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1. RECEIVING YOUR NEW CABINETS AND RESIN COMPONENTS
1.1. When cabinets are delivered any exposed PVC MUST NOT be left in full exposure 

to the sun for any extended period of time.  Be sure to store product in a shady 
area if installation is not going to start immediately. This is especially important 
if the PVC cabinets are black interior. The Black PVC will quickly absorb heat 
from the sun and can start to twist or warp. After installation of cabinets, if the 
countertops are not going to be installed until a later date, please ensure to cover 
any remaining exposed PVC with cardboard or other shading materials to protect 
from direct sun rays.  Once the countertops are installed there is no further need 
to be concerned with this issue.

1.2. When removed from the cabinets, gravity and heat can cause a door or drawer 
front to warp if stored improperly for an extended time.  If the doors or drawer 
fronts are removed to make installation easier, make sure they are also placed in 
a shady area and laid flat. Do not stack taller doors over smaller doors as gravity 
may warp the extended section of the longer door if left for extended time. Do 
not lean doors against a wall at a sharp angle, even if in a shady area. Moisture 
cannot warp these doors or drawer fronts as it does real wood. Once the doors 
are on the hinges and the drawer fronts are on the drawer boxes, the possibility 
of warping is greatly reduced.

1.3. The same procedure applies for PVC shelves. If they are removed, keep them 
stored flat to prevent warping.

2. CABINET INSTALLATION 
2.1. Tools used for installation of NatureKast cabinetry are the same as installation 

of real wood cabinetry. Finer edged saw blades are used and provide a smooth 
non-splintered cut with no chipping. Pre-drilling PVC is recommended. 



2.2. We recommended using 1 ¼” stainless steel or deck screws for joining cabinet 
boxes side by side.  Do not use PVC glue or other construction adhesives 
between cabinets as they will prevent them from ever being taken apart.  
NatureKast Cabinet backs on base and upper cabinets are solid ¾” PVC so 
screws will hold anywhere on the back when attaching to walls or other fixed 
structures. 

2.3. Our adjustable leg levelers come attached to the bottom of our base cabinet 
boxes and are adjustable from 3 ½” to 7 ½”.  To allow adjustment, the lower 
portion of the leg must be removed from the socket and turned 90 degrees and 
then reinserted, before using the height adjustment screw. 

 Most installers prefer to nail or screw the toekick planks to the flat section of 
the PVC skirting that is installed in front of the legs. Using a thin stainless steel 
screw to mount the toe kick into the PVC skirting allows for it to be removed if 
access below the cabinets is needed at a later date. In most cases, this is not 
necessary. Our cabinets are designed for a 4 ½” high standard toe kick height, 
but we sell the planks in 5” and 7” heights to be scribed as necessary over 
uneven and sloped surfaces.  

2.4. Make sure doors are closed tight to the face of the cabinet box. Do not leave 
tools or materials protruding out of the cabinet, preventing the doors from 
closing. For example, if pressure is pushing out on the door at the bottom and 
not at the top, the self closing hinges will pull on the door and may cause a slight 
warp over time if left this way for extended periods of time. Remember, a properly 
installed door will never warp.

2.5. If the base cabinets are to be installed as an island and not attached to a stable 
wall, PVC can be used to secure the base to the floor material. PVC strips 
and sheets are available in the NatureKast catalog and your designer should 
order what is needed for support areas where the cabinets do not support the 
countertop. For the island cabinets, PVC blocks can be easily glued together 
and attached to the cabinet and the floor, or a complete toe kick box can be built 
using the 6” pieces available. Remember to measure the slope and rip the PVC 
strips to match the bottom of the leveled cabinets.

3. KEEPING THE RAIN OUT
3.1. In consideration of fully exposed areas that may receive direct rain, you will 

notice that we have factory installed all upper drawer fronts and full height doors 
just shy of flush to the top of the cabinets.   Please also advise the countertop 
people when templating to extend the countertop to a minimum of 2” past the 
cabinet box to allow for a minimum 1” overhang from the closed drawer fronts 
and doors. This extended top along with the drawer fronts and doors at the 
highest level will insure the interior of the cabinet will receive very minimal to no 
moisture even in the hardest rain. 

3.2. To help keep rain from entering the lower drawers on drawer bases, make sure 
the drawer fronts are as close to the drawer front above it. Keep doors on bases 
with no center style adjusted as close as possible. Driving rain will still be able to 
penetrate but it would be minimized with a tight space. 

4. COUNTERTOPS 
4.1. It is also very important in a fully exposed outdoor kitchen that your countertop 

installer runs a heavy bead of silicone along the top of the base cabinet 
stretchers. Heat from the granite or dark stone countertops can transfer to the 
stretchers and cause them to bow. This will only happen if the countertop



 installer does not use enough silicone and only if the countertop is in direct sun 
for a good part of the day.

5. DRAWER FRONT ADJUSTMENTS 
5.1. There is a screw with a washer that attaches the drawer front to the PVC drawer 

box. The hole is slightly larger than the screw to allow adjustments. Remember 
to adjust as high as possible in full exposure areas. Install the cabinet pulls after 
this adjustment and make sure the knob or pull goes through the resin and the 
PVC drawer front. If the pull only goes through the resin above the PVC box, 
warping of the front of the drawer can occur over time if there is a lot of weight 
placed in the drawer. This is not common but just another precaution to prevent 
any future issues.

6. RESIN PANELS & PLANKS
6.1. All panels are a lower density than the doors and drawer fronts so they are 

lighter in weight and more flexible. They are easy to cut and can be scribed 
or cut to fit a rough surface or even lap siding. When applying resin panels 
and resin planks to NatureKast  PVC cabinets or toekick, you must use a 
Polyurethane Construction Adhesive. We recommend PL Premium or NP-1. Do 
not use liquid nails! When applying the adhesive, run vertical rows about 3” 
apart from top to bottom. Do not connect a bead along the top or bottom as this 
can trap air and cause the panel to come loose. Using a pin brad nailer, cross 
nail with stainless steel pin nails to secure the panel while the adhesive dries. 
Apply pressure to make sure panel is tight to PVC side. Stainless steel screws 
can also be added from the inside of the box to secure the panel, but make sure 
the adhesive is used in addition to the screws. IMPORTANT: Do not extend the 
panel below the side of the cabinet to the floor. The back of the panel is not 
finished and the lower density panel needs support.

6.2. When applying any of the lower density panels, such as v groove, solid cypress, 
coral stone, stack stone, or brick resin panels, use the same procedure. If 
applying to the back of a run of cabinets, make sure openings behind appliances 
have a solid ¾” PVC panel joining the solid ¾” PVC backs of the two adjacent 
cabinets. These panels can be purchased from the designer when the cabinets 
are ordered. 

6.3. When applying resin panels to a wood framed structure, a minimum of ½” 
treated plywood sheathing must be added. The lower density panels will bow if 
not supported. When proper method of adhering panels is followed, the panels 
will never come loose and be as strong as the support panel they are glued to.

7. FILLERS & PILASTERS 
7.1. NatureKast fillers come in two different types. Fillers are ¾” planks that are 

finished on both long edges. They come in 3” and 7”. The fillers used to attach 
to the cabinets come with ¾” PVC glued to the back the same size as the 
resin filler. Attach the filler with the backer so the front of the PVC is flush with 
the front of the cabinet box. This leaves the resin wood section of the filler 
project out ¾” and matches with the flat side section of the 1” thick door, as the 
decorative edge detail is ¼” thick. Over lay fillers 1” thick to match doors are 
available with or without the PVC backer for a more finished look. 

7.2. Pilasters only come in 3” widths. They are not to be cut down to any less width 
as the resin panel requires the PVC backer to provide the support to keep the 
pilaster stable.  Wider pilasters can be made on site by using resin and PVC 



panels ordered by your designer. Remember to use the proper glue for resin 
and PVC as outlined earlier in this guide.  Pilasters are all 3” wide stock from 
the factory, but come in 7”, 13”, 25”, 29”, and 33” depths. Remember the pilaster is 
designed to be installed flush with the front of the 1” thick door.

7.3. Miters or seam joints on resin panels or resin moldings will be welded together 
and never separate when the Gorilla Glue brand is used properly. Run a steady 
bead towards the back of the joint on one of the pieces. Spray the other side 
with a mist of clean water which helps activate the glue. Join the two pieces 
and attach using a pin nailer. If any of the Gorilla Glue expands out, simply wipe 
clean using denatured alcohol. Use a metal pipe or other steel rounded surface 
to soften the sharp edge of the miter. Use the touch-up paint in your NatureKast 
touch-up kit if needed. This joint will look like a factory molded piece.

8. USING PVC FOR BLOCKING
8.1. If PVC is used for blocking and is to be glued to another piece of PVC, use 

regular clear PVC glue that you would use on a PVC pipe joint. This, just like the 
Gorilla Glue on resin, creates an extremely strong weld joint. It is always a good 
idea to have some scrap pieces of PVC to be used for blocking where needed.

9. GRILL CABINETS
9.1. Grill cabinets come with a temporary support across the grill insert opening to be 

removed during installation.  Risers come with the cabinet, which are L shaped 
PVC strips that sit on the top of the lower section of the cabinet stretchers. These 
must be trimmed down to provide the correct distance to allow the insulation 
jacket (required with all grills) to be flush with the top of the countertop 
material.  Example: If the grill jacket is 10” tall and your countertop is 1 ¼” thick, 
the distance from the top of the risers to the top of the countertop would be 11 ¼”. 
The grill insulation jacket, which is basically a stainless steel box the grill fits into, 
should be placed far enough out so that the edge of the countertop hits into the 
side front of the insulation jacket. Once the insulation jacket is in place, the solid 
resin grill panel must be cut to fit tight to the jacket. 

10. TOUCH-UP 
10.1. Doors and Drawer fronts on NatureKast cabinetry are made with an extremely 

high density resin making them harder and heavier than real Cypress doors. 
There are cases where scraps or nicks can occur but repairs are very easy. For 
deep cracks or gauges, use the wax crayon in the kit. Soften in the sun or with 
a lighter to make the wax easier to apply. Fill area and touch-up with matching 
paint if needed. Fill all nail holes with the matching wax crayon from the 
NatureKast touch-up kit. It is a good idea to have your own touch-up box set up if 
you are going to be installing NatureKast cabinetry.  We recommend you include 
the following: PL Premium or NP-1 polyurethane adhesive, Gorilla Glue (standard 
type), Clear PVC glue, denatured alcohol, and the NatureKast touch-up kit.

Clean your finished installation with soapy water and dry with clean towel. Go 
over entire project to fill nail holes and to touch-up any spots using your touch-
up marker. Stand back and enjoy your installation and be proud you just installed 
an outdoor cabinetry system that will withstand the elements and provide 
the homeowner a low-maintenance cabinet area for many years to come. Our 
customer service is always available to answer any questions that may come  
up not covered in these guidelines | +1 844 880 6314 | www.naturekast.com


