
128    August 2015    www.yourhomemagazine.co.uk  

Green livinG

Eco
news

Discover the latest eco-
friendly buys and advice

A festivAl  
with A Difference
there’s nothing quite like listening to 
live music in the great outdoors, but 
festivals aren’t always the most 
environmentally-friendly events, 
despite the organisers’ best 
efforts. this month, why not 
check out a festival where 
being green is at the heart 
of everything on offer? we 
like the sound of the Green 
Gathering in chepstow on 

the welsh border, where all stages 
are solar-powered, showers are 
wood-fired and you can learn to 
bake bread and make jewellery, or 
just relax in the beautiful surroundings. 
Advance adult tickets cost £100, or £110 
on the gate, and you can find out more at 
www.greengathering.org.uk. 

Keep it 
natural

Yours Sustainably has a fantastic 
selection of eco-friendly, ethically-
produced gifts and homeware that 
shows you don’t have to compromise 
on style when buying green. Click on 
the ‘shop the world’ link and you can 
browse according to where in the world 
products have been made, learn a bit 
about each supplier and find out what 
makes them ethical or eco-friendly. 

Brighten up your garden and help out the declining bee population with these easy to 
use, biodegradable flower mats from home Outlet. BeeMats contain the seeds of nectar 
and pollen-rich flowers such as Goldenrod, Borage and viper’s Bugloss, meaning your 
flowerbeds will look great while encouraging bees into your garden. they’re really easy 
to use too – just dig the bed to the size and shape you need, flatten and de-weed the 
soil, lay the mat on top and cover it with a thin layer of compost. Your garden will be a 
hive of activity in no time!

Make your garden bee-autiful

Website Watch... www.yourssustainably.com

We spoke to Dr Rachel 
Warmington, Plant 
Pathologist at the Eden 
Project, to get some 
top tips on composting

Eco expert

‘The Eden Project composts over 150 
tonnes of waste each year, which is used 
to improve the soil across the site. For 
home composting, don’t worry if your 
compost heap has become too dry or too 
wet – add water or mix in some wetter 
or drier material and it will sort itself 
out. Also, don’t put too many dry leaves 
in your compost heap as these can take 
a long time to rot down. Collect fallen 
leaves into bags with a few air holes and 
over time they will decompose into rich 
leaf mulch which can be used as a soil 
improver or in potting mixes.’

BeeMat pre-seeded 
grow mat, £22.99 
for three, home Outlet
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If you’re on the lookout for 
eco-friendly homewares, Helen Round’s collection 

of hand-printed accessories could be just what you’ve 
been searching for. Helen’s gorgeous designs, inspired 
by the Cornish countryside surrounding her studio, are 

printed onto linen and hemp, with some of the hemp made 
from recycled sailor’s sacks. What’s more, 
everything is printed in Cornwall using 

water-based, eco-friendly inks and made 
with locally sourced materials where 
possible. We love the linen bread bag 
that will keep your bread fresh and 
your kitchen décor even fresher.

Garden collection hand printed 
linen bread bag, £19.95, 

helen round
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