
On screen success...
printmaker Helen round tells saraH pitt 

about finding inspiration in tHe view from 

Her garden studio in soutH-east Cornwall

H
elen Round is inspired by what she sees 
around her - the flowers in her garden, 
the bees from her dad’s hives and the 
fish in the sea near her home on the 

Rame peninsula.
Her first-ever screen-print was of the little chap-

el on Rame Head, a view treasured by many peo-
ple in this ‘forgotten corner’ of south-east Corn-
wall where the River Tamar meets the sea. 

It is somewhere that Helen liked to walk with 
her two children when they were small - a few 
miles from their home in Millbrook where she 
screen-prints her fine-line drawings onto linen in 
her garden studio.

That chapel on Rame Head, dedicated to St Mi-
chael the patron saint of travellers, was the last 
thing sailors saw on leaving England, and the first 
thing that greeted them on returning home.

“You have got the sea all around you up there, 
and you can usually find a quiet spot to yourself. A 
friend of ours had a wedding reception picnic up 
there,” says Helen. 

“As you drive back to Millbrook after being 
away on holiday, you come around the bend and 
there it is. It is quite majestic, and it always makes 
me think of being home.”

Like all her designs, Helen’s one of Rame Head 
started with a simple line sketch of the little chap-
el itself and the path winding up to it. 

It was then scanned into a computer, printed on 
transparent film and transferred to a screen using 
a rather magical darkroom process akin to expos-
ing a photograph. The next stage involves using 
a roller of paint to transfer that image onto linen.

Nowadays, she does her screen-printing on a 
bench in her studio, with a view down the garden 
and over the roofs of Mill-
brook towards the sea. She 
came up with her very first de-
signs, though, on her kitchen 
table. ‘I built the studio eight 
years ago,” she says. “I grad-
uated from the kitchen table 
because my kids were getting 
fed up with wading through 
piles of linen to the fridge.”

Helen had always been into 
making things, but then be-
came a teacher. After she’d 
had her children, Reuben and 
Phoebe, though, her thoughts 
turned more seriously towards 
getting creative herself. A 
course in fine art printmaking 
at Cornwall College, with textile artist Sue Dove, 
introduced her to the magic of printmaking. And 
she discovered she was rather good at it.

“I didn’t know I liked printmaking until then,” 

she says. “It was rather a revelation. It was a great 
course. Sue Dove is a great artist in her own right; 
she is very inspiring and she’s inspired a lot of 
textile artists. The course was about fine art tex-
tiles, and I took the experience and skills I learnt 
from that and applied it to what I’m doing now.”

Helen’s creations are as useful as they are beau-
tiful. All printed on linen, she 
and assistants Hayley and 
Megan make aprons and tea 
towels, bags and lampshades. 
New inventions include an 
iPad cover and an insulated 
Aga top. And the bestseller at 
the moment is the linen bread 
bag, suggested by Helen’s 
daughter Phoebe, 20, who is a 
keen baker.

Each year, Helen comes up 
with a new collection. She’s 
done shoals of mackerel for 
her Quayside Collection and, 
sheep for a pastoral collection, 
recently brought out of retire-
ment to make furnishings for 

shepherd’s huts at nearby Mount Edgcumbe.
A beguiling tangle of meadow flowers grace an-

other design. “They came from the hedgerow just 
outside the house and I went and picked the grass-
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es and took them in and drew them. 
And all the flowers I’ve featured 
come from the garden, the agapan-
thus, lupins, alliums and bluebells. 
Everything that’s local to here really.”

Helen was inspired by a spot of lo-
cal history to draw the Grayhound, an 
eighteenth century lugger which was 
once used for smuggling expeditions 
off the coast here. A replica of the 
boat, which had a colourful history of 
being pursued by customs officials, 
was built recently in Millbrook. 

“Everything is inspired by what is 
around us here,” she says. “We are 

really lucky to be living in a such a 
beautiful place.”

The latest thing to fire Helen up has 
been her dad’s bees, which he keeps 
in his garden on the edge of Plym-
bridge woods near Plymouth. She 
photographed them in situ, protect-
ed by a bee-suit and mask, and drew 
them back in her studio. The collec-
tion launches in the middle of August.

While it would be easier and cheap-
er to switch to digital printing for her 
designs, Helen still screen-prints 
everything by hand.

“I think it is the magic of it that I 
like. Even though I have been doing it 
as a business for four and a half years 
and have printed thousands of pieces 
of linen, I still enjoy it. It is the lovely 
immediacy of pulling the ink across 

the screen and seeing your design on 
the fabric.”

 “I started making aprons,” she 
says. “Then I got 
picked up by a 
style writer, Char-
lotte Abrams of 
The Guardian, 
who selects new 
businesses to take 
to the Top Draw-
er trade show at 
Olympia.”

That trade show, 
a nerve-racking 
experience, got 
the word out about 
her wares, and she 
is now stocked in 
shops and galleries 
across the country, 
including a number in Devon and 
Cornwall.

One of the nearest to where she 
lives is Mount Edgcumbe, while 
she’s particularly chuffed to now be 

stocked in the shop on St Michael’s 
Mount in Cornwall, where she lived 
with her parents for the first year of 
her life. 

“Both my parents grew up on St 
Michael’s Mount,” she says. “My 
dad’s dad was a fisherman and my 
mum’s dad was a metropolitan po-
liceman who fancied a life change 

and saw an advert 
in his local paper 
to go and work 
for Lord St Levan 
on the Mount. He 
moved his wife 
and three chil-
dren down there. 
My dad’s brother, 
Derek Round, still 
lives there.

“I wanted to 
do a St Michael’s 
Mount design but 
I didn’t because 
I felt it had been 
overdone, so in-
stead I picked a 

point of interest which reminded me 
of the Mount, Rame Head. It is such a 
significant place for local people and 
it is one of my favourite places.”
www.helenround.com
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