pm and 1:30 pm - 5:30 pm.

-Boxed lunches are still available at the Cavalier Golf and Yacht; cost $25.

-Mask mandates: Hosts have the right to refuse entry to anyone who does not have or
refuses to wear a mask.

-No visitors allowed upstairs in homes.

-No buses or shuttles

-No Statewide passes; passes will be honored next year.

-Parking will be a challenge, so attempt to carpool.

Alice went on to thank Leslie Baker for agreeing to be Head Floral Arranger and for doing a
tremendous job. Flowers will arrive Monday and will be delivered for the Head Arrangers
to begin first thing Tuesday morning. Lee also thanked the arrangers and head hostesses,
adding that the Tour is going to be great. She pointed out that there are still spots to fill for
hostessing and any help is appreciated. One final note was made to be sure names and
phone numbers are placed on dashboards in vehicles when parking. They anticipate
parking will be full and this will help to ensure they can contact volunteers if there is an
issue.

Conservation, Susan Gill- Latane informed members that Susan is planning another Nature
Walk this Friday, the 16th at 10:00 am. The walk will take place at the Brock Environmental
Center. Please email or text Susan directly if you have any interest in joining. She will
contact anyone who is planning to go if there is a change.



-Horticulture, Connie Owen, was pleased there were 18 participants in this month’s
Ground Cover. She went on to mention that while there is no formal Horticulture scheduled
for May, she encourages members to submit one single photo of a place in their garden.
This is the time of year when everything is showy and looking its best. Please share your
photos and get them to her before the GC deadline at least a week ahead of the meeting.
For the May Plant Exchange, Connie let members know to pot up any plants they wish to
share. As an alternative, members may choose to bring cut flowers in a vase or container
they don’t mind parting with. A table will be set up at Audrey Parrott’s Garden where plants
or flowers can be dropped off before we begin walking. At the end of the meeting,
members can pick up their selections as they leave. She gave a final thanks to everyone
who made wonderful submissions this year.

-Community Projects, Ann Crenshaw, thanked the Projects Committee members for their
service: Margrit Corcoran, Lou Flowers, Nancy Freeman, Kay Shiflett, Sally Kitchin, Kay
Windsor, Allison McDuffie, Maria Hillebrandt, and Susan Wynne. Ann began by stating that
one of the things the Committee set out to do this year was to clean up the process itself
and to clarify our Club's policies and procedures. They have been working closely with the
Finance Committee which she noted will be meeting in May. Ann shared an observation, that
given the past year with the pandemic, many organizations like ours have had to take a
step back to evaluate and take precautionary measures to maintain financial stability. It
was thus a decision CP needed to make, to remain conservative. She further expanded on
the policies and noted that all gifts we make to organizations need to be in accordance
with our Club’s mission statement. Also of key importance was the clarification that pledge
contributions are to be for no more than a 3-year commitment and does not include any
ongoing maintenance. Ann further stated that of the $12,000 they were given to disperse,
$5000 was already pledged, and so that gift had to be made. Ann continued and
respectfully requested that the remaining $4900 be reserved for the Project Committee for
allocations next year. She made a motion on behalf of the Project Committee and with
approval from the Board to approve the proposed organizations for 2021-22:

NBG- last installation of $5000

GCV- $100

LRN- $50

Scenic Virginia- $50

Brock Environmental Center- $1000

Virginia Beach Volunteer Rescue Squad- $800

GCA Scholarship Fund- $100

Nature Camp- no funding this year, held in reserve at the Camp.

Total- $7100



Request to allocate the unused balance of $4900 going forward.

Ann made a final note that there is going to be an analysis of our Club funds to determine
what is appropriate to carry in the reserve. This will be analyzed by the Finance
Committee of which she is also serving, along with our Club’s Treasurers and Accountant.
With no further questions or discussion, a vote was taken on-screen, and the motion was
carried.

-FFF, Joan Berlin, started off by sharing how pleased the flower sale committee was with the
success and monies raised last year. With the pandemic and all of the uncertainty, we
emerged pleasantly surprised with our sales online. Also, with the recent success of the
Junior Club’s spring sale, it was decided to use the same model this year with a few
changes:

-Online again

-Selling pansies, snap dragons, and violas with the addition of ruffled pansies (2 colors)

-No floor sales, as in previous year.

-Expand customer base to other clubs, more friends and family members.

-Deliveries Only, in fashion to what the Juniors have done this year.

-Members will be needed to help, mainly with deliveries.

-Location TBD

-Sale has been extended, beginning August 1st through August 31st, ending around Labor
Day. This is a better time frame and closer to the fall.

-Delivery date will either be 10/11 or 10/12- TBD once location is confirmed.

The question was raised whether we would have Jane Booth’s bulbs. Latane informed us that
we will have Jane’s Bulbs, but they will be coming in later, so it will be a 2-part sale.
Additionally, Latane was excited to share that Demaris Yearick will be selling her Garden Art
at the PAGC’s Market Place when we hold our joint club meeting at the Cavalier Golf and
Yacht Club in November. Joan concluded by asking members to consider who they will be
asking to support the sale and how they will be helping with deliveries.

-New Members- Admissions Committee, Joan Stumborg- Latane and Joan both thanked
this year’s Admissions Committee members: Dee Oliver, Advisor; Joan Stumborg, Chair;
Martha Goodman, Jennie Ware, and Donna Haycox. Joan went on to thank the members
who proposed and seconded candidates and then announced our newest members: Sara
Catherine Kibler and Kristen Mladick Randolph. A vote was taken by the membership
on-screen and our new members were approved.

-Yearbook, Tessa Davis- Latane asked that members send any changes or updates to
Tessa for next year’s Yearbook.



-Hospitality, Nancy Freeman announced today’s raffle prize winner of a nice napkin and
spreader goes to Anne Malbon.

Before concluding the meeting, Latane thanked Lee Trant for letting members know about a
great movie she recently watched on Amazon. Look for the trailer link in the next Ground
Cover, it is titled “The Gardener”. With no further business, she asked us to join their crew
and Meg French in the outdoor garden, and to stay tuned at the end for a special slide show of
the year.

Meeting adjourned at 11:18 am

Kate Michaels

Recording Secretary


