
Easy to store, beautiful to look at and great for reading  
on the move, your digital edition of Homes & Gardens  

can be downloaded on to your iPad, tablet or  
computer today by visiting housetohome.co.uk/ 

digital-editions/homesandgardens.

TIMELESS APPEAL
There are few figures in the 
interiors world with as much 
influence as Arts and Crafts 
legend William Morris, whose 
fabrics and wallpapers continue 
to hold real relevance for homes 
today. Launched this March, the 
third volume of Morris & Co’s 
Archive Prints offers a gorgeous 
mix of delicate designs. Most 
notable are those that were 
inspired by Morris’s tiles, such as 
Swans (on chair), 140cm wide, 
£49m, which is taken from a tile 
circa 1862. To buy, contact 0844 
543 9500, william-morris.co.uk.

PRETTY AS  
A PICTURE

Ceramicist Alice Walton 
creates beautiful one-off 

pieces, such as this Mountain 
Platter, through a mix of 

illustration and printed oxides 
and lustres. The plates, which 

cost from £35 each, would 
make lovely wall adornments. 

Visit, alicewaltonceramics.co.uk. 

LIvE THE MOMENT 
From learning what you like to 
matching music to your mood, the 
BeoSound Moment from Bang & 
Olufsen, bang-olufsen.com, is one 
intelligent wireless system. Simply 
touch its oak front and it will 
source the kind of music you 
usually play at that time of day, 
gathered from your music library, 
the radio and streaming service 
Deezer. On the reverse of the 
wooden touch panel (a world first) 
is an aluminium LCD screen from 
which you can select tunes or 
touch a colour on the MoodWheel 
to hear emotive music from your 
own collection. It costs £1,795 
(not including speakers), with a 
12-month Deezer subscription.

Homes & Gardens’ design 
correspondent finds that  
life after 50 is no barrier  
to a career in design  

DESIGN EYE

BARBARA CHANDLER

Bright Old Things is the uplifting name of a promotion, 
which ran earlier this year at all three branches of Selfridges, 
selfridges.com. It featured 14 people who had changed 
careers in later life with great success. Artists predominated, 
but it was actress turned furniture designer Den Woods, 
aged 63, whose beautiful wood and leather chairs (below) 
filled one of the windows of Selfridges Oxford Street.

According to government figures, the majority of new 
entrepreneurs setting up business in the past five years 
have been aged over 50. Specifically, more than 330,000 
over-65s in Britain are self-employed, or have their own 
post-retirement business. An example of an older 
entrepreneur is Caroline Davidson, 58, who gave up 
teaching to do an MA at Norwich University of the Arts, 
followed by a course in digital technology at Chelsea 
College of Arts. Then, aged 55, she set up Fruit Farm 
Fabrics, fruitfarmfabrics.co.uk, selling her own products, 
like the striking Large Pear print (below). Another 
inspiring role model is Helen Round, helenround.co.uk, 
who turns 50 this year. Helen gave up work to raise her 
two children, but when they started school she did an  
A-level textile course and also learned print making. Two 
years ago she set up her own business screen-printing 
textiles by hand and she now has more than 40 UK 
stockists, and interest from Europe and the Far East.

In 1999, HRH The Prince of Wales founded PRIME (The 
Prince’s Initiative for Mature Enterprise), prime.org.uk, to 
support over-50s to become self-employed. Help comes 
in the form of mentoring, networking and 
online resources, and it has aided more 
than 28,000 people. Bright Old 
Thing Molly Parkin, 82, who 
is a fashion writer turned 
artist, has the last word, 
“Youth has its place… 
but old age is fun.”
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