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For centuries 
Cambridge had 
been an avenue 
for radical ideas 
arriving from the 

continent, with the Benedictines 
and the friar orders playing a 
role in the university’s early life. 
Although today Cambridge is 
world-famous for its pioneering 
science, it was the Reformation 
which put the city firmly on the 
map. The ideas of Erasmus and 
Luther shaped the thinking of so 
many Cambridge men who later 
died for their faith. Cambridge, 
the cradle of the English 
Reformation, also produced 
a host of Puritans including 
John Harvard who established 
the now famous university in 
America. Later Oliver Cromwell 
became MP for Cambridge 
which lay in the Parliamentarian 
heartland, and soon afterwards 
Isaac Newton started a scientific 
revolution, transforming the way 
the universe was understood.

Although the Wesleyan 
Evangelical Revival hardly 
touched Cambridge, Charles 
Simeon, a later evangelical, 
revived the ministry in England 
and launched young men 
as missionaries overseas. 
Wilberforce, another Cambridge 

man, led the fight against 
slavery, and Romantic poets 
like Wordsworth reacted to 
the Age of Reason and looked 
to nature for hope, whereas 
Darwin, hunting bugs round 
Cambridge, thought of nature as 
self-sufficient. However, at the 
Cavendish Laboratory, Clerk 
Maxwell saw no conflict between 
faith and scientific research.

Cambridge and its 
surrounding area now boasts 
Europe’s fastest growing region 
of hi-tech; yet the weekly church 
attendance is significantly above 
the national average. Certainly 
religion and science are the heart 
of the Cambridge story.

Given the city’s history of 
international importance and 
its sumptuous architecture it is 
small wonder that millions of 
tourists visit each year.
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Facing page: King’s College Chapel; 
its verticality and enlarged windows 
are a hallmark of the Perpendicular 
style 
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