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CROWNED: Ziggy given green light {P15}

There is 
something 
rotten going 
on at Cricket 
Australia {P13}

WITHOUT 
HOPE

WINE CLUB

 {P14}
Afghanistan ‘on the brink of 

catastrophe’ as sanctions bite {P11}

Special offer to 
add flair to your 
Christmas table

$3.50 
WEDNESDAY 

November 24, 2021
PRICE INCLUDES GST 

FREIGHT EXTRA

INSIDE
Scott Morrison has been 
forced to lay down the 
law to his partyroom, 
warning that 
disunity and 
division will 
cost them 
the election.
SIMON 
BENSON P5

Australian and South Korean offi-
cials are working on plans for an
official visit by President Moon
Jae-in to Australia before the end
of the year, as the nation moves to
strengthen strategic and econ-
omic ties with its fourth-largest
trading partner.

The likely mid-December visit

Attorney-General Michaelia
Cash says a proposed religious
discrimination act will not be used
as a weapon against gay teachers
and students, declaring that no
child should be “suspended or ex-
pelled from school on the basis of
their sexuality or gender identity”.

Scott Morrison will take own-
ership of the religious discrimin-
ation bill by introducing it to
parliament on Thursday, with
Senator Cash allaying concerns
held by moderate Liberal MPs
that gay staff could be sacked by
religious-run schools, hospitals
and aged-care facilities.

Senator Cash provided an
assurance that the bill did not
include religious exemptions
allowing discrimination “on the
basis of sex, gender, sexual orien-
tation and gender identity”, which
fall under the Sex Discrimination
Act. She also reaffirmed the gov-
ernment’s “fundamental belief ...
that discrimination against stu-
dents is unacceptable”. 

Senator Cash said she was
open to refinements to ensure
protections for gay staff and stu-
dents after the legislation was
reviewed by a Senate committee.

The Coalition joint partyroom
unanimously endorsed the bill
on Tuesday. But moderate

MPs Trent Zimmerman, Dave
Sharma, Bridget Archer, Andrew
Bragg, Warren Entsch, Fiona
Martin and Angie Bell all raised
concerns about the treatment of
gay students and teachers at faith-
based schools and universities. 

About a dozen MPs spoke in
favour of the legislation, including
Matt Canavan, Julian Leeser and
Lucy Wicks.

Senator Cash wrote to the
Australian Law Reform Commis-
sion last week about its report on
controversial religious anti-dis-
crimination exemptions, includ-
ing those Labor inserted into the
Sex Discrimination Act in 2013.

Senator Cash said she had
clarified the government’s expec-
tations for the ALRC review
ordered by former attorney-gen-
eral Christian Porter, which is due
to be handed back to government
within 12 months of the passage of
the religious discrimination bill. 

Nationals MP Llew O’Brien is
considering joining a group of
rebel MPs vowing to abstain from
voting on government legislation
over vaccine mandates, despite
Scott Morrison warning that the
Coalition would lose the next
election if it were divided. 

The Prime Minister stared

Unite or we lose, rebels told
down a backbench rebellion in the
Coalition partyroom meeting on
Tuesday, declaring Labor would
“sneak into government” if MPs
were not disciplined and united. 

“If we surrender that, we sur-
render government,” Mr Morri-
son told MPs, according to
Coalition sources

“It’s up to us whether we will
allow Labor to take the reins of
government.”

Mr O’Brien told The Austra-
lian he would consider abstaining

on legislation if the Prime Minis-
ter did not secure a timeline from
state governments on when vac-
cine mandates would end – a
move that would further destabi-
lise the Coalition’s command on
the House of Representatives. 

“Any sort of a timeline needs to
be established. There needs to be
an end date on this stuff,” Mr

Continued on Page 5

EXCLUSIVE

GREG BROWN

Labor-aligned political lobbyists
are heavily involved in striking a
Victorian ALP deal to carve up
electorates between rival party
factions ahead of next year’s

state election. Three Socialist
Left powerbrokers – Mat Hilak-
ari, Alan Griffin and Kos Sama-
ras, all listed on the state
government’s register of political
lobbyists – attended a high-level
meeting on Monday at the
Transport Workers Union HQ.

FULL REPORT P6

‘Faceless men’ cut Labor deals

EXCLUSIVE

DAMON JOHNSTON

RELIGIOUS DISCRIMINATION BILL

PM locks in 
protection 
for gay kids

“I have recently written to the
ALRC and made it very clear that
in relation to students it is the
government’s clear expectation
that a student is not expelled from
a school on the basis of their
gender or sexual identity,”
Senator Cash said. 

In her letter, Senator Cash told
ALRC president Sarah Derring-
ton there was overwhelming pub-
lic support to ensure children
could not be suspended or
expelled on the basis of their sexu-
ality or gender identity.

“I am writing to emphasise the
government’s expectations that,
in discharging its broader terms of
reference for the review of
religious exemptions in anti-
discrimination law, the ALRC
will provide detailed drafting to
give effect to the government’s
position stated above,” Senator
Cash said.

The religious discrimination
legislation was distributed to
Coalition MPs on Tuesday and
includes a “statement of belief”
clause shielding Australians from
state anti-discrimination and
equal opportunity laws. The bill
also allows religious-operated
businesses to prioritise the hiring
of people from their own faith. 

As revealed by The Australian,
faith-run educational institutions
will be required to release publicly
employment policies outlining
hiring regimes and a new religious
discrimination commissioner will

Continued on Page 4
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Four daughters shine through China crisis

THE WEEKLY TIMES

Sisters Bonnie, 23, Molly, 21, Jemima, 19, and Matilda, 17, with parents Dan and Karen Penfold on their property in Queensland’s Western Downs

When the first Covid-19 case
emerged in Wuhan and the virus
started rapidly spreading around
the world, the Penfold sisters
found themselves smack bang on
the frontline of another crisis
unfolding on their doorstep: an
escalating trade war with China.

Bonnie, 23, Molly, 21, Jemima,
19, and Matilda, 17, worked as cat-
tle producers with their parents in
Queensland’s Western Downs,
and had been cultivating a rela-
tionship with Chinese buyers for
their premium Black Angus beef.

The girls had met an interested
Chinese buyer at Beef Week in
2018 and had spent two years
working to develop a partnership
to sell their 150-day grain-fed
premium beef into Wuhan – a
market where the beef’s high
marbling, rich flavour and tender-
ness is highly desired. 

But after just a few container
loads into the partnership – which
represented a significant expan-
sion of the girls’ brand Four
Daughters – an unexpected sus-
pension of trade with Australian
abattoirs by the Chinese govern-
ment meant their business ground
to a halt almost overnight. 

“We had all the animals who
had been fed for 150 days and were
ready to go to China, and suddenly
we had nowhere for them to go,”
Bonnie said.

“We just sort of sat down and
said … we need to find a plan B. It
was a pretty steep learning curve
for us – but we’re a pretty non-
emotional family and we knew we
just had to roll with the punches.”

Around the dinner table one
night – an environment where the
sisters say many business deci-
sions are made – they discussed
the problem with their parents
and devised a plan to pivot their
operation to domestic sales.

They decided to sell premium
13kg beef boxes, whereby instead
of selling individual cuts of meat
they would try to sell all the usable
cuts so nothing was wasted. 

“Sustainability was important
because not only is it good for
long-term beef production and
agriculture, it is also useful econ-
omically for all parties when you
use the whole cuts,” Bonnie said.

The Penfold sisters looked into
hiring trucks, built social media
profiles as a way to spread the
word, and off they went. 

Four Daughters has become a
thriving business, driven by their
passion to deliver high-quality

beef directly to the plates of their
loyal customers. 

Their determination, passion
and efforts bridging the gap be-
tween city and country life have
made them the winner of the 2021
Shine Youth Award.

Now in their fifth year, the
Shine Awards – a collaboration
with Harvey Norman and The
Weekly Times – seek to recognise
the achievements and contri-
bution of women across rural and
regional Australia.

Feeding cattle, fixing fences,
building sheds and working on
machinery is all in a day’s work for

Continued on Page 9

JESS MALCOLM

A Jetstar pilot from Melbourne
has been arrested in connection
with the disappearance of
campers Russell Hill and Carol
Clay in Victoria’s high country in
a breakthrough in a baffling

murder case. Greg Lynn, 55, a
former Qatar Airways captain,
has been revealed as the man
arrested near Arbuckle Junction
in Victoria on Tuesday, 100km
from the campsite where Mr Hill
and Ms Clay vanished in March
last year.

FULL REPORT P3

Vanished campers arrest 
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Australia’s former ambassador
to South Korea Bill Paterson said
the trip would be highly signifi-
cant, confirming the strength of

the bilateral relationship and the
nations’ shared strategic interests.

“The Chinese won’t be particu-
larly pleased at a South Korean

visit to a Quad and AUKUS
member at this time,” he said. “I
think Korea is trying to signal it
does share interests with Australia

Moon landing on the radar, with visit to seal ties with Seoul
is being planned to mark the 60th
anniversary of diplomatic rela-
tions between the countries, and
would include the signing of a
“comprehensive strategic partner-
ship” agreement.

The trip, which is yet to be final-
ised, would give a leg-up to Korean
defence company Hanwha as it
vies for a $20bn contract to build
infantry fighting vehicles for the
Australian Army.

It would also send a strong
message to China that its efforts to
isolate Australia from key regional
partners have been unsuccessful.

and the United States in the Indo-
Pacific.”

Mr Paterson said the federal
government was keen to encour-
age South Korea’s “clear inten-
tions” to look at Australia as a
future energy supplier and a
potential source of critical miner-
als to sustain its tech manufactur-
ing sector. He said South Korea
would likely seek supplier
relationships and equity stakes in
future Australian hydrogen pro-
jects to support its planned green
energy transition.

Australia exported $25.2bn

worth of goods and services to
South Korea in 2020, including
more than $18bn worth of iron ore,
coal, natural gas and beef.

“Governments on both sides
haven’t really given this relation-
ship the sort of sustained attention
it deserves,” Mr Paterson said.

Hanwha was confirmed last
year as the preferred contractor to
build 30 self-propelled howitzers
and 15 ammunition resupply vehi-
cles in Geelong under a $1.3bn
contract. Hanwha is the underdog
to clinch the much bigger infantry
fighting vehicle contract behind

German company Rheinmetall,
which is already building Boxer
armoured reconnaissance vehi-
cles at Ipswich in Queensland.

But Australia’s need to boost
defence ties with South Korea and
Mr Moon’s likely visit suggest the
Korean vehicle could become the
frontrunner for the new contract.

The proposed visit would come
ahead of the conclusion of Mr
Moon’s five-year presidential
term in March next year, giving

Continued on Page 2
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FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND 
DEFENCE CORRESPONDENT

Britain. In an escalation of 
China’s efforts to stoke discord 
about the three allies in the 
region, Mr Xi made opposition 
to Australia’s new AUKUS 
security pact one of the 
centrepieces of a major speech 
he gave to the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations.

“We need to pursue dialogue

instead of confrontation, build 
partnerships instead of 
alliances,” he said. 

He then added that China 
would never “bully smaller 
countries”, before swiping 
Australia’s new nuclear 
submarine agreement. 

FULL REPORT P2

Xi surfaces to take 
pot shot at nuclear 
subs agreement
China’s President Xi Jinping 
has led a sweeping attack on the 
Australian government’s plan to 
acquire nuclear-powered 
submarines from the US and 
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We can never trust the Liberals, Labor or Greens Again!
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