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For more than a 
thousand years the 
city of Oxford has 
played a significant 
part in the national 

and religious life of England. It is 
home to one of the world’s oldest 
and greatest universities, the 
training ground of kings, prime 
ministers, archbishops, scientists, 
soldiers, poets and explorers. 
Oxford has been the meeting 
place of parliaments and synods, 
even the nation’s temporary 
capital during a time of civil war. 
For centuries, in partnership and 
rivalry with its sister university 
at Cambridge, it has produced 
a glittering array of Christian 
leaders, theologians, preachers 
and missionaries. Several of the 
great Christian movements have 
originated here. Many of the 
crucial controversies within the 
church have been argued here. 
The influence of the university 
and city of Oxford upon the 
Christian history of England, and 
therefore of the English-speaking 
world, is unsurpassed.

The tale begins in the days of 
the Anglo-Saxons with a local 

Christian princess forced to 
flee from the grasp of a pagan 
king. Next came the medieval 
scholars and the friars, shaken 
out of their complacency by the 
sharp protests of John Wycliffe. 
During the Reformation Oxford 
experienced the traumatic 
burning of three Protestant 
bishops and the next century saw 
the leadership of John Owen, 
prince of the Puritans. When 
evangelical revival took hold in 
the 1730s it was again Oxford 
men who led the way. Even in the 
20th century when secularism 
was rampant, conversions 
continued – like that of C.S. 
Lewis, an atheist academic who 
became one of the world’s most 
popular Christian writers. From 
earliest times to the present day, 
this is Oxford’s story.
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