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LISA JONES HAS NEVER BEEN CONTENT to focus on only one medium.

 After graduating from college, she worked in marketing and graphic design, but spending forty 

hours a week in front of a computer left her itching to do something creative with her hands. Drawn 

to ceramics, she rented a space at a local community pottery studio and began molding clay. The 

pieces that developed were simple, beautiful, and modern.

 What also emerged from Jones’ time at the wheel was an unintentional pottery collection.  

Before she could launch a collection, however, Jones needed a name. As Jones talked with her  

husband about launching her own business, he noticed that she was subconsciously standing  

pigeon-toed, something she did whenever she was excited about an idea. The name stuck, and after 

six months of selling her pottery, Jones had enough orders to quit her job. Six years later, she has 

established herself in the design community with pieces that are easy to envision in any home.

 “It’s an equal balance of functionality and beauty,” says Jones. “Oftentimes designs will be  

really beautiful but inaccessible or have no function. Why can’t it be beautiful but something we 

would use everyday?”

 Each piece in Pigeon Toe’s collection reflects that balance—a soup bowl with a perfectly 

formed curve for the palm, a hand-thrown colander for washing berries, a string of lights framed 

by delicate shades to illuminate a garden party, ceramic chimes suspended from the front porch to  

announce the breeze, or a woven sconce to light up a reading nook.

 Having a restless creator at the helm has kept Pigeon Toe’s pottery fresh and innovative. Jones 

is never content to stick to a single material or method. Once one design is perfected, she finds  

another to tackle.

 “I think of myself as a potter second and a designer first,” says Jones. “I think that’s reflected in 

the work that we do, in the more experimental side of the pottery.” 

 In her latest collection, Jones combines pottery with basket weaving. She also has a unique 

collection of wearables, necklaces that combine pottery, yarn, and metal in pieces that have an  

elegant yet tribal aesthetic. Even for a design maverick like Jones, stepping outside of the house-
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Multifaceted designer Lisa Jones combines beauty with function in her Portland, Oregon-based pottery studio.
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wares category that had been Pigeon Toe’s bread and butter was 

a step of faith, especially when the company’s tagline had been  

“Heirlooms for the modern home.”

 When Jones realized she was the only one holding herself 

back, she gave herself permission to change the line to “Heirlooms 

for modern living.” Jones’ intuition paid off again, and the wearables 

took off.

 Even as Pigeon Toe’s popularity has grown, Jones has main-

tained a small team of creative people who hand-make each piece 

in the studio.

 “That’s the linchpin of the business, that we’re still making 

things by hand the old fashioned way . . . moving to a factory-based 

process takes away all that narrative and personality of the work,” 

says Jones.

 Pigeon Toe also uses locally sourced materials whenever  

possible. The clay comes from Tacoma, Washington, and many of 

the accents and details on the products come from other small 

businesses in the Portland area.

 Staying true to her original vision while also being flexible to 

new ideas has served Jones well. 

 “At the end of the day I hope that everyone who works here 

feels like they’re contributing to a creative body of work. That 

doesn’t feel like a faceless factory,” she says. 

 As Pigeon Toe moves forward, Jones plans to focus on her 

new lighting collection and larger scale interior elements, while  

continuing to produce the smaller home products and necklaces 

that have become staples of the brand. No doubt, new creative  

pairings will also come as Jones tackles new designs. And it will be 

easy to figure out when she’s got her next big idea—just take a look 

at her toes.

 To see the full line of wearables and goods, visit the site at  

pigeontoeceramics.com.

“I think of myself as a potter second and  

a designer first . . .”

- Lisa Jones, Pigeon Toe Ceramics

http://pigeontoeceramics.com

