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Born in the wilds of 
America, on the very 
edge of the British 
Empire, his books and 

thought revolutionized his world, 
and today he is recognized as 
the leading theologian of the 
eighteenth century. 

Jonathan Edwards grew up 
with his ten sisters in a pastor’s 
home in central Connecticut. 
Heir to the spiritual riches of the 
Puritans, he did not hesitate to 
reshape aspects of that heritage 
so that it could speak powerfully 
to the men and women of his day. 
His beautiful wife Sarah played 
a key role in enabling him to 
accomplish all that he did. 

Edwards’ longest pastorate 
was at Northampton, 
Massachusetts, where he and his 
congregation went through two 
significant spiritual revivals. He 
defended these revivals—though 
not without some criticism of 
them—in a series of books, of 
which the most important is The 
Religious Affections. Sadly, there 

were some in his church who 
deeply resented his theology, and 
in 1750 they were instrumental in 
his dismissal.

Edwards was offered a 
college presidency in Scotland, 
but family considerations won, 
and he became pastor of a 
church on the wild frontier at 
Stockbridge. Here, in the early 
stages of the French and Indian 
War, he faithfully shepherded his 
flock which mostly consisted of 
Indians. 

In 1757 Edwards reluctantly 
accepted the offer of the 
presidency of the College of New 
Jersey, but he died shortly after 
taking office in 1758. 

Fundamental to his life was 
an unquenchable passion for 
the honour of God’s glory and a 
fascination with God’s beauty. 
For modern-day Christians, who 
often seem unaware of both, the 
story of Jonathan Edwards is 
indispensable.
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