
Despite utilizing the best materials for 
these frames, the outdoor environment 
can be relentless on almost any 
materials. 

In outdoor settings, normal wear 
and tear, coupled with atmospheric 
contaminants can contribute to 
the onset of “pitting” on the metal’s 
surface. To counter this, a simple 
cleaning regimen will ensure that 
you experience years of carefree 
enjoyment of your cabinets. 

The best way to keep your aluminum 
and stainless steel in a “like new” 
condition is through proper cleaning 
and preventive maintenance. Proper 
care and maintenance will ensure 
your Contempo frames are kept in 
showroom condition for many years. 

We have compiled this care guide to give you an understanding of the factors that 
can impact the appearance of Contempo frames and some simple instructions to 
extend the life of your NatureKast product. 

C A R I N G F O R YO U R  
C O N T E M P O D O O R S 
The anodized aluminum and stainless steel used for NatureKast Contempo door 
fabrication has been chosen to achieve the very best overall performance. With a 
little care, your NatureKast Contempo doors should give you excellent results even 
in harsh outdoor settings.

CONTEMPO DOOR 

Frame: Matte Black | Finish: Russet Mocha

Specifications



ANODIZED ALUMINUM (Aluminum & Matte Black frames)

The aluminum we use has been anodized. This creates a very hard protective seal 
on the surface of the aluminum to protect it as much as possible from pitting. When 
the anodized coating is broken and raw aluminum is exposed, corrosion can take 
place. Damage from cutlery or other abrasive impacts can damage the anodized 
coating. 

Cosmetic Corrosion (Pitting) 
What Causes It? 
Corrosion is a natural phenomenon that affects metals by either a chemical or electrochemical reaction. 
The rate at which aluminum corrodes depends greatly on the environmental conditions and the amount 
of preventive maintenance performed. Our main goal is to slow down or stop this natural phenomenon 
we call pitting (or corrosion).  

Chemical Attack 
Corrosive chemicals containing high concentrations of acids or alkalis will remove the anodized coating. 
Solutions containing chlorine, salts, or ammonia are all harmful to the anodized aluminum on your 
cabinets. Many common household cleaners contain chemicals that will remove the anodizing and 
cause pitting. 
Where possible avoid these: 
• Strong acidic solutions found in cleaners, paint remover, degreasers, etc. 
• Concentrated alkaline based solutions. Many concentrated soaps fall into 

this category 
• Chlorine, sulfurs, solvents and ammonia based products 
Impossible to avoid, so work around: 
• Saltwater (airborne or from beach installations) 
• Airborne pollution. Airborne particles from local sources: vehicles, 

incinerators, paper mills, chemical plants, power plants, etc. 
• Harsh chemicals from incidental exposure
• Be aware of any local sources that can expose your Contempo frames to 

corrosive chemicals 

CLEANING Aluminum 
How often you need to wash your frames largely depends upon the local environment. You should 
thoroughly clean your frames at least twice a year (in spring and before winter). If you install your 
cabinets in a coastal environment you will need to clean more often. If local conditions expose the 
aluminum or stainless steel to harsh chemicals, then washing on a regular basis is recommended. 

Simple solutions! 
Always use a mild, non-abrasive soap and lots of fresh water. Thoroughly wash the aluminum with a soft 
towel or sponge. Using lots of soap and water will remove dried salt crystals and other contaminates. 
Rinse completely with direct water pressure. 

In summary: clean well and then rinse well.

ALUMINUM MATTE BLACK



STAINLESS STEEL (Brushed Stainless frames) 

The corrosion-resistant qualities of stainless steel are inherent in the metal itself. 
These qualities help stainless steel to form an iron chromium oxide film which in 
turn protects it from rusting. 

If there are signs of corrosion: 
• Wash with fresh water and a high-quality detergent 
• Clean with a car chrome polish 
• Wax with a car or fiberglass wax 
• For our brushed finish, a mild abrasive cleaner can be used.
• Always test a small area first and “go in the same direction as the grain” 

Avoid these:
• DO NOT clean with chlorinated cleaners (no bleach) or scouring powders
• DO NOT clean with muratic or hydrochloric acids 

Simple solutions
• Wash often enough to keep contaminates from forming or building up. 

In summary: Wash with lots of fresh water 

BRUSHED STAINLESS

OTHER GENERAL CLEANING TIPS
• Avoid the use of bleach or chlorides to clean the aluminum, stainless steel 

or nearby accessories. Chlorides can leach into the metal when used 
nearby. 

• Avoid abrasive cleaning products. For anodized aluminum products, 
NEVER use steel or brass wool, wire brushes, polishing wheels, rubbing  
or polishing compounds. These items will remove the anodizing and  
lead to pitting. 

• Pay particular attention when cleaning the frame at the inside mitres and 
screw holes. Being inside the cabinets, these areas do not receive the 
natural rinsing action of rainwater. The area is shielded from the sun and 
does not dry as completely or quickly as the rest of the frame. It is often 
overlooked when cleaning cabinets as the outside is more visible. This 
area is likely to be the first place that staining or pitting will occur.



Please note that the selection of panels, moldings and fillers are limited in Teak 
resin. Refer to our online ordering system (DealerNet) for current availability.

CONTEMPO DOOR 
Specifications
Door Construction: 13/16” thick anodized aluminum or brushed stainless 
frame with hi-density resin panel.

Rail Width: Front  3/8”W and back 2”W with mitered corners.

Maximum Door Size: Maximum door size is 24”W x 42”H. 

Drawer Fronts: 13/16” thick  anodized aluminum or brushed stainless steel 
frame with hi-density resin panel

Grain Direction, Door Panel: Grain direction is vertical on door panel.

Grain Direction, Drawer: Grain direction is horizontal on drawers, vertical 
grain not available.

Finish Options: See DealerNet for current availability. 

Finished Back of Door: Doors will have black backs unless otherwise noted.
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