
Printed  SceneFrom her airy Cornish garden studio, 
Helen Round hand screen prints lovely 
linen homeware and accessories
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Helen Round’s commute to work must 
be one of the shortest – and the most 
enjoyable. From the door of her 
house in the village of Millbrook, not 
far from Torpoint in Cornwall, to the 

specially built, light-filled studio perched above 
her pretty back garden, it is all of a dozen steps. 
From here she has far-reaching, glorious views 
over hills and farmland to the River Tamar. Birds 
soar above the patchwork of fields, hedges and 
houses, clouds roll across the vast sky and boats 
ply to and fro on the tidal waters. It is no surprise 
she is constantly inspired by her surroundings. 

Helen’s linen products, recently eco-certified  
by Oliver Heath, are made using a combination  
of traditional hand screen printing and making 
techniques. She employs a full-time assistant  
and three expert sewers based in the village, but 
she does all the designing and printing herself. 
Although she has only been running her business 
for four years, she has built up 80 stockists 
worldwide and a loyal following for her fresh yet 
timeless work, comprising six collections of 
products that include lampshades, cushion covers, 
bread bags, peg bags, teatowels, aprons, place  
mats and napkins – all based on her own elegant, 
pared-down line drawings of Cornish scenery. 

The Artisan

THIS IMAGE  
Helen’s bright 
and spacious 
studio was built 
specially for her. 
At its centre is a 
large, flat table, 
used for cutting 
and printing, 
while behind are 
shelves filled with 
finished products

ABOVE  She uses 
Baltic linen for 
making her items, 
which she sources 
from a small 
family business
RIGHT  Helen 
checks pieces  
of cut linen for 
any flaws before 
printing them 
with her designs



AUGUST 2016  2726  AUGUST 2016  periodliving.co.uk

Do you have a background in designing?
I’ve always loved fabrics, and I made all sorts of 
things from a young age. But I trained to be an 
English teacher, and after I had my two children  
I stayed at home with them. When they started 
school I wanted a bit of a change, so about 14 
years ago I did a course in art textiles and print 
making at Cornwall College, Camborne. That’s 
when I found out that I had a natural feeling for 
print making. I did a number of summer schools 
at Falmouth University to hone my skills, and 
ended up running adult craft workshops and art 
weeks at schools around Devon and Cornwall. 

What made you decide to set up your  
own business?
About three or four years ago I wanted a change 
from craft teaching. In my spare time I was 
already printing and making wall pieces, and 
selling my drawings and prints at open studios, 
but I had a yearning to make practical things  
that were beautiful, but also usable. I realised that  
I wanted to print fabric and make things from it. 

How did you go about starting up?
I was used to selling my work at open studios, so  
I decided to trial the printed textiles this way. They 
went down really well, so I realised that I could 
make a business out of them. I had no idea about 
running a business, though, so I looked around 
for help, went on every workshop possible, and 
learned about promoting myself. The first product 
I made was a long apron, because I wanted one. 

What inspires your designs?
You don’t have to go very far to be inspired  
around here – it’s all around you. I love gardening, 
walking, and swimming in the sea, but my main 
inspiration comes from looking out over my 
garden and the countryside all day long. 

I wanted to depict this area because I love it  
so much. The little chapel nearby and other 
similar landmarks you find along the Cornish 
coastline inspired my first collection, Rame Head. 
My family lived on St Michael’s Mount when I  
was little and it seemed very appropriate. A boat 
that I often see in the bay, a replica 18th-century 
three-masted lugger called The Grayhound, which 
was built here in Millbrook, inspired the Coastal 
collection, and my daughter Phoebe was the 
inspiration for the bread bag – she went on a 
patisserie course and thought I should make  
one. She was right – it’s been a great success.

How has your work evolved since you started?
The idea of having collections has become more 
important, and my product range is much more 
comprehensive. To complement the linens, I now 

OPPOSITE TOP  
Helen hand screen 
prints all of her 
products herself. 
Pulling the squeegee 
across the screen to 
print the designs on 
to the linen takes 
strength, skill and  
a certain amount  
of practice. Because 
it is all done by 
hand, each piece  
is slightly different
OPPOSITE BOTTOM  
Her range of 
products includes 
cushions, napkins 
lampshades, and 
peg bags. The ideas 
for her designs start 
with a sketch or a 
photograph. ‘I play 
around with the 
images, often 
collaging to get the 
compositions that  
I am happy with,’ 
she says. The image 
is then scanned into 
a computer to make 
it print ready, and 
then transferred 
onto a silkscreen 
using a UV lightbox

CLOCKWISE FROM 
TOP LEFT  To make 
the leather straps 
for her shoppers 
– which are made 
from upcycled linen 
seafarer’s sacks 
– Helen buys a 
whole hide that she 
cuts into strips, then 
measures and 
punches holes in 
before attaching 
them to the printed 
and stitched fabric; 
her mood board, 
with sketches, 
prints, scraps of 
fabric and samples 
of stitching; most 
pieces are stitched 
by three women in 
the village, but 
Helen uses the 
sewing machine in 
her studio to 
develop product 
prototypes 
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have mugs and coasters too, made for me in the 
UK, and I have introduced more colours in my 
ranges. I tend not to follow trends, though. I much 
prefer to get feedback from friends and customers, 
and simply to have a personal feel for a colour and 
how it works for me. 

What has been your biggest challenge?
Attending trade shows was a new experience, 
because prior to that I had only dealt with my 
retail customers. But the biggest challenge is 
always finding enough time to do everything. 
You’re not just the maker, you’ve got to run the 
whole business, and promote yourself as well. 

Has there been a particular highlight to date?
Being picked by curator Charlotte Abrahams for 
Spotted, a new design showcase at the show Top 
Drawer, was my proudest moment. She saw me  
on Twitter when I had only been going for eight 
months. It gave me the confidence to think that  
I had something good and that I should go for it. 

What do you love most about what you do?
The freedom of working for myself. I’m also really 
proud to be working with people in the village. 
And I do love my commute to work!  

• 01752 822817; helenround.com

ABOVE LEFT  Helen 
occasionally sits 
outside on her 
terrace to work, 
where she overlooks 
a gorgeous vista of 
village houses, 
rolling hills and the 
tidal estuary of the 
River Tamar
ABOVE  The mugs 
and coasters to 
complement Helen’s 
handmade linen 
homeware are made 
for her in the UK
RIGHT  She 
introduces new 
colours to her 
collections each 
year, inspired by her 
coastal surroundings 


